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GENERAL NOTES






GENERAL NOTES

This profile is a reference work on the activities of the squadron during the Second World
War. Bomber Command operated exclusively from stations in the UK, and used overseas
bases purely for shuttle operations, or as advanced staging posts for specific purposes. For this
reason, periods spent on detachment, or permanent postings to overseas Commands, do not
fall within the scope of this work.

This profile is not intended to serve as a comprehensive squadron history, but to provide as
much information as possible in a non-anecdotal form. The brief history narrative is basically
an account of Bomber Command’s war, with the individual squadron’s involvement
interwoven into it. The publications listed in section 5 are not only recommended reading, but
represent the best available sources of information for serious students of the subject. The
operational record is based almost entirely on the figures provided in The Bomber Command
War Diaries by Martin Middlebrook and Chris Everitt, and 1 am indebted to Martin
Middlebrook for allowing me to use them.

An aircraft is included in section 3 if, a) it spent time on squadron charge, no matter how
briefly, and irrespectively of whether or not it operated. b) the type was used operationally by
the squadron. Where a squadron has a Conversion Flight involving a type with which it is
intending to re-equip, but then does not, as in the case of 101 and 460 Squadrons, these have
been included, on the basis that they sometimes found themselves on operations. Information
is restricted in most cases to; where from, where to, unless it completed its service with the
squadron, in which case, some detail of its demise appears. Aircraft which failed to return
have the date and target recorded. Where no information follows the serial number of a type
still in use when the squadron departed Bomber Command, or at war’s end, it can be assumed
that the aircraft was still on squadron strength. However, where there is a blank space
following the serial number of a type which has been withdrawn from service with Bomber
Command, it signifies that I don’t know its ultimate fate. An absence of information does not
imply that the aircraft flew no operations during its time with the squadron.

Those squadrons which served with the AASF in France between the outbreak of war and the
fall of France, were not technically part of Bomber Command from January 1940. Never-the-
less, their service is deemed to be on behalf of Bomber Command for the purpose of the
relevant Profiles, and their experiences are, therefore, detailed, and their aircraft listed. The
Blenheim squadrons of the AASF are also treated as if under Bomber Command.

Finally, information has been drawn from a variety of sources, ranging from Records Branch
to individuals with squadron connections, and I am grateful for their contributions. There will
inevitably be errors and omissions when dealing with a subject as vast as Bomber Comimand,
and I am happy to be corrected and/or updated by readers.
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149 (EAST INDIA) SQUADRON

MOTTO FORTIS NOCTE (Strong by night) Code OJ TK

First formed as a night bomber unit on the 3™ of March 1918, 149 Squadron moved to France
in June, and conducted operations against German units in Belgium and France. It was
disbanded in Ireland on the 1% of August 1919, and remained on the shelf until its reformation
from B Flight of 99 Squadron at Mildenhall on the 12% of April 1937. Conversion from
Heyfords to Wellingtons began on the 20™ of January 1939, with the arrival on charge of
14252, L4253 and L4254. These were followed on the 24™ by 14255, 14256, 14257 and
14258, and by 14249 and L4259 on the 6™ of February, L4263 and 14264 on the 7", 14265
and L4266 on the 10%, L4271 and L4272 on the 17, and 14270 on the 9 of March. The
squadron was thus the third in Bomber Command to receive the type after 99 and 38
Squadrons, and at the outbreak of the Second World War on the 3™ of September, it was one
of six frontline squadrons operating within 3 Group. The commanding officer was W/C
Russell, who had been in post since the 5% of January, and on the 1% of September, he
presided over a complement of twenty four officers and 194 airmen, with twenty Mk I
Wellingtons and three Mk IAs.

The squadron had the honour of conducting its first operation on the day that war was
declared, when despatching three aircraft, in company with six from 37 Squadron, to the
Schillig Roads in search of enemy warships. The section was led by the A Flight commander,
S/L Dabinett, in L4254, with the crews of F/O Turner and Sgt Way in L4252 and 14264
respectively. They took off from Mildenhall at 18.35 hours, but in what was described as
adverse weather conditions and approaching darkness, the objective was not reached, and
they turned for home. As training to date had not dealt with the delicate subject of landing
with bombs still on board, all of the crews followed orders, and jettisoned their four 500lb
bombs into the sea, before touching down five minutes either side of 22.00 hours. 149
Squadron was fortunate in having two particularly fine officers as flight commanders, both of
whom would achieve squadron commander status before long. S/L Dabinett would command
3 Group’s 115 Squadron between July 1940 and January 1941, and 1 Group’s 12 Squadron
from the end of July 1942 until February 1943. The B Flight commander was S/L Paul Harris,
who had served pre-war as a flight commander with 214 Squadron. In August 1940, he would
take command of the newly reforming 7 Squadron, and lead it through its testing period,
introducing the Stirling to operational service. On the afternoon of the 4® eight crews set off
to bomb elements of the German Navy at Brunsbiittel, led this time by S/L. Harris in 1L4302.
The other crews and aircraft were captained by F/L Duguid in 14272, F/O Riddlesworth in
14374, F/S Kelly in L4270, Sgt Heays in L4271, Sgt Harrison in L4263, F/L Stewart in L4229,
and F/O Macrae in L4265. Only F/O Macrae attacked the primary target, while S/L. Harris
dropped his bombs in the River Eider near Tonning, and the remainder jettisoned their bombs
into the sea. The above-mentioned F/L Duguid would also attain higher command later in the
war, when being appointed as the commanding officer of 196 Squadron in March 1943.



What the Americans dubbed the “Phoney War” restricted operational activity at this stage of
the proceedings to daylight armed reconnaissance operations in search of enemy shipping. No
bombs were to be dropped on enemy territory for fear of reprisals, and ships could only be
attacked if at sea, in case a stray bomb damaged civilian property. As the Command was
about to learn, ships were difficult to hit, and boasted a formidable defence in the form of
their own batteries, and an umbrella of fighters. The pre-war belief, that the bomber
formation would always get through to its target by daylight, had not yet been tested, but
when it was, it proved to be a difficult idea to dislodge from the minds of its advocates. On
the 29™ of September, 144 Squadron lost five Hampdens, but the warning bells did not sound.
On the 30" of October, 149 Squadron despatched six crews under S/L Harris to attack enemy
ships around the Frisian island of Terschelling, but found nothing, and returned to base, this
time, all but one with bombs still on board. While 2, 3 and 5 Groups were engaged in this
fruitless activity, the Whitley crews of 4 Group, the only crews in the Command trained in the
art of flying by night, undertook long range leafleting sorties, or “nickels”. In so doing, they
gained invaluable experience in navigating over hostile territory in the dark, but also suffered
unimaginable hardships, often spending ten hours and more aloft in their unheated aircraft.

