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“RouTLEDGE THE STORY OF 8 GROUP

RAF. BOMBER COMMAND

OPERATIONAL AIRCRAFT IN USE FROM TIME
. PATHFINDER GROUP WAS FORMED TO END
OF WAR,
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PART |

The usual practice on a Pathfinder 2
Squadron was for the crews to take off
gvery morning to ‘practise bcmhing,vgunnexi*
navigation and map reading, No matter how
good the crew was there was always roonm

. for improvement, as .the C.in G, 8 Group
insisted that his bomber croﬁi'wnza the
best.

However, on this particular morning,
being Sunday, no practice flizhts were
scheduled, and those that wanted to had
the chance to go to church, Some of the

crews had been cut operating the previous|

night, and they were taking a2 well earncd
long lie in bed.

At twelve noon it was customary for
the craws to gat ltnch, the officers go-
ing to their mess and the non-commissioncd
officers to theirs. The first thing svery;
one did on entering the mess was to walk
over to the notice board where the Iiftle
Order for that evening was placed. The

- Battle Order wes & plain piece of paper
with the names of the pilots listed who .
would be required to operate that night,
Ezch member of a orew would peer to see
whether o? not his pilot's name was list-
ed, and if it was he would then look fur-
ther down the sheet to see what time - ..
briefing was held. The chances of one's |

- name not being on the list were pretiy
slender, though, beoauae as the rulc wont
every operation was 2 maxim m offort for

. the Pathfinders. “uaximum effort" meant,
of course, thet a2ll available aircraft:
and orows were to operate. Sceing ome's
pilot's name on the list usually gave one
the feeling of a butterfly stomach, and

this would persist until the wheels of thf

eireraft had left the ground. Once off
‘the ground the crews were too busy with |

. The tarret, of course, wes never given

until dbriefing time, and after lunoh the

topic was usually,"where =re we going?"

‘Crews stuck tozether like blood brothers,
and resting in a group in onec of the orow's
roone they would discuss whoere cach one
thousht thoy were going. Would it be the
Ruhr azain? Chances are yes, but what tar-
zet? Haven't boon to Bssen for quito some -
time, sc it might et it tonight, No, it
won't be Essen - the Mosi boys were in therse
last night. It won't be Cologne, eithor,

‘a8 it's hed it. And so the talk wont on,
nore to relieve the monotony than anything.
Sometimcs a game of cards was started as
the hancs of tlhe clock slowly crept round
to briefing time. This was the time of

“waiting, and I think ~11 bomber crows will

admit it was the worst part of an apere”

At the prescribed hour 21l the crew
would et up a2hd put on their battle dress
jackcts, onsuring, if they had one, thet
their lucky mascot wvas on their person.
This wmight bo a hat, a scarf or something
bolonginzg to the zirl friend a2t home, I
den't think this was a superstition, but
nore of a comfort.

Gotting outside, one would soe all the
crows heading in the sane direction, and
enyone accustomed ‘to the Guards, for in-
stahce, would say ~ whet a scruffy bunch,
and no discipline. However, thosc boys,
and boys {Ley wure, were well disciplinc”
especially in en aircraft, whorc their
work rcally took place. Scruffy fthey mig
have been, but most crew nmembers hated
parting with a uniform they had started
out their flying training with.

- As the crews walked into the large

o~

 briefing room with maps and pictures of

friendly and enemy aircraft on the walls,
the question still was “whore are we gr-
Only the scloct few, sueh as mavigatio.
officers, bombing leaders " end gunnery
‘officers knew the answer. Looking at
that large map on the wall the naevigation
“officer was ready to plot the course

?w

 from the home base to some point in Ger-

meny. This he d4id with the aid of red

~ ritbons and thumb tacks, Navigators now

had their meps spread out on the tables

. -and bad commenccd the preliminary work.
“ On a huge blackboerd all the crews were

listed, end from this ono lesrned of

 bomb loads end whet function euoh crew

would be carrying out .

 NEXT WEEK - THE TAKE OFF -~

their jobs to think about any*hin8~01§é§;f i Aie,
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BRIEFING AND TAKE O??

