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Introduction 

RAF Bomber Command controlled the Royal Air Force's bomber Squadrons from 1936 to 1968. It 
played a central role in the strategic bombing of Germany in World War II supported by the USA Air 
Force. After the bombing of London by the German Luftwaffe and the Battle of Britain over South 
East England the government realised its bomber force was inadequate with Handley Page 
ΨHampdenΩ, Armstrong Whitworth ΨWhitleyΩ, Short ΨStirlingΩ and IŀƴŘƭŜȅ tŀƎŜ ΨHalifaxΩ bombers. It 
put out for tender designs for a new breed of bomber that could fly faster and higher and could 
support a larger bomb load. The first of these to emerge was the Avro Manchester Bomber but its 
two Vulture engine design and engine failure rate soon curtailed its operational use. Roy Chadwick 
from Avro redesigned it for a longer wingspan and four Rolls Royce Merlin engines and it was an 
immediate success. Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊΩ 

It was first manufactured in Chadderton in Cheshire by Avro and later at Woodford and Yeadon.  
Armstrong Whitworth at Whitely in Coventry and Metropolitan-Vickers at Trafford Park in 
Manchester were also major producers. Austin Motors of Longbridge and Vickers Armstrong of Castle 
Bromwich and Chester were minor producers. Even Canadian company Victory Aircraft built some 
under licence. In total 7377 were built but 3736 were lost in action. Lancasters had a crew of 7. 
Lancasters, Sterlings, Halifaxes and Wellingtons formed the majority of WW ll Bomber Aircraft. 

The first production Lancaster L7527 flew for the first time on 31st October 1941. No 44 Squadron at 
RAF Waddington received its first Lancaster in late 1941 and became the first squadron to convert 
completely to them. 

From 1942 onward, the British bombing campaign against Germany became less restrictive and 
increasingly targeted industrial sites and the civilian manpower base essential for German war 
production. In total 364,514 operational sorties were flown, 1,030,500 tons of bombs were dropped 
and 8,325 aircraft lost in action. Bomber Command crews also suffered a high casualty rate: 55,573 
were killed out of a total of 125,000 aircrew. A 44.4% KIA death rate. A further 8,403 men were 
wounded in action, and 9,838 became prisoners of war. The decision to blanket bomb Germany was 
controversial then and still is today but the story of WW ll is however for others to tell. 

Post war Jet power was developing fast and Bomber Command stood at the peak of its military 
power in the 1960s. The V bombers held the United Kingdom's nuclear deterrent with a 
supplemental force of Canberra light bombers. 

Chapter One 

Lancaster LL783 

This aircraft was made at the Armstrong Whitworth factory at Whitely in Coventry. Among others this 
is the production record for the batch in which LL783 was included. In total they produced 1329 
Lancasters 

Type: Avro Type 683 ς Lancaster Mk. I 

S/N Range: 
LL740-LL758, LL771-LL813, LL826-LL867, LL880-LL923, LL935-LL977, 
  
LM100-LM142, LM156-LM192, LM205-LM243 and LM257-LM296. 

Data: 

Part of the third production batch of 350 aircraft built by Sir W.G. 
Armstrong Whitworth Aircraft Ltd., Whitley, Coventry, being the 
third part of Contract No. 239/SAS/C4(C). LL740-LL758, LL771-LL813, 
LL826-LL867, LL880-LL923, LL935-LL977, LM100-LM142, LM156-
LM192, LM205-LM243 and LM257-LM296. Deliveries commenced 
Nov 43; completed Aug 44 (average rate of production, 
approximately 10 aircraft per week). 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_bombing_during_World_War_II#Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Area_bombing_directive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armed_forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armed_forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V_bomber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Electric_Canberra
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Deliveries of this batch commenced in November 1943 and if you look at the Secker Crew Log Books 
you will see that they took delivery for Test flights on 1st February 1944 at 619 Squadron stationed at 
RAF Coningsby and took it for a fuel consumption test flight. It was not until 15th February that it was 
taken on its first official Operation bombing raid over Berlin in Germany (more later) but this delay 
was mostly on account of poor weather 

619 Squadron was formed on 18th April 1943 as part of 5 Group Bomber Command at RAF Woodhall 
Spa in Lincolnshire. Its Sqn code was PG. The crew accommodation was at Thorpe Camp. On 9th Jan 
1944 the Sqn moved to RAF Coningsby as 617 Sqn Dambusters took over at Woodhall Spa. Later, on 
the 17th April 1944 the Sqn moved for a third time to Dunholme Lodge. Although the crew of LL783 
made Operations in other Lancasters from Woodhall Spa, the aircraft itself only flew from Coningsby 
and Dunholme Lodge. 44 Sqn (Rhodesia) was also based at Dunholme Lodge at the same time 

Unlike the other Squadrons it did not have an official badge. One was designed but not adopted by 
the College of Heralds in time before the Squadron was disbanded. The unofficial badge is a Heron 
holding an Axe based on the Stork Coat of Arms of Hackthorne Hall at RAF Strubby where the Sqn 
was stationed from 28th Sept 1944. The Sqn actually underwent a further move to RAF Skellingthorpe 
from where it was disbanded on 19th July 1945 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ [[туо ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ tD-C. This particular one was the 2nd but not the last. The aircraft 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ Ψ/Ω Charlie was replaced as ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ΨǎǘǊǳŎƪ ƻŦŦ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΩ όƭƻǎǘύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ нл 
Lancasters in a Squadron all with PG and a different identification letter 

Aircraft with PG-C markings were 

ED839 Lost 09.10.43          LL783 Lost 06.06.44          ME846 Lost 22.06.44          JA847 Lost 03.12.44 

The crews designed the individual Nose ArtΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨƭǳŎƪȅΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǾŜǊǘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊΦ 

[[туо ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ Ψ/ƛƴŘŜǊΩǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭƻǳŘǎΩ. Cinders for short. But during radio communications it 
responded as C-Charlie 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

There were 7 crew members 

Pilot,                Flight Engineer,                Navigator 

Bomb Aimer (Air Bomber & Front Gunner)  

Wireless Operator,    Mid Upper Gunner,   Rear Gunner 

They are listed in Operation Records in that order. 

Crews generally banded/bonded together by natural selection 

during training, mainly if they got on well together 
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Most of the crews had an average age of 22 which meant that they all joined as volunteers when they 

were 20. They had to undergo RAF Basic Training before being posted to Air Training Schools (very 

often abroad) then to Operational Training Units and then to Operational Conversion Units for the 

type of aircraft they were to fly. The first LL783 crew seemed to have bonded at 17 OTU RAF 

Silverstone in July 1943 flying Wellington Bombers and both crews in this story at Heavy OCU 1661 

based at RAF Winthorpe near Newark (now the Aircraft Museum and Showground) where they flew 

Manchester and Lancasters bombers 

LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀƛǊŎǊŜǿ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ and enlisted from the RAF 

Volunteer Reserves (VR). They were given the Rank of Sergeant and ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ {ƎǘΩǎ Ǉŀȅ. Many 

rose through the ranks  as their careers developed. A pilot was usually considered an Officer but 

many started flying as Sergeants. 

