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Introduction

RAF Bomber Commarmbntrolled theRoyal Air For¢e bomberSquadrongrom 1936 to 1968. It
played a central role in thstrategic bombing of Germany in World Wasupported by the USA Air
Force. After the bombing of Lond by the German Luftwaffe and the Battle of Britain over South
East England the government realised its bomber force was inadequttéiandley Page

Wampder Armstrong WhitworthWhitleyQ Short®irlingtand! | y R f S Blalifaxtbah®ersit

put out for tender designs for a new breed of bomber that could fly faster and higher and could
support a larger bomb load. The first of these to emerge was the Avro Manchester Bomber but its
two Vultureengine design and engine failure rate sammtailedits operational use. Roy Chadwick
from Avro redesigned for a longer wingpanand fourRolls Royc#&lerlin enginesand it was an
immediate success. & 61+ a OFftf SR W¢KS [ yOIF aiSND

It was first manufactured in Chadderton in Cheshire by Avro and lat&foaidfordand Yeadon.
Armstrong Whitworth at Whitelyn Covertry and MetropolitarVickersat Trafford Parkn
Manchestemwere also major producers. Austin Motors of Longbridge and Vickers Armstrong of Castle
Bromwich and Chester were minor producers. E€anadan companyVictory Aircraftouilt same

under licence. In total377 were built but 3736 were lost in actidrancasters had a crew of 7
Lancasters, Sterlings, Halifaxes and Wellingtons formed the majot/\oi Bomker Airaraft.

The first production Lanctes L7527 flew for the first time on 810ctober 1941. No 44 Squadron at
RAF Waddington received its first Lancaster in late 1941 and became the first squadron to convert
completely to them.

From 1942 onward, the British bombing campaign against Germpecgmeless restrictiveand
increasingly targeted industrial sites and the civilian manpower base essential for German war
production. In total 364,514 operatnal sorties were flown, 1,030,500 tons of bombs were dropped
and 8,325 aircraft lost in action. Bomber Command crews also suffered a high casualty rate: 55,573
were killed out of a total of 125,000 aircrew44.4%KIAdeath rate. A further 8,403 men were
wounded in action, and 9,838 became prisoners of Wae decision to blanket bomBermanywas
controversial then and still is today butd story of WWII is however for others to tell.

Post war Jet power was developingtfand Bomber Command stood at the peak ofritditary
powerin the 1960s Tre V bomberdheld the United Kingdom's nuclear deterrewith a
supplemental forceof Canberrdight bombers

Chapter One
Lancaster LL783

This aircraft was madat the Armstrong Whitworth factory at Whitely @oventry. Among others this
is the production record for the batch in which LL783 was incluttetbtal they produced 1329
Lancasters

Type: Avro Type 688 Lancaster Mk. |
LL740LL758) L771L1813 LL826.L867, LL88DL923, LL93EL977,

S/N Range:
LM10GLM142, LM156.M192, LM208.M243 and LM25LM296.
Part of the third production batch of 350 aircraft built by Sir W.G.
Armstrong Whitworth Aircraft Ltd., Whitley, Coventry, being the
third part of Contract No. 239/SAS/C4(C). LLZUD58, LL771L813,
Data: LL826LL867, LL88DL923, LLO93BbLI77, LM10QM142, LMbB6-
LM192, LM208.M243 and LM25EM296. Deliveries commenced
Nov43; completedAug44 (average rate of production,
approximately 10 aircraft per week).
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Deliveries of this batch commenced in November 1943 and if you look at the Secker Crew Log Books
you wil see that they took delivery for Test flights of\Aebruary 1944 &19 Squadrorstationed at

RAF Coningsby and took it for a fuel consumption test flight. It was not uffitir@Bruarythat it was

taken on its firsofficial Operatiorbombing raidover Berlin in Germanfmore later)but this delay

was mostly on account of poor weather

619 Squadron was formed 08" April 1943 as part of 5 Group Bber Command at RAF Woodhall
Spa in Lincolnshirdéts Sqn code was PEhe crew accommodation was at Thorpe Ca®p.9th Jan
1944 the Sgn moved to RAF Coningsby as 617 Sqn Dambusters took over at Woodhaiteé8pan

the 17" April 1944 the Sgn moved for a third time to Dunholme Lodge. Although the crew of LL783
made Operation#n other Lancasters from Woodhall Spae aircraft itself only flew from Coningsby
and Dunholme Lodgd4 Sgn (Rhodesia) was also based at Dunholme Lodge at the same time

Unlike the other Squadrons it did not have an official badge. Orsedgaigned but not adopted by

the College of Heralds in time before the Squadron was disbaddedunofficial badge istderon
holding an Axdased on thestorkCoatof Arms ofHackthorne Hall at RAFtrubbywhere the Sgn

was stationed from 28 Sept 1944The Sqractually underwent a further move to RAF Skellingthorpe
from where it was disbanded on $Quly 1945

) On the Memorial Wall at | = z <
for RAF WoodhallSpa | Poppy Pin 619 Sqn

hT¥ O02dz2NAS [ [ Ty oC. Ehiparyc@aionewksSheZhdbbithal the [d3t.The aircraft
A RSy (Chdrlee wakBdp@ceda2 yS 41 &4 WalGNHzO1 2FF OKIFINHSQ of 2
Lancasters in a Squadron all W and different identification letter

Aircraft with PGC markings were
ED839 Lost 09.10.43 LL783 Lost 06.06.44 MEI2B 0644 JA847 Lost 03.12.44

The crewslesignedhe individual Nosed® LG g1 & LI NI 2F 0SAy3 Wt dzOj

[[Tyo &1 & ya YSR MKGngR 8Ny BuRduring radio communicatioris
responded as Charlie

There were 7 crew members

Pilot, Flight Engineer, Navigator
Bomb Aimer (Air Bomber & Front Gunner)

Wireless Operator, Mid Upper Gunner, Rear Gunner
They are listed in Operation Records in that order.

Crews generallydnded/bonded together by natural selection
during training, mainly if they got on well together




Most of the crews had an average age of 22 which meant that they all joinealageers when they

were 20. They had to undergo RAF Basic Training before being pogtedli@ining Schoolsery

often abroad)then to Operational Training Units and then to Operational Conversion Units for the

type of aircraft they were to fly. Thiast LL783 crew seemed to have bondedlaztOTU RAF

Silverstone in July 1943 flying Wellington Bomberslaotti crews in this storat HeavyOCU 1661

based alRAF Winthorpe neaMewark(now the Aircraft Museum and Showgrounahere they flew
Manchester ad Lancasterbombers

LGQA ¢2NIK YSYGA2yAy3d GKIF G krddnlisledf®iNGRAF 6 SNE O
Volunteer Reserves (V.R)heywere given the Rank of Sergeamdg SNBX 3IA FdSyMahy { 3G Q:
rose through the rankss theircareersdeveloped. A pilot was usually considered an Officer but

many started flying aSergeants.

RAFRWoodhall SpaLincolnshire

Thecrew belowwere posted to RAF Woodhall Spa22nd October1943 Their first flight was on
11" Novemberandtheir first Operation wasver Berlin on 22' November However it is mentioned
in passing because LL783 never flew from Woodhall Spa

For October 1943 the Operations Record Book for 619 Squadron records
G¢KS F2ftt26Ay3a ONBsa ¢SNB L2 adSRvoodrall Sp)A & dzy A i RdzN

Among others cres ... TheirCommon names and positia(in blue)were not listed in that record.
Pilot 158071 P/Gecker FG Freddie Pilot FrederickGordon

FIE 1850454 Sgillespie JW Jack (Giles) Flight Engineer Jack Wilson

Nav 1324970 S@ave WJC Jack Navigator William John Capisk
A/B 1391862 Sdgouth JH Sam Air Bomber John Hugh

W/Op 1119192Sgt Currie WH Bill Wireless Operatdfilliam Henry

MU/G 1601781Sgt Hde DE Doug Rear Gunner  Douglas Edward

R/G 1318062 Sdbhatt D Don Mid Upper Gunner Donald

From 1661 Conversion Unit weR/20/43 (with effect from)

So this was the team that went on to fly 29 Operations before their Tour of Duty ended (normaéy Bfie)

but crews were swapped around occasionafigking up numbers. LL783 was handed over to Pilot Officer
Freddie{ S O {3eMdaest flightson 1° February 1944bout 3 weeks after they had moved from Woodhall
Spa to ConingsbBetween22" November and® February the crew had madewenother Operational
Bombingsorties in various Lancastdrem RAF Woodhall SpRhotos of Woodhall Spa are scarce but here is a
stylised one of the runway and anothexwildlife sanctuaryas it istoday after gravel extraction works

View of Woodhall Spa, September 2016. Courtesy of Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust



RAF Coningshy.incolnshire

February 1944

So now with a brand new Lancaster whiahnied out to be good to handle and respond they abbut
coordinatingand honing their skills togeth@n their new RAF Statiaat Coningsby

Onthe 8, 8", 8", 9" they went on High level Bombing practice runs combined with Photography, Formation
andLINI OG A OS 6AGK GKS ySs NI RIMa 82bthkeydwin dotHertaschstelVa 2 y A
before coming back t@GC, Cindersof the CloudgpermanentyTKS ONB ¢ RSaA3a1y SR GKS Wy
Now | have been lucky in my pieus researches and hamanagedo obtain copies of six out of the seven

crew membe Flying Log Books. On thé"IEeb 1944 they each record theif ®perational sortie as

Operationsor @W(Berlin and the Bomb Aimer records 10300 Ibs of Bombs aboard. Of course there was a huge
team of ground crew who prepared and repaired the aircraft before ever it could take off. For every aircraft
there wereprobablyonly 6 (often lessyround crewesporsible for servicingepairing,refuelling,armingall

three guns andoading he bomis. Fuel had to be calculated for the distance they were to fly and get them

back They mostly considered it their aircraft but on loan to the aircrew

The mission Targetas not released until hours before tiake-off time. Briefing pans had tdbe made with
Navigational compass bearings, Flight spaed height, Decoy flights, call signs, fighter escort, formations for

the Bomber Stream. At the target zone there werdatint colouredtargetflares dropped in advance by
Pathfinders. At what point did they drop their bortdiad ? Then what route did they take to get back hofme

Of course the weather played a big part. Clear nights made them easy targets for German bBighteade

the target easier to find. Too much and too low cloud cover made the target visibility poor. Generally non

rainy but50-60%cloudy nights were considered besh. &4 northeated Lancaster flying at 20000 feet

temperature could get to below minus 40 Wam clothing and many layers were needed especially for the

