GABEL, P/O Goldwin Wilbur (J17528) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.15 Squadron - Award
effective 15 October 1943 as per London Gazette dated 15 October 1943 and AFRO 2386/43
dated 19 November 1943. Born 8 October 1916 in Didsbury, Alberta; home there. Enlisted
Calgary 17 June 1941 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.7 Equipment Depot, 7 August
1941. To No.2 ITS, 21 August 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 9 October 1941 when posted
to No.15 EFTS; may have graduated 3 December 1941 but not posted to No.11 SFTS until 6
December 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 27 March 1942. To “Y” Depot, 28 March
1942. To RAF oversea, 30 April 1942. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 29 September 1942. Promoted
WO02, 27 March 1943. Commissioned 12 May 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 13 November
1943. Repatriated 1 April 1946. Retired 18 June 1946. Cited with F/O E.J. Phillips (RAF, trained
in Canada, awarded DFC).

One night in July 1943, these officers were rear gunner and pilot respectively of
an aircraft detailed to attack a target in the Ruhr. During the operation the
aircraft was hit by cannon fire from a fighter; the rear turret was rendered
unserviceable and Flying Officer Phillips was wounded in the face and chest. One
of the bomber's engines had caught fire and Pilot Officer Gabel tried to feather
the propeller. He was unable to do so, however, and the situation became
serious. Suddenly the propeller fell away and the flame in the burning engine
died away. Displaying great skill and tenacity, Pilot Officer Gabel battled on to
eventually reach base. In spite of his injuries, Flying Officer Phillips displayed
great fortitude and devotion to duty and remained on watch in the astro hatch
throughout the return flight. On a later occasion Pilot Officer Gabel flew his
aircraft from Turin with one engine useless. This officer has displayed skill,
courage and coolness of a high order.

* %k %k k %k

GADD, F/L Kenneth Vincent (J27906) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.115 Squadron - Award
effective 15 March 1945 as per London Gazette dated 23 March 1945 and AFRO 721/45 dated
27 April 1945. Born 12 May 1912 Peterborough, Ontario (birth date from obituary); home
there. Commercial traveller. Enlisted Toronto 14 May 1942. To No.1 Manning Depot, 9 June
1942. To No.31 OTU (guard), 1 August 1942. To No.3 ITS, 26 September 1942; graduated and
promoted LAC, 5 December 1942 but not posted to No.11 EFTS until 29 December 1942; may
have graduated 19 February 1943 but not posted to No.8 SFTS until 6 March 1943; graduated
and commissioned 25 June 1943. To “Y” Depot, 7 July 1943; to United Kingdom, 15 July 1943;
promoted Flying Officer, 25 December 1943. repatriated 3 May 1945; to Rockcliffe, 11 May
1945; released 16 October 1945. Died in Peterborough, 6 February 2001. No citation other
than "completed...many successful operations against the enemy in which [he has] displayed
high skill, fortitude and devotion to duty." Public Records Office Air 2/9050 has
recommendation dated 17 December 1944 when he had flown 30 sorties (126 hours):

27 June 1944 - Biennais (2.30)



30 June 1944 - Villers Bocage (3.20)

2 July 1944 - Beauvoir (3.00)

5 July 1944 - Watten (1.45)

7 July 1944 - Paris (4.35)

10 July 1944 - Nucourt (3.40)

15 July 1944 - Chalons-sur-Marne (6.45)
10 September 1944 - Le Havre (3.15)
12 September 1944 - Frankfurt (6.50)
20 September 1944 - Calais (2.45)

25 September 1944 - Calais (2.50)

14 October 1944 - Duisburg (4.05)

14 October 1944 - Duisburg (4.20)

19 October 1944 - Stuttgart (6.10)

23 October 1944 - Essen (5.05)

25 October 1944 - Essen (3.50)

28 October 1944 - Flushing (2.25)

29 October 1944 - Westkapelle (2.15)
30 October 1944 - Cologne (5.25)

31 October 1944 - Cologne (4.55)

4 November 1944 - Solingen (4.35)

5 November 1944 - Solingen (4.10)

6 November 1944 - Koblenz (4.55)

23 November 1944 - Nordstern (4.30)
27 November 1944 - Cologne (4.25)
28 November 1944 - Neuss (4.05)

30 November 1944 - Osterfeldt (4.10)
4 December 1944 - Oberhausen (4.15)
6 December 1944 - Merseburg (7.00)
8 December 1944 - Duisburg (4.00)

This officer has been a flight formation lead [leader ?] on many occasions. He has
led his formation accurately onto the target and shown fine leadership. On 27th
November he was leading a daylight raid on Cologne. His aircraft was hit by flak
over the target in the starboard outer engine. The engine was immediately
feathered to prevent further damage. Flight Lieutenant Gadd was able to lead his
flight out of the target area without breaking formation, thereby maintaining the
tactical cohesion of the unit. This is typical of his leadership. At all times he has
set an extremely high standard of airmanship and flying discipline which is

worthy of high praise and admiration.
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GAGNE, S/L Victor Euchariste (C2154) - Mention in Despatches - Station Patricia Bay - Award
effective 14 June 1945 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 1127/45 dated 6 July
1945. Equipment Officer. Enlisted in Montreal, 11 June 1940. To No.2 Manning Depot, 25
August 1940; to Western Air Command, 28 August 1942; to Boundary Bay, 1 October 1942; at
Station Patricia Bay, 5 December 1942 to 2 March 1945; promoted Squadron Leader, 1 August
1944. To Western Air Command Headquarters, 2 March 1945; to Patricia Bay again, 16 January
1946. Reverted to Flight Lieutenant, 1 October 1946 and served in postwar RCAF (regained
Squadron Leader rank, 1 January 1953).

Squadron Leader Gagne has shown outstanding ability as senior equipment
officer at Royal Canadian Air Force Station, Patricia Bay. He has re-organized his
section in such a manner as to produce the utmost efficiency from an already
overworked staff and at the same time has maintained their complete
confidence and co-operation. His keenness and ability have set a high standard
of efficiency and the contribution he has made to his station has been
outstanding.

* k 3k k %

GAGNON, F/L Joseph Achille Eugene (J27002) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.23 Squadron -
Award effective 22 May 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1147/45 dated 13
July 1945. Born 28 May 1921 in St.Janier de Weedon, Quebec. Educated in Bromptonville,
Quebec where he was a private secretary. Enlisted Montreal 7 February 1941 and posted to
No.1 Manning Depot. To No.2 SFTS (guard), 22 March 1941. To No.1 ITS, 27 May 1941,
graduated and promoted LAC, 3 July 1941 when posted to No.9 EFTS; to Trenton, 15 August
1941; to No.4 Manning Depot, 25 September 1941 for English course; to No.10 EFTS, (8
November 1941; to No.6 SFTS, 3 January 1942; graduated 24 April 1942 in rank of Sergeant. To
No.7 BGS, Paulson, Manitoba, 8 May 1942, where he was a staff pilot for 18 months.
Commissioned 1 December 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 1 June 1943. To “Y” Depot, Halifax,
24 September 1943. Embarked from Halifax, 22 October 1943; disembarked in Britain, 30
October 1943. Attached to No.51 Group Pool, 31 December 1943 to 21 January 1944. Attached
to M.T.D. Sidmouth (whatever that is), 3-10 February 1944. To No.21 (Pilots) AFU, 29 February
1944. Attached to No.1515 Beam Approach Training Flight, 3-10 April 1944. Attached Tetenhill,
10 April to 9 May 1944. Attached to Person, 9 May 1944. To No.24 OTU, 25 July 1944. To
No.1692 Bomber Support Training Unit, 9 October 1944. To No.23 Squadron, 3 November 1944,
Attended Gunnery Course at Great Massingham, 16 November to 1 December 1944. Promoted
Flight Lieutenant, 1 December 1944. Repatriated 8 July 1945. To No.1 Repair Depot, St.
Hubert, 9 July 1945. To Station St. Hubert, 21 August 1945. Retired 28 December 1945. Died



following crash of a Seebee aircraft, Trois Rivieres, 23 October 1947. See also website
http://athabaskang07.wordpress.com/category/eugene-gagnon-dfc/);

Since joining his squadron in December 1944, this officer has completed many
sorties against a variety of targets. His determination has been outstanding and
his persistent attacks on enemy locomotives, rolling stock and road transport
have been most successful. One night in March 1945, he was detailed on a
minelaying mission in a section of the Elbe River. On the outward journey the
starboard engine developed trouble but despite this he went on to accomplish
his task in the face of heavy enemy fire. On the return journey the starboard
engine became completely unserviceable. Height could not be maintained and
the aircraft was forced down to 400 feet, becoming extremely difficult to
control. Displaying brilliant airmanship and determination, Flight Lieutenant
Gagnon made a successful landing at base without injury to his crew and with
but slight damage to the aircraft. His devotion to duty has been most notable.
The website noted above lists his sorties with No.23 Squadron as follows:

5 December 1944 - Intruder, Zuider Zee (2.00)

6 December 1944 - Bomber Support, Meppen (2.25)

12 December 1944 - Bomber Support, Twente (1.50)

30 December 1944 - Bomber Support, Gutersloh (3.45)
31 December 1944 - Bomber Support, Paderborn (4.10)
2 January 1945 - Bomber Support, Biblis (3.45)

6 January 1945 - Bomber Support, Geissen (2.40)

7 January 1945 - Bomber Support, Stuttgart (5.15)

13 January 1945 - Bomber Support, Luneberg (4.40)

14 January 1945 - Bomber Support, Dortmund (4.15)

16 January 1945 - Bomber Support, Ueterson Stade (4.20)
2 February 1945 - Bomber Support, Sacheim/Hall (5.30)
3 February 1945 - Bomber Support, Echterdingen (5.10)
7 February 1945 - Bomber Support, Plantelunne (4.00)
10 February 1945 - Bomber Support, Hospten (2.00)

14 February 1945 - Bomber Support, Echterdingen (5.50)
18 February 1945 - Bomber Support, Danemark Beacon (4.20)
19 February 1945 - Bomber Support, Standel (4.35)

21 February 1945 - Bomber Support, Hailfingen (5.25)

25 February 1945 - Flak busting, Troha Fjord (4.50)

27 February 1945 - Ranger, Prague (6.10)

7 March 1945 - Intruder, Greifswald (5.40)

9 March 1945 - Intruder, Munster (3.30)


http://athabaskang07.wordpress.com/category/eugene-gagnon-dfc/

14 March 1945 - Intruder, Ober-Olm (5.20)

15 March 1945 - Intruder, Paderborn (4.20)

24 March 1945 - Intruder, Linz, Austria (5.30)

27 March 1945 - Intruder, Elbe River (3.45)

2 April 1945 - Intruder, Vechta (3.50)

4 April 1945 - Intruder, Rechlin (5.50)

8 April 1945 - Intruder, Flensberg (4.50)

13 April 1945 - Intruder, Uetersen and Stader (4.20)
15 April 1945 - Intruder, Ingoldstadt (5.35)

3 May 1945 - Intruder, Hohn (3.45)

On repatriation form dated 2 July 1945 he stated he had flown 33 sorties (175 operational
hours) and 325 non-operational hours, Types flown were Tiger Moth (15 hours), Oxford (135),
Wellington (20), Anson (10) and Mosquito (320). Targets destroyed or damaged were eight
rolling stock, 64 transports, one merchant ship and eight locomotives.

