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Bomber Command Museum of Canada 
Box 1051; Nanton, Alberta; T0L 1R0 
office@bombercommandmuseum.ca. 

www.bombercommandmuseum.ca  

 As our volunteers finish up some winter maintenance on the Lancaster, here 
are just a few reasons to visit the museum this summer: 

• Enjoy one or more ‘Engine Run Days’, including a tribute to the RCAF’s 100th, an 
‘Open Cockpit Day’, two ‘Night Runs’, and another Ted Barris book-launch. 

• See how our Cessna Crane now carries the colours and markings of an aircraft at 
BCATP No. 3 Service Flying Training School in Calgary. 

• Learn more about Bomber Command pilots, air-gunners, and bomb aimers from 
our updated and improved display cabinets. 

• On Saturdays, visit with the Mosquito restoration volunteers as they make great 
progress on the wing, cockpit, undercarriage and other components. 

mailto:office@bombercommandmuseum.ca
http://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca
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SUMMER ’24 EVENTS AT THE MUSEUM 
 -Please check  www.bombercommandmuseum.ca regularly for detailed information, times, 
  and possible changes and additions. 

 May 3 –An evening to commemorate the RCAF’s 100th Anniversary featuring a 
‘Tribute to 405 Squadron’ -the RCAF’s first Bomber Squadron; a special 
presentation ‘The RCAF -Past, Present, and Future’ by Col. Terry Chester (Ret’d); 
and a Lancaster Night Run honouring the RCAF’s 100th. 

 
 May 4 –A full-day RCAF 100th event -Engine runs, special displays, 

demonstrations, and presentations all day long; Feature presentation  
‘Johnny Fauquier -the RCAF’s Most Decorated Airman’ by Richard de Boer; 
Lancaster engine run in honour of ‘Johnny’. 

 
 June 8 –’Open Cockpit Day’ -An ’Engine Run Day’ plus the opportunity to get a 

close-up look into the cockpits of our aircraft including the Messerschmitt 109, 
Lancaster, Mosquito, and others. 

 
 July 20 –’Mosquito Celebration Day’ -Engine runs and 

special displays and presentations will update you about the 
restoration of this iconic aircraft. 

 
 August 5 –Nanton’s ‘Parade Day’ and our annual  

‘Ian Bazalgette VC Engine Run’. 
 
 August 17 –The museum’s annual ‘Bikes & Bombers’ day. 

You don’t need to ride a motorcycle to attend. Lancaster and 
Bristol Hercules engine runs. 

 
 September 20 –An evening presentation by award-winning 

author Ted Barris as he launches his new book; Lancaster 
’Night-Run’.  

 
 September 21 –A day-long event with engine runs, special 

displays and demonstrations, and a feature presentation 
updating the museum’s Halifax Project. 

https://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/
https://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/
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 Born in Calgary, Donald Patterson attended 
Elbow Park and Western Canada High School 
before enlisting and becoming an RCAF pilot. 
Following his training, he spent seven months as an 
instructor at 3 SFTS, now the site of Mount Royal 
University in Calgary. During his training and 
instructing, Donald completed 675 flights in Cessna 
Cranes, including 75 flights in Crane 8177. 
 Donald was then posted overseas, serving 
with 405 Squadron and later becoming a Flight 
Commander with 426 Squadron, completing thirty-
four combat operations. Many of these were in his 
'personal' Halifax, 'Willi the Wolf from the West' that 
featured a spectacular piece of nose art, a full-size 
replica of which may be seen beyond the ‘8’ in the 
above photo of Crane 8177. 
 S/L Patterson returned to Calgary following 
the war, raising a family and working in the 
petroleum industry. 

CRANE 8177 
 -When our runnable Cessna Crane was donated in 2018, it was blue and white and marked  
CF-LED. Over the winter, our volunteers did a splendid job of turning it BCATP yellow and it now 
carries the markings of 3 SFTS Crane 8177, one of about one hundred that were used to train pilots 
at the school whose airfield is now the site of Mount Royal University. The number was chosen to 
honour S/L Donald Patterson DFC. 