Rear Gunner. Oxygen was also needethat height

Hereare some comparisasiof their log bookentriesfor that missionin Cinders

15"CcS6 wmdpnn [ y.OlCaningsby ¥/ Q [[Tyo N indicates a nightime mission

Position Name Notes Take Off | Flight Time
Pilot P/O Secker FG| Op 8 Berlin Crew 7.35N
Flight Engineer Sgt Gillespie Op 8 Berlin 16.18 7.35N

JW
Navigator Sgt Cave WJ( Op 8 Operations Berlin 17.12 7.35N
Air Bomber Sgt South JH | Op 8 A/B Ops Berlin | 10300 lbs 7.35N
Wireless Operator| Sgt Currie  WH Op 8 Berlin 17.10 7.35N
Rear Gunner Sgt Hole DE | Op 8 Berlin 16.18 7.35N
Mid-Upper Sgt Shortt D | Records not known
Gunner

* One such entry line looks like tirem Bill CaveéNavigator
No.&19. Squapmon. Conmassy Time cxrrid forward 1— 5750 /54 -30

Aires | » | Fiying Tioss
Alreenlt Pitot Duty Resancs e

Date | Hour Tyoe and : —
¢ (including resalts of bombing, gannery. exorciss, ete.) Dy Night

) 15/2/4% 1712 |LL.783 | pfo. Secker. | NavicaTor. OperATIONS. — BERLIN. (8) 7-35

And another by Rear Gunner Doug Hole
[

\ 7 .
‘6'?‘"""#673'1""'M,VSf’f P,"Q Seeer, REAR GlomNeR,  ofERATIONS BEALW, $. 735,
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FronDRagrHole, Freddie Secker, Don Shortt

am South, Jack Gillespie

g

Back Row:Jack Cave, Bill Currie, S
The Pilot has a double wing baddeevet). KS 2 G KSNJ F ANONBg | aiAy3atsS gay3
E Flight Engineer, N Nat@waB Bomb Aimer (Air Bomber), RO Radio/Wireless Operator, AG Air Gunner.

Flight
Engineer »

Air Gunner Radio Operatg

Air Bomber
(Bomb Aimer)

Navigator

And to make this photo really personal they all signed it on the back
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Obviously this is the story of one particular Lancaktef83 2 A G Q& AYLRNIFydG G2 € A&0
likeadiaryWS Qf f R2 (KI G FheOpéritiSnalRec@dNBbok (@RBEIdShatdirst PGC
flight (CrewOp 8).

15.2.4h . Lancamter I I},‘[O:'__S_!chyg,'. " PG Bembing. | 1742 0047 The primaxy target, EZELIN, w=s attacked and bombed frem
I [sgt. G Yespla. J.W.) \ 21,500-rt, at 21 36 hourn. Faether cond{tious: 10/10%hs, cloud.
'C' L7833,  Sgbs Cave. .. RduBe BERRLIN. | .. .. The larget was idantifind by P.P.P. markars, homha heing |
) Sgt. South. J.E, il |@ropped on gruem T.I'a, ILE.P, mrhranmto\.
= = S5t Owrie, oWl i f— o Irether scattered. Thiok-pell of Mmr%m— —
8gt. Shortt. D | . | part of targst urea. Fhotographic failure dus to photo fiash
= —Sgti- Holmy - "D.”.‘ esing Sa | BT fattwre, - i T

This is from Public Archiv€atalogue Ref Air/21/2130peration Log Book 619 Squadron February 1944

tCC al NJSNB FNB tIFdKFAYRSNI Cft I "NGoads means 100% Cloud ¢ote & |
1712 is Takeff time and 0047 was return landing the next day. February would have been Jdry co
Traditionally, after debriefing the crew got a Bacon and Egg breakfast (despite wartime rationing) but not
necessarily in that order as they were famish&tiey were tired, stressed and probably shell shocked but
nevertheless happy to return safelyhdy did not fly again until 9February

hy GKIF G yA 3K FronmedoiSyiodkloffod thid didP&R had to Boomerang (turn back)

1 FTRFailed to Returf?GO F/O Rumbl It was on this raid that P/O Roberts crash landed on return (see
later)

20 Lancasters at once was the maximum recorded for 619 Sgn

Bomber Command records show tt&81 Aircraft went on this raid.
561 Lancasters, 314 Halifaxes and 16 Mosquitos. The largest force sent to Berlin.
43 FTR. 26 Lancasters and 17 Halifaxes repiiageh8% casualties.

So whatdid they doin their few days off and before their nesortie?To start with the ground crew would

have to overhaul the air craft. Check for flack and bullet damage, patch and repair the aluminium shell of the
aircraft. Therthere were the engines. Rolls Royce Merlin XX 22 or 24 verséauied maintenancand TLC.

The Manchester Aircraft only had two Vulture engines and if one failed the other could not support flight.

With the more powerful and more reliable Merlin engifes# Sy A F G g2 FlLAf SR GKS A
The Oxygen cylinders needed refillingahd bno 2 F NR (2 A £ S (. Th¢tBrE€eRyGnRurrébsn8edd@ A OS Q
arming but the Bomb loads were not done until just beftire next sortie.The Aircrew neded to check that
everything was to their satisfaction. After tingrofessional responsibilitighen maybethere was time foma
fAGGES NBEFEFGA2Yd ¢KSe KIFEIR | NBLWzil GAz2zy 2F Ww2g@SN
Tattershall Thgpe or The StillThe Peacocknd Queen of Indian Boston.They were #&er all justyoung men.

So019" February arrives, they have their C.O Briefing the Target is Leipzig. The Ground crew immediately checl
the bomb load and type requirement and refuel the aircraft according tdlthieg distance




Bomb loading and refuelling
by Ground Crew

This timeTheAir BomberSam Southecords the flight. It was their"dOperationwith 10,912 Ibs of Bombs

| | ]
— ——~y ‘
o P: N ) N Pe—  das g

' ' 23 T L el

And the ORBecords

19,245  Lencaster 1 |P/0. Sedker. ¥,0/  Pombing. l 0017 | (0752 |he primary terget, IHIPIIG, Wan attacked and boubed from

SEC, GiTeepis. VW, ) |23, 500¢ 2t LTS howra VHEREroonaT oy TS

'S’ L7835, |Bgt, Cave. W, 3,0. LEBIP z'x_q\ . ___ |tops about §,000-ft. The target was identifiod \1 -l

' Bgt. South. Joi ,MTI‘-M-:@ni fiares, Soubs being dropped an

=) Agt. cwr=ia,’ b 2% : S — e rRR T jalngle grees T.7. F.F.F. mariers Yery
sgt, Shortt D, | opaning o ateank; lnhrwwhmmﬂﬂnl

— BEE, Hodoy-—— -y B — ! soen in target xveh together with . Liren, Zlowing o -
[ 1 | Photogrophie failure dua to weabhar oonddtimms.

19 619 Lancasters took off on this raldhe attack was successfall returned

Their nextOperation No 10 was the very next nigti" February Barely enough time to catch up on sleep
In fact here are the nexixentries from PilolC N RR A $ Logt®dk] S ND

ka5l 1dnipsreaanted
E88 |49 | LANCASTSR ks 753
\ELERB (22 M&L" Rlss 783
EER ,z»y.zﬂmzzge 4 723
F£9 |25 UANEAsTRA un 285
g£g 28 i msTR ie 155




And the takeoff and landing times

. ] H
P R BT i TR
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B PO | 2Ly e Il
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tKA&d A& OSNAFASR A (y’g bovl§ takitdy [Deinyﬂﬁtﬁ ﬂer’éltﬁ)rdﬂAugSEu'rgS Q a [
16,2 4, (61 (W 5 P/o Secer, P\ma Cmrwm OPERATIONS (BERLW. 9. 7-35.
1924400171785, /0. Secwer. ReaR GuedER. ofeRaTions Leidzia.9. bAS
Ro2A40006/n. 783.| 0/O0, DeckER |REAn GUNNER,  OPERATIONS STOTTGART. 10. A9,
RAZ AHR028( 11193 | PO, SEcnER [Remn Queinex. OPERATIONS DIHWEINFUR B-40.
ABAAG(BIT |1k ]85 P/0 DECREA [ReAR Gonner . OPERATIONS DVGSBURG. 14, R]-20.
28244 \4% 1. 785, | P/o. Decxer. | Renr Guowner. NET WOCA- ‘0.
CKSNBQa | f2d G2 t221 +id KSNB Fa ASOSNIf hLISNI (A2

We dso need to look at th©RBOperations log book for these sorti€bhis was OperatioNo 10to Stuttgart

P T
20.2.44  lancanster I ;g/o Socker. r.
P i e
o u.78). _ 8gts Cave.
iy B _Jm...mnh.__
Sgt. Shortt. D,

*” —

o077
—= 23,0004t KE 0412 hours.Wastier oonat

7 nilop mtlx 01 0°
and 2.1'a} ﬁmaahaminhm&n&_ﬁa

?bl yrim.—: t-u’g:rt, SL'ID"GAZE,I:.AMN Wft‘q

| olond, The target wmn tdmmtified by 7.1°c and
|bmb¢boin¢drvppodcn:dn&h goen 1.1 BTV,
conpantratad. urm_ﬂm aon.Jn tarsat.
plntted Pummdmdm\nldntdl

ndu,

15 619 Lancasters took off on this rafdhother successful outcome with big firdgl returned

Operation 11 was on 2#ebruary 1944 was to Schweinfurt

T

2.2.40 | Lencrster I L/o, Seakor,

|
0509 The

7.G. Bombing. 2028 rimary targoet 31‘!!1’!0:‘1‘!12!’, #as attacksd end bosbod from
£ty lliqupilal T, 22, B00-1E, 8% urd, ¥esibor condificna: Clear with pood
- ‘D LL.7AS. _B;t.mn., nEadaOL. B CHFEINNURY rinilility. The tarzes mas_identified Ny P.E.P. markuraj
y Bgt. South, Jel | i poubod M, 2.I, of two rod T.1'a a«nmmmidlﬂm
o B - Heim - - Rod- Ty I2o-partioulazly w3l cSioentrated.—Foun main- tianas
Bet. Bhortt. B, 7 bt fizon sean. wn 'Cockien' neon to burat followed by cloud
s I e Sgto BEoles DR “pt-itger ok Photomrpitto fatluroans o Tirens

|

18 619 Lancasters took off on this raid. 1 FHFE&N F/O Williams)

Operation Number 12 was to Augsg on 28 February

... Beabing.