In the briefing room on a huge ﬁlackm
~+board :all the crews were listed, and each
.pikot's neme was followed by lattara
such as M.B., which meant Master r.
D M Bo, Depu‘by HaS‘ter Bomber) rIVQx., ?
Primary. Visual Marker, SUPP.y Su@@ortsr,
V.C.,Visual Centrer.

The Master Bember, of course, ias the
leader of the attack, and it was his show
He was responsible for giving directions
for the crews to bomb on, and he was al-
ways one of the first on the target and
always the last to leave. The qugty
Master Bomber was there to take ccmmand
if anything should happen to tha Haetar

" Bomber.,

The Primary Visual Marker h&d the hon-
our of finding the aiming point end mark-
ing it$. From his marking the Master Bomb-
er would relay by rgdio.tg*all,crews
where they had to aims Sometimes it was
undershot by so many yards; to. thsﬁlett
by so many yards, and 80 on. 3

Supporters were usually név ono!s to
Pathfinders, and their job was "$q 89 in
with the P.V;M. and Master Bomber so that
the attention of the enemy flak or night
fighters would not be concentfated on one
or two airoraft. They also helped to foil
the enemy radar, as: eagh aircraft would
be flying at a different altitude,

" ‘The Visual Centrer boys were thoge who
‘had passed the Supporter role, an&-their
duties were to fly in at threeaminute
intervels and back up with new target
merkers. They, of course, would take
their instructions from the Master Bomben

that = marker burned for about four min-
utes, and if a raid lasted for, say,
forty minutes then the orews coming in et
H + 5 minutes, for instance, would hava
nothing to bomb on.%*

"~ Othor crews had other Jobe, aud‘ggs
them was lighting the target for ﬁhﬁ
Primery Visual Marker. This job was oamnv
jed out by Blind. Bombing orews, and’thair
function was as followss — Abput 11 air—
oraft, usually Lancasteérs, wsuld go in 0|
the terget line abroast at about H ~ 11

| their job was msst importent indeed.
~ Needless to say, when their job was done
' the tarzot was plainly visible. Being

first in they ususlly zot the undivided .

attention of every flak gun in fhe area. .

{ 48 the raid went on the defences wers

'swamped and flak was lighter, but a more

dreaded eneny was sbout, the night fighter,

"Attention," and all the crews would
‘Jump to their feqt, as the Squadron Com=-
mander had now put in his appearance.

Walking to the front of the room and on to

4 the platform he would quietly say,"Be
| seated, zontlemen.
- fonight is ¥ssen, and I guess it's the

';K:upps works again."
‘ the ¢ ews. Th

Well, the target for

Loud groans from
e Squadron Commander, as the
rule went, never said much, and handed
over to the navigetion officer to give
the route, the bombing leader to give the

‘bomb loads, tke met man to give the weather

end so on.
Navigators were now hard at it setting

| up their coureesy bomb simers were busy
“ylottlng cour3es on their topographical
“maps for map reading, pilot's were busy

taking down everyone's business because,
&8 captains of the aircraft, they had to

know what was going on in every department;

the wireless.: operator was busy writing
down codes, colours of the day and rader
frequencies. Every crew member had a role
to play, and he made sure he knew it well
before he climbed into the aircraft.

+In Pzthfinders an eighth member of the-

':crew was to be found, and he was seacond

navigator. His job was to control the

jnavigational radar aids, one of which was

as to where the markers should be placed,| OBE and fhe other H 25. E 25, one of the

The reason for dropping mew markers was | ¢réatest discoveries during the Second

“World War, snabled crews tc bomb through -
oloud, which meant that bombers could

operate over enemy territory regardleua

~of the weather. GRE was 2 most complex
| instrument, and enabled the navigator to
t plot his course from his home.base to the

target and - back. again. However, ‘a. pin

| point. from,tha bamb aimer was rated the

nsvigator 8 best friend, as GEE oould g0
lmena. :
“Once hriailng was over tha orows disa

| persed to waiting trucks and were trans-

or 13, and drop somewhero in the rezion o’ ported to their aircrafi, where another
period of waiting wes to be endured. Some-

twenty to thirty thousand flares over the
targets These boys carried no bombs, but