On the 3™ of December, twenty four Wellingtons from 38, 115 and 149 Squadrons were sent
to attack German warships in the Heligoland area. The 149 Squadron element of twelve was
led by the new commanding officer, W/C Kellett, in N2960, he having taken up his
appointment on the 6™ of November, when W/C Russell was posted to No 6 School of
Technical Training. Despite being intercepted by fighters, no aircraft were lost, and a 115
Squadron crew inadvertently dropped a hang-up onto Heligoland, the first RAF bomb to fall
onto German soil in the war. On the 14%, 99 Squadron lost five out of twelve Wellingtons
during an attack on a convoy in the Schillig Roads. Three of them fell to fighters, and one of
the victims collided with a fourth Wellington, causing it also to crash into the sea, while a
fifth was shot down by flak. On return, a further aircraft crashed, and most of the survivors
bore the scars of battle. Still the High Command failed to give credit to the enemy fighters,
and blamed poor formation flying as the major contributory factor behind the disaster. On the
18" another twenty four Wellingtons, from 9, 37 and 149 Squadrons, were sent in search of
shipping off Wilhemshaven, S/L. Harris leading the Mildenhall contingent of nine aircraft in
N2980. Twenty two aircraft reached the target area, and carried out an attack from 13,000
feet in clear conditions. As they turned for home, enemy fighters appeared, and a running
battle ensued, in which twelve Wellingtons were shot down into the sea. The first to go down
was 149 Squadron’s N2962, which fell to the guns of a BF110, and dived straight in from
10,000 feet, killing the crew of F/O Speirs. N2961 was damaged in the engagement, and was
ultimately ditched around fifty miles off the Norfolk coast. S/L Harris attempted to drop a
dinghy, but it fouled the tailplane, and made the rest of the return journey somewhat difficult.
He eventually landed safely at Coltishall, where it was discovered that the Wellington had
sustained a number of bullet holes. At least three of F/O Briden’s crew were observed to
climb out of the ditched Wellington, but no survivors were found by the Cromer lifeboat, and
two bodies were washed ashore some time later. This disaster, and that of four days earlier,
had a profound effect on attitudes to unescorted daylight operations. The “Phoney War” and
the arrival of a harsh winter restricted activity from this point, and allowed time for the policy
makers to reconsider their options. The result of this would be effectively to commit Bomber



Command, with the exception of 2 Group, to waging war by night, but it would be some time
yet before the bombing war began in earnest.

1940

The winter seemed to deepen as the year progressed, and it would be towards the end of
February before it loosened its grip sufficiently to allow unrestricted operations. In the
meantime, the New Year began badly for 149 Squadron, which registered its first casualties
on the 2™ of January. N2943 and N2946 were part of a section carrying out reconnaissance
duties over the North Sea, when they were attacked by enemy fighters. The former was seen
to be despatched by a BF110, which sent it crashing into the sea in flames, and there were no
survivors from the crew of F/O McBullock. Nothing was heard from the crew of Sgt Morrice
in the latter, and it was, therefore, presumed to have suffered a similar fate. The first night
operations by Wellingtons were leafleting sorties to Hamburg on the 11/12®. Thereafter, from
February to April, the Wellington squadrons were involved in isolated shipping searches in
the North Sea, and further leafleting operations, and it was the latter which precipitated the
squadron’s next loss. N2984 was bound for Bremen on the night of the 1/2** of March, when
it crashed in Suffolk eleven minutes after take-off, killing F/O Field and his crew.
Wellingtons were not involved in the first intentional bombing of enemy territory, which took
place on the 19/20™. In retaliation for the inadvertent slaying by a stray bomb of a civilian on
the island of Hoy, during a Luftwaffe raid on elements of the Royal Navy at Scapa Flow,
thirty Whitleys and twenty Hampdens carried out an attack on the seaplane base at Hornum
on the island of Sylt. Returning crews reported a highly successful outcome, which was
enthusiastically reported by the press, but photographic reconnaissance on the 6™ of April
failed to detect any signs of damage. On the 23/24™ P9225 was hit by flak over the French
coast while on the way home from a reconnaissance sortie, and it became necessary for F/O
Turner and his crew to abandon the Wellington to its fate. All arrived safely on the ground,
and returned to England two days later.

The gloves would come off in April, as German forces advanced into Scandinavia, but before
this took place, P9267 crashed on approach to Mildenhall during a training flight, killing four
of the occupants. F/L Griffiths-Jones and two others sustained injuries, to which a further man
later succumbed. At first light on the 9%, German troops marched unopposed into Denmark,
and began sea and airborne landings in southern Norway. Although Denmark was a lost cause
from the outset, the British and French responded by sending a force to carry out landings at
Narvik in northern Norway. Bomber Command was ordered to slow the enemy advance by
attacking shipping on the route from Germany, and the airfields at Oslo, Stavanger and
Trondheim, and the first sorties by 3 Group were conducted by 115 Squadron on the 11%. On
the 12 eighty three aircraft were involved in attacks on shipping at Stavanger, and this was
the largest bombing operation of the war to date, and also the last major daylight effort by
Wellingtons and Hampdens. In the face of a fierce fighter and flak defence, nine aircraft were
lost, including two from 149 Squadron. P9246 crashed into the sea in the target area, taking
with it the crew of Sgt Wheller, and P9266 was believed to have fallen victim to a BF110, and
also went into the sea, killing Sgt Goad and his crew. On the 21/22™, twelve Wellingtons
attacked the airfields at Stavanger and Aalborg for the loss of one of their number. This was



149 Squadron’s P9218, which crash-landed in Denmark, delivering F/O Knight and his crew
into enemy hands, the first of many from the squadron to become PoWs. Operations against
Norwegian airfields by the Wellington brigade continued for the remainder of the month, and
that against Stavanger on the 25/26™ involved 149 Squadron aircraft in an experiment. The
ground crews attached small blue lights to the Wellingtons, to enable the crews to maintain
visual contact with each other in cloud, but they proved impossible to see, and failed to
prevent formations from becoming dispersed. By the end of the first week in May, the ill-
fated Narvik expedition had already effectively failed gallantly, and shortly afterwards, events
closer to home grabbed the attention of the world.