AUGEBURG,

o Sl ey |

25,244 | Tancaster 1 Seckns, |
ReESSoe e Jrélzif"'dmnpu A
L ln-.lﬁ}, _l8g8, Cavp.. . ¥W.IO0
| /S, Sexth . JH
—r EfS Sl
'¥/3, shartt. D,
== - = »-T?/s.—m-; g

s A UG3BIUR

w17 | 0236 |The
z ooa“‘ H.Z_f“- 207"

G

I

atagkod snd
hown, ﬁntEr conditionar Clagr, with !
mb:._m Laxgot m_idnntmnﬂ..bxw
bozba being dropped on fires ssen through mdku. w “a
.. $0-bs.a.wpll -ocacsatratad-attack,- Wo- were-lnte.owis. the
'targot as mavigator was off tTmck. WMWT!:O}D" !

A pron-miming pofnts - Shotographs -=h

sromid-detalis- [

13 619 Lancasters took off on this ra#dhigh standard of marker flares was reportédl.returned

There were no more Squadron flights for the rest of the mdnihon the 26’ The Secretary of State for Air Sir
Archibald Sinclavisited the Sgn. Their success rate was 95% and casualties low at only 2.6%

TheFebruary Squadrorecords show

5 Operaions 75 Sorties

A/C Missing 2

Boomerangs 2 (return due to technical fddln@®bing)



March 1944
Thelst Marchwastheir 13" Operation was to StuttgartFlt Engineew Gile<DH f f SELIA SQ&. f 23

| Alrerafl 5 2 lﬁylu Times
Dito. | Hour Type n::l No Fijot | 1naty (inoludinng reaults of h:m?&l:;upn , xoroines, oto.) 3 Day Nizht
r3ofeni23:25 \ b4av¥3 (/o SECAER chia fEN e - 0PS -  STUTTEARTY3) 9-3g

And as verified bWireIess OperatoBiII CurieQ Bog Book

X Houe b2 A000RD o D B — Fgmgtiow =
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The ORB also records this sortie

0759 The primary terget, STITTGART, wan attacksd end bosbed ml .
21,00-¢, ot 0}1i hct=a. Voather conddticnas wfwtbe‘c.lmaﬂ,
- | ‘tar.a._lt; 10,000 =%, The farget wan Sdentified Ny gresn Y L'k
) . } |ssen at 0237 hours followed by xod 7,10 and wangomy {lyred,
— - ¥ . e -honb- beins drepped-in eentine- £ -feurmanganl- -faaneoy - PPl
mariking good st first, bub {oeiled off dadly, A 2arge explosion
T vER T ¥aEYEt 0320 sowes, Phrtrzraphlc TRITUN AnE T WeRtEE:
[condu.icns

16 619 Lancasters took off on thls ra@bmbing was not totally accurate and woodland was burréd.
returned

1.3.54 lancaster I

A ~ T (5

The Crew mughavehad some time off for 2 weeks now becauseithext flight together $not recorded

until 14" March On research though it turns out that the first week stashmvnwas due to the moon period.

Also some contests in Football and Clay pigeomihgwere organised. Evidently tHeilots beat the Air

gunners at shootingThe Squadroralso started fitting a MidUnder Gun on some aircréfh counter the

upward firing canons of the German Night FightefEheymade one flight orthe 10" March involvinglO

aircraft combined with others from 54 Base (Coningsby, Woodhall Spa and Metheringham) on an Operation to
bombMarshalling Yais at Chateauroux near Tours. The Seckew avere not on this sortieHHowever on tle
14thtestflights are recorded with 3othdr I Yy O G SNBR 0SFTF2NB aStdAy3a 2FF 2y
show it but i@ not really the story of LL78%gainBillCurreQa [ 2306221 Sy (BNEdwrdsthei Q&

Il A3K [ S@St .2Yo0Ay3d LINIOGAOS a | w3Iz22R af SSLIQ®
18/ 3 g 1100 yavensiin /70 Seckar L)k % £ Soa *,-/L-,,.'y PRIy
s S I s "
4/ 5 /PO O pAr AN f/w E Loers % .;-/ K’t_,t,_“,} 5 & a2l
/7'7,-;»‘ ous.;.n:«ﬁ?l/fo Tf«/g &/ Vol oA 4 .t\:}wv/pd;(} 2: 20
\TE 734 E '

Doug Hole RG also records these. Note the change of Pilot for the 1900 hours take off

T
\4-B-44 |\100. 36-\644! /0. SecxeRr. | ReAR GonweR AR /sea. FIRING. 1000 \oor:bh.: sterq - 80.
143 44 l‘)OOl ™ 3578 ‘C‘*/C, EVANﬁ'EVAMS.'rﬂE»N G\UNNG. LocAawn F.‘y"(c‘v ARCOYTS + l‘g'{p|m‘§ 'hfj
| - o °
145 4+ 0°‘8i 3B \:4‘ Plo. Secwer , ‘@n GQuNKER High Level Bomsing. Doo. ()

Sonow we are orl5" March when the target was Stuttgart again and Operation number 14 forréwe ¢
Bill Curre Wireless Operatorecords

T j 2 A Y. T
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And also Bomb Aimer Sam South records with 10, 210 Ibs of Bombs

1 ///ﬁ oS STUTTGART

W . /5 e s 75d -
|
S & (/ﬂ Lo 1O ps;
And the Pilot Freddie Secker
v P ' :
ARy TER |LAT8Y|  SEAFE |  OoREw | opé STUTIGART N2/
The ORB records the Squadron sortle
— i wm——— e e e T =1 T ——
15.3.54  lancastar I ;/32. Seckar, r.u.P m.ua. | 4507 | 320 | Tho primary ;_a.;}g;; a-v"p{\’ra'mnn ?tduab& anfl besad ]
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16 619 Lancasters took off on this raid. All returibed an interesting story on this raid was thatistralian
Pilot P.O Kim Robertkancastet M378PGJJigwas attacked by a JU88 Fighter. He went into a corkscrew

Sall LIS odzi ff (KS 3dzyy RedGuniddaysirali@ySyiKiBgmhanagediaifed | y S
one gun and shot down the Fighter. For this action Kim was awarded the DFC and Gill the DFM. This crew is
very much involved in this story latar2 | 02 LR 2F GKA& S@Syid A& NBO2NRS
Lc;g Boolk ofIJaclk’ Forrest ! } ‘
i 73 /Oblﬂlﬁs :
26 844 kM. 395. //;. /?oifi?fs, ffuc/,‘,,z@ ; g ’;f,‘}r,,. {%’ "S‘:,;" %ﬁ%%@gﬁﬂf %% l 9«. 18, |
T : |

TheSeckeO NB ¢ Q @pematipriivias the bombing of Frankfurt on™Blarch 1944

Pilot Freddie Secker records
£ FRANKFURT N°/5
LiRAcH| 18 | kB s TER. N .
This time with a Sgt Hickling on boardameextra to full crewas a 2* Air Bomber, probably trainingSgt

Hickling is not listed before today but his next Operation was Sfikarch on JB134 RG with Pilot Aitkens
crew to Frankfurt He unfortunately FTR on the Gennervilliers raid Biviay 1944

$GT Hickmmng

s 792 SELF CREW | 0P8

Navigator Jack Cave records

| |5-40
59-10.219-30

Operarions - [ranxrurT (15)

Torar Tme ..

I8-19[3/44 1850ILL.783 | Ffo. Secker. |

The ORB records this

K e 1 b/ . . A o bc ‘The 5 PRARCRIT ttaaked and dosbed from

’&3“]1.‘_‘39‘_{*_‘52.} / m JY._APP";_"!.. UL > B 'lg?-‘? P i b i i

| '3 LL, 778, Slt. lu ........ uIJL Fﬂl}'#?ﬂﬁ& | . mm;nnhrm: woa_Ldnctified by IR,

! South, i ‘batbed H,P.I. of ssvexsl .30 Nsswlis of bomiing

S-J:n:h- .q.m... swmsen al sasel] < BOTS- DY 0HIETVed. Fwwgmyh-c -fallure dus-to-clond——, -
: |P/5. Ehartt, D . i [ T 18 S
e S g et A T =
e madteafEebe) o LT

15619 Lancasters took off on this raid. All returned (one returned edtlyengine trouble P@® P/O Buttay
hyS GKAy3 LQ@S y2G4A0SR A& GKIFIG GKS hw. y2g NBO2NR

consistent but as they gained experiencel@therswere killed in action (KIA) then the existing personnel
moved up through the rank3.hiswas also due to operational merKeep an eye on the ORBs that follow
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Time to show off the Ground Crew with the Aircre(Colourized)
TheGround crewwould have remained with the aircraft if the flying crew changed.

Ty,

v i = - -
mmuu QNS Or

1| |-

Each aircraft theoretically had 6 Ground staff (4 engine fitters and 2 riggers but very often only 3), So the
picture is a combination of several ground cremith the Secker flight icrew.