On a form dated 30 November 1945 (applying for training and employment on an RCAF Heavy
Transport Squadron) he gave his flying types and times as follows: Fleet, 25 hours (all by day);
Moth, 25 hours (all by day); Cornell, 40 hours (all by day); Yale, 15 hours (all by day); Harvard,
100 hours (day) and 15 hours (night); Battle, 75 hours (day) and 25 hours (night); Cessna, 20
hours (all by day); Anson, 250 hours (day) and 125 hours (night); Bolingbroke, 340 hours (all by
day); Oxford, 100 hours (day) and 25 hours (night); Wellington (ten hours day, ten hours night);
Mosquito (125 hours day, 175 hours night). Stated he had flown 33 night intruder sorties.

Assessed 4 December 1942 at No.7 BGS - “A young but mature NCO who has done very good
work here. Above average pilot -keen to fly and reliable. Good appearance. Cheerful and
cooperative at all times,” (G/C W.E. Dipple).

Assessed 4 August 1943 at No.7 BGS where he was a staff pilot. “Pilot Officer Gagnon is doing
his work here in a very satisfactory manner - is always willing to do a little extra. Gagnon also
takes a great deal of interest in station activities.” (F/L C.J. Fallis)/

Training: Interviewed by F/O Louis Gelinas, Montreal, 16 January 1941 - “Above average, good
education. Bilingual, keen, alert. Recommended.”

Attended No.1 ITS, 27 May to 3 July 1941. Courses in Mathematics (95/100), Armament,
practical and oral (59/100), Signals (100/100), Hygiene and Sanitation (38/40), Drill (75/100)
and Law and Discipline (40/60). Placed 82md in a class of 113. “Somewhat immature but
willing and keen. Worked hard on initial training course and with further experience in service



will undoubtedly improve considerably. Second Aircrew Recommendation - Wireless Air
Gunner.”

Attended No.9 EFTS, 3 July to 20 August 1941. Finch Il aircraft - 31.10 dual, 25.10 solo; was 6.55
on instruments and logged nine hours in Link. “Gagnon has been a very promising student, and
has obtained very satisfactory results on the flying tests he has been given. His air work is very
good, and his clear hood and instrument flying are both very good. Gagnon’s aerobatics are
only fair, but would, | am sure, improve with more practice.” (G.A. Dunbar). However, he was
deemed unsuitable at the time given his ground school marks - Airmanship (120/200),
Airframes (48/100), Aero Engines (35/100), Signals, practical (88/100), Theory of Flight
(41/100), Air Navigation (90/200)and Armament , oral (150/200).. Following this failure, F/L
R.H.C. Jeffery (Chief Supervisory Officer, No.9 EFTS) wrote the following: “Gagnon os a French-
Canadian, and after several hours dual instruction there was some question about his being
able to understand his instructor properly, He felt that he would be able to overcome his
handicap do far as his understanding of the English language was concerned, and was allowed
to continue, his flying progress being average. It is felt that he would have made a suitable
service pilot, but he failed in five of the seven of his final ground school examinations, It is felt
that this trainee applied himself well while at this school, and his ground school failure can be
attributed to insufficient understanding of the English language. He is very keen to continue
either as a fighter pilot or as a flying instructor for French-Canadians. He has a pleasant
manner, his conduct and deportment were excellent at this school, and it is felt that with
further tuition in English, he would make a suitable service pilot,”

The following is from the diary of No.10 EFTS under date of 10 December 1941: “There was
quite a serious accident occurred when Tiger Moths 5910 and 5895 collided in mid-air. The first
machine was piloted by Sergeant K. Hughes, R76829, who was instructing R122623 LAC McNeil,
H. The latter aircraft was piloted by R84334, Sergeant Kenyou, who was accompanied by
R79112, LAC Gagnon, J.A.E. The right wing tips of both machines were sheared off, but were
controllable and landed safely. However, both students descended safely by parachute.
Hughes; machine force landed at the scene of the accident and Kenyon brought his back to the
airport. “ A further report of this placed the accident about three miles south of Caledonia near
Highway 6.and adds the following: “Aircraft collided while flying above clouds at 5,000 feet.
Starboard wing tips broken off on aircraft 5895 [Sergeant Kenyou and LAC Gagnon] and
interplane struts sheared off on aircraft 5910 [Sergeant Hughes and LAC McNeil]. Both
students parachuted safely. Aircraft 5895 was flown back to Mount Hope aerodrome by pilot
and aircraft 5910 forced landed successfully near site of accident.” Cause was obscure at the
time; court of inquiry being convened.,

Assessed on 27 August 1941 - “A good type of French Canadian, who wishes to service in any
capacity. Somewhat immature but very sincere about flying and service to his country. Took



prominent part in athletics - hockey. Has good flying ability and seems a shame to waste it.
Should have help with ground subjects.”

Attended No.10 EFTS, 10November 1941 to 2 January 1942. Tiger Moth aircraft - 29.30 dual,
26.05 solo; was ten hours on instruments. Logged ten hours in Link. “A very good pilot. Should
make a good instructor, Has some dual on ‘patter.”” Ground subjects were Airmanship
(148/200), Airframes (66/100), Aero Engines (74/100), Signals, practical (90/100), Theory of
Flight (66/100), Air Navigation (131/200), Armament (126/150). Placed 30 in a class of 33.
‘Good pilot; wishes to be an instructor; language problem. Poor on ground school.:

Attended No.6 SFTS was 5 January to 24 April 1942. Flew 55.20 day dual, 59.15 day solo, 5.55
night dual, 11.20 night solo. Was 27 hours on instruments; logged 20 hours in Link (72
percent). . “An average pilot with no outstanding faults.” (S/L E.G. Boadway). Courses in
Airmanship and Maintenance (145/200), Armament, written (54/100), Armament, practical
(56/100), Navigation and Meteorology (123/200), Signals, written (38/50) and Signals, practical
(86/100). Placed 24™ in a class of 49. “Satisfactory. Could have done better with greater
effort.”

Course at No.21 (Pilots) AFU was 29 February to 24 July 1944. Oxford aircraft - 4.25 day dual to
first day solo, 34.25 total day dual, 67.30 day solo, 1.05 night dual to first night solo, 5.50 total
night dual, 12.10 night solo. Was 11.05 in formation and 6.05 on instruments. Logged 10.30 in
Link. Flying tests in General Flying (270/400), Applied Flying (1400/200), Instrument Flying
(160/250), Night Flying (75/100) and Link (40/50). “A good average pilot who has shown steady
improvement during the course,” (S/L L.E. Speer).

Attached to No.1515 Beam Approach Training Flight, 3-10 April 1944. Oxford aircraft - 11.15
day dual, all beam flying on instruments; logged two hours 30 minutes in Link. Graded in Beam
Approach and “Q” Codes, Link Trainer (143/200), Receiver Operation (70/100), Instrument
Flying (165/200), Cloud and Night Flying (170/200) and General Application of Beam Approach
Procedure, flying (145/200). “A keen pilot who has worked well on this course and attained
Satisfactory results. |.F. quite steady.”

Course at No.24 OTU was 25 July to 16 September 1944. Wellington aircraft - 3.50 day dual to
first day solo, total 4.20 day dual, 6.10 as captain by day, 3.00 night dual to fist night solo, total
4.10 dual by night, 5.55 as captain by night. Logged nine hours in Link. Flying tests in General
Flying (310/400), Applied Flying (180/200), Instrument Flying (200/250), Night Flying (80/100)
and Link (31/50). Ground examinations in Airmanship (228/300), Navigation (120/200) and
Signals (76/100). “An ex-staff pilot who is well above the average. He experience no difficulty
converting to the Wellington aircraft although he is rather small for heavy bomber pilot.
Recommended for Mosquito aircraft.



Gunnery Course at Great Massingham, 16 November to 1 December 1944 involved eight cine
gun exercises (175 feet of film), six air-to-air exercises (727 rounds, 2.3 percent hit), and one
air-to-ground exercise (166 rounds, 18 percent hits). “Very keen pilot. Improved greatly during
the course.”

* k 3k k% X

GAIN, S/L Thomas Morley (C5569) - Air Force Cross - No.14 SFTS - Award effective 1 January
1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 1946. Born 19
March 1909. Member of Public School Cadets, 1920-1922 and St. Andrew’s College Cadets (48t
Highlanders), 1923. Salesman, teletype operator, office manager and adverting executive
before the war. Prewar flying was 150 hours with St.Catharines Flying Club (1929-1938), five
hours with Hamilton Flying Club (1929-1930) and five hours with Toronto Flying Club (1939-
1940). Elsewhere he gave his prewar times as 160 (solo), 15 (dual) and 15 (passenger). Enlisted
23 October 1940 in Toronto as a Sergeant Instructor. To Camp Borden, 31 October 1940. To
Trenton, 23 December 1940 for Central Flying School course. To No.1 SFTS, 11 April 1941.
Commissioned 15 May 1941 with rank of Flying Officer. To No10 EFTS, 21 June 1941. To No.14
SFTS, 10 September 1941. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 June 1942. To No.24 EFS, 24 August
1943. Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 October 1943. To No.7 SFTS, 30 April 1944. To No.3 SFTS,
28 July 1944; to No.4 Release Centre, 8 January 1945; released 7 February 1945. Died in
Toronto, 19 October 1994. As of October 1942 he had flown 1,380 hours, 670 hours as
instructor. NOTE: It is odd that a 1946 award is based on 1942 flying times.

