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GENERAL NOTES

This profile is a reference work on the activities of the squadron during the Second World
War. Bomber Command operated exclusively from stations in the UK, and used overseas
bases purely for shuttle operations, or as advanced staging posts for specific purposes. For this
reason, periods spent on detachment, or permanent postings to overseas Commands, do not
fall within the scope of this work.

This profile is not intended to serve as a comprehensive squadron history, but to provide as
much information as possible in a non-anecdotal form. The brief history narrative is basically
an account of Bomber Command’s war, with the individual squadron’s involvement
interwoven into it. The publications listed in section 5 are not only recommended reading, but
represent the best available sources of information for serious students of the subject. The
operational record is based almost entirely on the figures provided in The Bomber Command
War Diaries by Martin Middlebrook and Chris Everitt, and I am indebted to Martin
Middlebrook for allowing me to use them.

An aircraft is included in section 3 if} a) it spent time on squadron charge, no matter how
briefly, and irrespectively of whether or not it operated. b) its type was used operationally by
the squadron. Information is restricted in most cases to; where from, where to, unless it
completed its service with the squadron, in which case, some detail of its demise appears.
Aircraft which failed to return have the date and target recorded. Where no information
follows the serial number of a type still in use when the squadron departed Bomber
Command, or at war’s end, it can be assumed that the aircraft was still on squadron strength.
However, where there is a blank space following the serial number of a type which has been
withdrawn from service with Bomber Command, it signifies that I don’t know its ultimate
fate. An absence of information does not imply that the aircraft flew no operations during its
time with the squadron.

Those squadrons which served with the AASF in France between the outbreak of war and the
fall of France, were not technically part of Bomber Command. However, a number of them
retained their Fairey Battles on return to the UK, and formed part of the reconstituted 1
Group. The AASF service of these squadrons is recorded, and their aircraft listed, but Battle
squadrons which relinquished the type on their return to Bomber Command, do not have this
period detailed. The Blenheim squadrons of the AASF are treated as if under Bomber
Command.

Finally, information has been drawn from a variety of sources, ranging from Records Branch
to individuals with squadron connections, and I am grateful for their contributions. There will
inevitably be errors and omissions when dealing with a subject as vast as Bomber Command,
and I am happy to be corrected and/or updated by readers.
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467 SQUADRON

No Motto Code PO

Formed at Scampton on the 7™ of November 1942 under the banner of 5 Group, 467
Squadron was the second Royal Australian Air Force squadron to form in Bomber Command.
Its formation came in response to the Australian government's wishes to group together,
where possible, Australian flying personnel, although initially, like all squadrons, it was a
polyglot of nationalities, predominately from Britain, Canada and New Zealand. Ground
crews were also mainly RAF, although this would change in time. The squadron was formed
under the command of Wing Commander C L Gomm, whose expatriate family resided in
Brazil. Born there also, he was educated in England, and in many ways his life paralleled that
of Guy Gibson. Both were born overseas and educated in England, and both were serving
officers at the outbreak of war. They each completed a tour of operations, Gomm with 77
Squadron flying Whitleys, and Gibson with 83 Squadron on Hampdens, before joining
respectively 604 and 29 nightfighter squadrons. Both then returned to Bomber Command to
take up commands of their own, Gomm at 467 and Gibson at 106. Twenty nine years old, tall
and quiet, he was every inch the commanding officer, and would lead the squadron in the
only way acceptable to the Australians, by example from the front. The two flight
commanders, Squadron Leaders Green and Paape, had both served with 207 Squadron at
Bottesford, to where 467 Squadron would shortly be posted, 207 Squadron having moved to
nearby Langar.