 

RAF Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire 

The crew below were posted to RAF Woodhall Spa on 22nd October 1943. Their first flight was on 

11th November and their first Operation was over Berlin on 22nd November. However it is mentioned 

in passing because LL783 never flew from Woodhall Spa 

 

For October 1943 the Operations Record Book for 619 Squadron records 

ά¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎǊŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊέ (Woodhall Spa) 

Among others crews ...               Their Common names and positions (in blue) were not listed in that record. 

Pilot     158071    P/O Secker FG                      Freddie                   Pilot                              Frederick Gordon 

F/E       1850454  Sgt  Gillespie JW                   Jack   (Giles)     Flight Engineer                 Jack Wilson 

Nav      1324970  Sgt  Cave WJC                       Jack                         Navigator                     William John Capstick 

A/B      1391862  Sgt  South JH                         Sam                         Air Bomber                  John Hugh 

W/Op  1119192  Sgt  Currie WH                      Bill                           Wireless Operator     William Henry 

MU/G 1601781  Sgt   Hole DE                          Doug                       Rear Gunner                Douglas Edward 

R/G     1318062  Sgt   Shortt D                          Don                         Mid Upper Gunner     Donald 

From 1661 Conversion Unit  wef. 22/10/43 (with effect from) 

 

So this was the team that went on to fly 29 Operations before their Tour of Duty ended (normally 30 see later) 

but crews were swapped around occasionally making up numbers. LL783 was handed over to Pilot Officer 

Freddie {ŜŎƪŜǊΩǎ Crew for test flights on 1st February 1944 about 3 weeks after they had moved from Woodhall 

Spa to Coningsby. Between 22nd November and 1st February the crew had made seven other Operational 

Bombing sorties in various Lancasters from RAF Woodhall Spa. Photos of Woodhall Spa are scarce but here is a 

stylised one of the runway and another, a wildlife sanctuary as it is today after gravel extraction works 
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RAF Coningsby, Lincolnshire 

 

February 1944 
So now with a brand new Lancaster which turned out to be good to handle and respond they set about 

coordinating and honing their skills together on their new RAF Station at Coningsby. 

On the 5th, 6th, 8th, 9th they went on High level Bombing practice runs combined with Photography, Formation 

and ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŀŘŀǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨaƻƴƛŎŀΩΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ммth and 12th they flew in another Lancaster 

before coming back to PG-C, Cinders of the Clouds permanently. TƘŜ ŎǊŜǿ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨbƻǎŜ !ǊǘΩ. 

Now I have been lucky in my previous researches and have managed to obtain copies of six out of the seven 

crew memberΩs Flying Log Books. On the 15th Feb 1944 they each record their 8th Operational sortie as 

Operations or ΨOpΩ Berlin and the Bomb Aimer records 10300 lbs of Bombs aboard. Of course there was a huge 

team of ground crew who prepared and repaired the aircraft before ever it could take off. For every aircraft 

there were probably only 6 (often less) ground crew responsible for servicing, repairing, refuelling, arming all 

three guns and loading the bombs. Fuel had to be calculated for the distance they were to fly and get them 

back. They mostly considered it their aircraft but on loan to the aircrew. 

The mission Target was not released until hours before the take-off time. Briefing plans had to be made with 

Navigational compass bearings, Flight speed and height, Decoy flights, call signs, fighter escort, formations for 

the Bomber Stream. At the target zone there were different coloured target flares dropped in advance by 

Pathfinders. At what point did they drop their bomb-load ? Then what route did they take to get back home ? 

Of course the weather played a big part. Clear nights made them easy targets for German Fighters but made 

the target easier to find. Too much and too low cloud cover made the target visibility poor. Generally non-

rainy but 50-60% cloudy nights were considered best. In a non-heated Lancaster flying at 20000 feet 

temperature could get to below minus 40°C. Warm clothing and many layers were needed especially for the 

Rear Gunner. Oxygen was also needed at that height. 

Here are some comparisons of their log book entries for that mission in Cinders 

 

15th CŜō мфпп [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊ Ψ/Ω [[туо.      Coningsby                                                       N indicates a night time mission 

 

Position Name  Notes Take Off  Flight Time 

Pilot P/O  Secker  FG Op 8 Berlin Crew  7.35 N 

Flight Engineer Sgt   Gillespie  
JW 

Op 8 Berlin  16.18 7.35 N 

Navigator* Sgt   Cave    WJC Op 8  Operations Berlin  17.12 7.35 N 

Air Bomber Sgt   South   JH Op 8  A/B  Ops Berlin 10300 lbs  7.35 N 

Wireless Operator Sgt   Currie   WH Op 8 Berlin  17.10 7.35 N 

Rear Gunner Sgt   Hole   DE Op 8 Berlin  16.18 7.35 N 

Mid-Upper 
Gunner 

Sgt   Shortt  D Records not known    

 

*  One such entry line looks like this from Bill Cave Navigator 

 
 

And another by Rear Gunner Doug Hole 

 
 

So who were this crew? IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ. 
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Back Row:- Jack Cave, Bill Currie, Sam South, Jack Gillespie  Front Row:- Doug Hole, Freddie Secker, Don Shortt 

 

The Pilot has a double wing badge (brevet). TƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƛǊŎǊŜǿ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǿƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŘŜƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƻƭŜΧΦΦ 

E  Flight Engineer,  N  Navigator, B  Bomb Aimer (Air Bomber),  RO  Radio/Wireless Operator,  AG  Air Gunner. 

                   
 

And to make this photo really personal they all signed it on the back 
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Obviously this is the story of one particular Lancaster LL783 ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎΧΦ {ƻǊǘ ƻŦΣ 

like a diary. WŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǳƴŦƻƭŘǎΦ The Operational  Record Book (ORB) records that first PG-C 

flight (Crew Op  8). 

 

 
 

This is from Public Archives Catalogue   Ref Air/21/2131  Operation Log Book 619 Squadron February 1944 

 

tCC aŀǊƪŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ tŀǘƘŦƛƴŘŜǊ CƭŀǊŜǎ          ¢LΩǎ ŀǊŜ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ LƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ      млκмлth Clouds means 100% Cloud cover 

1712 is Take-off time and 0047 was return landing the next day. February would have been very cold. 

Traditionally, after de-briefing the crew got a Bacon and Egg breakfast (despite wartime rationing) but not 

necessarily in that order as they were famished. They were tired, stressed and probably shell shocked but 

nevertheless happy to return safely. They did not fly again until 19th February 

 

hƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΧΦΦнл [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊǎ from 610 Sqn took off on this raid. PG-L had to Boomerang (turn back) 

1 FTR (Failed to Return PG-O F/O Rumble). It was on this raid that P/O Roberts crash landed on return (see 

later) 

20 Lancasters at once was the maximum recorded for 619 Sqn 

 

Bomber Command records show that 891 Aircraft went on this raid.  