This officer has shown marked loyalty and devotion to duty of an extremely high
order whilst employed as a flying instructor. He has carried out many hours of
instructional flying with zest, skill and able leadership. The splendid example he
has set for his fellow instructors is most praiseworthy.

The original recommendation for an AFC was raised 15 October 1942 by S/L K.C. Southam,
No.14 SFTS. He described Gain as “Examining Officer” and wrote:

This officer has shown marked loyalty and devotion to duty of an extremely high
order whilst flying. He has carried out 1,380 hours flying and completed a total
of 670 hours in instruction in the ten months he has been at this Unit.

This was supported to the level of No.1 Training Command but did not reach the 1943 New
Year Honours List.



It is not clear when the recommendation was revived. A memo dated 12 February 1947 gave
his flying time as 914 hours, September 1941 to 17 April 1943, and 233 hours five minutes,
May to December 1943.

Notes: Interviewed 23 October 1940 by F/O F. Vaillant. “Applicant has received a good
education and has about 190 hours flying experience. A gentleman type of fine appearance,
nice personality, refined manners. Reserved - keen and enthusiastic about flying. Good type of
man for instructional duties.”

Instructor course at Trenton was 29 January to 10 April 1941, by which time he had logged 200
hours solo and 40 hours dual; course flying was 23.15 solo and 28.25 dual (all singe engine. F/O
G.K, Preston wrote, “This pupil has a clear voice with very good ability to impart knowledge. His
flying is a bit rough but should smooth. His aerobatics and general flying have improved
greatly.” Ground school directed by F/O G.P. Silke in following courses - Airframes (80/100),
Airmanship (87/100), Engines (96/100), Air Navigation (66/100). Tested on Harvard and
described under following headings: Sequence (“Good”), Manner (“Cautious”), Voice
(“Monotonous”), Ability to Impart Knowledge (“Average”), Ability as Pilot (“Average”). “Too
much detail in air which has no bearing on sequence.” (S/L C. Carling-Kelly, 24 April 1941)

Accident, 18 September 1941, Harvard 3074, with R91821 R.E, Wigle as pupil. No injuries..
Dual night circuits; while landing the pilot over-corrected swing and ground looped. “Error of
judgement on the part of Instructor being late in preventing pupils misuse of controls.”

Accident, 28 November 1941, Harvard 3070, with R90768 LAC A.E. Clarke as pupil; no injuries.
“After landing pupil applied full brake to correct swing.” Aircraft nosed up.

Assessed 12 December 1941 by F/L W.J. Harper and S/L W.M. Foster, No.2 Visiting Flight when
he was at No.14 SFTS. He had flown 806.45 solo on single-engine machines and 92.35 dual on
twins. Had flown 581 hours at Nos.14 SFTS, No.1 SFTS and No.10 EFTS. Tested on Harvard and
described under following headings: Sequence (“Above High Average”), Manner (“Mellifluous”),
Voice (“Very clear”), Ability to Impart Knowledge (“Above Average”). Ability as Pilot (Clear
hood and instruments high average; aerobatics above average”) Remarks — “This instructor’s
knowledge of sequence and high flying ability combine to give interesting and instructive
demonstrations. Raised from “C” to “B” Category.

Assessed 18 February 1944 by S/L A. Patton, when he was at No.24 EFTS, He had flown 1,677
hours on single-engine machines and 69 hours on twins. In all he had logged 1,500 instructional
hours. Types flown were Harvard, Yale, Moth, Fleet, Anson, Cornell, Crane and Hudson. Tested
on Cornell and described under following headings: Airmanship (“Above Average”), General
Knowledge (“Above Average”), Sequence (“High Average”), Manner (“Confident”), Voice



(“Clear, Impressive”), Clear Hood (“Above Average”), Instrument Flying (“Above Average”), and
Aerobatics (“Above Average”). “A very capable instructor who should do more flying in able to
keep in touch with modern methods of instruction.”

* %k 3k k X

GAIN, F/L Thomas William (J14042) - Air Force Cross - No.1 WS - Award effective 1 January 1946
as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 1946 - Born 26
September 1920. Home in Alliston, Ontario. Enlisted in Toronto, 9 October 1940. To No.1 ITS,
22 December 1940; graduated and promoted LAC, 27 January 1941 when posted to No.9 EFTS;
graduated 28 March 1941 and posted next day to No.1 Manning Depot; to No.2 SFTS, 6 April
1942; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 21 June 1941. To Trenton, 22 June 1941; to No.1
SFTS, 20 September 1941; commissioned 1 February 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 1 March
1943; to No.4 WS, 8 June 1943; promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 October 1944. To No.1 WS, 2
January 1945; to No.7 SFTS, 5 October 1945; to Release Centre, 15 October 1945; released 23
October 1945, returning to Toronto. RCAF photo PL-2915 shows Torontonians graduating from
No.2 SFTS - G.H. Bayly, D.J. Sinclair, T.R.C. Adams, R.W. Gardiner, N.D. Mara, N.S. Baldwin, T.W.
Gain, S.W. Pearce, D.A. Court, H.V. Thompson, W.B. Randall, J.A. Long. RCAF photo PL-2934
shows him receiving wings from G/C W.A. Curtis. As of award he had flown 3,127 hours, 2,887
hours as instructor, 187 hours in past six months.

This officer has been employed on flying instructional duties for the past four
years. During this time his keenness and devotion to duty have been
unsurpassed. He has energetically evolved now methods to improve the flying
standard of the Staff Pilots on this unit and has contributed greatly to the unit's
efficiency.

* %k %k k %k

GALAN, P/O Peter Russell (J18391) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.51 Squadron - Award
effective 19 June 1944 as per London Gazette dated 27 June 1944 and AFRO 1861/44 dated 25
August 1944. Born 9 June 1920 in Elphinstone, Manitoba; home there. Enlisted Winnipeg 11
October 1941 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.12 SFTS (guard), 4 January 1942. To
No.2 ITS, 15 February 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 11 April 1942 when posted to No.5
AOS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 14 August 1942. To “Y” Depot, 15 August 1942. To
RAF overseas, 26 October 1942. Commissioned 27 August 1943, Promoted Flying Officer, 27
February 1944. Repatriated 22 July 1945. Retired 13 September 1945. Died 25 July 1994. No
citation other than "completed...many successful operations against the enemy in which [he
has] displayed high skill, fortitude and devotion to duty." Public Records Office Air 2/8780 has



recommendation dated 22 March 1944 when he had flown 27 2/3 sorties (191 hours 37
minutes).

* counted as 1/3 sortie

13 July 1943 - Aachen (6.00)

15 July 1943 - Montebeliard (8.17)

24 July 1943 - Hamburg (5.50)

25 July 1943 - Essen (4.45)

27 July 1943 - Hamburg (5.25)

29 July 1943 - Hamburg (5.30)

30 July 1943 - Remscheid (5.43)

2 August 1943 - Hamburg (5.46)

22 August 1943 - Leverkusen (5.25)

23 August 1943 - Berlin (7.21)

5 September 1943 - Mannheim (7.02)
15 September 1943 - Montlucan (7.08)
16 September 1943 - Modane (6.59)
22 September 1943 - Hanover (6.58)
23 September 1943 - Mannheim (7.31)
29 September 1943 - Bochum (5.27)

3 October 1943 - Kassel (7.14)

4 October 1943 - Frankfurt (7.19)

8 October 1943 - Hanover (3.39, DNCO, late for concentration)
22 October 1943 - Kassel (6.25)

19 November 1943 - Leverkusen (6.33)
25 November 1943 - Frankfurt (7.21)

3 December 1943 - Leipzig (8.12)

20 December 1943 - Frankfurt (6.19)
21 January 1944 - Magdeburg (7.36)
20 February 1944 - Stuttgart (7.20)

24 February 1944 - Schweinfurt (7.08)
7 March 1944 - Trappes (4.31)*

13 March 1944 - Le Mans (5.22)*

18 March 1944 - Frankfurt (5.29)

Pilot Officer Galan has now completed 27 2/3 night operational sorties as
navigator against the enemy's most distant and heavily defended targets. His
coolness and skill in the face of danger has given confidence to all with whom he



has flown and has gained for him the respect of every one not only in the air but
on the ground where his work has been of the utmost value to the squadron.

The following is from http://www.yorkshire-
aircraft.co.uk/aircraft/yorkshire/york43/jn923.html:

HALIFAX JN923 DAMAGED BY FLAK, RETURNED TO SNAITH AIRFIELD.

On the evening of 19th November 1943 the crew of this 51 Squadron aircraft took off from Snaith
airfield at 16.34hrs for an operational flight to bomb Leverkusen. While over the Aachen area the
aircraft sustained flak damage but despite the damage the crew bombed the target area from
17,000 feet at 19.27hrs and were able to fly the aircraft back to base of Snaith airfield and land
safely at 23.07hrs.

Pilot - F/Lt Thomas Sidley Blyth RAFVR (126153) - awarded DFC.

Navigator - P/O Peter Russell Galan RCAF (J/18391) - awarded DFC

Bomb Aimer - F/O Clifford Owen Russell RAFVR (138894) - awarded DFC; killed 8 March 1945
WOP/AG - Sgt Raymond William Berdinner RAFVR (1429655) - awarded DFM, commissioned.
Flt. Engineer - P/O Francis William McLelland RAFVR (160622) - awarded DFM, commissioned.
Air Gunner - Sgt N A Chappell RAF (552740).

Air Gunner - Sgt Frederick James Littlejohns RAFVR (1601660) - awarded DFM, commissioned.