Four crews arrived on the day that the squadron was formed, and within three weeks a
complement of twenty were on strength. Most were straight out of OTUs, although there was
a sprinkling of second tour men to provide the experience. The first Lancaster, W4384, was
taken on charge on the 9™ thus making the squadron the 15th operational unit to receive the
type. On the 22™, the squadron made the move to Bottesford, an inhospitable plot of farmland
on the Leicestershire border with Nottinghamshire, which lacked all the basic amenities and
comforts taken for granted at pre-war stations, like the one the squadron had just vacated.
Training occupied the squadron for the remainder of 1942, but it did suffer one operational
loss in the meantime. F/O Bannerman went missing during an operation to Munich on the
21/22™ of December with a crew from 207 Squadron, with whom he was flying as “second
dickey”, and all were killed. This left a headless crew at Bottesford, and while the flight
engineer joined the commanding officer’s crew, the others were sent back to OTU to find a
new pilot.

467 Squadron was formed at a critical time in the Command’s gradual evolution towards
becoming a war-winning weapon. The Commander-in-Chief, ACM Sir Arthur Harris, who
had been in post since the 22™ of February, firmly believed in the potential of the bomber to
force the surrender of the enemy, by destroying his capacity and will to continue the fight. On
taking up his appointment, he had asked for four thousand bombers with which to accomplish
this, and whilst there was never the slightest chance of getting them, he had demonstrated at
Cologne at the end of May what a thousand aircraft could achieve. This had been the high
point of his tenure to date, however, and the second Thousand bomber raid two nights later



had brought an unmitigated failure at Essen. The third and final use of the Thousand Force at
Bremen towards the end of June had been a modest success, but there was no consistency,
and attempts to hit the towns and cities of the industrial Ruhr were almost always doomed to
failure. The problem was the haze, which hung permanently over the region, shielding it from
the eyes of the crews above. The Gee navigation device, which had been introduced to
operations in March, could help crews navigate to the general area of the Ruhr, but to
pinpoint a specific urban target proved almost impossible, and bombs were sprayed around
over hundreds of square miles, with no point of concentration. Concentration, Harris knew,
was the key to effective area raids, by overwhelming the defences and emergency services. He
also recognized, that built-up areas are most efficiently destroyed by fire rather than blast. By
condensing the bombing into the shortest practicable time period, and concentrating it around
an aiming point, collapsing buildings and cratered and blocked streets would prevent access
to the fires, allowing them sufficient time to gain a foothold and spread. Harris struck eight
times at Essen during March and April, launching 1,555 sorties for the loss of sixty four
aircraft, and gained only twenty two bombing photographs within five miles of the city.
(Bomber Command War Diaries. Martin Middlebrook and Chris Everitt.) It was a similar
story at other Ruhr locations, as at Duisburg, which Harris attacked four times in July and
once in early August for a very modest return, which was in no way commensurate with the
effort expended and the losses sustained.

It was all a case of accurate navigation, and at night, over a blacked out country, which was
often covered by cloud, and beyond the effective range of Gee, it was little more than a
lottery. Harris proved at Lubeck at the end of March, that if he could provide his crews with
easily identifiable pin-points on the ground, they could find the target. The Baltic coastline
was ideal, and the historic old city suffered 30% destruction of its built-up area in a fire
raising attack, which was the first major success for the area bombing policy. Harris tried to
use Gee as a blind bombing device at Cologne in April, to ultimately solve the problem over
the Ruhr, but it was a disappointing experiment. Over the succeeding four nights, he returned
to the Baltic coast to attack the port of Rostock, and in contrast, after an initial failure, he
destroyed 60% of the town’s built-up area, and reduced over seventeen hundred buildings to
ruins. A new era began on the 15" of August, with the formation of the Pathfinder Force
under the then Group Captain Don Bennett. Harris had been opposed in principle to such an
organisation, which to his mind smacked of elitism. His Group commanders, with the
exception of AVM Roddy Carr of 4 Group, were of a similar mind, but once overruled by
higher authority, Harris, to his eternal credit, and in typical fashion, gave it his unstinting
support. The Pathfinders started life with four heavy squadrons, 7 Squadron from 3 Group
with Stirlings, 35 Squadron from 4 Group with Halifaxes, 83 Squadron from 5 Group with
Lancasters and 156 Squadron, formerly of 3 Group, but representing 1 Group, with
Wellingtons. 109 Squadron was also posted in with its Mosquitos, and this would prove to be
the crucial factor. The Oboe blind bombing device had been intended for use in the
pressurized Mk IV Wellington, but an inspired decision to marry it to the Mosquito gained
favour. For the remainder of the year, 109 Squadron would conduct the development
programme, which would ultimately bear fruit in spectacular fashion in the following year.