¢ KS { $0O1 S"\opetaddd waQdur nights later on 2% March and with good weather another
successfuattack was made on Frankfurt with no 619 losses
The ORB records this

22.3. 4, | lemcester I ?/0, Secker, . Bosbing, 18 0106  The mogees mxx ddmakiftis prisasy barget, PRANKIURY, wan . . |
o &{ Sillespie, er;' - = attaciksd and Dombod from 23,0002, st 2455 howsm, Weather
0t 12783 2zt Cswn. l..!.{'.‘ FRAZXPURT comditicos: 5/10ths.clomd ml 400001, The tasget ams. A
Sgt. Sowth, LK identifisd by sod T, 1's and wanganwl flores) boubed MT\I.
»i8, Swrrde. wE, it of-fwo—red £.1's som in dembegighty Belinved be-have-sesar—
v/8, Shovid, . .. {- Briltein ares in light of photo-~lzsk,- Censidered ia to tep
b 7 T —"xq— —irf SoT TR, THOYOSMINIS TRl &Ne YO Slowd IS T IINENNENET

18 619 Lancasters made this Operation anel dttack was considered an excellent result

Jack Gillespfea  2aBosbo#<hisas Opn 16

1 T e T
23/3fyud 659 |10 173 |B sEoxer EATENE . OPS . FRANKFURTIE) | 610 .

On the night of 2% March, despite very poortak@ ¥ ¥ ¢S G KSNJ I y2 i KSNJ N} AR g1l a
PGE (F/L Moorg Boomeranged due to engirteouble. PGL (P/O ThompsonFTR Conditions were not good

with very high winds making navigation difficult. Many were blown off track in heavily defended areas. There
was no cloud but they had to bomb down wind. Howewmmbing resulted in a 6 mile fire in Bertia fairly
successful

CKAE o1 & (KS"QpératipnaMdth©DRB setoids i T

1 1 1 ; 8 Q.| T &, TRULTE, Fan_obfanked. sud Horkal o
| 2h.3.84 |Jenession 2 _.°_§§. Scet-glﬂag..__m&m_ ..... _.1828 L m.{é@%‘mm_‘, anﬁ":‘cmdiﬁmnx s /lo,":',’"
L] 3 Qe Duvs. LT IRIIIN Sloud, Tha ssrmat-ans-Ldantificd P
SR 8. Sowthe J H. . B}l-ﬁml yn).lnw wHnganzi- ¢ixtus, bcaha-boﬂ.ua u;vpyodﬁg‘g-_ti- + P
B -Parrder— W Seatiened e reTs aren um'nﬂmsrmnmhw :
??s: Shordt, . DL | ., failwe dne to nireracs nob boing level = 10 ﬂuh,
B/ Ao (111 P I TRTET BE saatmﬁ a0 uau:n.
’ i
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1820 1. 783 | P/o. SECrER.
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REAR GoNNER.

OPERATIONS

BERLIN, i

B
4
Canar.

(7).

| T-45.

However landingonditions in the UK must haatsobeen bad as LL783 lardlat US base at Seething which
is 9miles S.E of Norwich

The next day they completed their return to Coningsby EBsrig Hole)

Y T |
[ |

785, | Qo Secxer.  [Renr Gonner. Sextinl - Sase

55 44\@&5' 7

¢ e &~ e~

On the 26 March they completed their ¥8mission with a bombing raid on Essen. 13 aircraft took off. One
returned with asuspected fire in the bomb bay. They jettisoned their bombs and retuffki Paterso®GD)
However there waso muchcloud and the general opinion was that bombing was not very concentrated

Tiabinge 1§l+1 0047 lTI’la Jeinary target, TEIWI, mms attecked and

|
25 Jebdy I Iancagtor T | B/0, ~m-h::: tombed from
| Sgt, Gidespis, LW . .. 22,500-FE, of, 2291 howra, eatior copiitinns: 0/105hae c1otia
Y S L0 % (55, YOOV N . - O - RN | 3G X ] WD . - 0 3035, AOUVON NEUSRERUPI, WO Tre: farget nu...mumu.u; ) V._Lmrm.a._mn_hemg
Sgt. Souths | & on a zingle rod 7,1., We wors too e.a..ly in the .

)
o
]

n""nnl‘ "A oL rvR. ST rondtne nnire
Fiotogriphip faiiure Guo fo weather conuitiw .
. : <

t ~ovsb o s

yiyags ol
B4 5

49, el
H

P"“
[OX)
N
Hie s
i
(=]

CNBRRAS {SO1SNna SyiGdNEB NBI Ra
Hopeu |26 Me}; TER |LL 783 SELE __CREW ‘ _1'5 LSS EN il 7

There were no 619 losses

hy 2yS a42NIAS 6RIFIGS y20 1y26y0 FreddietSecker hakaicbokie hitiisi I N.
leading edge one night along with some incendiaries that stuck in his wing. Had he have been 3 feet further
ahead BOON! [ dzO1 & Saol LIS H

At this point one of the regular crew members sustained knee injuries playing football. Sam South was treated
first at Station Sick Quarters and lawrRAF Raeby where he had cartilages removed in both knees. He was
unfit to fly in the cramped BoimAimer space for some timand consequently missed the last 11 of the Secker

I NBgQa ¢ 2AzNd wastmy Sathar, @ thought | would show his RAF record and his Logbook entries. He
always said he was disappointed but apart from showing me the scarshan sitle of both kneeshe
g2dzf Ry Qid &LISF{| Fo2dzi GKS 2LISNIGA2Yylf aARS 2F 02Y0
His logbook record records the Essen esdpn 1® dzi G KSy | RRa G{ A 01 Ay {{v¢é

I will show his recovery progress asaincides with other crew Ops andf course his replacements.

< lar - 7 y
MAR AL L/w_c__ 783 fi&f_@? /75 OPS: L SESKN S P
e | | @__uu_MdLLu_ |
i .ur.L_av_.{Sﬂ

Musical Paramatta was a term describing the use of Target Indicators with Oboe Radar (hence musical)
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| SNBQad (GKS LAOGAINBE 2F GKS {ljdzr RNRYy C22G06lFtf GSIY

i d8 ey e ,_‘; 2

Backrow: Bill Currie 8 from left, Sam South'®from left.2 K 2 Q & 2"{frént left ?

A Test flight was carried out on28arch. From Freddie Secl@&togbookhe rotesthe two new crewstand
ins as training was necessary

. & it
i
- -

- L‘Wm—
NARH 29 QQM LAZ SELe e {@' AR T

A variety of Bomb Aimersow filled in the vacant position

Their 19" Operation waon 30" to Nuremburg(Nurnberg on the last operation of the monti7 619
Lancasteswere involved. However RB(P/O Whitely had radio failure and returned early. PGF/O
Thompsonyid not take df as the Radio Operator became ill while taxying out. There were a lot of German
night fightersabout and PE&5(Sgt Rrker was attacked at 20,000ft and two starboard engimese disabled.
The pilot dived|ost the fighter and limped home to RAF Woodlged Abs he crash landed and the Lancaster
caught fire but fortunately the crewscaped without injury.

Here is the ORB entry for that night

l ——
” 3 3 Dozt 2226 08t |Tha mavy fargot, NUNHEAT, waa n!:'tnnhd nn& w
| 39-3.5%4 I La.ncu*.cr & zla.(: TIIIEEH15, g}: ARES ,O&-f't TAt 0T Bolrs, Wuﬂb.émzmﬁnamt_“f
: . CEve. 9.7.0. HURKBRERG tapuﬂom-ﬁ NRH S LA SR A
ot 20 F e SR Coves, . WT0. RUARBERG, e R e :
i /8, armis W5 YO, SRR [P | ..A!;ﬂ.a..?.!! B._ealing saan, but odging fres glow AKrough
¥/, Snorty, D. olowd, aasured there o bo a mnmnbh ommtrnt.n oz' ﬂwa.
/ T/ Barmmon e —Juerf - FhotogreptiaTatlune . dus 12 -aloyd-and-Frint-Fis

Note Hammondeplacing Doug Holand Butler aBomb Aimer(he was on the 29Marchtest flight)

A Ef IbgtreBNBCSIS &

3%;»/4/549366 I-ﬂ/::;f"jla /% M" o '%j‘% , Oﬁ mm{mf ,,"C' ;‘N
7 " <
~e 783

The Squadron record for March res8llOperations 124 Sorties 1 Aircraft missing 3 Early returns
The success indexas95% andhe casualty rate only 0.8%
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April 1944

Operation 20 was to Toulouse

_.:JM.“ o

LK,

S%. IH!. G

£ unmstur 1 VP’O m ) .5 Boxb! 2028 03550 L‘b hxsat TOTILUSE, was atteckod and bombod from I
e J Egt mi%.plu TVl R B OS] ct OOzS,Iwura. ?u:_ﬁ:er wondltitaat Glamr, R@E\ do&
G X 0.0 L0USE 'mm;mx.v.. The tzeatiwma. :

409, which wex boebed, mrs:t aron covuxwd?cyawh,

ped b-ﬂn!_ Tire Mi'ln vartinlly o PR e L R

..l.v

/5, .
5 thr'—"“—ﬁ—&"———

M. D‘.’

oxplodo noar ta wm Ln arnlosion wns soom in hrw BB, .

Sonsiderodto- b xmexreilent Tetds-Photogreps :
shoned five miles from 130°%.Landad at Wellosh Mountiond

RO RS, i

Note Walmsleyas Bomb AimerOneaircraftfailed to take off due to failed generators and one returned early
due to Radio failure. The raid was successful but the weather at Coningsétum was very poor and most
landed away from baséL783 was diverted to Chippikigarden

ThePilotsLog book entnghows

B wpnnulv |

‘omiw . | 0p% ZoutousE Fiw /Vo20

7
Aran | 5 _‘@_'14»3_5754 l,“ 783! Skrr

AsdoesGiles Gillespie but he recorded Chipping Warden aSTl2located near BanburyNorthamptonshire

REMARKS

Tor Ty T
! (including results of bombing, gunnery, exercises, etc.) |

Day Night

™ | Jack'Gilespie

VF/-—T/E.A/A_

Sufon Y1015 |227153 | 7/o SECKER ops. . Tourouss. (ro) 7 R5
H | |, &eaeo. 12 0ru |

That nightl5 aircraft from 619vere detailedfor Ops but PGN (F/L Morrison) had radio generator failure and
PGW (P/O Griffithyreturned early due to Radio failure.

On 6" April they returned to base. Freddie Secker records

6 e [ ppsed ] Rema
APRY< 55_477 LR Z7FY| Sce e ”ﬁgv"’ CHioiens WARIEN 95 < =
APAsL | 7 | L ANC TN fn 101 f£L7 ‘ Mew;P fram ST T =
z -V s o s
sonu| B | Ancwsveg | e SEir |*2 e ek FORD - 8mss . |
And so does Jack Cave
Jack Cave
G)4/44 1354 LL.T83.| Plo. SeckEX. " CHIPPING WARDEN — Basa. I-1o
8/4/44 1142 LL 753 po Secxar . Oasae - Forp /=00
B/4/44 1613 LL.783. | po SEcxar: . Forp - Bass. =55

In between the Toulouse Operation and the next Operation two-ops flight were made. That was RAF
Ford and back on the same day. This was located on the south coast near Littlehampton and it may be
indicative (no proof) that they went to pick up oth&t9 crew from the diverted Toulouse operation

Both of those flights are recorded above.