561 Lancasters, 314 Halifaxes and 16 Mosquitos. The largest force sent to Berlin. 

43 FTR. 26 Lancasters and 17 Halifaxes representing 4.8% casualties. 

 

So what did they do in their few days off and before their next sortie? To start with the ground crew would 

have to overhaul the air craft. Check for flack and bullet damage, patch and repair the aluminium shell of the 

aircraft. Then there were the engines. Rolls Royce Merlin XX 22 or 24 versions needed maintenance and TLC. 

The Manchester Aircraft only had two Vulture engines and if one failed the other could not support flight. 

With the more powerful and more reliable Merlin engines ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘǿƻ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ΨƭƛƳǇΩ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

The Oxygen cylinders needed refilling and the on-ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ΨǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΩ. The three gun turrets need re-

arming but the Bomb loads were not done until just before the next sortie. The Aircrew needed to check that 

everything was to their satisfaction. After their professional responsibilities then maybe there was time for a 

ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǊŜƭŀȄŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƻǾŜǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ǉǳƻǘŀǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳōǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŜƎ .ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ ŀǘ 

Tattershall Thorpe or The Still, The Peacock and Queen of India in Boston. They were after all just young men. 

 

So 19th February arrives, they have their C.O Briefing the Target is Leipzig. The Ground crew immediately check 

the bomb load and type requirement and refuel the aircraft according to the flying distance. 
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This time The Air Bomber Sam South records the flight. It was their 9th Operation with 10,912 lbs of Bombs 

 

 
 

 

And the ORB records 

 
 

19 619 Lancasters took off on this raid. The attack was successful. All returned 

 

Their next Operation No 10 was the very next night 20th February. Barely enough time to catch up on sleep. 

In fact here are the next six entries from Pilot CǊŜŘŘƛŜ {ŜŎƪŜǊΩs Logbook

 
 

Bomb loading and refuelling 

by Ground Crew 
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And the take-off and landing times 

 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ wŜŀǊ DǳƴƴŜǊ 5ƻǳƎ IƻƭŜΩǎ [og book, taking them up to Operation 12 to Augsburg 

 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜƭȅ 

 

We also need to look at the ORB Operations log book for these sorties. This was Operation No 10 to Stuttgart 

 

 
15 619 Lancasters took off on this raid. Another successful outcome with big fires. All returned 

 

Operation 11 was on 24thFebruary 1944 was to Schweinfurt 

 

18 619 Lancasters took off on this raid. 1 FTR (PG-N F/O Williams) 

 

Operation Number 12 was to Augsburg on 25th February 

 

 
13 619 Lancasters took off on this raid. A high standard of marker flares was reported. All returned 

 

There were no more Squadron flights for the rest of the month but on the 26th The Secretary of State for Air Sir 

Archibald Sinclair visited the Sqn. Their success rate was 95% and casualties low at only 2.6% 

 

The February Squadron records show 

5 Operations       75 Sorties      A/C Missing 2     Boomerangs 2 (return due to technical failures. No bombing) 

 



10 
 

March 1944 
The 1st March was their 13th Operation was to Stuttgart. Flt Engineer WŀŎƪ ΨGilesΩ DƛƭƭŜǎǇƛŜΩǎ ƭƻƎ ōƻƻƪ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ . 

 
 

 

And as verified by Wireless Operator Bill CurrieΩǎ Log Book 

 
 

The ORB also records this sortie 

 
16 619 Lancasters took off on this raid. Bombing was not totally accurate and woodland was burned. All 

returned 

 

The Crew must have had some time off for 2 weeks now because their next flight together is not recorded 

until 14th March. On research though it turns out that the first week stand-down was due to the moon period. 

Also some contests in Football and Clay pigeon shooting were organised. Evidently the Pilots beat the Air 

gunners at shooting.  The Squadron also started fitting a Mid-Under Gun on some aircraft to counter the 

upward firing cannons of the German Night Fighters. They made one flight on the 10th March involving 10 

aircraft combined with others from 54 Base (Coningsby, Woodhall Spa and Metheringham) on an Operation to 

bomb Marshalling Yards at Chateauroux near Tours. The Secker crew were not on this sortie. However on the 

14th test flights are recorded with 3 other [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ƻƴ hǇƴ мп ǘƻ {ǘǳǘǘƎŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ LΩƭƭ 

show it but itΩs not really the story of LL783.  Again, Bill CurrieΩǎ [ƻƎōƻƻƪ ŜƴǘǊȅΦ  LǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴƴȅ Ƙƻǿ Bill records the 

IƛƎƘ [ŜǾŜƭ .ƻƳōƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƎƻƻŘ ǎƭŜŜǇΩΦ 

 

 
 

 

Doug Hole RG also records these. Note the change of Pilot for the 1900 hours take off 

 
 

So now we are on 15th March when the target was Stuttgart again and Operation number 14 for the crew 

Bill Currie Wireless Operator records  
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And also Bomb Aimer Sam South records with 10, 210 lbs of Bombs 

 
 

And the Pilot Freddie Secker  

 
 

The ORB records the Squadron sortie  

 
 

16 619 Lancasters took off on this raid. All returned but an interesting story on this raid was that Australian 

Pilot P.O Kim Roberts Lancaster LM378 PG-J Jig was attacked by a JU88 Fighter. He went into a corkscrew 

ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ Ǝǳƴǎ ƧŀƳƳŜŘ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅΦ Rear Gunner Australian Sgt Gill King managed to free 

one gun and shot down the Fighter. For this action Kim was awarded the DFC and Gill the DFM. This crew is 

very much involved in this story later ǎƻ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ Cκ9ƴƎ WŀŎƪ CƻǊǊŜǎǘΩǎ [ƻƎōƻƻƪ 

 

 
 

The Secker ŎǊŜǿΩǎ мрǘƘ Operation was the bombing of Frankfurt on 18th March 1944 

Pilot Freddie Secker records 

 

 
This time with a Sgt Hickling on board as an extra to full crew as a 2nd Air Bomber, probably training.  Sgt 

Hickling is not listed before today but his next Operation was on 22nd March on JB134 PG-G with Pilot Aitkens 

crew to Frankfurt. He unfortunately FTR on the Gennervilliers raid on 9th May 1944 

 

Navigator Jack Cave records 

 
 

The ORB records this 

 
15 619 Lancasters took off on this raid. All returned (one returned early with engine trouble PG-D P/O Buttar) 

 

hƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ LΩǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ hw. ƴƻǿ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿ ŀǎ CƭƛƎƘǘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

consistent but as they gained experience and others were killed in action (KIA) then the existing personnel 

moved up through the ranks. This was also due to operational merit. Keep an eye on the ORBs that follow. 
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       Time to show off the Ground Crew with the Aircrew.  (Colourized) 

       The Ground crew would have remained with the aircraft if the flying crew changed. 

        
Each aircraft theoretically had 6 Ground staff (4 engine fitters and 2 riggers but very often only 3), So the 

picture is a combination of several ground crews with the Secker flight aircrew. 