At dawn on the 10™ of May, German forces began their advance through Luxembourg into
Belgium and Holland, and this signaled the start of the massacre of the Battle and Blenheim
squadrons of the Advanced Air Striking Force based in France, and the home-based Blenheim
squadrons of 2 Group. That night, thirty six Wellingtons were despatched to attack
Waalhaven airfield at Rotterdam, and returning 149 Squadron crews claimed hits on
buildings, and reported fires burning. A small number of Wellingtons and Whitleys attacked a
road junction west of the Rhine on the 12/13®, and eighteen of the type were involved in the
Aachen area on the 14/15™. On the 15®, the War Cabinet authorized the bombing of targets
east of the Rhine, and this allowed the Command to strike for the first time at Germany’s
industrial Ruhr. That night, ninety nine aircraft were sent to sixteen different targets,
including factories at Dortmund, Cologne, Sterkrade and Castrop-Rauxel, while twelve
Wellingtons and Whitleys targeted communications in Belgium. This was the first time that
over a hundred aircraft had been employed in a single night. Although it was intended that 3,
4 and 5 Groups would concentrate solely on strategic targets, such was the speed of the
enemy advance, that it became necessary for them to lend tactical support to the retreating
British Expeditionary Force. On the 17/ 18®, forty six Wellingtons were sent to attack troops
and communications in Belgium, and similar operations were mounted for the remainder of
the month and through the Dunkerque evacuation. On the 19/20® 149 Squadron crews
bombed a bridge at Courteilles in France, and another at Namur on the 21/22™. A marshalling
yard at Givet on the Franco-Belgian border was the target on the 23/24™, on return from
which, P9270 crashed in Suffolk, killing F/L Grant-Crawford and two of his crew, and
injuring two others. Two nights later, bridges were attacked in the same region, and P9247
ran short of fuel. P/O Sherwood was forced to put down at Le Bourget, where he and his crew
were not well received by their French hosts, and they returned home on the following day.

It seems likely that it was around this time, that W/C Kellett departed the squadron, and was
replaced by W/C Whitley. The evacuation from Dunkerque was completed on the 3" of June,
and that night, the Command set a new record, by despatching 142 aircraft, most of them to
urban targets in Germany, while a few Wellingtons carried out the final attacks on enemy
troop positions around Dunkerque. On the 6/7", the squadron was involved in operations
against enemy troops and communications in the Arras area, and on the 8/9™ it was bridges at
Abbeville. On the 10®, Italy entered the war, an eventuality which had been anticipated, and
for which provision had been made. A week earlier, an order had been issued, ordering the
formation of a special bombing force, made up of six Wellingtons each from 99 and 149
Squadrons, the former to be based at Salon, and the latter at Le Vallon in southern France.



The “Haddock Force” was specifically intended for operations against Italy, and flew out to
prepare for a raid. The permission of the French authorities had to be gained before the
operation could take place, and as this was not forthcoming, the crews returned home. That
night, L7800 failed to return to Mildenhall after a raid on Soissons, and it was later
established, that it had crashed into the sea, without survivors from the crew of F/O Douglas-
Cooper. The French relented on the 14 and the two squadrons flew out again for an
operation on the following night. In the meantime, that night, elements of 149 and 214
Squadrons, the latter conducting its first operation, flew deep into Germany, to drop the
“Razzle” incendiary device on the Black Forest. This was one of a number of weapons tried
out in the early stages of the war, and was intended to destroy by fire Germany’s wooded
areas and crop fields. The Command would persist with Razzle for a few months, but when it
failed to force the enemy to sue for peace, it was consigned to the “it was worth a try” file. On
the night of the 15/16®, eight Haddock force Wellingtons set out for Genoa, but only one
bombed, and on the following night, both Genoa and Milan were raided, on each occasion
without loss, and the force returned to England on the 18™ On the 17/18™ and 19/20%, 149
Squadron sent an element to the Ruhr, and on the 24/25™, six squadron crews participated in a
raid on industrial targets in Bremen, while three others went to Kamen. On the 250 Sgt WD
G Watkins was presented with a DFM by AVM Baldwin, the 3 Group AOC. Watkins was
destined to rise through the ranks, until being appointed to the command of XV Squadron in
April 1944. On the 16® of November of that year, he would be the sole survivor of his crew,
after being shot down during a daylight operation against Heinsberg. Eleven aircraft were
detailed for attacks on airfields in Holland on the 27/28% but one of those bound for Ostheim
burst a tyre on take-off, and was forced to abort.

The father of the RAF, Viscount Trenchard, paid a visit to Mildenhall on the the 3 of July,
and then it was back to business on the 5™. Seven 149 Squadron aircraft took part in cloud-
cover raids on German ports and airfields in Holland. The squadron contingent was assigned
to Bremen, Wilhelmshaven and Emden, and all returned safely claiming a successful outing.
Nine aircraft took off for night attacks on objectives at Bremen, Hamm and Osnabriick on the
9™ but were recalled because of worsening weather conditions. One crew failed to receive
the recall, and pressed on to complete its sortie, before returning safely. Two nights later, nine
aircraft joined others to attack U-Boat yards and a naval base at Bremen. L7805 failed to
return to Mildenhall, and there were no survivors from the crew of P/O Torgalson. Two nights
later, twelve Wellingtons were despatched, three each to Hamm, Osnabriick, Hamborn and
Duisburg, where port facilities and railway yards were the objectives. The Duke of Gloucester
visited the station on the 25"‘, and late that night, two crews were briefed to attack the airfield
at the important oil town of Gelsenkirchen. Both returned safely, although one lost an engine
at the Dutch coast, and was slightly damaged on landing. An aerodrome at Rottenburg was
the target for nine of the squadron’s aircraft on the 21/22™, and two nights later, ten carried
out a raid on Gotha, and dropped leaflets. All aircraft returned safely, but one observer was
killed by enemy action during the outward journey. 166 aircraft were out and about over the
Ruhr and Holland on the 25/26™, eight of them sent by 149 Squadron to attack aircraft
factories at Dortmund. The squadron’s final operations of the month involved nine aircraft on
the 29/30™, three each to attack industrial and railway targets at Monheim, Homberg and
Cologne. As invasion fever began to mount, and the Battle of Britain gained momentum



overhead, each Group was required to have designated aircraft standing by at readiness to
repel boarders, and this was the duty for six 149 Squadron crews on the 31%.

The procession of visiting dignitaries continued on the 1% of August with the Duke of York,
and that night, ten crews took part in a raid on industrial targets at Kamen, led by the
commanding officer. All returned safely, and stEent much of the next ten days on stand-by or
stand-down. Ten crews were briefed on the 11™ for an operation to Gelsenkirchen that night,
and for Razzling and nickeling. There were no losses to the defences, but P9244 collided with
a radio mast on approach to Mildenhall on return, and crashed with fatal consequences for
P/O Miller and his crew. Frankfurt, Soest and Hamm were the targets for eight crews on the
13/14% while eight crews were detailed for Koleda on the 16/ 17®, and two others to attack
the marshalling yards at Soest. R3174 failed to return from the former with the crew of flight
commander S/L Thwaites, and it was later learned that he and two others had lost their lives,
and that the three survivors were in enemy hands. The first Bomber Command raid of the war
on Berlin took place on the 25/26™ in retaliation for the bombing of London. Approximately
fifty aircraft were involved, including eight from 149 Squadron, whose crews were briefed to
bomb the aerodromes. The operation destroyed a summerhouse, but more importantly, it
demonstrated to the German people that Bomber Command could penetrate deep into their
homeland, despite the idle boast of the Luftwaffe chief, Reichsmarschal Goéring. Two nights
later, six 149 Squadron Wellingtons targeted the cruiser Gneisenau at Kiel, and lost one of
their number in the process. P9272 contained the crew of F/L Vaillant, all of whom survived
the experience to fall into enemy hands. The month ended for the squadron with a return by
ten aircraft to Berlin on the 30/31%, and all returned safely.

