
The following 138 page album kept by F/O Frank Nelson DFC follows his 

training at No. 2 Manning Depot Brandon, No. 2 B&G Mossbank, No. 5 AOS 

Winnipeg, No. 82 OTU Ossington, tour of operations with 408 Squadron at 

Linton-on-Ouse, and eventual discharge from the RCAF in 1945. 

Of particular interest are photos of a daylight operation beginning on page 

26 and his óThe Story of an Operationô that begins on page 28. 

NELSON, F/O Frank Irwin (J24623) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.408 Squadron - Award effective 4 

November 1944 as per London Gazette dated 14 November 1944 and AFRO 239/45 dated 9 February 1945. 

Born 11 February 1917 in Winnipeg; home there (accountant); enlisted there 28 April 1942 and posted to No.2 

Manning Depot. To No.2 BGS, Mossbank, 18 July 1942. To No.2 ITS, 13 September 1942; graduated and 

promoted LAC, 7 November 1942 but not posted to No.5 AOS, Winnipeg until 22 November 1942; graduated 

and commissioned, 19 March 1943. To ?Y? Depot, 4 April 1943. Disembarked in Britain, 29 April 1943. 

Attached to army for observation duty, 21 May 1943; to No.6 (Observer) AFU, 17 August 1943 (Ansons, 44.35). 

To No.82 OTU, 14 September 1943 (Wellingtons, 88.50). To No.61 Base, 14 January 1944 and attended No.6 

Group Battle Course. Attached to No.1666 Conversion Unit, 27 January 1944. Attached to No.1659 Conversion 

Unit, 28 January to 18 March 1944. To No.408 Squadron, 18 March 1944. Repatriated via Rockcliffe, 2 

November 1944. To No.2 Air Command, 14 December 1944. To No.8 Repair Depot, Winnipeg, 17 December 

1944. To No.3 ANS, Portage la Prairie, 6 May 1945. To Western Air Command, 16 May 1945. To No.8 Release 

Centre, 24 July 1945. Retired 25 July 1945. Medal presented 1 February 1946. Died in Vancouver, 5 April 1967 

as per British Columbia Vital Statistics.  

No citation other than \ "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] 

invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty.\ "  

DHist file 181.009 D.1633 (RG.24 Vol.20603) has recommendation dated 18 August 1944 when he had flown 

32 sorties (164 hours 35 minutes), 25 March to 8 August 1944. Flying Officer Nelson has completed a tour of 

operations as navigator on four-engine bombers. On all his sorties the standard of navigation achieved by him 

was of the highest order. The excellence of his navigation inspired his crew with great confidence and was a 

very large contributing factor to the outstanding results attained by them. Flying Officer Nelson at all times 

showed great operational keenness and by his cheerful determination and excellent work set a splendid 

example to all navigators of this squadron.  

The sortie list was as follows: 25 March 1944 - Aulnoye (5.20) 18 April 1944 - Noisy-le-Sec (5.15) 22 April 1944 - 

Dusseldorf (5.00) 24 April 1944 - Karlsruhe (7.00) 26 April 1944 - Essen (5.05) 27 April 1944 - Friedrichshaven 

(8.30) 8 May 1944 - Haine St. Pierre (4.20) 10 May 1944 - Ghent (4.00) 19 May 1944 - Merville Franceville 

(4.40) 24 May 1944 - Aachen (4.50) 5 June 1944 - Longues (4.50) 6 June 1944 - Coutances (5.40) 8 June 1944 - 

Mayenne (6.20) 12 June 1944 - Cambrai (6.20) 15 June 1944 - Boulogne (3.50) 17 June 1944 - Oisemonte (4.15) 

21 June 1944 - St. Martin (4.00) 23 June 1944 - Bientques (3.20) 27 June 1944 - Foret d?Eawy (3.50) 4 July 1944 

- Villeneuve St. Georges (5.45) 6 July 1944 - Coquereaux (4.25) 18 July 1944 - Caen (4.10) 18 July 1944 - 

Wesseling (5.00) 23 July 1944 - Kiel (5.35) 25 July 1944 - Stuttgart (8.15) 28 July 1944 - Hamburg (5.00) 1 

August 1944 - Ferme de Forrestel (4.10) 3 August 1944 - Bois de Cassan (4.05) 4 August 1944 - Bois de Cassan 

(4.30) 5 August 1944 - St. Leu d?Esserent (5.20) 7 August 1944 - Caen (3.55) 8 August 1944 - Foret de Chantilly 

(4.25)  


