On 20th December 1943 this crew were again flying in Halifax JN923, during the course of the
night Thomas Blyth received injuries and was subsequently awarded the DFC, the citation for
which (Gazetted on 14th January 1944) was very detailed and reads.. "One night in December
1943, this officer was the pilot of an aircraft detailed to attack Frankfurt. Whilst over the target
area the aircraft was hit. The windscreen was shattered and some of the flying fragments entered
Flight Lieutenant Blyth's neck; he was also struck in the face by the clear vision panel which had
been torn loose. One of the petrol tanks was pierced, its contents becoming lost. Although badly
dazed and almost frozen by the icy blast from the air flow which poured in through the shattered
windscreen, Flight Lieutenant Blyth executed his bombing attack and afterwards flew the aircraft
to base. He displayed great courage, determination and fortitude." Thomas Blyth had received a
commission to the rank of P/O on probation on 1st May 1942 and rose to F/O six months later.
He was in the rank of Acting F/Lt in late-1943 and rose to F/O (war subs) on 1st May 1944. He



was later awarded the Air Force Cross, Gazetted on 1st January 1946, for service instructing at
20 OTU. He remained in the RAFVR at least until 1958 but had gained employment as a civilian
flying instuctor some years before. In 1952 he joined Airwork Services Ltd and two years later
was appointed to become chief flying instructor for the Scottish Aero Club, Perth. He was
tragically killed in a flying accident on 27th June 1962 when Chipmunk G-APMW crashed near
Stanley, Perthshire. Peter Galan was awarded the DFC for service with 51 Squadron, Gazetted
on 27th June 1944. His tour began on 13th July 1943.

* %k k k% %

GALARNEAU, FS Hubert Phillip (R155391) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.426 Squadron -
Award effective 19 September 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 2274/44
dated 20 October 1944. Born 1 July 1916 in Hamilton, Ontario; home Woodstock, Ontario.
Salesman. Served in Royal Canadian Artillery. Enlisted London, Ontario 21 May 1942 and
posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.16 SFTS, 20 July 1942. To No.4 WS, 24 August 1942;
promoted LAC, 29 September 1942; may have graduated 19 April 1943 but not posted to No.2
Air Gunner Ground Training School until 1 May 1943; to No.3 BGS, 12 June 1943; graduated and
promoted Sergeant, 23 July 1943. To “Y” Depot, 6 August 1943. To United Kingdom, 12
September 1943. Commissioned 14 August 1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 14 February 1945.
Repatriated 23 July 1945. Retired 13 September 1945. RCAF photo PL-33728 (ex UK-15727)
shows a group of No.426 Squadron personnel, described as having 190 sorties among them - on
top of Halifax are P/O George Simpson (pilot, graduate of London Technical School), P/O C.R.
Swayze (gunner, London Central Collegiate and former Bell Telephone employee); in front are
P/0O Bert Clarke (navigator, London Central Collegiate), F/O Jack Taylor behind Clarke, and Flight
Sergeant Hugh Galarneau, DFM (gunner). RCAF Photo PL-33729 (ex-UK-15728, 11 October
1944) shows him and says he was a graduate of La Salle School and London Central Collegiate.

This airman was the mid-upper gunner of an aircraft detailed to attack the
railway junction at Acheres recently. During the outward flight the aircraft was
hit by anti-aircraft fire, causing it to go into a violent spin. The pilot regained
control but extensive damage had been sustained. Despite this he decided to
attempt to fly the aircraft to this country. On the return flight, Flight Sergeant
Galarneau proved a most resourceful member of aircraft crew and proved of
great assistance to his captain. He set a fine example of determination and
devotion to duty.

DHist file 181.009 D.4431 (RG.24 Vol.20649) has original recommendation for immediate DFM
dated 11 July 1944 when he had flown 19 sorties (81 hours 35 minutes).



Flight Sergeant Galarneau was the mid-upper gunner of a Halifax aircraft
detailed to attack Acheres railway junction. Whilst crossing the French coast, the
aircraft was struck by heavy flak and severely damaged. The intercom and
wireless were out out of action. The aircraft went into a violent spin and when
the pilot eventually gained control, he discovered that his Navigator, Wireless
Operator/Air Gunner, Bomb Aimer and Flight Engineer had bailed out. Flight
Sergeant Galarneau went forward to the aid of his captain, who had decided to
return to England, and assisted by the other gunner in Engineers duties. Having
had some experience with wireless, he also worked violently to make the
instruments serviceable, so that contact could be made with a Landing Field, but
without avail. Then, as it was impossible to jettison, he went to the Bomb
Aimer's compartment and defused all bombs. Three different aerodrome were
circled before a safe but shaky landing was eventually made with a full bomb
load. Flight Sergeant Galarneau, by his coolness and presence of mind, and his
complete disregard of personal safety, contributed in a large degree to the safe

return of his aircraft to this country.
The sortie list was as follows:

8 May 1944 - Haine St. Pierre (3.45)
12 May 1944 - Louvain (4.40)

19 May 1944 - Franceville (4.40)

22 May 1944 - Le Mans (4.50)

24 May 1944 - Trouville (3.45)

27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (4.15)
31 May 1944 - Au Fevre (4.15)

2 June 1944 - Neufchatel (3.35)

5 June 1944 - Houlgate (4.25)

6 June 1944 - Coutances (4.25)

7 June 1944 - Acheres (3.25)

17 June 1944 - Neuville (4.20)

28 June 1944 - Metz (6.45)

1 July 1944 - Biennais (3.35)

4 July 1944 - Biennais (3.50)

5 July 1944 - Biennais (3.50)

6 July 1944 - Conquereaux (4.00)

7 July 1944 - Caen (4.55)

12 July 1944 - Creil (4.20)



GALARNEAU, F/L Hubert Phillip, DFM (J89417) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.582 Squadron -
Award effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 21 September 1945 and AFRO
1704/45 dated 9 November 1945. No citation other than "completed...numerous operations
against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude,
courage and devotion to duty." Public Records Office Air 2/8751 has recommendation dated 16
April 1945 when he had flown 57 sorties (279 hours 15 minutes), of which 47 sorties (236
hours) had been since previous award.

8 May 1944 - Louvain

12 May 1944 - Louvain

18 May 1944 - Merville-France-Ville
22 May 1944 - Le Mans

24 May 1944 - Trouville

27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold

31 May 1944 - Au Fevre

2 June 1944 - Neufchatel

5 June 1944 - Hougate

6 June 1944 - Coutances

17 June 1944 - Oismont Neuville
28 June 1944 - Metz

1 July 1944 - Biennais

4 July 1944 - Biennais

5 July 1944 - Biennais

6 July 1944 - Coqueraux

7 July 1944 - Caen

12 July 1944 - Thiverny

7 August 1944 - Caen

8 August 1944 - Foret de Chantilly
9 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe
10 August 1944 - La Pallice

12 August 1944 - Falaise

12 August 1944 - Monte Richard
14 August 1944 - Bons

15 August 1944 - Brussels

16 August 1944 - Kiel

18 August 1944 - Connantre

25 August 1944 - Brest

9 September 1944 - Le Havre

10 September 1944 - Le Havre/Buick
11 September 1944 - Castrop Rauxel



13 September 1944 - Osnabruck
15 September 1944 - Kiel

27 November 1944 - Neuss

15 December 1944 - Ludwigshaven
28 December 1944 - Munchen Gladbach
30 December 1944 - Cologne

5 January 1945 - Hanover

28 January 1945 - Stuttgart

4 February 1945 - Bonn

14 February 1945 - Chemnitz

21 February 1945 - Duisburg

27 February 1945 - Mainz

2 March 1945 - Cologne

6 March 1945 - Chemnitz

15 March 1945 - Hagen

18 March 1945 - Hanau

21 March 1945 - Bremen

24 March 1945 - Sterkrade

27 March 1945 - Paderborn

4 April 1945 - Merseburg

8 April 1945 - Hamburg

9 April 1945 - Kiel

10 April 1945 - Plauen

13 April 1945 - Kiel

14 April 1945 - Potsdam

Flight Lieutenant Galarneau is an experienced gunner on his second tour with a
blind marker crew. His standard of operational efficiency is of a high order, and
his keennss to operate, and his coolness and determination in action, are worthy
of high praise. He is strongly recommended for the non-immediate award of the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

* %k %k k %k

GALBRAITH, F/L James Alexander (C18978) - Mention in Despatches - Down Ampney (AFRO
gives unit only as "Overseas") - Award effective 1 January 1946 as per London Gazette of that
date and AFRO 388/46 dated 12 April 1946. Born 4 December 1919. Enlisted 25 July 1939,
Trenton, Ontario. Remained in postwar RCAF until retired in rank of Squadron Leader, 5 August
1969 in Manitoba. Later worked for Department of Transport. Died in Ottawa, 17 February
2007,



RCAF Press Release dated 16 July 1945 by F/L R.G. Anglin read as follows:

“Originals” have become almost as scarce as Boer War veterans on RCAF units
on the continent, so many charter members have already been repatted home,
and so complete has been the recent shuffle of personnel as wings prepared to
disband.

The RCAF’s 126 Spitfire Wing could still claim one genuine “old boy” till this
week, when F/L Ken Chant of Toronto (348 Spadina Road), senior equipment
officer, was posted to the Advance Canadian Holding Unit for TAF repats in
England.

Ken Chant came overseas in June 1943, after serving at Dartmouth. His first job
in the U.K. was at a RAF station in South Wales, then, he held a liaison post with
the 1st Canadian Army, under the Army Cooperation Command. Here, he found
himself working with RCAF squadrons for the first time, and when the Co-op
Command was abolished as 2nd TAF was formed, he was posted to the newly
created 126 RCAF Wing.

“There were only three other officers on deck when | arrived at Redhill,” Ken
recalls “and | made the fourth man to arrive on the wing”. The other three have
long since been posted elsewhere, and F/L Chant has seen many others come
and go while he kept the squadrons supplied with all the vital equipment
needed, through D-Day and all along the long trek north into Holland, and finally
Germany.

He was commissioned just a year and eight months ago, but it’s Squadron Leader
Jim Galbraith now, as the former 126 Fighter Wing adjutant becomes “squadron
leader admin” with the Canadian Reconnaissance Wing in Germany.