The Battle of Britain would reach its crescendo in mid September, and much of the
Command’s effort over the coming weeks would be directed at the build-up of marine craft in
enemy occupied ports, in preparation for Operation Sea Lion, the planned invasion of Britain.
Such operations had been undertaken throughout the summer, but now they were to take
precedence. The month began for 149 Squadron, however, with a return to the Black Forest
by ten aircraft with Razzles on the night of the 2/3™. The operation was repeated by seven
aircraft on the 5/6%, while a single crew attacked barges at Delfzijl. R3163 was absent from
Mildenhall on the following moming, and some time later, news filtered through that F/O
Burton and his crew were in captivity. Over a hundred aircraft were committed to operations
on the 8/9™, some against German ports containing U-Boat yards, and others to attack barges
at Boulogne and Ostend. 149 Squadron contributed eight aircraft to the assault on barges at
Boulogne, and two of them failed to return. P9245 crashed into the sea off the Essex coast,
and flight commander S/L Andrews and all but one of his crew went down with the
Wellington. The sole survivor was the second pilot, P/O Parish, who managed to swim
ashore. He would enjoy a distinguished career with 75(NZ) Squadron, before becoming a
Pathfinder with 7 Squadron, and losing his life in April 1943. R3175 was also lost in the sea,
and there were no survivors from the crew of P/O Leeds. On the 11/12™ nine crews were
despatched to a variety of targets at Hamm, Ostend and Brussels, and this time, all returned
safely home. Two nights later, nine crews carried out attacks on barges and other shipping at
Antwerp, and again operated without loss. The 15/ 16" was a busy night, on which the main
thrust was directed at the Channel ports. 149 Squadron put up nine aircraft for Calais, and a



further three for Soest, and all returned safely having completed their assigned tasks. It was
similar fare on the 18/19™, when eleven 149 Squadron crews were sent to Le Havre and
Flushing, and one failed to arrive back with the rest. R3160 was lost in the Channel, and it
took with it to their deaths the crew of P/O Pay. Seven squadron aircraft participated in
attacks on invasion craft at Dunkerque on the 21/22™, before a major assault was mounted
against Germany’s Capital on the 23/24™ The eighteen separate aiming points included
railway yards, power stations, gas works and factories, to which 129 aircraft were despatched,
including seven from Mildenhall. 112 crews claimed to have bombed within the Berlin area,
although searchlight glare and ground mist made target identification almost impossible. It
was back to barge concentrations at Calais for nine crews from 149 Squadron on the 25126%
while two others were sent on the long journey to Mannheim in southem Germany, to attack
marshalling yards. The squadron’s final operation of the month took place on the 28/29",
when six aircraft were sent to Hanau to attack industrial targets, while Le Havre and Soest
were visited by one aircraft each. R3164 failed to return from the first mentioned, but P/O
Petersen and four of his crew survived in enemy hands, while one man died.

149 Squadron opened its October account at widespread targets on the 1/2*%. Three crews
were briefed for Berlin, five for Gelsenkirchen, and one each for Le Havre and Soest, and all
returned safely home. From the 2™ to the 6™, the squadron was required to have six aircraft
on invasion alert stand-by, at three hours readiness from dusk till dawn, and no operations
were conducted during the period. The 5™ brought a change of leadership for the Command,
with the departure to become Chief-of-the-Air-Staff of Sir Charles Portal, and the installation
of AM Sir Richard Peirse as his successor. On the 7/8% ten 149 Squadron crews were
airborne, four for the long slog to Berlin, and the remainder to continue the anti-invasion
campaign at Boulogne. P/O Topham and his crew were thirty miles out over the sea in L7896,
a Wellington borrowed from 99 Squadron, when they came under attack from an enemy
nightfighter. The sortie was aborted, and with the undercarriage all but shot away, a belly-
landing was successfully carried out at Honington, without injury to the crew, who scrambled
clear before the wreckage was consumed by fire. They were more fortunate than their
colleagues in P9273, which was lost without trace with the crew of P/O Furness during an
operation to Herringhen on the 9/10®. Two nights later, four aircraft returned to this target,
while ten went to Kiel on the 13/14®) and two others attacked industrial targets at
Gelsenkirchen. Icing and low cloud hampered the night’s operations, and R3212 was forced
to return early with radio problems. This night’s targets were revisited on the 15/16® in
similar numbers, before bad weather intervened, and caused the cancellation of operations on
the 17/18" and 18/19™. Eleven aircraft took off from Mildenhall for three destinations on the
21/22™ Gelsenkirchen, Cologne and Hamburg, where the Bismarck was berthed. The
importance of the German battleship was reflected in the fact, that both 149 Squadron flight
commanders, S/Ls Lynch-Blosse and Griffith-Jones took part, along with F/L. Cookson, in
R3206, T2737, and N2775 respectively. The battleship was not hit, but eight large fires were
started within the city. On the 23/24™, the squadron contributed six aircraft to Berlin, and four
to Emden, and it was on return from the latter, that T2740 crashed, while F/O Donaldson was
trying to make an emergency landing near the Essex coast. He and his crew emerged
unscathed, he and his second pilot, P/O Woollatt, ultimately to go on to better things.
Woollatt played the role of second pilot to W/C “Pick” Pickard in the propaganda and morale



boosting film, Target for Tonight, which was released in 1941, and featured Wellington F-
Freddie. Later in the war, Woollatt would be appointed flight commander with 12 Squadron
in 1 Group. For his part, F/O Donaldson was not to be feted as a film star, but he would see
out the final eleven months of the war as the commanding officer of 192 Squadron in 100
Group. There were just two more nights of operations for the squadron before the turn of the
month, eleven aircraft divided between the oil refinery at Leuna, and industrial targets at
Bremen on the 26/27%. The largest effort on the 29/30% was reserved for Berlin, but only four
of the thirty aircraft involved actually reached the target area in the face of bad weather. 149
Squadron contributed eleven Wellingtons to the Capital, and two to Wilhelmshaven, and all
returned safely.