        

¢ƘŜ {ŜŎƪŜǊ ŎǊŜǿΩǎ мсth Operation was four nights later on 22nd March and with good weather another 

successful attack was made on Frankfurt with no 619 losses 

The ORB records this 

 
18 619 Lancasters made this Operation and the attack was considered an excellent result 

 

Jack GillespieΩǎ ƭƻƎ ōƻƻƪ also shows this as  Opn 16 

 
 

On the night of 24th March, despite very poor take-ƻŦŦ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŀƛŘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƛƎ /ƛǘȅΩ .ŜǊƭƛƴΦ 

PG-E (F/L Moore) Boomeranged due to engine trouble. PG-L (P/O Thompson) FTR.  Conditions were not good 

with very high winds making navigation difficult. Many were blown off track in heavily defended areas. There 

was no cloud but they had to bomb down wind. However, bombing resulted in a 6 mile fire in Berlin so fairly 

successful.  

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƪŜǊ ŎǊŜǿΩǎ мтth Operation and the ORB records it 
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And 5ƻǳƎ IƻƭŜΩǎ [ƻƎōƻƻƪ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ  

 

 
 

However landing conditions in the UK must have also been bad as LL783 landed at US base at Seething which 

is 9 miles S.E of Norwich 

 

The next day they completed their return to Coningsby Base (Doug Hole) 

 

 
 

On the 26th March they completed their 18th mission with a bombing raid on Essen. 13 aircraft took off. One 

returned with a suspected fire in the bomb bay. They jettisoned their bombs and returned (F/S Paterson PG-D) 

However there was so much cloud and the general opinion was that bombing was not very concentrated. 

 

 
 

CǊŜŘŘƛŜ {ŜŎƪŜǊΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǊŜŀŘǎ 

 

 
There were no  619 losses 

 

hƴ ƻƴŜ ǎƻǊǘƛŜ όŘŀǘŜ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƴύ  tƛƭƻǘ tƘƛƭ .ǳǘǘŀǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ άFreddie Secker had a cookie hit his 

leading edge one night along with some incendiaries that stuck in his wing. Had he have been 3 feet further 

ahead BOOMέ  [ǳŎƪȅ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ Η 

 

At this point one of the regular crew members sustained knee injuries playing football. Sam South was treated  

first at Station Sick Quarters and later at RAF Rauceby where he had cartilages removed in both knees. He was 

unfit to fly in the cramped Bomb Aimer space for some time and consequently missed the last 11 of the Secker 

/ǊŜǿΩǎ ¢ƻǳǊ ƻŦ 5ǳǘȅ. As he was my father, I thought I would show his RAF record and his Logbook entries. He 

always said he was disappointed but apart from showing me the scars on either side of both knees, he  

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ōƻƳōƛƴƎ. 

 

His logbook record records the Essen raid as Opn 18 ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀŘŘǎ ά{ƛŎƪ ƛƴ {{vέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ {ƛŎƪ vǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΦ 

I will show his recovery progress as it coincides with other crew Ops and of course his replacements. 

 

 
 Musical Paramatta was a term describing the use of Target Indicators with Oboe Radar (hence musical) 
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IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳ 

 

              
                   

                Back row: Bill Currie 5th from left, Sam South 6th from left. ²ƘƻΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ  2nd from left ? 

 

A Test flight was carried out on 29th March. From Freddie SeckerΩs logbook he notes the two new crew stand-

ins as training was necessary 

 

 
 

A variety of Bomb Aimers now filled in the vacant position 

 

Their 19th Operation was on 30th to Nuremburg (Nurnberg) on the last operation of the month. 17 619 

Lancasters were involved. However PG-E (P/O Whitely) had radio failure and returned early. PG-T (F/O 

Thompson) did not take off as the Radio Operator became ill while taxying out. There were a lot of German 

night fighters about and PG-S (Sgt Parker) was attacked at 20,000ft and two starboard engines were disabled. 

The pilot dived, lost the fighter and limped home to RAF Woodbridge. Alas he crash landed and the Lancaster 

caught fire but fortunately the crew escaped without injury.  

Here is the ORB entry for that night 

 
Note Hammond replacing Doug Hole and Butler as Bomb Aimer (he was on the 29th March test flight) 

 

.ƛƭƭ /ǳǊǊƛŜΩǎ logbook recalls 

 

 
 

 

The Squadron record for March recalls 9 Operations   124 Sorties   1 Aircraft missing 3 Early returns.  

The success index was 95% and the casualty rate only 0.8% 
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April 1944 
Operation 20 was to Toulouse 

 
Note Walmsley as Bomb Aimer. One aircraft failed to take off due to failed generators and one returned early 

due to Radio failure. The raid was successful but the weather at Coningsby on return was very poor and most 

landed away from base. LL783 was diverted to Chipping Warden 

 

The Pilots Log book entry shows 

 

 
 

As does Giles Gillespie but he recorded Chipping Warden as 12 OTU located near Banbury, Northamptonshire 

 

 
 

That night 15 aircraft from 619 were detailed for Ops  but PG-N (F/L Morrison) had radio generator failure and 

PG-W (P/O Griffiths) returned early due to Radio failure. 

 

On 6th April they returned to base. Freddie Secker records 

 

 
 

And so does Jack Cave 

 

 
 

In between the Toulouse Operation and the next Operation two non-ops flight were made. That was to RAF 

Ford and back on the same day. This was located on the south coast near Littlehampton and it may be 

indicative (no proof) that they went to pick up other 619 crew from the diverted Toulouse operation 

Both of those flights are recorded above. 

 

 

They did not fly with the rest of the squadron on 10th April in which 18 Lancasters bombed the Marshalling 

Yards at Tours.  One boomeranged but a successful raid overall. This was an offensive to bomb the German 

Rail network and this action begins to occur more often. 
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Operation 21 was Aachen, again rail marshalling yards 

 

 
Note Walmsley as Bomb Aimer and Black as Wireless Operator 

 

Freddie was given a Green Endorsement on this Operation. On take-off his airspeed indicator which was 

needed for take-off speed went wrong. However displaying fine airmanship he took off successfully. Jack 

Gillespie (F-Eng) fixed it in flight and the mission was completed. 

 

5ƻǳƎ IƻƭŜΩǎ Log Book Entry  shows as his 20th mission because he missed one but it was the crews 21st sortie.  

 
 

16 619 aircraft attacked marshalling Yards at Aachen. Not much opposition but PG-W (S/L McGilvray) and PG-

Q (F/L Moore) FTR Φ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ψ.Ω CƭƛƎƘǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ on the same night. 

 

However that was their last Operational flight from what they considered was their most comfortable of RAF 

stations. Conditions at Coningsby were good compared to their other postings.  On the 13th April Doug Hole 

records a Normal Flight Test (above) and then the move to Dunholme Lodge on the 17th. The injured footballer 

re-joined them for that flight but I think as a passenger. More of him later. 

 
 

Here are two pictures of Coningsby as it is today with Tattershall Village just off centre left. 