The Pathfinder Force began its operational career inauspiciously, by entirely failing to locate
its maiden target of Flensburg, which had been selected for its coastal location on the narrow
neck of land where Germany and Denmark meet. Matters proceeded only marginally better at
Frankfurt on its second outing, and it was only the third operation, to Kassel, which resulted
in sufficient illumination of the target to allow the main force to achieve a modest degree of
success. When the small non-industrial town of Saarlouis was marked in error for
Saarbriicken on the 1/2™ of September, it augured ill for the fledgling force. However,
thereafter, the Command embarked on an unprecedented series of effective and destructive
raids over the next two weeks, which in their way, would suggest a turning point after three
years of punching the air. It began at Karlsruhe in southern Germany on the 2/3", when
returning crews reported around two hundred fires, and the damage was later confirmed by
photographic reconnaissance. Two nights later, the Pathfinders introduced the three phase
system of illumination, visual marking and backing up, which would form the basis of all
future operations, and 480 buildings were destroyed at Bremen, while almost fourteen
hundred others were seriously damaged. 114 buildings were wrecked in Duisburg on the 6/7",
and whilst this was only a modest result, it still represented a victory at what was a most
elusive target.

The run of successes was temporarily halted at Frankfurt on the 8/9™ when the Pathfinders
located only the general area, but a return to winning ways came at Diisseldorf on the 10/1 1%,
479 aircraft took off on this night, a proportion of them provided by the Training Groups, and
the main force was able to benefit from the first use by the Pathfinders of Pink Pansies as
target indicators. The attack was the most effective of the war to date after Cologne, and
resulted in the destruction of over nine hundred houses and apartment blocks in Disseldorf
and nearby Neuss, and sufficient damage to more than fifty industrial premises to halt
production for varying periods. A return to Bremen on the 13/ 14® brought a catalogue of
destruction, which included over eight hundred houses, and further damage to important war
industry factories. Wilhelmshaven suffered its heaviest raid of the war thus far on the 14/ 15"
when the town centre and residential districts sustained the greatest degree of damage. Even
Essen was not exempt from a serious blow on the 16/ 17" when many fires were started, and
fifteen high explosive bombs hit the giant armaments producing Krupps complex. It can be no
coincidence that these effective raids came at a time when the Pathfinder crews were
emerging from their shaky start, and were coming to terms with the requirements of their
demanding role. The evolution of tactics, and the development of marking aids were further
steps towards forging a war-winning weapon, and it boded ill for Germany in the years ahead.
This did not mean, of course, that there was an overnight transformation, and failures would
continue to outnumber successes for some time to come, but at least the encouraging signs
were evident.

On the night of the 22/23™ of October, a campaign began against the major cities of Italy, in
support of Operation Torch, the landings in North Africa, which would ultimately lead to
Montgomery’s victory over Rommel at El Alamein. This would occupy much of the
Command’s attention until mid December, when the campaign concluded, and 5 Group
played a leading role throughout. This then, was the situation into which 467 Squadron was
born, with the Command on the threshold of great things in the coming year, when major



campaigns would be unleashed against Germany’s industrial heart. An operation of great
significance took place almost unnoticed on the night of the 20/21* of December, while over
two hundred aircraft from the Pathfinders and main force were active over Duisburg. W/C
Hal Bufton led six Mosquitos of 109 Squadron to a power station at Lutterade in Holland, to
deliver the first Oboe-aimed bombs as a calibration exercise. Bufton and two others bombed
as briefed, while the remaining three crews experienced failure of their Oboe equipment, and
went on to bomb Duisburg instead. The results were encouraging, but as a calibration
exercise, the operation failed, when photographic reconnaissance revealed the presence of
numerous craters from misdirected bombs from an earlier raid intended for Aachen, and it
proved impossible to plot those dropped by Oboe.