November would see the difficult weather conditions continuing, and a number of operations
would be effected. 149 Squadron contributed eleven aircraft to the night’s main activity at
Berlin on the 1/2™, and also sent three to Gelsenkirchen. Six aircraft were detailed for
operations on the 4/5™ when Le Havre and Boulogne were the destinations, but one sortie
was cancelled, and one aircraft was forced by the conditions to return early. Eighteen
Wellingtons set out for Berlin on the 6/7", seven of them from Mildenhall, but only one of the
force reached its objective in the conditions. On the 8/9™ nine squadron Wellingtons headed
for the marshalling yards at distant Munich, and fared better than the two crews joining a raid
on Gelsenkirchen, where bad weather intervened. It was a similar story on the 13/14™, and all
three operations involving 149 Squadron crews, Berlin, Gelsenkirchen and Cologne, were
ruined by adverse weather. It was, at least, a good month for the squadron in terms of losses,
and, in fact, only one aircraft would fail to return. This was N2774, which crashed in
Germany during an operation to Berlin on the 19/20% and there were no survivors from
among the crew of P/O Hide. On the 24™ 'W/C Whitley was posted away from the squadron,
to be replaced temporarily by flight commander S/L Heather. In the rank of Group Captain,
Whitley would become station commander at Linton-on-Ouse in May 1941, a post which he
retained until being shot down in a 76 Squadron Halifax in April 1943. Typically, he evaded
capture, and returned to resume his RAF career, and was to see out the war as the AOC 4
Group. On the 28™, W/C Powell was appointed as the new commanding officer, a position he
would retain until the following summer. That night, eight aircraft were despatched to
Mannheim, two to Disseldorf and one to Boulogne, and this concluded the squadron’s
operational activity for the month.

December was to be a less demanding month operationally, particularly at the start, and it was
the night of the 4/5™ before the squadron was first called into action. Five crews were briefed
for Turin, while five others were to target Diisseldorf, along with over seventy other aircraft.
Less than half reached their respective objectives as the weather played its part, but no losses
were incurred by the squadron. A number of operations were planned over the ensuing two
weeks, but were subsequently cancelled because of the weather. It was during this period, that
R1294 crashed near the airfield during an air-test on the afternoon of the 16" killing Sgt
Lloyd, and the other six occupants. The flight had been in preparation for the night’s major
operation to Mannheim, which was intended as a retaliatory gesture after the recent heavy
bombing of London, Coventry and Southampton. A forecast of poor weather at home reduced
the numbers taking part to 134 aircraft, but this still represented the largest force yet sent to a



single target. 149 Squadron put up a creditable fourteen aircraft for the operation, which was
to be led by the most experienced crews, whose bombs were supposed to start fires in the city
centre. This was not achieved, and the attack was scattered, although a relatively large
amount of damage for the period was inflicted on predominately residential districts. On
return to base, P9268 overshot the landing in the hands of Sgt Marr, who had been second
pilot on the occasion of the crash-landing of the 99 Squadron aircraft in October. Happily, as
then, there were no casualties to report. During the remainder of the year, the squadron took
part in an operation to the Pirelli factory at Milan on the 18/19%, a raid on Berlin on the
20/21%, and Ludwigshaven on the 23/24™ The few days after Christmas were beset by
inhospitable weather, and although aircraft took off for Lorient on the 28/29%  alternative
targets were bombed. It was a difficult year to categorize, having begun with the “Phoney
War” and a rethink on the policy of unescorted daylight raids. Apart from 2 Group, Bomber
Command had been largely untouched by the events in France, which had brought about the
massacre of the AASF. The so-called heavy squadrons had gained experience in flying over
hostile territory in the dark, but most of them did not have a clue where they were, to within
ten to twenty miles, and many claims of success were born out of optimism. The best that
could be said of Bomber Command in 1940, was that it was the only branch of the armed
forces able to present a belligerent and defiant face to an as yet all-conquering enemy, and
this it had done with enthusiasm.

1941

A second successive harsh winter played its part in restricting operations during January, and
most of those which were mounted, targeted German and French ports. Bremen was the
objective for the first three nights of January, although 149 Squadron only took part on the
2/3™ when contributing twelve Wellingtons to a scattered and ineffective raid. Snow and bad
visibility grounded the squadron from then until the 9/10%, when fourteen Wellingtons
departed Mildenhall for Gelsenkirchen. Less than half of the 135 original starters claimed to
have bombed as briefed, and many of these hit other Ruhr towns. Nine Wellingtons were sent
across the Alps to Italy on the 12/13" the 149 Squadron contingent led by W/C Powell. Five
returned home safely, but T2807 was absent, and it later became known that Sgt Hodgson and
his crew were in enemy hands. Whatever W/C Powell achieved during this operation, it was
worthy of a DSO, and this was presented to him by H.M. The King at Mildenhall on the 18%,
when flight commander S/L Sawrey-Cookson also received an award. The latter was destined
for higher office and a premature end, and this was to come with 75(NZ) Squadron, which he
would command from September, before losing his life in April 1942. On the 15™, a new Air
Ministry directive alluded to an approaching critical period for Germany’s oil situation, and
suggested that a concerted effort against this industry would have a material effect on the
enemy’s war effort. A list of seventeen targets was drawn up accordingly, the top nine of
which represented 80% of Germany’s production capacity, but it would be February before
Peirse could attempt to carry out his orders. Bad weather continued to keep 149 Squadron on
the ground almost until the end of the month, when twelve aircraft were despatched to attack
the Tirpitz at Wilhelmshaven on the 29/30™.



The start of February was also relatively quiet for the squadron, and it was not until the night
of the 4/5™ that it was next called into action. The target was an enemy warship at Brest, for
which nine aircraft took off, and all returned safely. Peirse’s monthly “big night” for February
fell on the 10/11®, when a new record number of 265 aircraft was despatched to various
targets. The majority, 222, headed for Hanover, and this number included eleven Wellingtons
from Mildenhall. 183 crews returned claiming to have bombed as briefed, while over thirty
others attacked alternatives. Also on this night, three Stirlings conducted the first operational
sorties by the type against oil storage tanks at Rotterdam, accompanied by forty other aircraft,
including three from 149 Squadron. 3 Group managed to put 119 aircraft into the air on this
night, the first time that any Group had achieved a hundred. On the following night, Bremen
was the main target, while a small force returned to Hanover. 149 Squadron supported both
operations with three and four aircraft respectively, and also sent four to Magdeburg. The
weather on return meant diversions for the Mildenhall brigade, and not all got down without
incident. L7811 was abandoned by Sgt Turner and his crew on return from Bremen, and all
arrived safely on the ground. Having been to Hanover, P9247 crashed in Lincolnshire, killing
one member of the crew of Sgt Warren, for whom this would be only a temporary reprieve.
The oil directive was put into effect on the 14/15™ at Gelsenkirchen and Homberg, nine
Wellingtons from 149 Squadron assigned to the Nordstern refinery at the former. On the
following night, it was the turn of Sterkrade and Homberg, but the numbers of aircraft
committed to these attacks precluded any chance of delivering a telling blow, even had all of
the bombs found the mark, which they clearly did not. Nineteen Wellingtons bombed
Wilhelmshaven on the 21/22™, and the single loss was the squadron’s R1045, which was lost
without trace with the crew of F/O Henderson.