They did not fly with the rest of the squadron on™Aprilin which 18 Lancasters bombed the Marshalling
Yards at Tours. One boomeraadut a successful raidverall. This was an offensive to bomb the German
Rail network andhis actionbegins tooccurmore often
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Operation 21 was Aachen, again rail marshalling yards

$1eLadl | lancazter T P/0. Sooksz, v.cJ Scating, 2020 | 0036 |t rSMFr fargat, AATFN, wea nttaockof and Bombed frum .
SITIaEpAE

A [ )P 7 at 2L Rowa. Weather onndifions: Oliu' The -
LT = Wale AACHNEN fargot mg_@ammm I'n.
= l"g’%.' Veimalay. r.‘g.r. hmmafthmnd?!‘:.i.m‘du\nlw
= - v/d Hack. o P, = rking asd bealing Sl s . from
¥ D’ takn=ols. m-sn,o:n-ﬂ..\.mbwmhbnm
F/s, Shortf,
b BAG - Eote—t—eTh B S and-Voort—aurgs wiich wna =lisinsted-atd
! ahowsd faint growst dotail, cloud, =nd fires.

Note Walmsleyas Bomb Aimeand Black as Wireless Operator
Freddie was given a Green Endorsement on this Operation. Orofhkes airspeed indicatarhich was
needed for takeoff speedwent wrong Howeverdisplaying fine airmanshipe took off successfully. Jack

Gillespig(FENQ) fixed it in flight and the missi was completed.

52 dz3 L& B®KENY showsas his 20th mission because he missed one but it was the créhsotie.

Doug Hole f X :
1444 2020) 11,7185, | o. Secwenr . [RearGonnler. OPERATIoNs ABCHEN, (20). A5
| V54 44002 | LL 85 | Qo Decrer. [Rear Gonves. NET ap AL Test — Locar, 155,
b 7 444 MOA| L1783 | /0 Secwer [RearGoNMeR, | CONINGSBY o Dunnome \odee | 120

16 619 aircraft attacked marshalling Yards at Aachen. Not much opposition At (33 McGilvray) and PG
Q(F/LMoore) FTR ¢ KSaS 6SNB W. Q CftAIK{G /ogtMeysameRiGWNI I YR 5 SLJ

However that was their lagDperational flighfrom what they considered watheir most comfortableof RAF
stations. ®nditions at Coningsbyere good compared to their other gtings. On the 13' April Doug Hole
records a Normal Flight Tegbove)and thenthe move to Dunholme Lodgen the 17". The injured footballer
re-joinedthem for that flight but I think as a passenger. More of him later.

Hereare twopictures of Coningsby as it is todayith Tattershall Village just off centre left
It is still anactiveOperational RAF Statidadayandhouses modertrighters and the Battle of Britain
Memorial Fligh{BBMF)
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Tattershall
LCastle

Battle Of; Britain @@/ 2 -
Memorial Elight?. T ; l\‘ .
: AircraftaViewing s

:

RAFDunholme LodgeLincolnshire

This was an even more remote posting than Woodhall Spa. An advanced party set off with their gersonal
the 16" April 1944 y R Y2aid 2F (GKS {ljyQa SljdAaLywsSyd FryR GKS
Dunholme Lodge was also occupied by 44 RhodesiarBgmearby village of Welton only had two pubs but
Lincoln was a better proposition than Boston

The injured footballer did fly with the crew but only 4 days later was transferred to RAF Rauceby Hurspital
his knee operations. That must have been the shortest posting ever as he ngosra@ them at Dunholme
Lodgeas his discharge date indicateSJune. There was no key hole surgery in thiegs and suspect any
surgery was a b 6 NXHiricitleftaflydRauceby Hospital specialised in wartime plastic suggegedures

| N | ]

- —] I T :
lfﬁ' ‘LZ! './‘ /‘—;‘1‘23‘ ot Agmzz#ﬂ;@&r ——l———
‘ 7
. RN NI ol P .

\SHeN i~ RAF NosP. Rivcs BY. | |

His RAF record shows

R oz 1o:n

._w ~ - - S -
i ol e
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RAF Dunholme Lodge
The old runways are superimposed on a modern map as very little remains today

Welton Village

)
"v\““"“ .

RAF Scampton
(about 500m) William Farr

LD School L

Approximate
site of the Runways _ RAF Dunholme

(now gone) \ Lodge Memorial

*\ e St Chad’s Church

> |
’ 44 M ial
Dunholme Lodge Sqdn Memoria

(now a private farm)
\7 . 4
Last remaining
Airfield buildings

The very next dag8", they were on their 2nd Operation. The ORB shows the target as the Marshalling Yards
at Juvisy, a rail junction 20 miles south of Paris

&m i, me yos atinsoed nod ]

BM et 233& Veather coniisiomnsl N OloGE A
by

-~ indn- rod-epet- Mros. - Rover-andtom -y
{flazhes. I.rur)msnn ﬁ@au mmmm;wnu

Note Kennedys Bomb Aimer

Bill Currie records this

i - 2 & 7 > > L P
O g LD e e sy o :fegffcr & % Eocrremp o O Ao esphia Somt= wop.z ‘Re
LA YB3
7o C/f ":71?/7/ /9(, ALK s l CDESL 7
/ e ) A
/8//;3{(41,‘030 Aﬂnuﬁ’t!é’ /’/\.. déc/{c? é :’{ O~S _, YecrenS /ceren @ 505
A AR 3 -
- 3 2. 7 4 A, - o
DO e\ HSC R A RsAR fTa ".:fe.:/\;é.“.’ 75 77 == 55
AA YE3
’ — ~ A - a a > -

14 Aircraft took off and all returned safely. However P/O Warner iiRR@s takenlishortly before takeoff
and P/OJohnWhitely took the Lancaster on the sortie. It was a successful raid.

On the 28 they flew a normal flying test and on the same night they also flew t18%r @peration. Again to
marshalling yards but at lGhapelle also near Paris. Another successfulwald15 aircraftfrom 619 butP/O
French in P® FTR and P/O Roberts in PG was unable to take off due to faulty beskon the taxi run out
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Jododls |Lancaster I . Secker, . Damking, 245 | 0256 Fhe primary terget, Lo GIAPELIE, wrs attaoked nd bosded ¥
Toioth lenapter 2 '!’ZSC.M e ! ROODrE. wE D033 Touri. Weathss Geadlticnst 7/ 10U, CIOWL &%
'er 12765 at. 70 g LLE 1-5,000. 6%, "o target wia 13emiilisd by red spot'f dosks |

1. 763, L Cave.  Tadah LA SEAX :

=T v T P/5. S=ithoon. Da g Peing druppad on a single red ot firs. Oontal fires esd

wis. wH demoin ok 2 iz tapget avea. 4 lacgn axplosion maen st on

55 F/e. Skortt, | D | hours, Cosaidered s falrly :uact:aizl‘:stta&. Flotiad aiming

e s 1 4 — 4
- 6 tieder Delly ] v Fhobographa i g -

Note Smithsoras Bomb Aimer

'26/4/44 2I45|L.L.783 P:/o Secker | 4" Operamons. —LA CHapeLLE Nr.Paris. (23) 5-/0
22/4/44 1715 |LL.763 | Ao. Secker. z Ar  TesT. -20

Jack Cavalsorecords thisas his 2% Operation A normal Flight test was carried out on thé'22

This picture was taken whilay father was in Hospital.have taken a liberty of photo editing him in on the
right and colourising the photo. | think he deserves to be there
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“u:"
It
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i
o

{2 Y2@0Ay3 2y TNRY,thedestbiithé srdwedntnuedvithElighk test ol the 28 April
and on the same daheir 24 "missionto Brunswick.t A f 2 i C N RgbbaR shows B S NI &
Z 73 Riiraes
ALRY ,11'44114.»,';; 4 7?’3‘ OELF | cRew - | - o AR ZEM L N
7 ' gg7 S VITHERS 2 » '
pory) 12\ s ane asinlis 763 sEar ™ “aREw OPS __ BRANSWICR N 24
And the ORB
F I”D Sggo lon, Bomdsing ! 2249 0353 was attesked and
»fgn?.;x:—?r\%;l P T A S e
ISgk, Cave,  LILOL BRUNS ¥ IQCI : 7z a.mod spat Cixe and & gouen, |
¥/8, Auaall.4.D, (CETIR.141507) . rod spet fixe, Rmbidg
2 | S, iU e good t Sred-arcuwnd Frema-Byi sy —
| #/5, Sborts, D, onae 1 arex, =nd two Sbbors sfart
— — i 773 ol n.n.1 ,;:‘l-::q: sty x‘ Piotteds 'm::-apMYr":“““

Note Aumell CaradianAFas Bonb Aimer
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14 Lancasters from @5qgntook part and all returned safely. P& (F/S Wadsworth) was attacked by a JU88

night fighter but the crew managed to shoot it down. As aircraft developmewntdvedluckilythis Lancaster

had been fitted with a midindergun. This was to countghe night fighte@ability to snealup under the

Lancasters with upward facing guhs Y S@ SNJ | ANODNI FdG NI RINJ RSGSOi

trialled and this detected the approach of the German fighter. Being wanféd approach the pilot

corkscrewed left but at the same moment the fighter activated hissg@mly one cannon shell inflicted
seriousdamage to the port elevator and splinters damaged the port fin.

It was at this point the gunners shot the night fightSgt Wadsworth limped back to Dunholme Lodge but the
shock of landingaused the elevator to completely snap. Sgt Wadsworth was subsequently awarded a DFC and
his commission. Sgt Brady and the two gunners, Sgts Maltby and Joy received DFMs and ptorRisigis .

The OBfor them is shown purely out of interest
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~ _— ety Sy Pl e — S w0 mTges emeditione, y
WE 01 /I 8S5Q& [ 2 3"%Apri recoris/aiNbdiibal HighiNastiafd3heifi2Bperation on the same

night, this time to MunichHowever this was not in LL783 and is mentioned wnigterest
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Note. Kennedy as Bomb Aimer

15 aircraft took part and it was regarded as successful beKPBO Schofield) FTR
On the 28' April their26™ Operation was to Schweinfurt again. The forecast wimdre hopelessly inaccurate
Many were blown off course and endeg in heavily defended areas. 13 aircraft took part butW@&F/L

Gunzi) and PG (F/S Whinfield) FTR

The ORB shows
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The 28 Operationsaw their last flight for Apridbn the 28th It started with a Flying test for the day and then
the Operation that same night vg8@ao bomban aircraft factory at Kjeller rae Cslo.