The Canadian Rockies, Signal Hill, and Cessna Cranes at 3 SFTS 
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https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/s,patterson.html


Volunteer at the Bomber Command Museum of Canada: 
• Welcome visitors at our front desk and help them enjoy and learn at the museum. 
• Work on a restoration project in our well-equipped metal and wood shops. 
• Assist in our library and archives. 

 
 Contact: visitorinfo@bombercommandmuseum.ca  or  403-646-2270 
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MEMBERS’ SECTION 

-Support the Bomber Command Museum by becoming a member: 
 
Membership Benefits include: 
• The museum’s twice-yearly newsletter 
• Donations are not expected upon entrance to the museum 
• Notice of museum news and special events 
• A 10% discount on purchases in the museum’s gift shop 
• Free access to Lancaster interior fuselage tours 
• Free access to Lancaster cockpit tours (when offered during a special event) 
• Free ‘Virtual Reality Berlin Blitz’ experience 

-If you were a 2023 member, we encourage you to renew for 2024. 
 
-To join the Bomber Command Museum visit: 
http://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/membership.html  
    or, 
Complete the following form and mail to: 
Bomber Command Museum of Canada; Box 1051; Nanton, Alberta; T0L 1R0 

BOMBER COMMAND MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

NAME: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:_________________________________________________ CITY: _______________ 
 
PROVINCE: __________________ COUNTRY: _________________POSTAL CODE __________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
MEMBERSHIP TYPE (Please circle): 
  Annual ($20)   Family ($40)  
 
 MEMBERSHIP AMOUNT:  $__________ 
 
 ADDITIONAL DONATION: $__________ 
 
 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $__________ 
 

[An official receipt for tax purposes will be issued for donations of $25 or more] 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

We depend upon private donations for our operation and development. Please help if you can. 

mailto:visitorinfo@bombercommandmuseum.ca
https://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/product-category/museum/memberships/
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LANCASTER NEWS 
 -As well as regular engine maintenance, this winter our Lancaster volunteers have restored 
and installed a portable oxygen bottle and basket, the rest-bunk and the oxygen bottles that were 
kept within it, serviced the brakes, and completed the assembly of the Lancaster’s ‘fifth’ Merlin. 

The Lancaster’s main wheels were removed  
in order to service the brakes. Our vintage wing 

jacks, which were restored in 2022 in order to install 
Shackleton undercarriage with new tires, were  

utilized for a second time. 

Several of these portable oxygen bottles were 
located within the Lancaster’s fuselage. 

The rest-bunk was located on the port side of the 
fuselage, between the two wing spars and behind the 

wireless operator’s position. It formed the top  
of the main oxygen storage crate. 

Oxygen bottles are located below the rest bed. 

Our museum’s ‘fifth’ Merlin for the Lancaster has 
been assembled and is ready-to-run. 
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CREW POSITION CABINET UPGRADES 
 -Our museum includes displays cabinets related each of the Bomber Command crew 
positions. Each includes written information, photos, and the equipment used. We have recently 
made significant improvements to the pilot’s, air-gunner’s, and bomb aimer’s cabinets.  
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 Before you answer ‘lots’, let me give you the number.  Courtesy of restoration boss 
Jack McWilliam we are well supplied every Saturday morning with dozen of Uncle Tim’s 
finest fat pills.  (Being the more sensible ‘parent’ figure in this equation, I am responsible 
for the weekly veg or fruit tray).   
 Figure we are out 50 Saturdays a year, times 12 donuts for an annual total of say, 600.  We’ve been 
at it for 12 years now so, 12 X 600 is 7200.  We figure to be about half way through the restoration process 
so double that number to arrive at 14,400 donuts over the 24 year period of the Mosquito’s restoration.  But 
what is that in feet?!?   
 Each ‘holy’ pastry is approximately 3.25” in diameter. Multiply that by 14,400 for a total of 46,800 
inches or 3900 feet, or pretty much ¾ of a mile of donuts.  All for a good cause.   
 But please don’t think us constrained by convention or that our Saturday diet is limited strictly to veg 
or donuts.  No, indeed our diets are often supplemented by others in the group with cookies and licorice 
from Michael, some store-boughts from Davey, homemade from Alan and who can forget Catherine’s  
incredible weekly plate of baked goods. 
 Adding to our wellbeing (social if not bodily) are the good folks from the High River Hospital Aux 
who, once a month or so, grace us with a tray of cinnamon buns or chocolate chip goodies.  Hard to say if 
this enhances or retards the pace of our work some days.  Easter and Christmas are the best (or worst if 
you are a waist line watcher).  Regardless, it’s a deliberate and welcome component to the Calgary 
Mosquito Society’s culture. 
 And just for good measure, we are known to share with our BCMoC hosts should they get to the 
shop early enough.   
 -Richard de Boer, Prez 