March began with an unusually effective attack on Cologne on the 1/2™, which left around
ninety houses destroyed, and many others seriously damaged, along with sundry river craft
and commercial premises. Eleven 149 Squadron crews shared in the success, and then the
squadron sat out the next week and a half on the ground. During this period, on the 9%, a new
Air Ministry directive was issued in response to the continued and mounting losses of Allied
shipping to U-Boats in the Atlantic. This menace, and its partner-in-crime, the Focke-Wulf
Kondor long range maritime reconnaissance bomber, were to be hunted down and attacked
where-ever they could be found, at sea, in their bases, in the shipyards and assembly plants,
and at the component factories. A new list of targets was drawn up, headed by Kiel, Hamburg,
Vegesack and Bremen, each of which had at least one U-Boat construction yard, while the
last mentioned also contained a Focke-Wulf factory. On the 11/12") twenty seven
Wellingtons were despatched to Kiel, including twelve from Mildenhall. One returned early,
but the others all bombed as briefed and came safely home. The 12/13® brought a busy night
of operations, with Hamburg, Bremen and Berlin as the main targets for forces of eighty
eight, eighty six and seventy two aircraft respectively. The important Blohm & Voss U-Boat
yards, and four other ship building concerns were hit in Hamburg, and twelve high explosive
bombs landed in the Focke-Wulf factory at Bremen. Over a hundred aircraft returned to
Hamburg twenty four hours later, and inflicted further damage on the Blohm & Voss yards,
while starting over a hundred fires.



The Gelsenkirchen authorities retE)orted serious damage to an oil refinery after a raid by under
a hundred aircraft on the 14/15, but one of the 149 Squadron participating crews was not
able to attend debriefing. L7858 was shot down by a nightfighter over Holland, and there
were no survivors from the crew of Sgt Hawley. This was the start of a spate of losses for the
squadron over a period of five nights, which continued on the 17/18™, when R1474 was shot
down by an intruder on final approach to Mildenhall when returning from Bremen. The crew
was that of Sgt Warren, who, in the previous month, had survived the crash on return from
Hanover. On this night, only one of his original crew was on board, and sadly, there were no
survivors. Two nights later, while returning from a disappointing all-Wellington effort against
Cologne, R1159 clipped trees and crash-landed in Suffolk in the hands of Sgt Hall and his
crew, who were able to walk away. As home to a U-Boat base, Lorient was one of a number
of French ports to fall within the parameters of the recent directive, and was attacked on
consecutive nights from the 20/21%. A force of Wellingtons and Whitleys targeted Berlin on
the 23/24™ but complete cloud cover prevented an assessment of results. On the 29%, the
German cruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau were reported to be off Brest, and by the
following day, they had taken up residence. Thus began an eleven month saga, which would
occupy much of the Command’s attention, and cost it dearly in aircraft and crews for precious
little return. That night, fifty Wellingtons were among more than a hundred aircraft sent to the
port, but no hits were claimed on the warships. On the last night of the month, 9 and 149
Squadrons sent a total of six aircraft to Emden, for what, in its way, was a momentous
occasion. P/O Franks and crew took off in a Merlin powered Mk II Wellington, W5439, to
deliver the first ever 4,0001b high capacity bomb, or “cookie”, on Germany, for which the
aiming point was marked with incendiaries by 9 Squadron’s S/L. Wasse, a future commanding
officer of 149 Squadron. No aircraft were lost to the defences, but R1229 crashed during the
landing at Mildenhall, and although Sgt Morhen and his crew survived the incident, one man
later succumbed to his injuries.

Brest provided the main focus of attention in April, while Kiel was the most frequently visited
destination in Germany. Wellingtons made up more than half of the force bound for the
former on the 3/4™, when the warships were difficult to locate. On the following night, a
bomb landed in the dry dock occupied by the Gneisenau, but failed to explode. It was decided
to move the ship out into the harbour while the bomb was dealt with, and it was while moored
there on the next day, that a coastal command torpedo struck home and inflicted serious
damage. The gallant crew of the Beaufort had known that they were embarking on what was
tantamount to a suicide mission, and sadly, they all died in the withering hail of fire, ignorant
of their success. The pilot, F/O Campbell, was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross. The
Gneisenau would require six months to repair, and in the meantime, she and Scharnhorst
would continue to attract the attention of Bomber Command. Bad weather hampered a further
tilt at the warships on the 6/7“‘, before two effective attacks were delivered on Kiel on
consecutive nights. The first, on the 7/8", employed over two hundred aircraft, half of them
Wellingtons, and inflicted useful damage in the docks area, and caused a two day loss of
production at two U-Boat yards. The following night’s raid was centred more on the town
itself, and the casualty figure of 125 people killed and three hundred injured was the highest
of the war to date. X3167 failed to return to Mildenhall, having crashed into the sea, and there
were no survivors from the crew of Sgt Jago.



Berlin was the main taréet on the 9/10™ and then another assault was planned for Brest and
its lodgers on the 10/11™. Earlier in the day, R1181 collided with trees while taking off for a
training flight, before crashing near the airfield. The second pilot and another man were
killed, and the pilot, P/O Fisher, and the other five occupants were injured. 149 Squadron
contributed nine aircraft to the night’s operation, led by S/L. Cookson in R1593, but Sgt
Clifton was forced to put in at Abingdon, after R1343 developed engine trouble. Most crews
carried out two bombing runs, dropping a stick on each occasion, and a number of near
misses were claimed, although no hits. It was later established, that four bombs had struck the
Gneisenau, and fifty men were killed, and this further delayed the vessels return to sea-going
condition. While another raid on the port was in progress on the 12/13®, 149 Squadron
participated in an attack on Merignac airfield at Bordeaux. T2897 failed to return home with
the others, and new came through later, that it had crashed in France, killing Sgt Morison and
all but one of his crew. S/ Cookson again led the eleven strong squadron contingent when
Kiel was the target on the 15/16™, while the sole “cookie” was in the tender care of P/O
Grimston in W5399. He was The Honourable Bruce Grimston, son of the 4 Earl of Verulam.
His elder brother, The Honourable Brian Grimstone DFC, or the Honourable Grimmy, as he
was known, served with 156 Squadron of the Pathfinders, and lost his life in April 1943.
Bruce Grimstone would also be lost in July 1944, while serving with 524 Squadron of Coastal
Command. On this night, however, it was Sgt Meynell and his crew who failed to return in
R1439, which crashed in the target area with no survivors. Two nights later, when Berlin was
the main target, to which the squadron despatched five aircraft, ten Wellingtons raided
Cologne, and lost three of their number. Among them was 149 Squadron’s P9248, which was
lost without trace with the crew of Sgt Clifton. After another disappointing raid on Cologne
on the 20/21%, the remainder of the month was dominated by Brest and Kiel, but results were
poor in the face of adverse weather conditions, and no significant damage was achieved by
the few crews finding their respective targets.