1943

467 Squadron was declared operational at the start of the New Year, and began what would
become an illustrious career on the night of the 2/3™ of January. Five crews were briefed to
lay mines in the areas of Bayonne and St-Jean-de-Luz off the Biscay coast, and the honour of
being first away from Bottesford fell to an Australian, Sgt Max Stewart, in PO-J. The other
crews on this momentous occasion were those of S/L Paape, F/L Thiele, Sgt Howie and Sgt
Aicken, and all returned safely, although Sgt Stewart was diverted to Predannock in
Cornwall. A similar operation off the French and Dutch coasts took place on the following
night, while 109 Squadron marked Essen for a small force of 5 Group Lancasters as part of
the Oboe trials programme. This was the first of seven such small-scale operations against
Essen and one on Duisburg during the first two weeks of the year, and the third of them, on
the 7/8, gave five of the squadron’s crews an opportunity to carry bombs for the first time.
Two were forced to return early with technical problems, and F/L Thiele’s Lancaster was
damaged by flak over the target, but he and his crew made it back home without further
incident from what was a disappointing raid. On the following night, Duisburg was the target
for three Oboe Mosquitos and thirty eight Lancasters, and this operation brought the
inevitable first loss of a 467 Squadron aircraft and crew. ED367 failed to return home, and
was presumed to have crashed into the sea, taking with it to their deaths the crew of the
American Sgt Al Wark. On the 14", a new Air Ministry directive was issued, which
authorized the area bombing of those French ports which were hosts to U-Boat bases and
support facilities. This was in response to the continued heavy losses of Allied shipping in the
Atlantic, and a list of targets was drawn up accordingly, which contained Lorient, St-Nazaire,
Brest and La Pallice. The first of eight raids on Lorient over the next four weeks was mounted
that night, with only a handful of Lancasters involved, and only modest success was achieved.
The operation was repeated on the following night, again with only minimal Lancaster
involvement, and this time, eight hundred buildings were destroyed.

On the 16/17% the first major raid on Berlin for fourteen months was undertaken by two
hundred aircraft drawn from 1, 4, 5 and 8 Groups. A disappointing attack ensued, which
scattered bombs across mostly southern districts, with no point of concentration. The only
significant building to be hit was the ten thousand-seat Deutschlandhalle, the largest covered
arena in Europe, and this suffered total destruction. A bonus, however, was the loss of just a
single Lancaster, and never again would the Command escape so lightly from the Capital. A



tragic death did occur on this night in a 467 Squadron aircraft, Sgt Broemeling, the rear
gunner in F/L Thiele’s ED360 succumbing in his turret to oxygen starvation caused by ice
blocking the tube. Despite the best endeavours of his colleagues to revive him on the way
home in a flak damaged aircraft, he was pronounced dead by the Medical Officer on arrival at
Bottesford. 170 Lancasters and seventeen Halifaxes set out once more for Berlin on the
following night, and produced similar results, after the Pathfinders again failed to identify the
city centre. Not a single building was classed as destroyed, and this time, the nightfighters
were able to infiltrate the bomber stream, and contribute to the loss of twenty two aircraft, or
nearly 12% of those despatched. Included among the missing was 467 Squadron’s W4378,
which disappeared into the sea, taking with it Sgt Aicken and his crew. Following two further
trips to Lorient, on the 23/24% and 26/27“‘, again both predominately non-Lancaster,
Diisseldorf was raided on the 27/28", when Oboe Mosquitos carried out ground marking for
the first time. The mainly Lancaster heavy force produced encouraging results, amounting to
450 houses destroyed or seriously damaged, and numerous public buildings and industrial
premises were also hit. Hamburg was beyond the range of Oboe, and an attack on the 30/31%
brought the first use of the H2s navigation and blind bombing device, which was installed in
the Stirlings and Halifaxes of 7 and 35 Squadrons. It could not be considered an effective
baptism, and although over a hundred fires were started, many bomb loads could not be
accounted for.