AN UPDATE FROM THE CALGARY MOSQUITO SOCIETY  
 -How many donuts does it take to restore a de Havilland Mosquito?   

Bev Furlong sets the table with 
our 10th anniversary cake 

 back in July 2022 

A mountain of Catherine's home 
made brownies to give a first 

thing in the morning,  
calorie-laden sugar buzz.  

Volunteer Catherine Derosier 
really spoiled us with her home 
baked goodies every Saturday.  

We put her to work to sweat 
 off a few calories.  

Groaning under the weight of 
sweet goodness, the lunch table 

at Christmas-time. 
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‘THE BABE’ 
 -A replica painting of this 432 Squadron nose art is now on display at the museum. Nose 
artist, Clarence Simonsen completed it for his friend Harold Kearl’s one hundredth birthday party. 

 F/O Harold Kearl flew as the pilot of ’The 

Babe’, Halifax NP736. Note that the ’bomb tally’ is 

made up of a freshly washed diaper hanging on a 

clothes line for each operation. The aircraft 

completed a total of fifty-six combat flights. Harold 

also flew operations in two other 432 bombers, 

‘Avenging Angel’ and ‘Willie the Wolf’. Replicas of 

these are on display at the museum as well. 

 Photos and information related to these 

three nose arts and 1224 others may be found in 

the museum’s Bomber Command Nose Art 

Database. ’Nose Art’ continues to be one of the 

most-visited sections of our on-line archives. 
An updated edition of our museum’s nose art book is 

available at the museum or from our on-line store. 

https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/noseart_database.html
https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/noseart_database.html
https://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/shop/
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THE BATTLE OF HELIGOLAND BIGHT 
 -The Battle of Heligoland Bight on 18 December 1939 is said to be the first ‘named battle’ of 

the Second World War. It proved to be a baptism of fire and a disaster for Bomber Command, 

resulting in the loss of fifty-seven airmen and twelve Wellington Bombers. 

 Twenty-four Wellingtons of 9, 37, and 149 Squadrons were ordered to search for and attack German 
ships off Wilhelmshaven harbour. Twenty-two bombers reached the target area, located some German 
ships, and bombed from 13,000 feet. 
 For the first time in the war, German fighters were directed to the bomber force by a ground 

controller who was being given information from an experimental Freya radar station which had detected 

the Wellingtons when they were seventy miles out on their approach flight. Twelve of the twenty-two 

bombers were shot down. Two of the German fighters were shot down by the bombers. 

 Two of the 9 Squadron Wellington pilots were Canadians and were killed, S/L A.J. Guthrie and        

F/O J.T. Challes. A third Canadian, P/O R.M. Ross, a Wireless Operator/Air Gunner, was killed as well. 

 As a result of this ill-fated raid, Bomber Command reconsidered the concept of ‘self-defending’ 

bomber formations and effectively discontinued daylight bombing operations over mainland Germany in 

favour of night operations.  

BUILDING EXPANSION 

  More progress is being made this spring towards our goal of building a 25 000 square foot 
addition to the museum. We have prepared an excellent document titled “Home for the Heavies”, which 
outlines our past accomplishments, the scope of the project, and fund-raising goals. It will be used to 
approach government, corporate and private sources of revenue to raise the approximately $7 000 000 
needed for completion. 
 We are also looking to hire a professional grant writer to access previously untapped funding 
possibilities. Hopefully, this person will be in place by the summer. 
  On a positive note, through the Calgary Foundation, we recently received an unsolicited donation 
towards the expansion fund. 
   Our Expansion Committee remains committed to this worthwhile and ambitious project. We will 

persevere until it becomes a reality. 