JackGiS 4 LIA SQa f 230221 "NBhO#iMRa (KA& & GKSANI HT

;;v/q/:..,a co A773  |Plo eFCKER . NET ~ 40
;:ﬁ/l/.. 2142 !u 103 | Pfs scedisr OPS.  KJELKER 2y 735,
And the ORB
T =F ST T RV A =T, e : AT R ;A rigary targes, O5LO, was atiacked ani E‘,’."h."_g!j»':—‘-*:n'-
B.A-h enasterl S0 Tt R e i ?iiz”c 05 s, Weather oealtioa: Yo oYeuks - s,
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#/5. Zouts, | B i L el 53082408, 000- M0 g9 -AXPIORICN.-S0n -84 Qia6- housa. Spditting
= rme ey ;/3. S&%':ﬂ"t‘"" T jpoint too near, causing congsation, Flaes mm:‘ P
- ] & e vayrrone— Dot bad- (50 ards- 35 deg. Trow ATANg P I
e W m-ahmbrf-‘(mt&ftﬁ!%’) j» eboved groend detatl, BIRPARSL NI
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Note Boothas Bomb Aimefeventually FTR"7July 44)and BirchAus AFas Rear Gunner

10 Lancasters set out but H&S(F/S Patterson) had to turn back due to intercom failure but the target was
almost wiped out.

LINAE Qa NBO2NRA aK2g ¢ hLISNI GA2yasz w5 BdoRdkidgsS a >
The success index wdewn to 89% and casualties up to their highest at 5.9% including Sgt Broomfield**

May 1944

For the ' May The ORBhowstheir 28" mission

5TE ey : f g 0557 ke tamt, TOTLOMA, wan attacied ard boubod fras
Ledeld_Lanoaster 1 :52" %ﬁiﬁ,ﬂ.’ A posine. e L 'ir;mgmm%ﬁm; w-:iihs;:w&mw-rwa@rmgk—
* ' {aibiiity. Tho taroet wap llectified
B 7 *;f‘:"%n‘"‘" ,f‘m{mwlh”—“i?;;x%’m&gﬁ boing drorred od & singie 1ed SpOT Tife,;
| 3/3\' Stmia 3 : Plasty af scoin aad sxploaions chaered 2
i /5. Shartt, . Du |, \ fuganred ta ba b wRey SCYAN s
F—-- —;——————-m— -+Hoodoookr ¥ [ o 5 Photagenpes o

An_target
Note. Aimellas Bomb Aimefeventually FTR 23July 44)and Woodcockas Rear Gunner

12 Lancasters took off and all returned safely.

That was the last flight that the Secker crew did in Llaf&Btheir 28' Operational flight It evidently

sustained some damage on this flight and the next and final flight for their Tour was in a difigoeaft. Sam
South must have been feining the crew abouthis time butnever actually flew from Dunholme Lodge,
however he has a piece of the damaged aircraft bethesaircraftwas patched up and handed on to the next
crew.My brother has this buit may be donated to Thorpe Canvuseum inthe future. Note the green and
brown camouflage paint is still ther&erry Secker, the son of Freddie also twas pieces of Cinders

The Forrest family whose story will be told shortly also have pieces ofritrafabut these were recovered at
a different time.

The pictureson the next pageare genuinedamaged par of LL783 The firstis probablythe partsustained as
reported above The others are parts retrieved from the crash site as reported later
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Sam Soury

Interestingly the sign offfor April were done by Kim Roberts who stood in for the Sqn Leader
Jack Cave and Freddie Secker botlomthis in their Logbooks respectively

————
SuMMARY rFor APriL /944, I1-10. 55-30

No. @I Seuapmon.
Dare. //5/44,
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{ . | / / 4 * |
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So their final and 29Mission with 619 Sqn was @nd May 1944. The ORB recolidsPGM

. “ ‘ TR
5.5.h4 | L + 2202 | Oxa |Th= Lar; 2&_3& WMWM : H
[ e [ s pel mmtn |_sme |ousipm s som mions, me s i

O A, |Snd'.: L. 2 w1 UATIIY - lawCUANE. The. tarmst san idsantitiod hy . oud nmt PLrnm .. and arann m >
|78 Booth., E. . bmkahuag@omdmummrof«dmtﬁna. e
- e R O TR Hawled oy s utaly - goody-banring avpsacing—bo
[#/s. ghertt, D | . A.P.T. /s fram takn-off. Plotéed 1050 yars-010° nm
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Note Booth and Adams and NOT LL7£$3i was an #ernate aircraftfor their last flightas theirTour of Duty
now ends

It is mentionedonlyto round off their storyThereisanotein A f f  LogabddAbSuRdamage to this
Lancaster
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5 > 7 BSR4 ) ot - - = - o
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Bill Currie

That would be part of the cockpit

— e o e [ o] o ——eee e

bt .
Ay | 3 \1anéaster |Lriats|  SERE
Freddie|Seckef Logbook

On this occasion the target was Mgile-Camp an army camp, 40 miles south of Reims, a Pahaek Division
HQ. PGG (P/O Wadsworth) FTR

However of 360 bombers on this Bomber Command mission 42 Lancasters were shot down. In one report five
were on fire at the same time. The main Radio Operators message to attack was not heard and they held back.
Luftwaffe Night Pilots had time to take off and counter-attack. However the second wave of bombers did destroy

the Camp.
I't was supposed to be iydefeyded- ai d as it wasndt heav

Freddie Secker recordsahas the 28 Operation. Some of #hcrew may have missed the odd trip for one
reason or anothepr even made an extra sortie with another creavTour of Duty usually lasts for 30
Operationsbut upon furtherresearching we findhat the crew did an Operation to Arras in a Wellington whilst
still training at 17 OTU Silverstone. It is recorded ter@3® August 19431t counts as an Operatiand so

they achieve their Tour of Duty total of 30

LA 7 o g e

ITU Silvar;ton while/Training

17
AUl 43 \Wakiv§Toy \uldfs |  SELF | tgr culkris
W CRvE
N Ly el T JSeu7H
F

redHie Secker Logboo# ST . prosa
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hyS 2F CNBRRAS 2pdPdor dailstNegv 184338 makihgg0 Opedations and his Tour
complete However it was not the end of their war efforts as they went on to 52 Base Bomber Conatnand
Scampton and later 56 Base at Coningsby to Test Rly_aacasters before haimdy themonto other crews.

So at this point we leave the Secker Crew as the aircraft is handed over to new aircrew and we say farewell to
their stewardship of Cinders of the Clouds,-®G LL783wascertainly(i K S A NAirgtéftdzO{ & Q
Freddie Secker was awarded a Distinguished Flying Cross in August 1944. It was gi{fe®emn 2344.

FG Secker DFC Don Shortt Bill Currie Doug Hole Jack Gillespie  Jack Cave Sam South
Pilot MU Wi Opr Rear Fit El Navigator Air Bomber
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Here they are in colourised pictureallproud young men about 23/24 years oy now

Freddie Secker Don Shortt

Bill Currie Doug Hole

Jack Gillespie
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Jack Cave Sam South

Andfinallyi KSANJ W/ NBg LIK2G2Q GKIG KFa 0SSy

Bill Currie 'Do,ugvljoile,‘ Jack Gillespie  Jack Cave
~ Wireless Opr Rear Gunner Fit Engineer Navigator

Wdza i 2yS Y2NB GKAY3IAXX Ly GKS O YI NI RHaiNdAuSt reeofdthes || NI&
Christmas of 1943 when theget with the parents of Freddie Secker for a fdays rathethan with their own
families. It vas a lifetime of mutual respeets judged by theifrequent 619Sqgn reunion meetings

26



R.A.F. STATION
WOODHALL SPA
LINCOLNSHIRE

28% Dec 1943
R
Drer & D eklan, /
;”‘\\0\2 w@y\kyu QX‘\Q‘X‘ 5\ L
%Q\m&’ o “o\( ey '\?'m&, ”ﬂkﬁk o
\?"\Wc%xu?ks . AU O A man
N Mo vdeed. Vauu Ramd C'\I LOW amdv

a) ‘ Q
Maodlld mavien A OV 2\ MR wonm

A e
MW OCHMe. WO Raaany 1&\3&\' “Wond-J§ Fand"
AL M Koo vardR o XS .
Fom—— kﬁé~.3 %) @m&u{\»&
i ,{‘Boumx&& \be \;ﬂzw& RS \aan
u&i) me alQ OM7Q VM\N ua\saw&(q,

o § \e\o)ven e did Xoo.
e G Yo iy Ndaie
5 ot -Atoé DA Ximan ook |

WO Amag J A

N : FPUAS \{U\Li VAM oA Ve

) CA®
\\/MJ\}M =N\l

v

R A, ‘l( 167‘/ 2

fHeSut],

Chapter Two

RAFDunholme Lodge

Soy2g tS0Qa Gl 1S dzLJ) avektd théing diky. Firsiho fvdrerthisDhEW. GREW S a
2Sftfx (GKS@ ¢S Ny cdelihrodtyi ST 1662 & RAF Winthorpe at Newvatke course
immediately after the Secker Crewhey joined 619 Squadron at Coningsby Bd@uary 1944 and became

an experienced crew whoere operational alongsidéhe Secker Creandon the same nights

Thet first flightin 619 Sqwas on 18 Jan 44 recorded y [ y Ol aGSNJ W. wmon | & W. dz

Their first Operational flight was on 2dan 44 in ME569 to Magdeburg with a Bomb Load of 10,820 Ibs. They
continued to fly in Operations witthe Squadron but inlifferent Lancasterand as mentioned alongsidiee

Secker CrevEventually they regularly flew Lancastét378 PGJ, JJig The Roberts crewhad flown in LL783
before in an Air Teston 2Marchnn 1 & NBO2NRSR Ay (G(KS Cfandtheimhd vy SS NI
. 2Y0 ! AYSNDRA bookwS3I 5S+AStto 23

irerai : |___Flying Times
S Hour TH;A:’::“‘*&NO‘ il ’ Dozy k luding results of b 1LWgnnnary. is etc.) | Day Night
C
23:3 44 ke #%3 ﬂ/o ROGERTS ENCIVEER ‘ QIR TEST 00 - /5
P a3V Reg DeViell )
C. tMTES|p a
23 3. Uy o b4 /<_>. Ko BER(S. - - AR -TEST 00. IS

Reg got picked up because he recorded LM instead of LL. An understandable typdwadIou
27



They continued to fly LB78 when the Squadron moved to Dunholme Lodge in ApriHé#e hey inherited
LL783 with an Operationflight on7" May 1944 to Salbris.