* H stands for H Hour, the time the attao‘

2ctually started. Therefore H - 11, for
instanceé, would mean 11 minuteﬁ bef?ﬁt
21 Hour. T

times take-off times wmuldLhn put back an
“hour or more, thioh wbuld be a strain on

: tha arews.. o -

e at the airom&ft the crews mixed
1$h;ﬂﬁp;g;nugd crews end everything
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At long last a green Verey light zooms
into the air, and with 211 the érews in
position and the motors running the ~ir-
craft slowly moves from its parking plaooe
to the perimeter of the airfionld, and
from there to the selected runway for
take off,

Once on the runway the pilot applies .
the brakes and then all four throttles
are opened wide. As he releases ths brakes
the aircraft shudders and slowly picks
up speed for take off. Slowly but surely
with its heavy load it z2ains enough .
speed to. take off, usually with very
little runway left to use. One after ‘the .
other the aircraft take off on their
nission of deeth ‘and::‘destruction. -

READ THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE P'ATHFINDEH

B FORCE, AND' THE REASONS FOR WHICH IT WAS °

2 S v

FORMED . "

-
LAY R

CALGARY AQUABIUH

The' news that an ~dd1t10na1 shlpment of
Sea water has arrived et C?lgary Aguarium
will draw’ the pudblie's attention to. this
fine new devélopmert, and- now that people

MRS MROUTLEDGE

PATHFINDRES . .. o

.(Continued from p.2)

was cheocked. The huge bomb doors stood |
open -and inside were the implements of
war. Right in the centre mas a huge

four thousand pound.™cookie," whkch
looked more like an overgrown oarbage y
can than a bomb. Around it were smaller
‘bombs and the Target Indicator Markers.
The gas tanks were in the process of
being filled with 2100 gallons of high
octane fuel, and mcohenics were Jbusy
making last :adjustments to the four

" giant Rolls Royce motors.

_ The ground crews took a great pride in
their work, and thousht as much of their
aircraft as the crews who flew then, «.

Another job to bo completed was to pack
the nose of the aircraft with "window,"
this being strips of silver paper done
up in bundles. It was the duty of the
bomb aimer to-throw this out at dntervalg
over enemy terrltory to-black out radar
screens. It can be said without any doubt
that this was most offective, On a long

~hamnl ints Germany the bomb gimer had -a
difflcult Job getting into the. nosey -
owing to the amount of w1ndow placed
tHere. o

DR me e ap g

living around here are able to’ take o Dbit

of time off themselves there’ will be.more -
1oezl, visitors to the aquarlum, which is im
Bast Calfary, conveniently neatr the 200,

In 1938 Calsary Brewing and Maltihg Co.
started = fish hatchery, making ugse of the
exceptlonally pure water tapped from the
_underground river-flowing beneath their
property,uang establishing a colourful
garden and shady trees round the teeming ,
“trout powls and the waterfalls that link
. ‘them. The" hatchery is row. operated by the
Dept.of Lands and Forests, and has supplied
‘hearly 100 million, fish for the lakes and.
streams of Alberta.-

‘The aquarium developed ss a side-line to '
the hatehery. A big stride was made in Aug,
1960; when a $500,000 aquarium ‘building was
openad. Althouzh the aquarium is so far
from the sea it is fast coming to rival
Vancouver's Stanley Park in the number” and
variety of exhibits. 4lligators, snakes, -
turtles and depp sea fish are on display
as well as all the more famlllar verieties
of fresh'water fish. The recent oonsignment
of sea water is for a new collecti-n of
tropical fish from California and Hawaii.

In the zardens near the new building stands .
a smell log cabin, the first house to be
“built in the townsite.of Calzery.

There will soon be yet another attraction’
there - g Western museum’ which is to trace
the history of the horse and its oontribut-
ian to the develwpment of the west.
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THE STORY OF 8 GROUP, RAF. BCMBER COMMAND.