BRIG/GEN W.F.M. NEWSON DSO DFC and BAR  
 -From Fleet Fawns to Sabres -Calgarian ‘Bill’ Newson enrolled at Kingston’s Royal Military 
College in 1936, graduating in 1939 with a degree in civil engineering and joining the RCAF  just as 
the war was beginning. 
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THE SAGA OF THE RED DEER LANCASTER 
 -How Charlie Parker’s ‘Hell Razor’ became a roadside attraction on Alberta’s Highway #2 for 
nine years and then was destroyed by fire immediately prior to take off. 

 Lancaster KB-885 served with 420 
Squadron RCAF where it was assigned 
the fuselage code letters ‘PT-Y’. The nose 
art featured a bat with a straight razor for 
a mouth that contains a machine gun. 
Clarence Simonsen believes that this 
design likely derived from artwork created 
by Walt Disney artists. 
 Upon its return to Canada following 
the war, KB-885 went on to become ‘The 
Red Deer Lancaster’ when Charlie Parker 
purchased the aircraft and displayed it 
next to his service station on Highway #2. 
 Still proudly carrying its ‘Hell Razor’ 
nose art, the Lancaster became a 
landmark for motorists travelling between 
Calgary and Edmonton from 1947 until 
1956 when it was sold to an American 
company who planned to utilize KB-885 
as a water bomber. Sadly, it caught fire 
and burned just prior to take off from a 
field near the service station in January 
1957. 
 The complete, fully illustrated story 
is available at ‘The Red Deer Lancaster’. 
in our museum’s on-line archives 

 Following his flying training, Bill escorted 
Atlantic convoys in Hudsons, flew Bolingbrokes on 
the west coast, ferried a Catalina ’flying-boat’ across 
the Atlantic (fifteen hours), and became a flight 
commander with 408 Sqn and c/o of 431 and 405 
Squadrons, flying a total of fifty-two operations with 
Bomber Command. 
 Following the war, Bill remained in the RCAF 
for twenty-seven years, serving in a number of 
senior positions. Through all his post-war 
assignments, his logbook makes it clear that he 
never stopped flying including many flights in 
Beechcraft and Dakota transport aircraft and T-33 
and F-86 Sabre jets. 
 Our museum has been working with Bill’s 
family to properly document his RCAF career, The 
complete story is available from our on-line archives. 
Click on ‘Bill Newson’   

https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/lanckb885.html
https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/lanckb885.html
https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/s,williamnewson.pdf
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HARVARD PROGRESS 

 Our volunteers continue their work towards 
having a runnable Harvard. The engine restoration 
has been completed and it’s ready to run. In the 
above photo, the upper part of the firewall is the 
original and the lower section, which was badly 
damaged, has been replaced and it has been 
painted. The next step is to attach the brackets and 
equipment that were on the firewall originally so 
that the engine, can be installed on the aircraft. 
 In addition, work is being done to remove 
and replace some troublesome, sheared off bolts 
that attach the frame to the main wing spar on the 
port side of the aircraft.  

RCAF CENTENNIAL 

 In celebration of the RCAF’s Centennial and 
commemoration of the men and women who have, 
and continue to serve Canada at home and abroad, 
famous landmarks, city halls, businesses, 
embassies, and residences across the world were 
illuminated in blue on April 1, 2024. 
 Over 300 landmarks in twenty countries 
participated in the illumination campaign. In 
Canada, this includes the CN Tower, Montréal 
Tower, Calgary Tower, Vancouver Sails of Light, 
Esplanade Riel, and Niagara Falls. 
 Our museum turned blue as well. 