Part of M378PGJis in the museum at William Farr School, Welttinwas lost in action in Julp44
It iscoincidentalthat their old aircraft IM378had thesame numberss LL78®ut in different order

There is a picture of thatamaged part later

For8" Januaryl1944 the Operations Record Book for 619 Squadron recattusir joining the Squadron

Place ‘Rederences,
el R ‘=he following Grews wers postad fo ihis Unlt dwing the memth:-  SECRET. @
Ceningaby.

| Junuary, 194k.  3tst}(cont:) I Pilou: B/0.kcberts.K. y,’nn; Sgt.Forrest.LF.J, Navi Sgt.leott,d.  4/Bosber: Sgb.DeVeill.W.

| FROL 0. 1661 COIERSIGL BT wefs L.1.4k.

Their Common names and positigin blue)was not listed in the recordRAAF is Royal Australian Air Force

Pilot 415358 P/ORobertsKk RAAF Kim Pilot Kimberley

F/IE 1583098 Sgt ForrestJ F J Jack(Showman}¥light Engineer Jaclrederick James
Nav 178572 SgtlLott JE Jack Navigator John Ernest

A/B 1384585 Sgt DeViell WH Reg (Curly)  Air Bomber Wilfred Herbert
W/Op 1321777 Sgt TuckerJ H John Wireless Operator JohnHenry

MU/G 1628306 Sgt Williams LE Johnny Mid UpperGunner  Lesle Edward

R/IG ***  SgtVirgoL F  RAAF Lucky RearGunner Lionel Fank James

Kimberley Roberts records their first 619 flight together off ¥8- y dzI NE | datérm referiizgtb & S& S Q
LINI OGAOS ylI@AadalraAazy G2 | 1 NBS .| NS@P®KNG BEedinivatiithel A &
Morrison Crew in P&. He then records thefirst Operational flight together to Magdeburg on*2lanuary 44

&J_.fsm_-\m.. | | R
'fdmdntj’ 13 [dncdsied g/ EYAR LA | Bukhsiyé
“ la | « 4 "L" f'/o MAohSon  lggie. oPs . Bedm
) U " i .“:7(" SELF jchew, 0. MAeDeBuke
He also records their flight times
| sty | 548 |
i 1.30 |
| 3o '

Sy TIMo CATHICa T0TWaTa i—|

blg Sapncon LConrentasBY - N
Aircraft *
H Pilot Du 2 REMARKS
5% e & v (including results of bor:hing, gunnery, exercises, ew.) |
rane. G | “
L YQl02 22|\ T 1 I m/scr ROBERTS. | ENMGINELR . Bueers EvE
S KRANC X, 10 820 LBS

P $470-20 |15 569 50T, ROBERTS. |fniinicsR. . OPS— PIRGDEBURG. 000’
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This is théDRB for 2%1Jan 44 Footnote: The crew and the ORB below lists Kim Roberts as F/Sgt
The ORB could BB SA typo forPQDThe ORB ohim joining at Coningsblystshim as Pilot OfficeRO).
From May 44 he is listed as F/Rhanomaly

| h-v‘.xu: target. Ooe ws, Puotopwphis 0
EEE Dttt —

— S — — | . A = =

i 1 y '
21,1.00 | lanonster X | D Roderta, 15 O,JL | The primary MANMYTRG, was attad)
&‘W‘ I')‘:."W’““ — | Shnn Weather condl®l
____._J_J.Lsﬂ._ld‘_m__..l. Xaspxaupae | m.bm:xnnad-:hu:aimu-
| 5gt, Deveill. l | marksra; bosbed LP,I. of three green T,]
- tod asound greea 7.1's.- T2

|

wS 3 5 SecdrdSof thida NJ

| x F Qceo’ ¥
9L \- dthPo20, » - fie< Koerers, AR BomBeR. OfeRATion. MAGDERURG. |Q¥ao~u> 0b. 3c

However this is before their flights in LL783 and the diew in otheraircraftbetween thisdate and the
takeover of LL783. It is used to set the scene similartlyje Secker Cre@a & 4 | NI &

Lionel Virgo as Rear Gunner was severely injured in a landing crash at EasirKirébieb 44due tobad
weather and tiredness. The borrowed aircraft clipped a tree whaiagreturned to630 Sqn. All survived
Lioneldid fly agairbut not until26/11/44 with IM.Grant CrewTte aircraft,LEJ M ED65%as written off.
Lionelwas replaced as Rear GunnerAystralian Gil Kinggho flew many missions with thenGilcompleted
his30 Ops¥ ¢ 2odzBMay 1944 on the mission before LL783 handovasmandated by the Australian
Governmenthe was not allowed to do any moi@perationsdespite pleas Althoughhe is mentioned in the
Pilots crew lists éatechnicallymisses thid L 783tory by just a few ays.His daughter is Margaret Lewis who
lives inNelson BayAustraliawho has provided a picture to includte this story

Evidently Kim Roberts thought it was unlucky to have a group photo so the pictures | have of them are from
the familiesof the indivdual crew members. For that | am grateful

| have also includedfaw Photoshomdjustments and colourisations

The nexttwo pictures arecompletely fictitous. | hope that does not cause offence. It is done out of respect.

Jack Forrest Les Williams Johnny Tucker Jack Lott  Reg Deléll Kim Roberts Lionel Virgo
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Jack Les Johnny Kim Reg Jack Glill
Forrest Williams Tucker Roberts DeViell Lott King

They do however have real facebelpictures aranade up to appear as thaeyight have beenAuthors edit

May 1944

So now the story of Cinders of the Clouds continues. We jump forwarfi ey 1944 as the Roberts crew
take on their new Lancaster. They had by now completed 22 Ops in various aircraft. They are straight into an
Operation, no practice flightOperatian 23

The ORB records this

by |Lanenster I ‘?'r.. 'n‘bsrvta.LtAm:l_l. L45358) Sombingy 2207
T o 5 Js¥s
- -0 ). o et Ty SALERIB. ..

L

poteds

Y eXT 'Irq;.n" EToE. Y I ot belore M-:m!.r.g. ﬂﬂt:&.. ﬁm J"l.rl.n
575,‘-o Pttt et ey pby - Bk srap e rafyemed-- o

Note Graves as M Gunner, Dickson as Rear Gunner and Griffith§da\$321igator

le R“.rts 1% c ! (STA Pulhad srsmne)
logbbok May 74 "3 [MRIBD | SERF AL ! 0f%, SALNAS (@\4-61«1. )
Jack Forrest recalls in his logbook

[ &
7'&44 [ {LL 783 )F/r ROBLERTS :zxvm/VfM‘. 0P S. SALBRIS. | 05" 35.

YR Ay w83 58+AS8tftQa 23 6221

C. W3 = - =
7. € uat LR.-«C?I,, M Rogerts > : oleRaction. SALABRIS. 05.35

SxlLoSIvE WokKS & Dever L_{Oo‘
? 0l3o hes

The successful Op to Salbsias to bomb the railway between Orleans and Bourd@&saircraft took off but
PGO (S/L Fuller) FTRIm has recorded that in his logbodhkther aircraft were involved in fighteskirmishes
but without damage.
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Two nights later on the"®May the raid was to Gennevilliers just northwest of Paris and was considered
successful. 12 aircraft started the mission butP@/O Bakéghad to boomerang due to hydraulic failure in
the port outer engine which drove the rear turret motion and-RAGRO Aitkin) FTR. This w&oberts cre\s
24" Operation

Reg DeViell records

, c 3 e =
45 44 ories” | % Rodzgis oo bofERpvio GENN:wgueKsU—m\ 5) Oyl0
Lae Ritalne ENSHNE (Wok 7285/
x ISoc me. 3= ioooéf' S = loeoyYads
l 3 AP
And the ORB
o s 11 T [v ertn, X | 53)_Eonb. 2212 0228 Mhe seliaayr borgety TEsENILIIERS, wus attnslamil gﬁ Fas |
Lt IANSMNGE _,_5;. Zﬁm,: “(;:ﬁ%‘r—;}ﬁ e from 7 ,200-84, -‘:t [+55v4 m:u'a Tnathor seaditions Oloar, with
| 'gY 33,763 [!'?l‘.rn-t 3 dn OrAUTTITHRS, : it i s, e danget . ddeati M ad. by od apck frde,
! FS._DOYQI,LI Wo o J | ftcebs baing r}_*cmyzrl caa 5.:15;7.; =1 :vbt "xrg, )
: A Y jaectrete;~arnt s :'.'::'trr‘bcdj =3

ggt: Wili3ams, I;.’ i ) } Flotted 500 ya-do wa“ ri‘om eining.s naint Faahosrupbl ﬂww; :
DA TR 2 O (AYS TAL 1125269 % eoTma RS TL
I '"",/ Harris, (2nd. A/Bosber, ) |

I ctn rprr = e PEWHER SO Ry, (8, e 1= )

Note Birchas substituteRear Gurand Harrisas 2° A/B expeience

On the morning of 11 May they took Cinders up for some High Level Bombing practice and on the same day
they flew their25" Operation (sortief A 8 G SR Ay WI O] C 2LedpdBdbétgean Ahtdelp add? 2 |
Liege. 15 Aircraft took off but 8 were told not to bon8taton CommandeW/C Jeudine returned early with

an engindeathered. ThisvasWS dzR ¢ A yil&y@ih the Bgiiddron as he moved on to PathfinBerce(617)
asthe Group Captain.

134 ok :m /7. ROBERTS. ![NGMM‘M r H. &8 0/- 30,
544 UL &3, F/r. K oBERTS. ifmcwzf/e. 0P85, BOuRC-REDPUD. 03 40
|
And Reg DeViell
i (- £ : i — |
I §-yg Loy | e ROBERTS AR _PorMOER  APERATIONS BouRG . LEoPoLD. 034p |
- - Ke-called, did nt bomt.

LY YAYQ&a f23022]1 KS NBOdNRE (GKIFG Ck[id Yy2E 6l a {S
The ORB

[  — | I POURE-LEOPULD
5 1y sirerar: procosded to Lhe prds -a:y et (.
| 41.5.44 |Lancaster I g/‘t ;_::;u.x.(;u;%:uqsﬂ)amhlnq ?75845 OS5 g}.’«t m_,“l? e as”sasn oty fT o GSTEEed witd]

11 = 13 ad Tenuned 10 Bems xikbo e
1“”‘—1““’? CM""-&]&}M . T fowb jzt‘ﬂ_soaen 13 y):'_ ien 51520 \-}50! st 0043 Bourk fram

i 11 AN the. reeaindes ol -the Soabe- el i
: tn Base.