February was characterized by further frequent trips to French and German ports, particularly
Lorient and Wilhelmshaven, the former dominating the first half of the month, and the latter
the second. It was Cologne, though, which opened the month’s account on the 2/3, and
despite the use of both Oboe and H2s to mark the target, bombing was scattered across the
city, and damage was nowhere serious. Hamburg also escaped serious damage on the 3/4™,
after icing conditions over the North Sea persuaded many crews to turn for home early. The
Pathfinders again failed to achieve any degree of concentration, and it was, therefore, beyond
the main force crews to do so. A trip across the Alps to Turin brought some compensation on
the 4/5 when extensive damage was inflicted on the city by 156 aircraft, and then it was
back to the U-Boat campaign, with further raids on Lorient. Wilhelmshaven was bombed
through cloud on skymarkers on the 11/12"%, and the glow from a huge explosion on the
ground was observed by crews to last for around ten minutes. This was a naval ammunition
dump in the process of destroying itself, and in excess of a hundred acres of the town and
naval dockyard was laid waste. While the other types failed to impress at Cologne on the
14/15™ the Lancaster brigade went to Milan, and returning crews reported being able to see
the fires from a hundred miles away. 360 aircraft delivered the final assault on Lorient on the
16/17™, after which, the town was little more than a deserted ruin. Wilhelmshaven provided
the objective on the 18/ 19® 19/20® and 24/25%, and in contrast to the raid of a week earlier,
each was a resounding disappointment. The second of the series cost the squadron its first
casualties of the month, when the crews of F/L Michie and Sgt Vine went missing without
trace in ED525 and ED529 respectively. Nuremberg received a visit from over three hundred
aircraft on the 25/26™, but late and inaccurate marking led to disappointing results, and the
squadron’s ED526 was one of six Lancasters missing. This contained the crew of F/S Stewart,
and there were no survivors from the crash in southern Germany. Over four hundred aircraft
were despatched to Cologne on the 26/27™, but only a quarter of the force found the mark,



and housing was the chief victim. Having disposed of Lorient, the Command now turned its
attention to St-Nazaire on the last night of the month, and destroyed 60% of its built-up area
on this one night alone.

March would bring the opening rounds in the Ruhr offensive, the first campaign of the war
for which the Command was adequately equipped and prepared. Before this, however, the
crews had two other major operations to negotiate, Berlin on the 1/2* and Hamburg on the
3/4® The former attack sprayed bombs over a wide area, but still caused some useful
damage, which was actually more extensive than on any previous occasion at the Capital.
Misleading H2s returns resulted in a failure at Hamburg, and the small town of Wedel
received most of the bombs intended for its more illustrious neighbour, although more than a
hundred fires had to be dealt with at the intended target. The Ruhr campaign began on the
night of the 5/6, for which 442 aircraft took off either side of 19.00 hours. 467 Squadron
contributed thirteen Lancasters, led by W/C Gomm in ED524, accompanied by the crews of
S/L Green in ED543, F/Ls Thiele and MacKenzie in ED532 and ED538 respectively, P/Os
Desmond, Manifold and Mant in ED504, ED539 and ED530, and Sgts Ball, Cairnby, Good,
Harper, Heavery and Marks in ED545, ED523, ED651, ED500, ED547 and ED531. An
unusually high number of early returns and the bombing of alternative targets reduced the
numbers bombing at Essen to 362, but these delivered an outstandingly accurate and
concentrated assault, which fell mainly between the city centre and the Krupps works. Over
three thousand houses and apartment blocks were destroyed in a 160 acre area of devastation,
and fifty three buildings were hit within Krupps, all for the relatively modest loss of fourteen
aircraft. All of the 467 Squadron crews completed their allotted tasks before returning safely.
It was the first time that Essen had really succumbed to a Bomber Command attack, and
much of the credit for this success belonged to Oboe, which had negated the effects of the
industrial haze blanketing the city.