May began with a raid on Hamburg on the 2/3™, where thirteen large fires were started, and
this was followed by Cologne twenty four hours later. Despite the commitment of a hundred
aircraft, no more than ten bomb loads fell within the city, and this outcome, which was
typical for the period, was repeated at Mannheim on the 5/6™. 141 aircraft set off for this
southern city, but only twenty five bomb loads found the mark, and damage was light and
superficial. It was a similar story at Hamburg on the 6/7%, before W/C Powell led a squadron
contingent to Brest on the 7/8". Hits were claimed on both of the resident German cruisers,
which were not confirmed, but at least, no losses were incurred. It was back to Hamburg on
the 8/9“‘, and this time, an effective attack developed, which resulted in over eighty fires, the
destruction of ten apartment blocks, and a death toll of 185 people, the highest of the war to
date. Four aircraft were missing from the original 188, and 149 Squadron was represented by
R1506, which fell victim to a nightfighter off Heligoland, and crashed into the sea. F/S Burch
and three of his crewwere killed, while the two survivors were taken into captivity. The twin
cities of Mannheim and Ludwigshafen, astride the Rhine in southern Germany, would feature
prominently as Bomber Command targets throughout the war, and 146 aircraft set out to
attack them on the 9/10®. In the context of the period, the operation was moderately
successful, and cost only two aircraft. On the following night, the squadron supported
operations to Hamburg and Berlin, the former creating over a hundred fires, while only twelve



of twenty three crews reported bombing in the Berlin area. Sgt Keymer and his crew failed to
return from the main objective in R1512, and no clue to their fate was ever found. P/O Franks
had been briefed for Berlin to deliver a cookie, but he was unable to reach that particular
destination, joining in at Hamburg instead. The 4,000 pounder was dropped from 14,000 feet,
and the crew reported the largest explosion that they had ever witnessed. The third raid on
Hamburg in four nights took place on the 11/12%, and this was also effective, and left over
eighty fires burning. A return to Mannheim and Ludwigshafen on the 12/13" was a dismal
failure, and a raid on Hanover three nights later was inconclusive and almost certainly
ineffective. Two attacks on Cologne on consecutive nights from the 16/17™ were
disappointing, the latter producing the better results, with the destruction of one industrial
premises and thirty houses. Earlier on the 17® S/L Clark had taken R1587 for a training
flight, and collided with a Hurricane of 1401 Met Flight over Cambridgeshire, with fatal
consequences for all on board the Wellington. It was probably during the course of this
month, that W/C Powell was posted from the squadron, to be replaced by W/C Beaman.

The first major operation in June was mounted by a force of 150 aircraft against Diisseldorf
on the 2/3™. Despite the enthusiastic claims of returning crews, the city authorities reported
only light, scattered damage. It was this kind of outcome, together with overly optimistic
reports of damage, which would lead to calls for the dissolution of an independent bomber
force a few months hence. Minor operations held sway for the next week, until the 10/11%,
when a hundred aircraft targeted the German cruisers at Brest, which now included the Prinz
Eugen. Diisseldorf and Duisburg were the main targets on the 11/12®, but it seems that many
of the bombs intended for them fell on Cologne. Briefed for the former, Sgt Harrison and his
crew found themselves in captivity, after W5439 was hit by flak, and had to be crash-landed
in Holland. The night of the 12/13" was devoted largely to attacks on railway yards, those at
Hamm and Osnabriick providing the objectives for all-Wellington forces. From mid month,
Cologne and Disseldorf dominated proceedings, and the two cities were targeted
simultaneously on no fewer than eight occasions between the 15/16™ and 26/27™. Not one of
the raids inflicted significant damage, and the disappointing month ended with raids on
Bremen on the 27/28" and 29/30™, the former resulting in the heaviest night loss of the war to
date, of fourteen aircraft.

The July account opened at Brest on the 1/2™, and it was an inauspicious beginning to the
month for 149 Squadron. R1343 crashed in the target area, killing P/O Vincent-Welch and his
crew, and there were no survivors either from the crew of P/O Horsfield, when R1408 crashed
in France. The assault on Bremen continued on the 2/3™ and 3/4&‘, when good bombing was
claimed, and Essen was also attacked by a predominately Wellington force on the latter
occasion. Brest followed on the 4/5" and 6/7®, with Miinster in between on the 5/6" and
again on the 6/7% On the 7/ 8“‘, an all-Wellington force of over a hundred aircraft took off for
Cologne, and those reaching the target delivered upon it its most effective raid of the year,
while a smaller all-Wellington force also produced good results at Miinster. On the following
night, Wellingtons returned to Miinster to hit railway installations, and a smaller number of
the type attacked a power station at Bielefeld. The former pre-empted a new Air Ministry
directive issued on the 9% which highlighted Germany’s transportation system and the morale
of its civilian population as its weakest points. The C-in-C was therefore urged to concentrate



his efforts during the moon period against the major railway centres ringing the Ruhr. On
moonless nights, the Rhine cities of Cologne, Diisseldorf and Duisburg would be easier to
locate, while on dark nights with less favourable weather conditions, more distant urban
targets were to be attacked. That night, an unusually destructive raid fell on Aachen, with
Wellingtons playing only a minor role, while the majority of the Wellingtons operating were
failing dismally at Osnabriick. It was no better on the following night, when Wellingtons
dominated in a raid on Cologne by over a hundred aircraft, which achieved only slight
superficial damage. 149 Squadron had sustained no losses since the first night of the month,
but T2737 failed to return from what was claimed as a highly successful raid on Bremen on
the 14/15™, and the entire crew of P/O Dixon was later reported to be in captivity. Three
nights later, a flak damaged N2853 crashed in Suffolk on return from Cologne, after Sgt
Stewart was blinded by a searchlight. He and four of his crew suffered injuries, and one man
was killed.