It is still an active Operational RAF Station today and houses modern Fighters and the Battle of Britain 

Memorial Flight (BBMF) 
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RAF Dunholme Lodge, Lincolnshire 
This was an even more remote posting than Woodhall Spa. An advanced party set off with their personal kit on 

the 16th April 1944 ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǉƴΩǎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ŦƭŜǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мтth.  

Dunholme Lodge was also occupied by 44 Rhodesia Sqn. The nearby village of Welton only had two pubs but 

Lincoln was a better proposition than Boston 

 

The injured footballer did fly with the crew but only 4 days later was transferred to RAF Rauceby Hospital for 

his knee operations. That must have been the shortest posting ever as he never re-joined them at Dunholme 

Lodge as his discharge date indicates 1st June. There was no key hole surgery in those days and I suspect any 

surgery was a bit ΨōǊǳǘŀƭΩΦ Incidentally Rauceby Hospital specialised in wartime plastic surgery procedures. 

 

 
 

His RAF record shows 
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RAF Dunholme Lodge 

The old runways are superimposed on a modern map as very little remains today 

 
 

The very next day 18th, they were on their 22nd Operation. The ORB shows the target as the Marshalling Yards 

at Juvisy, a rail junction 20 miles south of Paris 

 

 
Note Kennedy as Bomb Aimer 

 

Bill Currie records this 

 
14 Aircraft took off and all returned safely. However P/O Warner in PG-R was taken ill shortly before take-off 

and P/O John Whitely took the Lancaster on the sortie. It was a successful raid. 

 

 

On the 20th they flew a normal flying test and on the same night they also flew their 23rd  Operation.  Again to 

marshalling yards but at La Chapelle also near Paris. Another successful raid with 15 aircraft from 619 but P/O 

French in PG-D FTR and P/O K. Roberts in PG-J was unable to take off due to faulty brakes on the taxi run out. 
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Note Smithson as Bomb Aimer 

 

 
Jack Cave also records this as his 23rd Operation. A normal Flight test was carried out on the 22nd. 

 

This picture was taken while my father was in Hospital. I have taken a liberty of photo editing him in on the 

right and colourising the photo. I think he deserves to be there 

 

   
 

{ƻ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ, the rest of the crew continued with a Flight test on the 22nd April 

and on the same day their 24thmission to Brunswick.  tƛƭƻǘ CǊŜŘŘƛŜ {ŜŎƪŜǊΩǎ log book shows this  

   

And the ORB 

 
Note Aumell Canadian AF as Bomb Aimer 
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14 Lancasters from 619Sqn took part and all returned safely. PG-G (F/S Wadsworth) was attacked by a JU88 

night fighter but the crew managed to shoot it down. As aircraft developments evolved luckily this Lancaster 

had been fitted with a mid-under gun. This was to counter the night fighterΩs ability to sneak up under the 

Lancasters with upward facing guns. ! ƴŜǿŜǊ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǊŀŘŀǊ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ[ǳƭǳΩ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜƛƴƎ 

trialled and this detected the approach of the German fighter. Being warned of its approach the pilot 

corkscrewed left but at the same moment the fighter activated his guns. Only one cannon shell inflicted 

serious damage to the port elevator and splinters damaged the port fin. 

It was at this point the gunners shot the night fighter. Sgt Wadsworth limped back to Dunholme Lodge but the 

shock of landing caused the elevator to completely snap. Sgt Wadsworth was subsequently awarded a DFC and 

his commission. Sgt Brady and the two gunners, Sgts Maltby and Joy received DFMs and promotion to F/Sgts . 

 

The ORB for them is shown purely out of interest 

 
 

WŀŎƪ /ŀǾŜΩǎ [ƻƎōƻƻƪ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нпth April records a Normal Flight test and their 25th Operation on the same 

night, this time to Munich. However this was not in LL783 and is mentioned only in interest 

 

 
 

¢ƘŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ Ψ{ƛǎǘŜǊ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘΩ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊ [[тту tD-A.  

 
Note. Kennedy as Bomb Aimer 

 

15 aircraft took part and it was regarded as successful but PG-X (F/O Schofield) FTR. 

 

On the 26th April their 26th Operation was to Schweinfurt again. The forecast winds were hopelessly inaccurate. 

Many were blown off course and ended up in heavily defended areas. 13 aircraft took part but PG-W (F/L 

Gunzi) and PG-S (F/S Whinfield) FTR 

 

The ORB shows 

 
Note Aumell as Bomb Aimer and Woodcock as Rear Gunner 

 

Jack Gillespie recalls 
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The 28th Operation saw their last flight for April on the 28th. It started with a Flying test for the day and then 

the Operation that same night was to bomb an aircraft factory at Kjeller near Oslo.  

 

Jack GillŜǎǇƛŜΩǎ ƭƻƎōƻƻƪ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ нтth Operation 

 

 
 

And the ORB 

 

 
Note Booth as Bomb Aimer (eventually FTR 7th July 44) and Birch Aus AF as Rear Gunner 

 

10 Lancasters set out but PG-P (F/S Patterson) had to turn back due to intercom failure but the target was 

almost wiped out.  

 

!ǇǊƛƭΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǎƘƻǿ ф hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ млн ǎƻǊǘƛŜǎΣ с !ƛǊ ŎǊŀŦǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ όƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ** ), 5 Boomerangs 

The success index was down to 89% and casualties up to their highest at 5.9% including  Sgt Broomfield** 

 

 

 

May 1944 

 
For the 1st May The ORB shows their 28th mission 

 

 
Note. Aumell as Bomb Aimer (eventually FTR 23rd July 44) and Woodcock as Rear Gunner 

 

12 Lancasters took off and all returned safely.  

 

That was the last flight that the Secker crew did in LL783 and their 28th Operational flight. It evidently 

sustained some damage on this flight and the next and final flight for their Tour was in a different aircraft. Sam 

South must have been re-joining the crew about this time but never actually flew from Dunholme Lodge, 

however he has a piece of the damaged aircraft before the aircraft was patched up and handed on to the next 

crew. My brother has this but it may be donated to Thorpe Camp Museum in the future. Note the green and 

brown camouflage paint is still there. Terry Secker, the son of Freddie also has two pieces of Cinders. 

The Forrest family whose story will be told shortly also have pieces of the aircraft but these were recovered at 

a different time. 

 

 The pictures on the next page are genuine damaged parts of LL783. The first is probably the part sustained as 

reported above. The others are parts retrieved from the crash site as reported later 
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Interestingly the sign offs for April were done by Kim Roberts who stood in for the Sqn Leader 

Jack Cave and Freddie Secker both record this in their Logbooks respectively 
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So their final and 29th Mission with 619 Sqn was on 3rd May 1944. The ORB records in PG-M 

 
Note Booth and Adams and NOT LL783, as it was an alternate aircraft for their last flight as their Tour of Duty 

now ends. 

