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A Prairie Boy Remembers 

Ray Wall was an enthusiastic supporter of the Bomber Command Museum, donating several 
artifacts during our early years. Following Rayôs passing, his family donated his story, 

together with  a wonderful and carefully preserved collection of several dozens of letters, his 
logbook, photographs and other documents that are the basis of this summary of  
his wartime experiences as a 408 Squadron bomb-aimer and Prisoner of War. 



  



  





  

  



 



 

At this turning point, Stendal a town seventy miles west 
of Berlin, our Lancaster was attacked from underneath by a 
German nightfighter aircraft.  

I can only recall a sudden shudder and an immediate loss of  
   airspeed. Glancing out it was evident that three of the four engines  
   were on fire with a heavy bomb load we were quickly moving into a   
   stall position. The pressure increased until a person could barely   
   move your body. You may have experienced a little of that feeling 
   when in a fast moving elevator.   

Our pilot was just able to control the plane and to get the 
bomb doors open and to immediately release the bombs. This at 
once made the Lancaster more manageable and we were ordered 
to abandon the aircraft. From an operational height of about 
19,500 feet I suppose that I was first out from the nose exit which 
was about 20" x 20". In the dark and commotion before jumping, 
my parachute became partly loosened on my chest and I held it to 
me as I leaned forward and fell through the opening into the dark 
cold atmosphere. I pulled the chute ring too soon but it did not 
catch on the aircraft and within a few seconds the noise and fire 
changed to a calm float downwards in thick cloud. Assessing my 
condition I realized that the harness of the parachute must have 
cut my right eyelid and my right ear. Also I had lost my warm 
flying boots and I could feel the frost at that height in the sky.  

 

      



Left to Right: F/Sgt. Benny Griep Pilot POW, Sgt. ñSydò Hughes Rear Gunner KIA, Sgt. 
ñMacò Mackinnon Wireless Op POW, Sgt. Bill Plunkett Upper Gunner KIA, Sgt. ñMikeò 
Meikle POW, F/Sgt. Jimmy Tames, POW, F/O Ray Wall Bomb Aimer PO. 





 