1t would be a week before Harris sent a force back to the Ruhr, and in the meantime, he
turned his attention to southern Germany, mountiné raids on Nuremberg, Munich and
Stuttgart over a four night period beginning on the 8/9™. All were beyond the range of Oboe,
and the Pathfinders, now operating with H2s to aid aiming point identification, were still
experiencing problems with accuracy. At least, though, with the weight of bombs being
carried in the cavernous bays of the four engined heavies, some useful damage was almost
guaranteed if the markers found the general area. Much of the bombing at Nuremberg fell
into open country, but despite this, over six hundred buildings were destroyed, and a number
of important war industry factories sustained damage. On return from this operation, F/S
Howie's crew became the first to complete a tour on 467 Squadron, having embarked on their
operational career while serving with 50 Squadron. It was a similar story at Munich, where
the Pathfinders also failed to mark the city centre, and the main weight of the attack was
concentrated in the city’s western half. Almost three hundred buildings were destroyed, and
twice that number were seriously damaged. Each of these operations cost a modest eight
aircraft, while eleven failed to return from Stuttgart, after a raid which brought less rewarding
results, possibly because the presence of dummy target indicators attracted a proportion of the
bombing. One of the two missing Lancasters was 467 Squadron’s ED523, which was
captained by P/O Mant, who died with one other in the crash in southern Germany. Five of his



crew did manage to escape from the stricken aircraft to fall into enemy hands, and these were
the first survivors to date from a downed 467 Squadron aircraft.

The second raid of the Ruhr offensive came on the 12/13", and again fell on Essen. Although
substantially less buildings were destroyed than in the earlier attack, much of the bombing
was concentrated around the Krupps works, which sustained 30% greater damage. Minor
operations held sway for the next nine nights, before almost three hundred aircraft returned to
St Nazaire on the 22/23™ to continue the campaign against U-Boats. On return, the 467
Squadron crews were diverted to Lossiemouth because of heavy cloud over Lincolnshire. The
first to arrive was P/O Hooper in ED500, which suffered a minor prang. As a result of this, the
other crews had to divert again, this time to Kinloss. Duisburg was raided on the 26/27", and
partly through failure of the Oboe equipment in some of the 109 Squadron Mosquitos, success
eluded the Command on this night. On the following night, the first of two raids on Berlin in
_the space of three nights was undertaken by almost four hundred aircraft. As usual, the
intended aiming point was the city centre, which the Pathfinders failed to find, and much of
the bombing undershot by up to seventeen miles. Poor weather conditions contributed to a
similarly disappointing raid two nights later, when a lot of earth was turned outside the city,
and only slight damage was caused within it. The combined loss of thirty aircraft from the
two operations was expensive in the light of such a poor return, and was certainly not
commensurate with the effort of launching 725 aircraft. During the period, 467 Squadron
developed an excellent reputation for reliability and efficiency, and despite the frequency of
operations, and the nature of the targets, no losses had resulted since Stuttgart, and squadron
morale was very high. The flow of Australians increased, and they took readily to the style of
command provided by W/C Gomm, who must be credited for the fine spirit which pervaded
the squadron. April and May would be a testing time, through which the squadron would
emerge bruised, but unbowed. Keith Thiele was promoted to Squadron Leader during the
month, and he took over the newly formed C Flight.

April would prove to be the least rewarding month of the Ruhr campaign, largely because of
the number of operations mounted to targets outside of the region, and consequently beyond
the range of Oboe. It began in promising fashion, however, with another successful tilt at
Essen on the 3/4™ when clear conditions contributed to an effective attack, which destroyed
over six hundred buildings. This was the first occasion on which more than two hundred
Lancasters operated, and among the nine of the type failing to return was the squadron’s
ED524. This was carrying the B Flight commander S/L. Paape and his crew, and it crashed
between the target and the border with Holland with no survivors. The largest non-1,000 force
to date of 577 aircraft was sent against Kiel on the following night, but decoy fires were partly
responsible for luring away the majority of the bombs, and the massive effort was almost
entirely wasted. Duisburg reflected the generally disappointing results accruing from April’s
operations, when raided on the consecutive nights of the 8/9™ and 9/10®. The former involved
a little short of four hundred aircraft, but those reaching the target destroyed only forty
buildings for the loss of nineteen of their number. The latter was by a hundred Lancasters, and
this attack achieved the destruction of fifty houses in return for eight missing aircraft. Five
hundred aircraft were committed to a raid on Frankfurt on the 10/117, but this fared no better,
only a few bombs falling into the southern suburbs. It was decided at this point to rest S/L



Green, the A Flight commander, who eventually went on detachment to the USAAF 8th Air
Force as an adviser. An operation to the docks at La Spezia in Italy on the 13/14™ produced
good results and no squadron casualties, and this was followed by a raid on Stuttgart on the
14/15®, Here, the creep-back phenomenon was responsible for most of the useful damage,
after spreading across an important industrial district.