PART 3

' THE_FORMATION OF THE PATHFINDER
FORCE

In the early years of the '39 to '45
War it was an established fact that the
bombing offensive as carried out by the
R.,A.F. was most ineffective, and that
bomber crews were not finding their tar-
get and obliterating it. It has been
sald, and this is a very conservative
figure, that 10% of the bombs dropped on
Germeny were hitting the target and the
remaining 90% were assisting the Germans
in ploughing up their fields. A lot of
factors contributed to this state of
affairs, and it should be stated now thaf
the bomber crews were not to blame. Air-
craft at this time were not fitted with
Radar and all navigation was done by the
dead reckoning principle. The navigator'
in those days was given the title of
Observer, and he was.both navigator and
bonb aimer. Later in the war, with the
Bomb Aimer introduced to Bomber Command
aircraft, the Havigator was able to plot
much more accurately his course to the
target through visual pin-points received
from the Bomb Aimer. Even without Radar,
which was introduced later in the war,
the Navigator would have had a much easi-
er job had he had a man in the nose of
the aircraft plotting the course on a

5th of July 1942 that Acting Group Captain
D.C.T.Bennett took over command of the

| Pathfinder Force.

At this time Air Chief Marshall Sir
Arthur T.Harris, affectionately known as
"Butoh" by all aircrews, was Bomber Command
Chief, and he opposed the formation of the
Pathfinders on the grounds that they were
going to deprive other groups of their
best pilots and crews. However he gave the
all new 8 Group his blessing, more or less,
and said he would assist in its formation

‘1 4n any way he could.

It might be pointed out that Bombex
Command consisted of five other Groupd
besides No.8., These were 1,3,4,5 (Special
Duties) and 6 (Canadian).

To get 8 Group started one squadron w.
detached from each Group, making a total
strength of five squadrons in all. The
crews of all these squadrons went into
strict training, and,with Radar installed in
Bomber Command aireraft, the Pathfinders '
'were now ready to show the enemy = new set
of teeth. :

: BRB AT BREBE AR
ACC
On Mondey Octobor tho 2nd a nasty accidont
took place ot tho Niblock Sendpit in Ieke
Iouisc whon a Govermnment Cat operated by
Rey Doooire rolled ovor pimning hin bokwmwon
the CGonopy anc tho’Cat itaolfcluoklly tho
Govermnont Dragling operatoed by Goo Ogle
stono weg on hand at the $imc end 8 nacl._p
wos sblo to 1ift the Cat up so as Mr Decalro

topographical map. Even with Radar install~ could bo oxtretod fron undornoathe

led Navigators still held in great regard
a pin point received from the Bomb Aimer,

Another factor that led to poor
bombing was the fact that about 90 to 10Q
aircraft would attack a target, and they
would spend all night doing it. Each
aircraft would go in to the target on
its own, and naturally would receive the
undivided attention of every flak gun in
the area. Towards the end of the war up
to 1000 aircraft were bombing a target
in thirty to forty minutes.

However, the then Squadron Conmander
Wing Commander D.C.T.Bennett, greatest
alr navigator of our time, had great
ideas on this problem and was convinced
that a target finding force was the an-
swer, His ideas were formulated and sub-
mitted to the powers thet be, but it was
many months before they were to be adop—
ted. Slowly but surely he won officers in
high ranks to his side, and it was on thj

’| Doy

The Chronieclo wnderstonds that tho
injured nan is oconing along £ino in the
Minoral Springs Hospitcel, Danff,