Swift promotion is something admin officers with squadrons in the field seldom
can do more than dream of, but S/L Galbraith had a backlog of experience before
he ever reached commissioned rank, dating back to when he joined the
permanent force as a clerk admin in July 1939. He served first at Trenton,
Ontario, which is his home town, later at 12 EFTS, Goderich, Ontario, and 1
Manning Depot, Toronto, before coming overseas in August 1942.



Posted to the RCAF Personnel Reception centre as a Warrant Officer, he was
commissioned as a Flying Officer a year later and shortly after that was posted to
126 Wing at Biggin Hill, famous English fighter base, in February 1944.

The 126 Wing adjutant “drove” a jeep across the channel when the invasion
came, mounted on the top deck of an LCT. “We waited off shore from 6 o’clock
the evening of the 16th to 1 a.m. June 17, and then the skipper ran the LCT right
up on the beach to give us a perfectly dry landing that made all our
waterproofing unnecessary,” Galbraith recalls.

Everything went smoothly but for one bad moment. “Our jeep was the last
vehicle off. All those on the main deck rolled off first, then, those up top were
lowered on the lift. Just as it came our turn the lift jammed. It looked as if we
would be shipped back to England — but the crew got the lift fixed and off we
went,” he said.

“l wouldn’t have missed a minute of it,” is Galbraith’s reaction, now that the
war’s all over, and he’s still sold on the RCAF life. A volunteer for either the
Pacific or the occupation, he’s afraid he’s lost out on getting to the eastern war,
but is quite happy at the prospect of remaining in Europe a while longer.

A postwar Caterpillar ticket goes on the claim sheet of F/L Edward Gardner of
Windsor (1509 Windermere Avenue), Ontario, Spit pilot with the RCAF Grizzly
Bear squadron (411), part of the occupation wing in Germany. Gardner did ops
with two squadrons before VE day, shot down a Hun, and managed to dodge all
trouble except for one or two flak holes in his kite after strafing do’s. The other
day, leading a section on a practise flight over Hamburg, his Merlin engine began
to get the shakes at 16,000 feet. The motor finally cut out and began to throw
white smoke.

“l had plenty of altitude and thought at first | could make it back to the field at
Utersen, but | could feel the heat building up in the cockpit and decided I'd
better get out,” reported Gardner.

Some people say parachute jumping is fun, but you won’t find Gardner on the
list. His foot grazed the tail of the kite as he bailed out; then on landing he tried
to swing out of a tree that waited with open arms but got caught in the branches
and pitched head first through the tree to the ground — missing a spike fence by
inches. Despite the rough-and-tumble ending, however, he was unhurt, and
hitch-hiked back to the airfield half an hour later.



* k 3k k X

GALBRAITH, F/O John Alexander (J26644) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.161 Squadron -
Award effective 1 December 1944 as per London Gazette dated 8 December 1944 and AFRO
337/45 dated 23 February 1945. Born 28 October 1922 in Montreal, Quebec. Educated at
Stamford University, Stamford, Connecticut. Enlisted Montreal, 29 June 1942 and posted to
No.4 Manning Depot. To No.8 SFTS (guard), 14 August 1942. To No.5 ITS, 10 October 1942;
graduated and promoted LAC, 19 December 1942 but not posted to No.1 AOS until 9 January
1943; graduated and commissioned, 28 May 1943. To “Y” Depot, 11 June 1943; to RAF
overseas, 27 June 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 28 November 1943. His obituary read, in
part, “He was then shipped to England for further training and subsequent posting, with his
Canadian crew, to RAF squadrons 138 and 161 at Tempsford, Bedfordshire. These were highly
secretive, special duties squadrons flying 4 engine aircraft at low level, alone, over occupied
Europe, in the darkness, to drop agents and supplies to resistance groups waiting in isolated
rural areas. After 33 such flights, the crew's tour of duty ended, and Jack was returned to
Canada. A few months later, however, he volunteered for a second tour in Europe but arrived
back just as the war ended there.” Repatriated 28 October 1944. To No.10 AQS, 2 December
1944. To “Y” Depot, 6 April 1945; to RAF overseas, 1 May 1945. Repatriated 13 August 1945.
Retired 29 September 1945. Again quoting his obituary, “ Postwar discharge in Montreal was
followed by enrolment in McGill University where Jack earned all his degrees studying
economics, leading to a lifetime career as a working economist. Jack spent his whole career in
Canada, a large part with the Royal Bank of Canada where he became known for specializing in
the economics of banking on which he had two books published. He also taught part-time on
the subject at McGill as a Visiting Professor of Economics, for 17 years. Career moves took him
to Sun Life, CDIC, and other Federal Government positions. At the normal retirement age Jack
joined Carleton's Department of Economics as an Adjunct Professor, a position that enabled
him to remain relatively active in his chosen field of work until almost the end. Jack will also be
remembered locally as a long-time Ottawa road runner entering many races, including over 50
in his eighties. He ran his last race ever at age 89, in the 2012 Richmond 5K Road Race, under
the race direction of Joe DuVall..” Died in Ottawa, 31 August 2013. No citation other than "..in
recognition of gallantry and devotion to duty in the execution of air operations against the
enemy." Public Records Office Air 2/8881 has recommendation dated 23 September 1944
when he had flown 33 sorties (209 hours 40 minutes), 7 May to 31 August 1944. The sortie list
does not give specific objectives - only countries. All trips are described as "Special Operation".

7 May 1944 -France (6.25)

9 May 1944 - ditto - (6.45)
10 May 1944 - ditto - (6.55)
28 May 1944 - ditto - (6.00)



1 June 1944 - ditto - (5.45)

2 June 1944 - ditto - (5.50)

4 June 1944 - ditto - (6.00)

6 June 1944 - ditto - (4.45)

14 June 1944 - ditto - (5.25)
16 June 1944 - ditto - (5.25)
17 June 1944 - ditto - (6.10)
21 June 1944 - ditto - (6.20)
22 June 1944 - ditto - (6.10)
27 June 1944 - ditto - (5.40)
29 June 1944 - ditto - (5.35)

3 July 1944 - ditto - (6.15)

5 July 1944 - ditto - (5.40)

7 July 1944 - ditto - (7.15)

9 July 1944 - ditto - (5.10)

11 July 1944 - ditto - (5.30)

24 July 1944 - ditto - (7.30)

25 July 1944 - ditto - (7.05)

30 July 1944 - ditto - (7.20)

4 August 1944 -Denmark (7.05)
6 August 1944 -France (5.50)
8 August 1944 - ditto - (5.15)
10 August 1944 - ditto - (8.20)
13 August 1944 - ditto - (7.30)
14 August 1944 - ditto - (6.50)
25 August 1944 - ditto - (8.40)
27 August 1944 - ditto - (8.10)
28 August 1944 -Holland (3.55)
31 August 1944 -France (7.10)

Flying Officer Galbraith has completed 33 sorties as navigator over enemy
territory, sometimes under very poor weather conditions and in the face of
difficulties. His ability and determination have contributed very largely to the
success of his crew and his personal example has been worthy of the highest
praise.

The following story by Dave Brown appeared in the Ottawa Citizen of 25 February 2011 under
the title “Airman’s Logbook Cements Friendship.”



Nothing could be a more fun way to make a living than to search for interesting
people and try to capture them in column-length word snapshots. Sometimes it’s
a thrill to put two such people together, and then sit back and watch.

John Henderson, 60, is a retired RCMP officer who did most of his service in the
Far North. Until 2006, he was chief superintendent of an area that encompassed
all of Nunavut. He and his wife, Barbara, live in Riverside South. He operates a
private air museum in their basement, and was speaking to a group of fellow
airnuts at their community gathering centre. He has a passion for collecting
wartime flyers’ logbooks, and as he talked, my mind drifted to a most unusual
logbook.

Jack Galbraith, 90, retired economist, saw service as a navigator in a secret air
force and was the subject of one of these columns in 2011.

He was a Tempsford airman, part of a crew that flew supplies and spies in and
out of occupied Europe. They flew over blacked out territory, at night, and very
low. One in three crews would disappear with their fellows never knowing,
because of high secrecy, what happened. They just disappeared.

There are 623 names on the Tempsford memorial. Seventy-nine Canadians
served.

When the suggestion to meet for lunch was made, both men were enthusiastic.
So was |. Talk over the table was largely technical as they discussed
performances of various aircraft. The real fun came when we sat down in the
Henderson museum and Galbraith offered up his logbook.

Normally, a flyer’s log gives precise details of every flight. It includes time of
takeoff, destination, weather, time in the air and time of return. Secrecy
surrounding the Tempsford base was so severe flyers could write nothing down.
But they were not excused from keeping a log. The Galbraith book was dutifully
written into for all flights — and the entries fill many pages — ut each consists of
only two words.

“As ordered.”
Henderson had earlier, while outlining the hundreds, maybe thousands, of

pieces in his collection, wondered aloud if he had crossed a line and his passion
had become obsession. The strange logbook brought him off his chair, and he



paced as he examined it. Later, when asked if the Galbraith log had answered his
guestion about his level of drive to collect, he said he believed he had “a healthy
obsession.”

Henderson was never a pilot. At a shade under six-foot-five he wasn’t designed
to fit into an aircraft cockpit. He was born to be a cop, and he started his career
as a London bobby in 1971. His parents were in the Canadian Foreign Service. He
returned to Canada when his parents did, and was welcomed into the RCMP in
1975. He married and moved his family 14 times during his career, most of it in
the North.

When he was moved from Nunavut to head office in Ottawa, he was placed in
charge of the national force’s air arm, with 40 aircraft. “The hardest part was
keeping the happy look off my face. It thought it was a sure way to get
reassigned.”

An Ottawa native who attended Gloucester High, his passion for all things
aircraft surfaced when he was 13, and started building models. Some of them
are in his museum, along with 14 logbooks he has picked up at garage sales and
auctions. “They reek of history.” He has one written by a man who went on to
win a Victoria Cross. Other’s end without closing, indicating somebody didn’t
survive.

There are bits and pieces of crashed warplanes, 140 books by or about Winston
Churchill, and suspense stories. “I made a bid on a logbook that was going for
S400. Then | started to worry. What would | tell Barb if | actually won? Then |
won, and had to tell her.”

Barb says it’s like an addiction, but not a bad one.