 The crash of Harvard 3825 and the 
subsequent deaths of the two airmen aboard is a 
complex story that is still not completely clear. As 
well as the two airmen, it involved a hunter, an 
RCMP rescue party, and three ranchers. What is 
clear is that the aircraft crashed near the summit of 
the Bull Creek Hills, on the steep, north-facing 
slopes at the head of Deep Creek that flows to the 
east from near the summit. The Bull Creek Hills lie 
west of Nanton, immediately north of the Highwood 
Valley at the entrance to Kananaskis Country. They 
reach an elevation of 2179 metres. Harvard 3825’s 
story is in our museum’s on-line archives. 

HARVARD 3825 -TRAGEDY IN THE BULL CREEK HILLS 

https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/s,bullcreektragedy.html
https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/s,bullcreektragedy.html


FROM TWIN BUTTE TO ILE DE ’YEU  
 -Our museum is working with an Australian author to chronicle the story of F/S John 
Ekelund, an RCAF 149 Sqn Stirling pilot from the southwestern corner of Alberta. F/S Ekelund and 
his crew of four RNZAF and two RAF airmen were killed while on a gardening (mine-laying) 
operation and are buried together on a tranquil island off the coast of France. 

Located just nine kilometres from the front range of 
the Canadian Rockies near Waterton Lakes National 
Park, the Twin Butte General Store is one of only a 

few buildings in Twin Butte, located in classic 
Alberta ranching country. 

Located sixteen kilometres off the west coast of 
France, Ile de ‘Yeu is a small, beautiful and peaceful 

island. Our museum’s Australian friend was 
surprised to come across the graves  

of F/S Ekelund and his crew. 

 Deemed a tremendous success by museums 
around the world and developed in partnership with 
Yarnhub Animation Studios, "The War to End All 
Wars - The Movie" weaves together the WW I stories 
behind Sabaton's powerful songs on their most re-
cent studio album "The War to End All Wars". 
 140 museums big and small spanning thirty 
countries participated in screenings from November 
4-19, 2023. The Bomber Command Museum of Can-
ada showed the film over three days, November 10-
12.  
 We had  thirty viewers over the four showings, 
which is actually a pretty respectable response for 
our small museum. More importantly, two parties, 
one from Calgary, eighty km north and one from 
Lethbridge, 120 km southeast, indicated they came 
to the museum specifically to see the movie! (About 6 viewers in total.) The Calgary group claimed to be 
Sabaton fans, and the mother indicated she recognized the tunes from music her son listened to! 
 We showed the intro and outro for all showings and none of the viewers who came into the theatre 
left before the movie, including the outro, ended. 
 We used the Historical Significance-Fact Sheet to produce a small one page programme, that view-
ers could use to better understand the movie and as a takeaway item/souvenir. 
 Overall, this was a very positive experience, and some participants even indicated if we showed the 
video next year they would come back to see it again. 
 We really cranked the volume during screenings compared to when our colleagues saw the preview, 
and it totally rounded out the experience. I have Sabaton in my head right now (Shot in the eye, he just 
wouldn't die!). Long live heavy metal. 

THE WAR TO END ALL WARS  
 -During Remembrance Week 2023, our museum participated in the "History Rocks" museum 
charity project. 
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FROM LAKE LOUISE, ALBERTA -A PATHFINDER BOMB AIMER’S STORY  
 -Joe Routledge was the postmaster at Lake Louise, Alberta and during the early 1960’s 
published ‘The Kicking Horse Chronicle’, a weekly newsletter/paper for the Lake Louise and Field 
areas. But during the Second World War, Joe was a Bomb-Aimer, serving with 156 PFF Squadron. 
He flew twenty-four operations, the last one on February 20 1945 when his aircraft was shot down. 
He then spent the remainder of the war in a Prisoner of War camp. 
 As the publisher of the ‘Kicking Horse Chronicles’, Joe decided to, over a number of issues, 
include a description of his role as a PFF Bomb Aimer. His family recently donated this material to 
the museum and it’s available from our on-line archives. Click on ‘Kicking Horse Chronicles’ . 
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https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/s,bombaimer156sqn.pdf