The Govornnont workors on the job at tho
tine of the acdident arc to be complinonted
on their fast action in gotting M Docairo
oxtroctod fron boneath the nachino in vory
- quick tince
¥R % W W B % N NN R NN
SG .Y POST OFFI
The Ioke Iouiso Post Offico will be open
for busincss botwoon the hours of 1P.Me and
2P, on Monday Octobor 9th { Themksziving
JoTho Public ILobby will bo opon fron
10Aslle to 6 Pelle to Doxholdorsge
TR E R R
My ochc Mrs MeTorr, Wordon Sorvioco, Loko
Iouigc,loft this wook on a two wook vecationy
lirs Josio Scott was most wfortumato on
hor holidoy as sho spont o wock in a Calgory
 Tospital wndorpoins en  oporotions.
Grendno Dorrick hos loft Loke Louiso for -
o short while and will be staying in Calgoxye
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With the formetion »f a Pathfincer: . . |
Group within Bomber Command new problems
had to be met, solved and the solution-’
put into operation. One of these was
methods of at®ck to suit different clim-
atic conditions. It was here that the
scientists (backroom boys or, as they
were fondly named by the R.A.F.aircrews,
Boffins) came into their own, and the
Radar equipment required by the Pathfin-
ders was perfected and installed. Later
much of this equipment was imstalled in
practically all aircraft within Bomber
Command. It would be as well to mention
a few of these backroom boys, as they
never got in the limelight, and even
today their achievements are not widely
known. : B .

The H 25 team was headed by Prof.Dee;
assisted by Prof.Bernard Lovell, with
J.P.W.Houchir and B,X.0'Kane doing the
practical side. The amazinz thingz is the
speed with which H 25 was developed and
put into operatisn. In what seemed no tine
at all this particular radar set wac
beinyz installed in Patafinder aircraft. J
H 25 was simple in ojeratior, sending ou®
higzh energzy inmpulses outwards and down-—
wards towards the ground. These impulses
were reflected back from the ground to
eircraft, accepted by the aerial and fed
int> e receiver which showed its result
on a cathode ray tube. Built up areas
reflected back a much stronger signzl
than the open ground around them, and
towns and citics appezred on the screen
as black shapes. As the aircraft moved
across the sky so did the black shape
move across the screen, and navigzators
were avle to plot a course on to the
terget. The beauty of this instrument
was that cloud did not affect the oper-
ation, and for the first time blind
bombing was now open to thw R.A.F.

Oboe was another radar aid, and was
s2id to be the most accurate produced,
but the suthor of this scries knows
little or nothing about it except that it
was perfected by A.H.Reeves, ably assis-
ted by Dr F.E.Jones. These two men, bril+
liant in their field, are little known,
yet they contributed so much to the winn
ing of the Second World War. ;

Gee, another navigational aid, was
the first to be installed, in the line of
Radar cquipment,; in Pathfinder zircraft,
and regardless of weather the navigator,
through its use, could plot his way from
England to any point in Burope. The in~

¢}

L
B4
2

- ventors of Gee are unfortunately unknown

to the author.
Another problem which had to be sclved

‘was- the marking of targets, and a marke=

was developed wkich wes never, even to

the cnd of thc war, duplicated by the
Germans. The Germans dropped markers off
target areas in the hope that they would
confuse aircrews as to which was the correct
one to aim on, but their duplication was

go poor that bomb aimers never had any
difficulty in deciding which was theirs

and which was the enemies'. These markers,

- as use¢d by the Pathfinders, were shaped

like a2 conventional bomb, only they were
set to explode atove the ground at any

"altitucde, Usually, though, they wers set

to explode at three or four thousand fer™.
Once exploded, numerous candles of beau
tiful colours would shower to the ground
and this is what the main force of bombers
would aim at.

Three main methods of attack were devel-
oped, and these were s -
1.Visual. This method, said to be the
most accurate, was carried out without
the use of any radar aids, the bomb aimer,
known as the Visval MHarker, being sole'y
responsible for merking the target area.
First markesrs were dropped with the zid
of *thousands of flares by the Primary
Visual Marker, and his drop was then ass—
essed for accuracy by the Master Bomber.
2. Blind Cround Marking. This nmethod was
used when cloud conditions prevented th
visual markers from seeing the ground,
and marking was done by the Sccond Navig-
etor using H 25, This method of attack,
however, could only be used when cloud
conditions wers such that they only covered
the ground to a low gltitude. The target
markers were so brilliant that they could
be seen even through cloud. The Master
Bomber could at will switch from a Blind
Bombing attack to a Visual, or vice versa,
if weather conditions were not as predicted
by the weathor man.
3. Sky Marking. A last resort and not very
accurate, this could be used when visual
marking and blind ground marking could not
be used con account of cloud conditions.
In this attack a flare marker was dropped
above the cloud and bomb aimors eimed at
this. However, these flares drifted in the
wind; and aircraft had to fly on a specif-
ied coursc towards the aiming point. The
idea wes that the flzre marker was placed in
such a position that the trajectory of a
bombd would pass »ight through it to the
terget area. Some good attacks were, however,
made through this form of merking.
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=y TYPICAL VISUAL ATTACK
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"PRIMAHY VISUAL -MARKER -