The value of flight logs often isn’t seen by surviving family members, but it’s
starting to. Henderson says they are becoming more costly. Galbraith keeps his
in a bank safety deposit box.

Putting the two men together was a good idea. They promised to stay in touch
and have much more to discuss. Henderson is a man who wants to keep that
part of history alive. Galbraith is a man who helped make history, and he did it in
the dark but kept details in his memory.
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GALBRAITH, F/O John Robert (J23960) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.12 Squadron - Award
effective 5 February 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 February 1945 and AFRO 563/45
dated 29 March 1945. Born 24 August 1917 in St.Thomas, Ontario. Enlisted 15 May 1942,
Hamilton, Ontario and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.16 SFTS (guard), 17 July 1942. To
No.1ITS, 29 August 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 23 October 1942; posted next day to
No.1 AOS; graduated and commissioned, 19 February 1943. To “Y” Depot, 5 March 1943. To
RAF overseas, 19 March 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 19 August 1943. Repatriated 27
November 1944. To No.1 Air Command, 15 January 1945. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 19
February 1945. Retired 7 March 1945. Photo PL-13368 shows LAC J.R. Galbraith, LAC J.S.
McWilliams (Peterborough) and LAC J.T. O’Loughlin (Lindsay) at No.1 AOS. Photo PL-37596
shows him with his parents after investiture. No citation other than "completed...numerous
operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost
fortitude, courage and devotion to duty." Public Records Office Air 2/8831 has
recommendation dated 6 November 1944 when he had flown 30 sorties (144 hours 55
minutes).

4 June 1944 - Pas de Calais

15 June 1944 - Boulogne

17 June 1944 - Aulnoye

22 June 1944 - Marquis-Minoyecques
23 June 1944 - Saintes

27 June 1944 - Vaires (Paris)

30 June 1944 - Vierzon

4 July 1944 - Orleans

6 July 1944 - Foret du Croc

7 July 1944 - Caen

23 July 1944 - Kiel

25 July 1944 - Stuttgart

4 August 1944 - Pauillac

7 August 1944 - Fontenoy le Marmion
8 August 1944 - Aire-sur-Lie

11 August 1944 - Gironde (mining)
24 August 1944 - Russelsheim

28 August 1944 - Fromentel

31 August 1944 - St.Riquier

5 September 1944 - Le Havre

6 September 1944 - Le Havre

8 September 1944 - Le Havre



23 September 1944 - Neuss (Dusseldorf)
26 September 1944 - Cap Gris Nez

3 October 1944 - Westkapelle

4 October 1944 - Kattegat (mining)

7 October 1944 - Emmerich

11 October 1944 - Fort Fredrik Hendrik
14 October 1944 - Duisburg

25 October 1944 - Essen

Flying Officer Galbraith, a Canadian, has recently completed his first tour of
operations against the enemy as Navigator to a Lancaster aircraft. The
outstanding success achieved by his crew can be attributed very largely to his
exceptional skill and to his cool efficiency, which was never impaired even in
most adverse circumstances.

This Canadian officer has proved himself a most reliable and conscientious
Navigator on operations, thus inspiring his captain and crew with the utmost
confidence. he has been a most valuable member of a very successful crew.

| strongly recommend the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross to Flying
Officer Galbraith.

* %k %k k %k

GALBRAITH, F/O Leonard Lawrence (J35181) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.12 Squadron -
Award effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 25 September 1945 and AFRO
1768/45 dated 23 November 1945. Born 27 March 1920 in Vancouver, B.C. Enlisted in
Vancouver, 12 July 1940 as Aero Engine Mechanic. Promoted AC1, 12 October 1940. To No.3
SFTS, 13 November 1940. Promoted LAC, 1 July 1941. Remustered to aircrew and posted to
No.4 ITS, 5 December 1942; to No.5 EFTS, 20 February 1943; to No.7 SFTS, 17 April 1943;
graduated and commissioned, 3 September 1943. To “Y” Depot, 17 September 1943; taken on
strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 13 October 1943. Repatriated 2 August 1945. Retired 3
October 1945. No citation other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in
the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to
duty." Public Record Office Air 2/8750 has recommendation dated 11 April 1945 when he had
flown 29 sorties (188 hours 30 minutes), 31 October 1944 to 31 March 1945.

31 October 1944 - Cologne
2 November 1944 - Dusseldorf
4 November 1944 - Bochum



18 November 1944 - Wanne Eickel
29 November 1944 - Dortmund
6 December 1944 - Merseburg
12 December 1944 - Essen

17 December 1944 - Ulm

22 December 1944 - Koblenz

31 December 1944 - Osterfeld

2 January 1945 - Nuremburg

4 January 1945 - Royan

16 January 1945 - Zeitz

28 January 1945 - Stuttgart

1 February 1945 - Ludwigshaven
2 February 1945 - Weisbaden

7 February 1945 - Cleve

13 February 1945 - Dresden

20 February 1945 - Dortmund
21 February 1945 - Duisburg

12 March 1945 - Dortmund

13 March 1945 - Gelsenkirchen
15 March 1945 - Misburg

16 March 1945 - Nuremburg

18 March 1945 - Hanau

22 March 1945 - GARDENING, Oslo
25 March 1945 - Hanover

27 March 1945 - Paderborn

31 March 1945 - Hamburg

Flying Officer Galbraith, a Canadian, has competed 29 sorties as pilot and captain
of a heavy bomber aircraft. He has achieved a large measure of success in many
raids on targets in Germany such as Merseburg, Nuremburg, Zeitz, Stuttgart,
Dresden, Misburg, Hanover and Hamburg.

He has made all his flights with quiet efficiency and proved himself an
exceptional captain and leader. He has instilled the utmost confidence in his
crew and has always pressed home his attacks skilfully, frequently in the face of
fierce opposition.

His outstanding courage and devotion to duty have been a shining example to
less experienced crews and | feel the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross to
this Canadian officer is fully deserved.
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GALBRAITH, F/O Lloyd James (186428) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.76 Squadron - Award
effective 1 December 1944 as per London Gazette dated 8 December 1944 and AFRO 337/45
dated 23 February 1945. Born 16 January 1922 in Murrayville, British Columbia. Educated at
Langley Prairies, British Columbia, 1927 to 1936, taking partial Grade Xl in 1939. Fruit store
clerk (1938-1939), shingle mill sawyer (1940-1941) and salesman (1941); seaman, RCNVR, 4
September to 22 November 1941. Enlisted Edmonton 10 April 1942 and posted to No.3
Manning Depot. To No.1 ANS, 1 June 1942 (guard). To No.2 ITS, 15 August 1942; graduated
and promoted LAC, 9 October 1942 but not posted to No.15 EFTS until 6 November 1942; may
have graduated 20 December 1942 but not posted to No.15 SFTS until 9 January 1943;
graduated and promoted Sergeant, 30 April 1943. To “Y” Depot, 14 May 1943. To RAF
overseas, 26 May 1943. Disembarked in Britain, 4 June 1943. On 3 July 1943 at No.3 PRC,
reprimanded, “being incapable of carrying out his duties of Fire Watcher due to previous
indulgence in alcoholic beverages.” Posted from No.3 PRC, Bournemouth to No.14 (Pilots) AFU,
13 July 1943. Attached to Station Dallachy, 22 July to 19 August 1943. To No.19 OTU, 7
September 1943. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 30 October 1943. To No.1663 Conversion Unit, 10
January 1944. Attached to No.4 Group Battle School, 10 January to 12 February 1944.
Attached to No.102 Squadron, dates uncertain. To No.76 Squadron, 10 March 1944,
Commissioned 14 May 1944. To No. 22 OTU, 10 August 1944 although this seems to have been
delayed as his sortie list goes to 14 August 1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 14 November 1944,
Attached to No.3 Flying Instructor School, 27 December 194 4 to 7 February 1945. Attached to
Station Finningly, 10 March to 21 April 1945. Injured in automobile accident, 22 May 1945
(severe break, left forearm) and admitted to No.23 Canadian General Hospital. Repatriated 18
July 1945. To No.10 Repair Depot, 28 July 1945. Retired 26 September 1945. Died in
Vancouver 9 May 1976 as per British Columbia Vital Statistics. No citation other than "..in
recognition of gallantry and devotion to duty in the execution of air operations against the
enemy." Public Records Office Air 2/8881 has recommendation dated 17 September 1944
when he had flown 38 sorties (155 hours 35 minutes), 24 February to 14 August 1944.

24 February 1944 - Schweinfurt (7.55)
25 February 1944 - Augsburg (4.45)

9 April 1944 - Lille (4.10)

10 April 1944 - Tergnier (4.50)

18 April 1944 - Tergnier (4.35)

20 April 1944 - Ottignies (3.40)

30 April 1944 - Acheres (4.30)

1 May 1944 - Malines (3.30)

6 May 1944 - Montgassicourt (4.10)



9 May 1944 - Berneval (3.05)

11 May 1944 - Trouville (4.15)

19 May 1944 - Boulogne (3.15)

22 May 1944 - Orleans (5.10)

24 May 1944 - Aachen (4.10)

7 June 1944 - Juvisy (4.35)

9 June 1944 - Laval airfield (5.00)

12 June 1944 - Amiens (4.10)

16 June 1944 - Domleger (3.20)

22 June 1944 - Noyelle en Chaussee (4.40)
24 June 1944 - Noyelle en Chaussee (3.20)
25 June 1944 - Montorgueil (3.25)

27 June 1944 - Mont Candon (3.15)

28 June 1944 - Blainville (6.35)

1 July 1944 - St.Martin I'Hortier (3.25)

4 July 1944 - St.Martin I'Hortier (3.25)

7 July 1944 - Croixdale (3.55)

9 July 1944 - Chateau Bernapre (4.00)

12 July 1944 - Thiverny (4.10)

23 July 1944 - Kiel (5.15)

25 July 1944 - Foret de Croc (3.40)

28 July 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.15)

30 July 1944 - Villers Bocage (4.00) Returned as ordered.
2 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.15)

3 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.10)

5 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.15)

9 August 1944 - Foret de Mormal (3.35)
11 August 1944 - Wemars Cappel (3.20)
14 August 1944 - TRACTABLE Il (4.00)

This officer has completed 38 sorties as captain of aircraft and flown a total of
155 operational hours against the enemy. He has carried out attacks against
many of the heaviest defended of targets including Aachen, Schweinfurt and
Augsburg.