HALIFAX NEWS 
 -From our humble beginnings of just a core of a Halifax from Malta, we have come a long way! 
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 See the photos of all the parts we have 
acquired to make a Halifax for BCMC. See the 
GREEN airframe and engine parts on the Halifax 
cutaway, this is what we have collected and are 
rebuilding right now. 
 The BIG news is from Oct. 2023 to Jan 2024 
we have acquired 53 feet (16 meters) of Halifax 
outer wing panels, two of them - left and right outer 
wings - each is 25 feet long plus a wing tip, from the 
Yorkshire Air Museum and the RAF Museum 
respectively. These we will add to the center-section 
rebuilt - almost complete - at the Halifax rebuildshop 
at Arnprior Ont. airport by Knox Tech. 
 See on Facebook a page called 
"REBUILDSHOP'" to see the Halifax rebuild. 
 The RCAF have , in their 100th Anniversary 
year in 2024, agreed to haul these wing panels back 
to Canada for us in a C-17 to help out our Halifax 
Project! More on this later. 
 We also acquired another Hercules engine, 
our 10th engine, to make 4 runners for the Halifax. 
No. 2 Hercules engine (factory fresh engine out of a 
crate) is now on our engine run trailer. Just this 
week it has been put into GOOD running order for all 
our events at BCMC this summer. We also acquired 
a complete Hercules rare engine air scoop from 
Oakland California !! 
 To top this off we found even more rare parts 
for a Boulton Paul Halifax rear turret which we are 
starting to rebuild at BCMC. We found these rear 
turret parts in Idaho Fall, Idaho -- of all places! 
 The Dutch people, who have many Halifax 
parts, have traded and given us a large section of 
Halifax tail and rudders as well as landing gear 
pieces and they were all hauled from Holland to the 
UK by our new friend Hugo Loudon. 
 So with all the Halifax parts now stockpiled in 
the UK, waiting to come to Canada to be added to 
the rebuild, we urgently need you to support us in 
our hour of need as we have a series of large crates 
of Halifax parts that must be shipped from the UK. 
Any donation, big or small, would be greatly 
appreciated as each crate costs hundreds to bring 
across to Canada. 
 You can donate to Halifax 57 Rescue at this 
location, just Google "Fundrazr 417498" -- OR-- 
Donate to BCMC, specifically - you must point out - 
it is for the "HALIFAX PROJECT" to help us. 
 You can see all the rebuild and recovery of 
the Halifax at "FUNDRAZR 417498". There are over 
150 reports and videos of our Halifax project there 
with all the details. 
 So we hope you will help us as we build up 
our Halifax to go alongside the Lancaster. 



LANCASTER COLD WAR MEMORIES –by Fred Burton 
 -During the 1950's, 407 Squadron Lancasters based at Comox, British Columbia flew 
operations to search for airborne radiation from Russian atomic weapons blasts. Occasionally the 
Lancs would return with a "hot filter”. This information was combined with that from American 
patrols likely flown from bases in Japan and Alaska and used to plot the nuclear fallout track. Fred 
Burton is a 407 Squadron veteran who, amongst other things, flew the museum's Lancaster 
(FM159) from Dartmouth, Nova Scotia to serve with the squadron in Comox in June, 1955.  