 

 

It is mentioned only to round off their story. There is a note in .ƛƭƭ /ǳǊǊƛŜΩǎ Logbook about damage to this 

Lancaster 

 
 

That would be part of the cockpit 

 

 

 
 

On this occasion the target was Mailly-le-Camp, an army camp, 40 miles south of Reims, a Panzer Tank Division 

HQ.  PG-G (P/O Wadsworth) FTR. 

However, of 360 bombers on this Bomber Command mission 42 Lancasters were shot down. In one report five 

were on fire at the same time. The main Radio Operators message to attack was not heard and they held back.  

Luftwaffe Night Pilots had time to take off and counter-attack. However the second wave of bombers did destroy 

the Camp.  

It was supposed to be easy raid as it wasnôt heavily defended. 

 

 

 

Freddie Secker records that as the 29th Operation. Some of the crew may have missed the odd trip for one 

reason or another or even made an extra sortie with another crew. A Tour of Duty usually lasts for 30 

Operations but upon further researching we find that the crew did an Operation to Arras in a Wellington whilst 

still training at 17 OTU Silverstone. It is recorded here on 23rd August 1943. It counts as an Operation and so 

they achieve their Tour of Duty total of 30. 
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hƴŜ ƻŦ CǊŜŘŘƛŜ {ŜŎƪŜǊΩǎ hǇǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ 2nd Pilot on 18th Nov 1943 so making 30 Operations and his Tour 

complete. However it was not the end of their war efforts as they went on to 52 Base Bomber Command at 

Scampton and later 56 Base at Coningsby to Test Fly new Lancasters before handing them on to other crews.  

 

So at this point we leave the Secker Crew as the aircraft is handed over to new aircrew and we say farewell to 

their stewardship of Cinders of the Clouds,  PG-C .      LL783 was certainly ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƭǳŎƪȅΩ aircraft. 

Freddie Secker was awarded a Distinguished Flying Cross in August 1944. It was given on 23rd Sept 1944. 

 

 

              
                                                                         

                                                                    Crew Photo and Cinders 

 

           
                       

20 
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                     Here they are in colourised pictures, all proud young men about 23/24 years old by now 

 

 

                                            
                                           Freddie Secker                                                           Don Shortt 

 

 

 

 

                                          
                                             Bill Currie                                                                      Doug Hole 

 

 

 

                                                                 
                                                                                    Jack Gillespie 
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                             Jack Cave                                                                                               Sam South 

 

 

 

 

                                                And finally ǘƘŜƛǊ Ψ/ǊŜǿ ǇƘƻǘƻΩ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƭƻǳǊƛǎŜŘ 

                 
 

 

 

Wǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΧΧ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŀǊŀŘŜǊƛŜ ƻŦ ǿŀǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊŜǿ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻƴŘŜŘ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǘhat I must record the 

Christmas of 1943 when they met with the parents of Freddie Secker for a few days rather than with their own 

families. It was a lifetime of mutual respect as judged by their frequent 619 Sqn re-union meetings 
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Chapter Two 
 

RAF Dunholme Lodge 
So ƴƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ [[туо ǇŀǎǎŜǎ over to the new crew. First, who were this NEW CREW. 

²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ΨƴŜǿ ōƻȅǎΩΦ They came through OTU 1661 at RAF Winthorpe at Newark on the course 

immediately after the Secker Crew.  They joined 619 Squadron at Coningsby on 8th January 1944 and became 

an experienced crew who were operational alongside the Secker Crew and on the same nights.  

Their first flight in 619 Sqn was on 13th Jan 44 recorded ƛƴ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊ W. моп ŀǎ Ψ.ǳƭƭǎŜȅŜΩΦ  

 

Their first Operational flight was on 21st Jan 44 in ME569 to Magdeburg with a Bomb Load of 10,820 lbs. They 

continued to fly in Operations with the Squadron but in different Lancasters and as mentioned alongside the 

Secker Crew. Eventually they regularly flew Lancaster LM378 PG-J, J-Jig. The Roberts crew  had flown in LL783 

before in an Air Test on 23rd March пп ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Cƭǘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ όWŀŎƪ CƻǊǊŜǎǘύ ƭƻƎ ōƻƻƪ and then the 

.ƻƳō !ƛƳŜǊΩǎ  όwŜƎ 5Ŝ±ƛŜƭƭύ ƭƻƎ book.  

 

 
 

 
Reg got picked up because he recorded LM instead of LL. An understandable typo as PG-J was LM 
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They continued to fly LM378 when the Squadron moved to Dunholme Lodge in April 44. Here they inherited 

LL783 with an Operational flight on 7th May 1944 to Salbris.  

 

Part of LM378 PG-J is in the museum at William Farr School, Welton. It was lost in action in July 1944 

It is coincidental that their old aircraft LM378 had the same numbers as LL783 but in different order.  

There is a picture of that damaged part later 

 

For 8th January 1944 the Operations Record Book for 619 Squadron records their joining the Squadron 

 

 

Their Common names and position (in blue) was not listed in the record. RAAF is Royal Australian Air Force 

 

Pilot     415358     P/O Roberts  K     RAAF    Kim                        Pilot                               Kimberley 

F/E       1583098  Sgt  Forrest  J F J                  Jack  (Showman) Flight Engineer            Jack Frederick James 

Nav      178572    Sgt  Lott   J E                         Jack                       Navigator                      John Ernest 

A/B      1384585  Sgt  DeViell  W H                 Reg   (Curly)         Air Bomber                   Wilfred Herbert 

W/Op   1321777  Sgt  Tucker  J H                   John                      Wireless Operator       John Henry 

MU/G  1628306  Sgt  Williams  L E                 Johnny                 Mid Upper Gunner       Leslie Edward 

R/G      ******      Sgt Virgo  L F         RAAF    Lucky                    Rear Gunner                  Lionel Frank James 

 

 

Kimberley Roberts records their first 619 flight together on 13th WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ Ψ.ǳƭƭǎŜȅŜΩΣ  a term referring to 

ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŎƛǘȅΦ Iƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ Ψ{ŜŎƻƴŘ 5ƛŎƪƛŜΩ ƻǊ нnd Pilot to Berlin with the 

Morrison Crew in PG-L. He then records their first Operational flight together to Magdeburg on 21st January 44 

 
He also records their flight times 

 
 

Jack Forrest also records their first 619 flight crew together on 13th January and their first Operation on 21stJan. 
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This is the ORB for 21st Jan 44    Footnote: The crew and the ORB below lists Kim Roberts as F/Sgt.  

The ORB could be ΨPSΩ a typo for ΨPOΩ. The ORB on him joining at Coningsby lists him as Pilot Officer(PO).  

From May 44 he is listed as F/Lt. An anomaly 

 

 
wŜƎ 5Ŝ±ƛŜƭƭΩǎ Ǌecord of this is 

 

 
 

However this is before their flights in LL783 and the crew flew in other aircraft between this date and the 

takeover of LL783. It is used to set the scene similarly to the Secker CrewΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ 

Lionel Virgo as Rear Gunner was severely injured in a landing crash at East Kirkby on 15th Feb 44 due to bad 

weather and tiredness. The borrowed aircraft clipped a tree while being returned to 630 Sqn. All survived. 