During the whole of the time this officer has been with the squadron he has
displayed commendable courage and devotion to duty and a complete disregard
for his own personal safety.



His ability to make instant decisions in emergency, skilful pilotage and cool
judgement have on many occasions been the means of extricating his aircraft
from perilous situations.

With his mind on the task in hand fearlessly and displayed a fine offensive spirit
he has always set a magnificent example to his crew. It is considered that his
splendid record of achievement merits the award of the Distinguished Flying
Cross.

Notes: Incident on 13 June 1944, Halifax lll, serial LW681, aircraft “Y”. Over the target
(Amiens) hit by a 500-Ib bomb on port wing, outboard of engine, which severed aileron control.
He opted to land at Woodbridge. Owing to lack of aileron control he had to approach to land at
a high airspeed (160 m.p.h.) and could not keep it laterally level. Touched down heavily on one
wheel which was probably damaged on landing and collapsed later. “No blame attached to the
pilot who used common sense in going to Woodbridge.” (Commanding Officer, No.76
Squadron, 17 June 1944). “This pilot acted wisely in going to Woodbridge to land, and put on a
good show of airmanship under difficult conditions. An unavoidable accident.” (Group Captain,
Station Commander, 19 June 1944). Others in crew were R155201 Flight Sergeant M.N. Skosov
(Air Bomber, later commissioned and awarded DFC), J25043 P/O W.G. Gray (Navigator, later
DFC), 1565307 Sergeant R.M.D. Calder (WOP/Air), 1795044 Sergeant H. Evans (mid-upper
gunner), 1894605 Sergeant A.J.J. Martin (Flight Engineer) and 1568532 Sergeant G.A, Peers
(Rear Gunner). No injuries.

Incident of 9 November 1944 at No.22 OTU, Wellington Ill, HZ149 (DD-B). Night cross country
exercise. He was captain, others were 138843 F/O R.J. Hughes (pilot), J41394 F/O A. Sutherland
(Navigator), J42004 F/O L. Berger (Bomb Aimer), R108420 Warrant Officer J. Migiozzie (WAG),
R288007 Sergeant F. Woolworth (Air Gunner) and R252188 Sergeant H.S. Tulk (Air Gunner).
After flying about four and one-half hours, the revs on the port engine began to rise although
oil pressure and temperature were normal. He put the propellor into full coarse. The port
engine caught fire so he feathered port propellor and made a successful single-engine landing
at Wellesbourne. “Screened pilot is inexperienced as an instructor and it is considered that he
put up an extremely good display, showing coolness and good airmanship. It is strongly
recommended that he receive a ‘Commendation’.” (Wing Commander in charge of “R” Wing,
No.22 OTU, 14 November 1944; the officer commanding the OTU - name illegible - concurred in

the recommendation for a commendation).

Selected Assessments: “Has proved himself a very good operational captain. Rather diffident.
He should with experience develop into a very good officer.” (W/C R.K. Cassels, No.76
Squadron, 15 September 1944; he had flown 591 hours 20 minutes, 182.15 in previous six
months)



“An average officer, worked quite well as an instructor. Neat and tidy, good disciplone.” (W/C
J.K.M. Cooke, No.22 OTU, 10 July 1945).

Training: At No.2 ITS placed 79t in a class of 132. “This airman is not the studious type and
does not apply himself as well as he should. He is rather vacillating in his attitude towards his
work and is inclined to be careless at times in regard to matters of discipline. Possibly further
training would overcome this.” While there was Confined to Barracks, 14 days for being briefly
AWOL and using another airman’s pass.

At No.15 EFTS flew in Tiger Moths (28 hours day dual, 28.05 day solo, five hours night dual. Of
this, 7.20 on instruments. Required eight hours 25 minutes dual to first solo. Navigation
exercises were 2.25 dual, 2.45 solo. Placed 29" in a class of 32. “An average student. A fairly
steady worker and of a slightly retiring disposition. Should make good headway with Service
experience. Personal discipline is good. Pilot of average ability. Requires checking on
procedures and airmanship.” (Sergeanr D.A. Buckmaster).

At No.15 SFTS flew Anson Il aircraft (69.05 day dual, 64.00 day solo, 8.45 night dual, 8.00 night
solo; of this, 20.40 on instruments. Also logged 25.30 in Link). He required five hours 20
miinutes dual to first solo. Graduated 43" in a class of 60. “This student needs to be pushed in
order to obtain the best results. Lacks power of application.” (S/L R.R. Livermore). Confined to
barracks 14 days following a disturbance in Jimmie’s Café, Calgary “while under the influence of
liquor.”

Course at No.14 (Pilots) AFU, 13 July to 7 September 1943 on Oxford aircraft (4.25 day dual to
first solo, 21.35 day dual, 17.35 day solo, two hours in formation, 6.50 on instruments, 8.00 in
Link). “This pilot settled down to Oxfords from the start and has completed a high average
course. His night flying is very good. He flies confidently and smoothly and with a little more
application should prove an extremely useful pilot.” (G/C A.H. Peck, 5 September 1943).

Course at No.1542 Beam Approach Training Flight was 11-17 August 1943; ten hours on
Oxfords and five hours in Link. “Little erratic with his instrument flying but has completed
course satisfactorily. Could do better if he tried harder. Average.”

Course at No.19 OTU, 9 September 1943 to 6 January 1944 on Wellingtons (2.30 day dual to
first day solo, tital 3.45 day dual, 4.45 at controls with a captain, 36.05 at controls as captain by
day; 1.20 night dual to first night solo, 4.25 total night dual, 3.40 night at controls with a
captain, 42.25 night as captain). Also logged 17.15 in Link. Flew 20 hours on instruments.
Carried out four daylight and five night cross-country flights, three daylight and one night
fighter affiliation exercises. “This NCO is a normal straight through trainee who has experienced
no difficulty whatsoever throughout the course. He is keen, attentive to detail and a sound



pilot and captain who has the backing of a good crew. He has led his crew well, has set them a
good example throughout the course and should be retained as captain.” Report dated 6
January 1944; he was recommended for a commission.

When trained as instructor (No.3 Flying Instructor School, 27 December 1944 to 7 February
1945) he flew Oxfords (38.35 day and night) and was tested in Principles of Flight, Navigation,
Airmanship and Technical Subjects. Generally assessed as “average” bur S/L W.A. Howell wrote
in 20 February 1945, “This pupil should make a good instructor. His voice is clear and easy to
understand. His flying demonstrations are done well and in conjunction with his patter. Has a

manner to instil confidence in his pupils.”
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GALBRAITH, F/O (now F/L) Robert Francis (J11978) - Air Medal (United States) - 11th USAAF
(deceased) - Award effective 27 August 1943 as per Canada Gazette dated 4 May 1946 and
AFRO 473/46 dated 10 May 1946. Born 1 October 1922 in Melanethon, Dufferin County,
Ontario. Home in Shelburne, Ontario. Assistant salesman in an art gallery before enlistment.
Enlisted Toronto 6 August 1941 and posted to No.4A Manning Depot. To No.31 OTU, Debert
(guard), 12 September 1941. To No.3 ITS, Victoriaville, 13 October 1941; graduated and
promoted LAC, 22 November 1941; to No.4 EFTS, Windsor Mills, 23 November 1941; graduated
30 January 1942; to No.13 SFTS, St.Hubert, 1 February 1942; graduated and commissioned, 5
June 1942. To No.14 (Fighter) Squadron, Sea Island, 21 June 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 5
December 1942. Proceeded with No.14 (Fighter) Squadron to Umnak, Alaska, 17 February
1943. To "Y" Depot, Halifax, 22 September 1943. Embarked from New York, 12 October 1943.
Disembarked in Britain, 19 October 1943 and posted to No.3 PRC, Bournemouth. To No.57
OTU, 7 December 1943. To No.1 1 Tactical Evaluation Unit, 3 April 1944. To No.83 Group
Support Unit, 5 June 1944; promoted Flight Lieutenant, that date. To No.181 Squadron, 17 July
1944. Attached to No.14 Armament Practice Camp, 23 January to 9 February 1945. Killed in
action 5 April 1945 while serving with No.181 Squadron, Typhoon SW552. See Cochand for
details; flights were 18 April to 26 July 1943. A formal citation read:

Decorated for meritorious achievement in aerial flight. This officer as pilot of a
fighter plane participated in numerous attacks on enemy installations in the
Aleutians which were pressed home despite heavy anti-aircraft fire and often
under adverse weather conditions. All flights were made from advanced bases
and required skilful airmanship for a successful execution of the mission. The
courage and devotion to duty of this officer reflects great credit upon himself
and the organisation of which he is a part.

Training:



Course at No.4 EFTS was 24 November 1941 to 30 January 1942; Fleet Finch aircraft (32.50
dual, 44.40 solo of which 10.10 was onm instruments). Also logged ten hours in Link. "This
student made very good progress and with more experience should be an above average
pilot."\

Course at No.13 SFTS was 16 February to 5 June 1942; flew Harvards - 55.35 day dual, 64.50 day
solo, 5.35 night dual, 11.00 night solo. Times included 25.35 on instruments. Also logged 20.05
in Link. "A good steady pilot. Made good progress and worked hard. Good on instruments.
Navigation average.." Graduated fourth in a class of 33 and recommended for fighter work.

Course at No.57 OTU was 7 December 1943 to 28 March 1944. Flew Master aircraft (two hours
30 minutes dual) following by Spitfire (54 hours 20 minutes by day, four hours five minutes by
night; of this, two hours 15 minutes of Master time was in formation and 20 hours five minutes
of Spitfire time was in formation; logged a total of three hours 30 minutes on instruments; also
nine hours ten minutes in Link. Had one accident with a Spitfire on 14 January 1944 while
taxying ("carelessness"). Ground subjects were Aircraft recognition (83/100), Operations and
Tactics (170/200), Armament (240/300), Intelligence (94/100), Navigation (132/200), Signals
(91/100). Air tests in General Flying (250/400), Applied Flying (125/200), Instrument Flying
(150/250), Night Flying (64/100) and Link (39/50). Poor average in low level bombing, average
everywhere else. Fired 2,260 rounds air-to-air, 1,655 rounds air-to-ground, and exposed 206
feet of cine film. "Will make an average fighter pilot; needs more practice in combat; had
trouble at the beginning of the course but has extracted digit and is now OK. He is reliable and
should be OK in a squadron." (S/L F.W. Lister, CFl).