 This particular flight took place on 
March 21, 1956 in Lancaster KB894. Takeoff 
was at 15:50 PST (rather late in the day) and 
consisted of a climb to 30,000 feet. Skipper on 
this flight was F/O Chown. I was the "lucky" 
guy who had to do the filter work in the rear 
rest. 
 This consisted of changing an air filter 
about every 15 or 20 minutes by opening the 
rear rest window, swinging the filter holder in 
and changing the filter. Needless to say about 
a 160 knot wind then blew in through the 
window. After changing the filter you had a 
chance to "warm up." Ho Ho Ho!! Heating in 
the aircraft at 30,000 feet was meager at best 
and in the rear rest was all but non-existent. 
 Being the short fat little guy, I used to get the filter-changing job. I donned my winter underwear, 
winter flying suit, a parka around me, another around my feet and fleece line boots as well. Ice from using 
oxygen coated you from your chin to your knees. 
 On this particular trip the outside air temp was -122 C. Beside me on the fuselage just under the 
window was a plug labelled "heated flying suit" but none were to be had as they had mostly rotted from 
long-term storage. There were two small tubes with a wee bit of warm air coming out of them that could be 
used to defrost the rear rest windows. Both of these were stuffed in the side of my flying suit for the only 
true warmth available. 
 In contrast, the pilots and navs were roasting up in the "greenhouse" in the bright sunshine. Maybe 
some other RO's from the 50's remember these trips. This was a short one, only 4:05 but some could go on 
for 6+ hours if we had 2554 gallons including the belly tank. The Lanc's normal fuel consumption was about 
200 gph and went up about 50 gph for every 5000 feet over 10,000 feet so theoretically we were burning 
about 400 gph. It was probably higher as the first half of the flight was all climbing. At that altitude you had 
to do a flat turn or you could drop 100's of feet in an instant. 
 We were always briefed to fly at 30,000 feet (if we could get there) and one skipper always asked if 
that was the minimum. We did get a Lanc to 30,600 feet on one of those trips with him. 

A VERY BAD WEEK FOR 408 SQUADRON 
 -One of the more sobering facts of Bomber Command’s losses during the 
Second World War was that ‘sprog’ (new) crews suffered the most.  

 This is dramatically pointed out in what happened to 408 Squadron near the end of 

February 1944. On the 19
th
 of that month, they dispatched sixteen aircraft to Leipzig and 

lost four. On the 24
th
, seventeen aircraft to Schweinfurt, for the loss of two and on the 25

th
 

eleven aircraft went to Augsburg, where two more failed to return. This represents a loss 

rate of almost 14% (25% on the 19
th
). Bomber Command considered a loss rate of 5% 

unsustainable. It also represented one third of 408’s operational aircraft. 

 Of the eight aircraft lost, six were sprog crews. The number of men in a crew was seven, so this 

represents forty-two lost. Their average experience was a single operation. The most any of them had was 

four, but for fourteen it was their first operation. Sadder still, Flying Officer John Allen Frampton from 

Vancouver, who was flying his second operation, was KIA. He was only nineteen, amongst the youngest  of 

the Canadian pilots lost by Bomber Command. 
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ORDERS, MEDALS, AND DECORATIONS AWARDED TO RCAF PERSONNEL 
 A huge amount of information related to RCAF personnel who received awards is now 
available to researchers, family members, and others on our museum’s on-line archives. Compiled 
by highly respected historian and author, Hugh Halliday, it comprises about fifteen thousand pages -
the ‘M’ surnames alone is 1726 pages. 
 Check it out at ‘RCAF Medals and Decorations’. 
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https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/medalsawarded.html


BCMC Spring 2024 Page 18 

FROM THE MUSEUM’S NEWSLETTER OF THIRTY YEARS AGO 
 -Our museum’s Spring 1994 newsletter reported: 

 

-If you change your email address, please remember to let us know at  
visitorinfo@bombercommandmuseum.ca. 
-If this newsletter has been forwarded to you and you would like to receive future newsletters directly, 
please advise by email to visitorinfor@bombercommandmuseum.ca. 
-This newsletter has been sent to members and supporters of the Bomber Command Museum of Canada.  
To have your name deleted from our list please advise visitorinfo@bombercommandmuseum.ca.. 
-We encourage you to forward this newsletter to others who you feel may be interested. 
-Our newsletters are also available via Facebook. 

KEEPING CURRENT  . . . 

BOMBER COMMAND NIGHT RAID REPORTS 
 -Another great addition to our on-line archives. These detailed reports are not all there yet 
but our volunteers are working hard to fill in the blanks. Have a look at Night Raid Reports.  

An example of the detailed information contained in the Night Raid Reports –27/28 July, 1943 

mailto:office@bombercommandmuseum.ca
mailto:office@bombercommandmuseum.ca
mailto:office@bombercommandmuseum.ca
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=Bomber%20Command%20Museum%20of%20Canada
https://www.bombercommandmuseumarchives.ca/menu_sub_bombercommand_nightraidreports.html