Lionel did fly again but not until 26/11/44 with J.M.Grant Crew. The aircraft, LE-J M ED655 was written off. 

Lionel was replaced as Rear Gunner by Australian Gil King who flew many missions with them. Gil completed 

his 30 Ops Ψ¢ƻǳǊΩ on 3rd May 1944 on the mission before LL783 handover.  As mandated by the Australian 

Government he was not allowed to do any more Operations, despite pleas.  Although he is mentioned in the 

Pilots crew lists he technically misses this LL783 story by just a few days. His daughter is Margaret Lewis who 

lives in Nelson Bay, Australia who has provided a picture to include in this story 

 

Evidently Kim Roberts thought it was unlucky to have a group photo so the pictures I have of them are from 

the families of the individual crew members. For that I am grateful.  

I have also included a few Photoshop adjustments and colourisations.  

The next two pictures are completely fictitious.  I hope that does not cause offence. It is done out of respect.   

 

  

          
   Jack Forrest      Les Williams       Johnny Tucker       Jack Lott         Reg DeViell        Kim Roberts     Lionel Virgo 
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They do however have real faces. The pictures are made up to appear as they might have been. Authors edit  

 

May 1944 

So now the story of Cinders of the Clouds continues. We jump forward to 7th May 1944 as the Roberts crew 

take on their new Lancaster. They had by now completed 22 Ops in various aircraft. They are straight into an 

Operation, no practice flight.  Operation 23 

 

The ORB records this 

 
Note Graves as M-U Gunner, Dickson as Rear Gunner and Griffiths as 2nd Navigator 

 

 
Jack Forrest recalls in his logbook 

 
 

!ƴŘ ƛƴ wŜƎ 5Ŝ±ƛŜƭƭΩǎ ƭƻƎ ōƻƻƪ 

 
 

The successful Op to Salbris was to bomb the railway between Orleans and Bourges. 13 aircraft took off but 

PG-O (S/L Fuller) FTR. Kim has recorded that in his logbook. Other aircraft were involved in fighter skirmishes 

but without damage. 
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Two nights later on the 9th May the raid was to Gennevilliers just northwest of Paris and was considered 

successful. 12 aircraft started the mission but PG-P (P/O Baker) had to boomerang due to hydraulic failure in 

the port outer engine which drove the rear turret motion and PG-H (P/O Aitkin) FTR. This was Roberts crews  

24th Operation 

 

Reg DeViell records  

 
And the ORB 

 

 
Note Birch as substitute Rear Gun and Harris as 2nd A/B experience 

 

On the morning of 11th May they took Cinders up for some High Level Bombing practice and on the same day 

they flew their 25th Operation (sortie) ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀŎƪ CƻǊǊŜǎǘΩǎ ƭƻƎ ōƻƻƪ ŀǎ .ƻǳǊƎ-Leopold between Antwerp and 

Liege. 15 Aircraft took off but 8 were told not to bomb. Station Commander W/C Jeudwine returned early with 

an engine feathered. This was WŜǳŘǿƛƴŜΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ day with the Squadron as he moved on to Pathfinder Force (617) 

as the Group Captain. 

 

 
 

And Reg DeViell 

 
Lƴ YƛƳΩǎ ƭƻƎōƻƻƪ ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Cκ[ǘ YƴƻȄ ǿŀǎ {ŜŎƻƴŘ tƛƭot 

The ORB 

 
Note Graves as M-U Gunner and Knox as 2nd Air bomber for experience 

 

On the 15th and 18th they completed two Air Tests but note one flight was with their old aircraft LM378 and 

the second with Cinders LL783 
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Reg DeViell also records 

 
Reg ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŘŀǘŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ5Ω 

 

Operation 26 was to Amiens on 19th May 1944 to bomb important road and rail junctions. 16 Lancasters took 

off but only 3 bombed. The rest were told not to. If this happened the lead Master Bomber made that decision 

because the target was destroyed enough and more would be a waste of bombs. The target could also have 

been wrongly identified.  

YƛƳΩǎ ƭƻƎōƻƻƪ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀƛŘ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘat F/S Morcom accompanied them as Second Pilot. The Squadron 

Operational Record Books show that these second pilots flew missions with their own crews after these 

ΨŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΩ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎΦ 

 

 
 

And the ORB 

 
 Note Hills as substitute M-U Gunner and Morcom as 2nd Pilot. 

 

LL783 did not fly with the Squadron sortie on 21/05/44 to Duisburg.  Maybe there was some damage that 

needed repairing or just routine maintenance? 

 

Their 27th Operation was to Brunswick on 22nd May.  15 aircraft took off but PG-O (P/O Runnells) returned 

early as the Pilot was taken ill during the flight. The attack had no further losses but some reports suggest the 

PFF marker flares accuracy was in question 

 

 
Note Knowles as substitute M-U Gunner and Coop as 2nd Pilot for experience 

 

This was followed by a High Level Bombing test on the 24th ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ŀ ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ȄŜǊŎƛǎŜέ  

Jack Forrest recalls 

 
And so does Reg DeViell 
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LL783 did not fly with Sqn sortie on 27/05/44 to Cherbourg or 31/05/44 to Maisey near Bayeux (no bombing) 

 

The squadrons monthly tally for May 44 is reported as : 

10 Operations,   137 sorties,   3 A/C missing   7 early returns giving a 93% success rate and 2.2% casualty rate 

 

June 1944 

The Roberts crew also did not fly on 2nd June 44 to a 14 strong raid on Wimereux,  8 miles north of Boulogne. 

The 14 aircraft on this raid were told not to bomb  

Had they flown on those 3 Operations the outcome of future events may have changed 

 

On the 5th June we reach a busy time for the crew 

That day they did an air test and their night time sortie was to La Pernelle, a coastal battery near Cherbourg. 

Several did not bomb. It was their 28th mission. At that very moment the invasion of Normandy was beginning 

and as they were returning they must have seen the invasion fleet making their journey across the Channel in 

the other direction.  

D-Day had begun. 

 

WŀŎƪ CƻǊǊŜǎǘΩǎ ƭƻƎōƻƻƪ ǎƘƻǿǎ 

 
 

And Reg DeViells 

 
 

 

The ORB 

 
Graves seems to appear more so than others but 6 of the original crew were still there 

 

 

The 6th June 1944 was D-day as the British and American armies landed in France but this was also a sad day 

for our crew after all they had been through. They were on their 29th Operation (Kim on 30th) and with only 

one more to go after this one to complete their Tour of Operations, the magic 30th.  The squadron that day 

were supporting the army by night bombing road and rail links near Caen to assist British para-troops attacking 

German defended positions near Caen. 17 aircraft took part but PG-C (F/L Roberts) was shot down and FTR. 

The stand in rear gunner Guy Wyand was on his first flight of his second tour. 

It was the only aircraft lost to the Squadron on that day. A report follows later. 
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The ORB sadly records 

 
 

Kim Roberts record shows the last three flights but sadly not in his handwriting. It was probably written by the 

Air Officer Commanding to complete the logbook before they were sent to the next-of-kin. 