:.-.n:.——wa.u N
#/0. Gravams. T
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Note Graves as M Gunner and Knox a& 2ir bomber for experience

On the 1% and 18 they completedwo Air Tests but note one flight was with their old aircraft LM378 and
the second with Cinders LL783

w58 k. 3yr Fhr Roakhrs. [focmsir, IR TEST 00-25.
! | |

‘ »
8 "% Lh yrs Yhy. Rooswrs . Lncwised Leche Fuvimne e840 |
Jack Forrest , | |
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Reg DeViell also records
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Operation 26 was to Amierm 19" May 1944to bomb important road and rail junctions. 16 Lancasteok

off but only 3 bombed. The rest were told not tothfs happened the lead Master Bomber made that decision
because the target was destroyed enough and more would be a waste of bombs. The target could also have
been wrongly identified.

YAYQa f2302271 &K 2apRiS MorkomaccdidpdniBd trieaizGecondl Ril@helSKuadron
Operational Record Books show that these second pilots flew missions with their own crews after these
WSELISNASYOSQ FtA3aKGaD

v =

e js Masesn 2% flaT
" [ ' MDD | SERF CREW oFfs  [ArmeNs.

Yoy ey SENF Nt -

And the ORB
| . _wma_stbooiwd end bo 331
19,500 _|1anoaster T ng.%éngmw-_w__ 02 fpe e s i e st o o
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o : | spatr‘.n,ﬂ‘uh“tcrbcmw A2 ozplosion sem wt |
; el 23y Harcing -aders
B %) ] ' to meo anything due to bed VASUM1ity. Plotied darshalling
s = ‘[ Yurds st X ‘—ms(mumrmwm Wr’“
{.

Note Hillsas substituteM-U Gunnermnd Morcom as2™ Pilot

LL783 did not flyith the Squadrorsortie on 21/05/44to Duisburg. Maybe there wasrse damage that
needed repairingr just routine maintenance

Their 27" Operation was to Brunswick on ¥May. 15 aircraft took off but P@® (P/O Runnells) returned
early as the Pilowvas taken ill during the flight. The attack had no further losses but some reports suggest the
PFF marker flares accuracy was in question

e 3 04,50 Eha pri tavoet, SNREWICS, _attackod and st
22, 5.0y |Lencoster 1 L7478 MM‘*@JM%,?%‘ 22 19, Ste 2t 0129 houra. 3 ;:-ﬁwr conditionat 7-10/10hE. g

Ll 783 :ﬁ. lfnzx;osﬁ. JJ‘.‘. AnE 7 oloud owsr target iopn S, 000=St, The u--&—x: Sdectitieod —
= ek, Do b on T
Bgh, DeVeill. l. BRUNSVYIPE h:/ﬂ.m- bomhnhﬂngd:‘omdmnulnskm B
o Sk I.nnln.. P, | lat mrmm an vw hcum motom'auhlo failure duo to %
e P WEInEESTT R ]  EEE I g2
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LL783 did not fly with Sgn sortie on 27/05/@Cherbourgor 31/05/44to Maisey near Bayeux (no boimig)

The squadrons monthly talfgr May 44 is reported as :
10 Operations, 137 sorties, 3 A/C missing 7 early returns giving a 93% success rate and 2.2% casualty rate

Junel944

The Roberts crewlsodid not fly on 2* June 44 to a 14 strong raid on Wimere@miles north of Bologne
The 14 aircraft on this raid were told not to bomb

Had they flown on those 3 Operations the outcome of future events may havengeal

On the ' Junewe reach a busy time for the crew

That day they did an air test and their night time sortie wakddernelle, a coastal battery near Cherbourg.
Several did not bombt was their 28 mission.At that very moment the invasion of Normandy was beginning
and as they were returning theyust have seethe invasion fleet making their journey across the Channel in
the other direction.

D-Day hadbegun
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And Reg DeViells

Reg DeViell
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Graves seems to appear more so than others but 6 obtiggnalcrew were still there

The 6" June 1944 was-Bay as theBritish and Americaarmieslanded in Franceut this was also a sad day
for our crew after all they hatleenthrough. They were a their 29" Operation(Kim on 3®) and with only
one more to go after this one to completeeir Tour of Operations, the magic'30The squadron that day
were supporting the army bgight bombing road and rail links near CaerassistBritishparatroops attacking
Germandefended positions near Caeh? aircraft took part but PG (F/LRoberts) was shot down and FTR.
The stand in rear gunner Guy Wyand was on his first flight of his second tour

It was the only aircraft lost to the Squadron on that dAyeport follows later
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The ORB sadly records
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Kim Robertsecord shows the last three flights but sadly not in his handwriting. It was probably written by the
Air Officer Commanding to complete the logbook before they were sent to theafekih.
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Reg DeViells log book records
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Roberts Crew of LL783 lost on 06/06/4KIA)
F/IL  Kimbegy Roberts Pilot RAAF 415358
F/IS John Henry Tucker  W/Op RAF VR 1321777
W/O JohnJack) Ernest Lott Navigator RAF VR 178572
FIS Lesley (Johnny) Edward Williams Air Gunner RAF VR 1628306
F/O Guy Herbert Wyand  Air Gunner RAF VR 146076
However there wes two Survivors
FIS WH (Reg) DeViell  Air Bomber RAF VR 1384585 POW
Sgt Jack F.J Forrest Flight Engineer RAF VR 1583098 POW
One versionofthéa 12 NE A& (G2fR o0& WOl C2NNBad Ay | 0221

G+xSGSNI ya
Here | tell it briefly.
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They haddroppedtheir bombs andvere heading homdowards theCherbourgPeninsular. They were
unusuallybelow the cloud base at 1800#Vhen John Tucker the Wireless Operator said to the Rear Gunner

G/ 2dzf R KS &a4SS Iy SySyeé FAIAKGISNI 6SKAYR dzaé¢o | S 0O2d:
repieda! £ f KS @2dA FOAAESHEE P bSAGKSNI 2F GKS 3Idzyy SNE
was a temendous bang and crash. Kim immediately corksctdwt there was a second attack. There was a
scream from the Rear Gunner and both starboard ergaeight fire. Kim died the crew but there was no

reply from the two gunners or the Wireless Operator. Jack operated the fire extinguishers but the fighter
FGdrO1USR F3FAY YR GKS AYYSNI LRNI Sy3aayS OFdaAKG ¥
my parachutg K2 6 Y| y ¢ ® C tehkigoat 4@t HatiBd ad Meg opened the Bomb Aimers escape

hatch and dropped out. Jack Forrest was next with Jack LbitlyfeR a K2 dziAy 3 aD2 2y { K2

Jack Forrest recalls the silence of the parachute descent fr@@ftlinto a marsh and up to his neck in water
but then hearing Reg Dé¥ll splashing about. They subsequently evaded capture for a few days but were
eventually taken as Prisoners of War. iflsairvivalin prison campss part of anotheihorrific story.

After the war and back in England they learrikey were the only two survivors fromCharlie. A fifteen year
old boy remembers the blazing bombegith Kim at the controlsleperately trying to avoid buildings and land
but it broke up as it smashed intbé ground. The cockpit became an infeing/ R bdd§ Wa® é&emated
inside and never recovered. Two others had bailed out but died. A third and fourth body were found at
Hameau Drieu 200yds behind a castle. The four were buried by resistancedfighier cemetary at Auvers
but later tranferred to military cemetaries, three at Bayeux and the other at-guikSeulles.

A second version is told by Reg DeViell from his wartime diaries
9EGNI OGa FTNRBY 4! 2FNIGAYS [ 23 F2NJ.NANGAAK th2zaég o8

Night of 6/7 June 1944 about 3.30am

GL NBO12y OKI ( CditdeqainlydarhbfightezNy (KA & GAYS
Phew, what smoke! Copped a packet in the back somewhere, smoke beginning to issue out of the inspection
door, looks pretty bad.

CKS /I LI AKSE AFASDNP 22y . €S 2dzi OKFLIAeéd , Saszs GKIQ
OKdzi SXdd Ay (GKS FTNRYG (GdINNBGT GKS o6f22Reé KIFNySaa
chute on, then up with the escape hatgmo trouble there,thah D2 R® 52y Qi Fl yO& 3J2AYy
nothing to be done except get out smartly, however, but in doing so lost my flying boots.

b2 AYYSRAFGS aSyalagazy 2F FrffAy3as o6dzi KFIR 6S0GGSN
opened!! This is simply a grand sensation, gently swinging to & fro: there goes the kite, seems well alight but
not going down too quickly, just in a gentle gligiges, another chute, hope some more get out, wonder who

AG A& LINRPOIF O & WIiSdfightetshddmng afsuydnibmeler if ISefistgding to KeSe\aRo at

us? No, he turns and disappears into the darkness, much to my relief.

GwS3Iés | P2A08 FTNRY y26KSNBTI 42YS6KSNB 0SKA
time,thereheh a ® ! yR [jdzAGS Ot 2aS (G22d ¢KIy]l 3I22RYySaa
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who it is.
Must be the marsh below there, still looks a good way down; must remember to heave on the suspension lines
as the deck comes up, be some little timerhat the hell! Down already and devilish wet. Better empty the
chute pretty smartly, not particularly comfortable being dragged through this mire on ones back, must have
flryYyRSR o0Fy3 Ay GKS YINBRKT Xod {KI G Qa2 had$eitér Sideour | y R
OKdziSa LINBGGE& aYl NIfeéoé
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In 1992Jack-orrest andRegDeViell made an emotional visit to thecently discoveredrashsitein afield

near theCarentanCherbourg railway and met the now farmer Roger Montmellldeshowed them bitof

the mangled aircraft he had collected. They also collected rusty momentoes and components of the aircraft
which was made in Coventwhere Jackived. Otherrelics are in Normandy museums. They later visited the 4
graves of their crewmates where theystl heads down and weeping. In 1996 they made a second visit to

| dzZOSNE GKSNB | YSY2NRIE G2 YA WpilotidhSodiake o1 & dzy GSAf

The memorial at Auvers996

Parts of PG Cinders of the Clouds from crash site

Courtesy ofAnniForrest EXRAFA Club CoventryCourtesy of Terry Secker. Inset how they wiexend
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