Bottesford was a very spartan station with primitive arrangements in the latrine and ablutions
department. Regular medical checks were carried out, and in early April a case of diphtheria
was uncovered, and a mini epidemic claimed the life of one WAAF, while necessitating
lengthy spells in hospital for others. Bottesford was quarantined, but the war went on around,
oblivious to the trials and tribulations of one bomber station, and the crews continued to ply
their trade, and for that matter, their germs over Germany.

Harris divided his strength on the 16/17™, when sending the Lancaster and Halifax brigade to
distant Pilsen in Czechoslovakia to attack the Skoda armaments works, while a predominately
Wellington and Stirling effort was directed at Mannheim. 467 Squadron contributed fifteen
aircraft to the former, which failed, when Pathfinder route markers were confused for target
indicators, and most of the bombs fell onto an asylum seven miles from the intended aiming
point. The disappointment was compounded by the loss of thirty six aircraft, a massive 11%,
split evenly between the two types, and a further eighteen aircraft failed to return from the
diversion, although this was at least a reasonably damaging attack. The combined total of fifty
four missing aircraft represented a new record for a single night. Two of the absent Lancasters
were from 467 Squadron, ED780, which crashed in France with the loss of Sgt Stuart and his
crew, and ED651 captained by Sgt Wilson, who survived with three of his crew, one of whom
subsequently died of his injuries. On the 18/19%, over 170 aircraft returned to La Spezia to
attack the docks, but most of the bombing hit the town, where the railway station and many
public buildings were hit. The city and port of Stettin, at the eastern end of the Baltic, would
prove to be one of the few urban targets in Germany never to escape lightly. It hosted an
attack by over three hundred aircraft on the 20/21%, which left an estimated one hundred acres
of its central area in ruins, and this included the destruction of 380 houses and a dozen
industrial premises. This success was achieved at a cost of twenty one aircraft, but none of
these were from 467 Squadron. The most successful raid yet on Duisburg took place on the
26/27'h, when three hundred buildings were destroyed, but even so, much of the bombing
missed the mark by undershooting. The final night of the month brought a return to the
increasingly familiar, and progressively more hostile town of Essen, where 305 aircraft
produced scattered but effective bombing, and further damage was inflicted on the Krupps
works. The squadron’s ED771 was shot down by flak over Holland on the way home,
although F/L Craigie and two others survived to become PoWs.

May would bring a return to winning ways with some spectacular successes and a number of
new records. The main force ventured forth for the first time on the 4/5® with a new record
non-1,000 force of 596 aircraft, whose crews were briefed to carry out the first genuinely
heavy assault of the war on Dortmund. A decoy site attracted a proportion of the bombing,
and some of the later marking undershot, but at least half of the bomb loads fell within three
miles of the aiming point, and over twelve hundred buildings were destroyed. “Happy



Valley’s” evil reputation among the crews was gaining strength, and thirty one aircraft failed
to return home on this night. There was no further main force activity for a week, and when
the Command next took to the air in numbers, it was for yet another tilt at Duisburg on the
12/13™. For once at this target, the operation proceeded according to plan, and the accurate
Pathfinder marking was exploited by the main force crews. They destroyed almost sixteen
hundred buildings, and inflicted damage on some important war industry factories, including
the Thyssen steel works, while sinking or seriously damaging sixty thousand tons of shipping
in the port. Thirty four aircraft were shot down as the losses over the Ruhr began to mount,
but the squadron narrowly came through again without loss. S/L Keith Thiele, ever in the
action, lost two engines, hydraulics, and most of the perspex from the greenhouse, and had to
belly-land at Coltishall on return, earning for himself a DSO, the first to be awarded to a
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