AIRCKAFT MARKEL S - SUPPOETERS ——AIRCRAFT WATH NO LETTER ~MAIN FORCE
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h:;our’engined bonbers, and to ensure they'

PATHFINDERS
" PART 5§

A slight correction is required in
Part 4 of this series. The Radar instrunm-
ent used for blind marking was named H -
2 8 and not H 25, as printed.

Looking at the diagram one ocan sce
that tining was the key to a successful
operatior as the Pathfinders only had a
mere 11 to 15 minutes to 1light the arca,
find the aiming point, mark it and assess
-it. This all had to be done under constant
ack ack fire, as at this time the enemy
was at his strongest in reghrd to gzround
defences. Searchlights were also a manace,
as once coned the Primary Visual Marker
would be unable to see beyond the nose of
the aircraft let alone the ground to
merk an aiming point. Of being ‘caught inm
a cone-of searchlights it has been said
that it can be summed up as being the sam
as standing naked in the middle of Picca~-
dilly Circus in the rush hour. It is with-
out a deoubt a nerve recking experienoce.

. It would be as well at this point’
to give some space to other activity ;
-¥hat gave its support o a auncessful
.operation,
A Prime Attack wauld consist of

anywhere over 800 Lancaster and Bglifax

had & minimum of trouble from the onemy
defences Bomber Command set up a system
in which night fighters were drawn from
the mein z2ttack. This didn't always work,
as the enemy did not on every occasion
fall for the ruse.

One such ruse employed by the R.A.F.

was to have s Spoof Attack. In this about

70 o 100 eircrgft took part, and their
prime job was to try and pull the enemy
nizht fighter foress to them and away from

~.,the main attack. Some target would be arr- -

anged, and these aireraft would fly in

. | throwing out loads of window (metallic

strip) which would in turn give the enemy,
IOOking at his Radar screen, the ides that

attack would be planned in the same way as
the big attack, and would have its Path-

finders marking the ‘target. The enemy, if
‘oa.ught a,t the game, would direct his fighters

to this mttack. UHeanwhile the heavy force

. wés approgching the German border unhamparad’

by fighter aircraft, and it was at this

" Fooint that the enemy would £ind out his
‘| mistake. His night defence fighters would

now be miles away locating a small.force of
aireraft, and it would be too late to turn

them back to the main attack, To get back .
and to be fully operational they would have

- %0 come in and land, re-fuel and take off
- ‘egain. This meant wasting veluable $ime,

and it gave the R.A.F. the opportunity to

-l move in unhanpered by any air defence.
; Besides the Spoof Attaok there would in
all probability be an attack made on the

oapital of Germany, Berlin, by the mosquito
squadrons. These boys, known as the Mossi
Boys, elso had their own Pathfinder squad~- -
rons, and as the rule went each mosquito

“oarried one 4000-1b, cookie bomb. This was

a remarkable load for such a small aircraft,

built, by the way, of wood. Once again these

aircraft would be timed in so as to take
the fighter defences away from the main
attackj.- but the mosquito was a good match

| & heavy foroce was attacking. The small spoof =

for the German fighter, having lots.of speed,

@ven more pronounced when its load had heen
dropped.

Another attaCk would probably be made
by 5 Group, known to most of our readers as
the Dam Busters. This group was said to be
the cream of Bomber Command, with its array
of well known pilots and sircrews. However,

>* | B Group, although maybe not given as much

publicity, had its stock of good pilots.

‘| The reader will by now have guessed thers
-was a lot of rivalry between 5 and 8 Groups
9 and, to day the least, the guess is correct.

5 Group, to all in Bomber Command outside
of that Group, was known ae the othér Air
Force.

With all this aotivity 1n the air tho

German defences were taxed to the full. With .
” W911 over a thousand eircraft flying in
they had their troudbles gelore.