Ineffective operations were mounted against Cologne, Frankfurt and Mannheim over the next
few nights, before a major daylight attempt on the cruisers at Brest was planned for the 24™.
On the 23", the Scharnhorst slipped out of port and headed south to La Pallice, forcing a
change of the plan, which had originally involved around 150 aircraft going to Brest. The new
plan called for an attack on the Scharnhorst at its new location by Halifaxes, while
Wellingtons from 1 and 3 Groups concentrated on the Gneisenau and Prinz Eugen. Three
Fortresses of 2 Group’s 90 Squadron were to carry out high level bombing runs to draw up
some of the enemy fighters, while Hampdens of 5 Group did likewise at a less rarified
altitude under the umbrella of a Spitfire escort. The seventy nine Wellingtons were to take
advantage of the distractions to make their attack without cover, and would hopefully fight
their way through to the target. In the event, the fighter opposition was far stronger than
expected, and ten Wellingtons were shot down. Six hits were claimed on the Gneisenau,
although they were unconfirmed, but the Halifaxes severely damaged the Scharnhorst, at great
cost to themselves, and she was forced to return to Brest, where better repair facilities existed.
The month ended with another ineffective raid on Cologne on the 30/31%, for which the
continuing period of bad weather was blamed.

August’s operations for the Wellington brigade began at Hamburg and Berlin on the 2/3", the
squadron providing eleven aircraft for the former, two of which brought their bombs home
and two others attacked alternatives. The month continued with a useful raid on Mannheim
on the 5/6™, for which the squadron again put up eleven aircraft. R1524 was absent from
Mildenhall after this operation, having crashed in Belgium, and there were no survivors from
the crew of Sgt Fowler. The same target claimed X9633 on the following night, this
Wellington also going down over Belgium, and taking to their deaths the crew of Sgt Farmer.
Essen escaped with light damage on the 7/8", despite the commitment of over a hundred
aircraft, including thirty two Wellingtons, while forty five others were sent to bomb railway
yards at Hamm. Hamburg was the target for Wellingtons on the 8/9™ and Hanover and Berlin
on the 12/13® P/O Beamer and his crew were briefed for Hanover, and they all died, when
R1024 was shot down into the sea off Sylt. T2716 was hit by flak, which killed one member
of the crew, and was further damaged by the attentions of a nightfighter. P/O Fox crash-
landed the Wellington in Suffolk, and another member of the crew subsequently succumbed



to his injuries. Hanover was the main target on the 14/15™, while most of the Wellingtons
operating on the 16/17™ were sent to Cologne and Duisburg, the 149 Squadron contingent of
seven targeting the latter. It was on the 18® that civil servant Mr D M Butt completed his
analysis of recent Bomber Command operations, and its disclosures were to send shock
waves reverberating around the Cabinet Room and the Air Ministry. Having studied around
four thousand photographs taken during a hundred night operations in June and July, he
concluded that only a tiny fraction of bombs were falling within miles of their intended
targets. This swept away at a stroke any notion that the Command was having an effect on the
enemy’s war effort, and demonstrated its claims of success to be little more than propaganda.
It also provided ammunition for the detractors, who were calling for bomber aircraft to be
redistributed to other Commands, to help in the battle against the U-Boat, and to redress
reversals in the Middle East. These damning revelations would forever unjustly blight the
period of tenure as C-in-C of Sir Richard Peirse, and would ultimately lead to his departure.

On the night of the report’s release, forty one Wellingtons, including seven from Mildenhall,
were sent to attack railway installations at Duisburg, and 149 Squadron’s X9704 failed to
return. This aircraft was shot down by a nightfighter over Holland, killing P/O Lynn and one
of his crew, and a further man succumbed to his injuries while in captivity. X9746 was also
engaged by a nightfighter and severely damaged, but P/O Gregory was able to nurse it back
home to a safe landing, where it was declared to be beyond economical regair. It was possibly
this exploit which sealed the award to P/O Gregory of the DFC on the 26™. The final third of
the month was dogged by bad weather, and operations to Kiel on the 19/20®, Mannheim on
the 22/23“, Karlsruhe on the 25/26™, Cologne on the 26/27", Mannheim again on the 27/28®,
Duisburg on the 28/29®, Frankfurt and Mannheim on the 29/30® and Cologne and Essen on
the night of the 31* were generally ineffective, and damage was nowhere significant.

Cologne hosted a small raid by Wellingtons and Hampdens to open the September account on
the 1/2™, and this was followed by Frankfurt and Berlin twenty four hours later. 1, 4 and 5
Groups were recalled while outbound for Brest on the 3/4™, but the 3 Group crews pressed on
to bomb on estimated positions through a smoke screen. Almost two hundred aircraft set off
for Berlin on the night of the 7/8™, and 137 crews claimed to have reached and bombed the
target, three of which were from 149 Squadron. A modest degree of damage was inflicted on
houses, transport and public utilities and a handful of war industry factories, but it was
achieved at a cost of fifteen aircraft, plus three others from a simultaneous raid on Kiel, to
which the squadron had committed two aircraft without casualty. This made it the heaviest
night loss of the war to date, and among the missing was 149 Squadron’s X9705, in which Sgt
Fenton and his crew lost their lives. The weather relented in time for the first major attack of
the war on Kassel on the 8/9™, and clear skies provided an opportunity for the crews to inflict
some useful damage on two important industrial premises, some public buildings and a
railwzg' station. Fifty five Wellingtons were despatched to bomb shipyards at Kiel on the
11/12"7, and two of them failed to return. Of these, X9879 was one of seven aircraft from
Mildenhall, and it crashed in the target area, killing Sgt Bennett and his crew. On a brighter
note, there would now follow almost six weeks of loss-free operations, despite a busy
schedule, which, for the remainder of the month, was as follows; two freshman crews to
Cherbourg on the 12/13“‘, eleven aircraft to Brest on the 13/14™, seven to Karlsruhe and three



to Le Havre on the 16/1 7“‘, eight to Stettin on the 19/20% ten to Berlin, two to Miinster and
one to Boulogne on the 22/23™, eight to Genoa, two to Frankfurt and three to Emden on the
28/29"™ and seven to Stettin, four to Hamburg and two to Cherbourg on the night of the 30%.
Twelve sorties were also launched to Genoa, Cologne and Emden on the 26/27“‘, but they
were recalled in the face of worsening weather conditions.

On the 12% of October, Stirlings N6093 and W7448 arrived at Mildenhall in preparation for
the squadron’s conversion to the type, following in the footsteps of 7 and XV Squadrons. The
first major night of activity of the month came that night, when the main course was
Nuremberg, the birthplace of Nazism, for which eighty two Wellingtons were detailed, while
smaller forces went to Bremen and Hiils. The 373 sorties represented a new record, but this
massive effort was not rewarded with success, and few bombs found the mark at any of the
targets. Matters did not improve much, if at all, at Diisseldorf on the 13/ 148 Nuremberg on
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