 

 
 

Reg DeViells log book records 

 
 

!ƴŘ WŀŎƪ CƻǊǊŜǎǘΩǎ ƭƻƎōƻƻƪ 

 

 

Roberts Crew of LL783 lost on 06/06/44 (KIA) 

F/L     Kimberley                            Roberts    Pilot                       RAAF 415358           

F/S     John  Henry                       Tucker      W/Op                   RAF VR 1321777 

W/O  John (Jack) Ernest            Lott           Navigator             RAF VR 178572 

F/S    Lesley (Johnny) Edward  Williams   Air Gunner           RAF VR 1628306 

F/O    Guy Herbert                      Wyand     Air Gunner           RAF VR 146076 

 

However there were two Survivors 

F/S   W.H    (Reg )                       DeViell     Air Bomber           RAF VR 1384585 POW 

Sgt   Jack F.J                                Forrest    Flight Engineer      RAF VR 1583098 POW     

 

One  version of the  ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƻƭŘ ōȅ WŀŎƪ CƻǊǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άCƭȅƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ IŜƭƭέ ōȅ aŜƭ wƻƭŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ 

ά±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ±ƻƛŎŜǎέ ōȅ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ-Cuerden. 

Here I tell it briefly. 
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They had dropped their bombs and were heading home towards the Cherbourg Peninsular. They were 

unusually below the cloud base at 1800ft. When John Tucker the Wireless Operator said to the Rear Gunner 

ά/ƻǳƭŘ ƘŜ ǎŜŜ ŀƴ ŜƴŜƳȅ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǳǎέΦ IŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘǇƻƴŘ wŀŘŀǊΦ Dǳȅ ²ȅŀƴŘ 

replied  ά!ƭƭ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǿŀǎ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊǎέΦ bŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƴƴŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

was a temendous bang and crash. Kim immediately corkscrewed but there was a second attack. There was a 

scream from the Rear Gunner and both starboard engines caught fire. Kim called the crew but there was no 

reply from the two gunners or the Wireless Operator. Jack operated the fire extinguishers but the fighter 

ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ǇƻǊǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ŦƛǊŜΦ YƛƳ ǎƴŀǇǇŜŘ ά!ōŀƴŘƻƴ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ŎƘŀǇǎέ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ά²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 

my parachute {ƘƻǿƳŀƴέΦ CƭŀƳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘreaking out 40ft behind as Reg opened the Bomb Aimers escape 

hatch and dropped out. Jack Forrest was next with Jack Lott behƛƴŘ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ άDƻ ƻƴ {ƘƻǿƳŀƴΣ ƎŜǘ ƳƻōƛƭŜέ 

 

Jack Forrest recalls the silence of the parachute descent from 1700ft into a marsh and up to his neck in water 

but then hearing Reg DeViell splashing about. They subsequently evaded capture for a few days but were 

eventually taken as Prisoners of War. Their survival in prison camps is part of another horrific story. 

After the war and back in England they learned they were the only two survivors from C-Charlie. A fifteen year 

old boy remembers the blazing bomber with Kim at the controls deperately trying to avoid buildings and land  

but it broke up as it smashed into the ground. The cockpit became an inferno ŀƴŘ  YƛƳΩǎ body was cremated 

inside and never recovered. Two others had bailed out but died. A third and fourth body were found at 

Hameau Drieu  200yds behind a castle. The four were buried by resistance fighters in the cemetary at Auvers  

but later tranferred to military cemetaries, three at Bayeux and the other at Tilly-sur-Seulles.  

 

A second version is told by Reg DeViell from his wartime diaries 

9ȄǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ά! ²ŀǊǘƛƳŜ [ƻƎ ŦƻǊ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ th²ǎέ ōȅ ²I ΨwŜƎΩ 5ŜǾƛŜƭƭ 

Night of 6/7 June 1944 about 3.30am 

άL ǊŜŎƪƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ς it certainly was a fighter. 

Phew, what smoke! Copped a packet in the back somewhere, smoke beginning to issue out of the inspection 

door, looks pretty bad. 

¢ƘŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƳ ά.ŀƭŜ ƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǇǎέΦ ¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΣ ƴƻ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭ ƛǎ Ƴȅ 

ŎƘǳǘŜΧΦΦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǘǳǊǊŜǘΤ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘȅ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ ŎƭƛǇǎ ǎŜŜƳ ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ŀƎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

chute on, then up with the escape hatch ς no trouble there, thanƪ DƻŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦŀƴŎȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƘŜŀŘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ōǳǘ 

nothing to be done except get out smartly, however, but in doing so lost my flying boots. 

bƻ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ǉǳƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǇŎƻǊŘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎƳŀǊǘƭȅΣ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎΧΧ DƻƻŘ [ƻǊŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

opened!! This is simply a grand sensation, gently swinging to & fro: there goes the kite, seems well alight but 

not going down too quickly, just in a gentle glide ς yes, another chute, hope some more get out, wonder who 

ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ WŀŎƪ όΨ{ƘƻǿƳŀƴΩύΦ IŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ is a fighter snooping around, wonder if he is going to have a go at 

us? No, he turns and disappears into the darkness, much to my relief. 

άwŜƎέΣ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜΣ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜΧΦ ƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǘǳǊƴ ǊƻǳƴŘΚ aŀǊǾŜƭƻǳǎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

time, there he ƛǎΦ !ƴŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻƻΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ L ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ōǳǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ 

who it is. 

Must be the marsh below there, still looks a good way down; must remember to heave on the suspension lines 

as the deck comes up, be some little time ς what the hell! Down already and devilish wet. Better empty the 

chute pretty smartly, not particularly comfortable being dragged through this mire on ones back, must have 

ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ōŀƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǎƘΤ ΧΦΦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ψ{ƘƻǿƳŀƴΩΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƻƪ ǘƻƻΣ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿe had better hide our 

ŎƘǳǘŜǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎƳŀǊǘƭȅΦέ 
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In 1992 Jack Forrest and Reg DeViell made an emotional visit to the recently discovered crash site in a field 

near the Carentan-Cherbourg railway and met the now farmer  Roger Montmellien. He showed them bits of 

the mangled aircraft he had collected. They also collected rusty momentoes and components of the aircraft 

which was made in Coventry where Jack lived. Other relics are in Normandy museums. They later visited the 4 

graves of their crewmates where they stood heads down and weeping. In 1996 they made a second visit to 

!ǳǾŜǊǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ YƛƳ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ǿŀǎ ǳƴǾŜƛƭŜŘ ōȅ YƛƳΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  A pilot with no grave.  

 

                                                                          The memorial at Auvers 1996 

      
 

Parts of PG-C Cinders of the Clouds from crash site 

 

     
    Courtesy of  Anni Forrest  Ex-RAFA Club Coventry     Courtesy of Terry Secker. Inset how they were found 

 