{Continued on p.8) S
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The duties of the. Master Bomber wer@ 4

. numerous, and like the admiral in a sea :
battle he directed the attack as wave
" after wave of aircraft flev in. He wes
there from the beginning: of the attack
to the end, and on his shoulders rested

‘the weight of making the attack a suoces#

or a failure. Circling round and ;round

the target he would direct by radio telet™
phone instructicns to all the. aircraft,aa

they came in, whére to bomb. His was an *
unenviable task, and his chances. of com=|:
pleting a tour of operatzans were very
slim indced. It should be pointed out,
~however, that there were a good number
of pilots and crews capable of carrying
‘out thé Master Bomber duties, and one
_.orew didn't have to do it overy tine.

- A orow which did Master Bomber duties on

one attack might on the next trip be a

Primary Visual Harker, a. Daputy'uaster

* Bomber " or even a Visual Cantrer.
T T RERERARRNENRKRHNRKR -

Before this- series closes a word shoujd

be said about the aircraft used. Of
thesc the Avro Lancaster stands out alon
as it was without any doubt the: work
.horsa of Bomber Command. Few people may
know it, but this aircraft carried to.
eneny territory two thirds of the total
bomb load dropped. When one considers
the number of aircraft in use during the
139-145 War this in itself is a great:
achicvement. This total bomb 1load also
included bombs dropped by the United
States Air Force as well as the R.A.F.
and Commonwealth Air Forces. Many people
claim that the more glamorous Spitfire .
did the most in gaining victory for the
Allies, but this cen only be said for
the Battle of Britain. The Spitfire was
- indeed & wonderful aircraft, but the
daddyof them all was. the Lancaster. 4

great aireraft, it will be long remember

' ed, cspecially by those who flew i%,
even when names of other alrcraft have i
faded away and died. : :
" The Halifax was another grest airqraf
but it didn't oarry.the paylosd the -
lencaster did. However, it could _elimb
more rapidly and was, I belleve, a. wee o
bit faster. A
Another wonderful old airoraft was
the Wellzngton, which carried. the brunt
of the. bomber offensive in the early
part of the war. It also served,until -
the more advanced four engined” ‘aircraft’
"arrived,- with the Pathfinder farce.
‘ .The most versatile aircraft of them
‘all was definitely the Mosquito, as it
ssrved not only with Bomber Command
 but also with Fighter Command and the
- Second Tactical Air Force. It 'may also
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though this is not known for eertain by
the guthox», i .

IN NEXT WEEK'S "PATHFINDERS,"
THE LAST IN THIS SERIES, WE
'WILL COMPLETE THE ACCOUNT OF
THE ATTACK WHICH WE' STARTED

moun FIRST THO PARTS = — — -
*P‘*H****H*&************* e
LATE m.o FLASH » The. Chroniclo hag just
loarned ‘that on Cetober 16th Drian Dovlin
wag found Not Guilty of Momslaughtors
Crown Counaél wag MeProvonzano and™ tho

Defonco Coumscl was Dudloy ELwards.
-‘(-*****-!-*K-—.r- cﬂrﬂ-‘!**ﬂ-}******i.-*

:, LIKE LOUISE
Uith regard to thc onquiry made by tho

1 ake Louisc Ski ond Gonmunlty'¢lub for &
Curling Rink to bo orected in Loke Louisos

Mr Coorbs, Supte. Bonff National ParL, ‘hag
infofnod the Club $hat no provision hes
bﬁon nade for such faciliticse
He«*%*wmmm
IE.VIFG FOR AUSTRALTA,. )

" Tl Chroniclo Hog § just Loarno? that. Mr.
Kon Fullor of the Dopt, 07 Public Vorks is
lcaying Canada i dn e vory ncor future and
his degtinotion is” Anstralia.Kon, well

| kmowm to mast Louisc resideats 31uns to

Livo tho new country a six nonth trial.

4 We wish Kon all the vcry bost in his nc'
i vonturo A y
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have been used by Coastal Command,
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