Selected Assessments: "This officer has only been with the unit for one month and therefore it
is not considered that a satisfactory assessment can be made at this time. However, he is quite
capable of carrying out the duties he is given in the squadron.” (S/L B.D. Russel, 15 August
1942).

“This officer is a very quiet type of lad, but can be relied upon to do a good job.” (F/L B.R.
Walker, 28 December 1942).

“This officer is next on our overseas posting list and he certainly is anxious and eager about it.
He has done a remarkably good job at Amchitka and is keen about operational work. He is an
above average pilot and shows good judgement in action. Should do an exceptionally good job
wherever he is placed in operations. A future Flight Commander.” (S/L B.R. Walker, No.14
Squadron Detached Operations, 29 July 1943.)

Assessment drafted 22 April 1945 noting that he had flown 771 hours 55 minutes (58 hours 50
minutes in previous six months). “This officer has allways shown a distinct marked keenness



both on the ground and in the air. His popularity was very high in the squadron and could
always be relied upon to carry out a job to his very best ability.” (F/LT. Entwhistle.)

Circumstances of death: The following report was filed on 5 April 1945 by Warrant Officer J.H.
King of No.181 Squadron:

| was flying as No.2 to F/L Galbraith on a long-range armed reconnaissance in the
Lingen-Cloppenburg area on the morning of Thursday, 5th April 1945. He went
down to attack with cannon a goods train on the line between Furstenay and
Bippen and warned the rest of the formation to stay out owing to flak.

However, later, together with F/O J.W. Phillips, who was the only other member
of the formation still with rockets, he made a further attack. Intense light flak
opene3d up from the wood north of the line and F/L Galbraith must have been
hit and he dived into the wood where his aircraft exploded in flames.

A further report put the time at 0550 hours and one miles south of Hartlage, Germany. A
German railway worker who was interviewed later by Missing Research Enquiries Service stated
that the attacking fighters had red cowlings. He may have been confusing Typhoons with
American fighters, several of which were also operating in the area. He confirmed the
fierceness of the flak, and suggested that the train attacked might have been carrying V-2

rockets, which would explain the strength of the defence.
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GALE, FS (now WO1) Cecil Melvin (Can 448) - Mention in Despatches - No.401 Squadron -
Award effective 11 June 1942 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 1000-1001/42
dated 3 July 1942. Born 19 August 1900 in St.Thomas, Ontario. Home in Calgary; enlisted in
High River, Alberta, 7 August 1928 as Master Motor Mechanic (Transport). Reclassified as
Fitter, Aero Engines, 22 November 1928. At High River Air Station, August 1928 to 26
December 1928 (inspection and overhaul). At Winnipeg Air Station, 26 December 1928 to 18
March 1929 (overhaul of Rolls Royce engines). On strength of High River Air Station, 18 March
1929 to October 1929 (aero engine maintenance and overhaul, Moth 60, Stearman, Fairchild
and Waco machines). Promoted AC1, 6 June 1929. Promoted LAC, 23 July 1929. Attended
Wright engine course, Montreal, November-December 1929. At High River Air Station, January
1930 to January 1931 (Moth, Stearman, Fairchild and Waco aircraft). Attended Air Pilotage and
Photo course, camp Borden, January to March 1931. At High River again, April 1931 to June
1931 when station closed. At Winnipeg Air Station, July 1931 to August 1933 (engine overhauls,
general workshop and crew of aircraft on detached operations, Fairchild, Bellanca, Vedette and
Vancouver aircraft). At Lac du Bonnet Air Station, August 1933 to 7 June 1936 (aircraft, marine
and vehicle maintenance, aircrew and photographer; he described his work as “All flying boats



and seaplane as well as outboard and inboard motor boats, servicing station electrical and
plumbing systems, operating diesel caterpillars while clearing land for airdrome and
snowplowing.” Promoted Corporal, 1 June 1936. At Camp Borden, 10 June 1936 to 8 June
1937 (NCO in charge of Aero Engine Mechanics at Flying Training School; on 31 December 1936,
F/L W.R. Riddell, Officer Commanding, Flying Training School, described him as follows:
“Corporal Gale has b been attached to ‘A’ Flight for seven months, during which time he has
shown himself to be an energetic and dependable NCO.” ). At Trenton, 8 June 1937 to 16
September 1938 (same duties; described on 30 November 1937 by S/L A.C. Hull as “Very
reliable and energetic NCO; shows good judgement and common sense.”). Promoted Sergeant,
1 April 1938. At Station Calgary, 16 September 1938 to January 1939 (NCO in charge of fitting,
Siskin aircraft). At Station Sea Island, January 1939 to August 1939 (NCO in charge of fitting,
Hurricane aircraft). Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 September 1939. At Station St. Hubert,
September-October 1939 (Hurricane and Delta aircraft). At Station Dartmouth with No.1
(Fighter) Squadron as of 6 November 1939 and proceeded overseas with them, 20 June 1940,
serving at Middle Wallop, Croydon, Northolt, Prestwick, Castletown, Driffied and Digby, taking
specialist Rolls Royce engine course while overseas. Promoted W02, 1 January 1941.
Repatriated 21 July 1941 via Rockcliffe. To No.2 Equipment Depot, Calgary, 3 August 1941. To
Station East Calgary, 16 September 1941. Promoted WO1, 1 October 1941. To No.11 Equipment
Depot, Calgary, 31 July 1942. Reclassified as Master Mechanic, 1 February 1943. To No.16 Air
Inspection District, 31 March 1943. To No.10 Repair Depot, 21 August 1943 (Technical Warrant
Officer, in Engineering Headquarters, dealing with Anson, Beechcraft, Norseman, Boston,
Cornell, Lysander, Canso, and Harvard aircraft). Reverted to Flight Sergeant, 1 October 1946.
To Northwest Air Command, Edmonton, 3 October 1946. To No.6 Communications Flight,
Edmonton, 11 December 1946. This later became “K” Flight. To Northwest Air Command, 3
October 1946. His last assessment, dated 1 September 1948, declared, “Flight Sergeant Gale
strengthens any unit in which he serves.” Retired 22 April 1949. Died in Edmonton, Alberta, 15
February 1982 as per Legion Magazine of May 1982. Recommended for a BEM on 28 October
1940 with essentially this as proposed citation.

Flight Sergeant Gale, C.M., is NCO in charge of "A" Flight, No.1 Canadian (F)
Squadron. Working under trying conditions, he has maintained the squadron
aircraft in a capable manner. Owing to the intense operational activity during
the latter part of August and September, the flight maintenance crew were
called upon to work to the limit. Flight Sergeant Gale carried out his duties,
often working from very early morning until late into the night, with a result that
sufficient aircraft for flight use were available at all times.
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GALE, S/L Edward Bagley (C1618) - Air Force Cross - No.1 Central Flying School - Award effective
5 May 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1133/44 dated 26 May 1944. Born
15 December 1917 at St.Cyr, Quebec. Prewar photographer and teacher; also active in COTC at
Macdonald College and had taken flying lessons at the Montreal Flying Club. Enlisted in Quebec
as a Pilot Officer, 29 January 1940. Posted to Camp Borden, 16 June 1940. Trained at No.1 SFTS
(graduated 13 August 1940, having been graded first in a class of 45 in ground school and
second in a class of 40 flying pupils). Remained at Camp Borden until 5 October 1940, on which
date he was promoted to Flying Officer. Attended Central Flying School, Trenton, 5 October to
25 November 1940, after which he returned to No.1 SFTS at instructor, serving there until 30
June 1942. Injured on 2 June 1941 near Camp Borden in Harvard 2683; practicing forced
landing approaches when engine failed to resume full power on opening throttle; this
necessitated a forced landing in a farmer’s field with undercarriage retracted; hit a wooden
fence and ended up striking a stream bank. His Sutton harness was too loose. Gale’s face
thrown into instrument panel; pupil Gordon L. Gates severely injured. Attached to Ferry
Command, 1 July to 6 August 1942 (promoted to Flight Lieutenant, 16 February 1942); attended
Empire Central Flying School in Britain. Returned to Canada, 11 December 1942. On staff of
No.1 Flying Instructors School (Central Flying School), 4 January 1943 to 3 August 1944
(promoted to Squadron Leader, 10 October 1943; recommended for Wing Commander, 1 June
1944 but not so promoted). On strength of Air Force Headquarters, 4 August 1944 to 31
January 1945. Posted overseas on 2 February 1945 to attend Test Pilot School, Boscombe
Down; to Royal Aeronautical Establishment, Farnborough, 3 January 1946. Killed 25 May 1946
in crash of Mustang KH505. Medal presented to his mother, Mrs. L.M. Gale, Asbestos, Quebec,
14 November 1950, having been sent to Canada, returned to England in anticipation of
investiture there and then returned to Canada. Photo PL-50455 shows his mother after
presentation. No citation in AFRO or biographical file. DHist file 181.009 D.1721 (PAC RG.24
Vol.20606) has recommendation dated 13 December 1943, at which time he was Acting OC,
Instructional Flight, and had flown 2,430 hours 25 minutes, of which 2,200 were as instructor,
and 408 hours 25 minutes had been in previous six months:

Squadron Leader Gale has made an outstanding contribution to flying training.
He has at all times given unsparingly of his own time and efforts both in the air
and on the ground. In spite of the tiring and repetitive nature of his work, he has
always shown an unbounding keenness for his job and displayed exceptional
devotion to duty.

Assessments: Assessed on 3 December 1940 by Central Flying School - “Pilot very competent
on this type of aircraft [Lockheed]. With practical experience should become an excellent

instructor.” On other types of aircraft (Tiger Moth, Anson, Harvard, Battle and Northrop) he
was described thus: “This pupil very good all around - flying excellent, patter excellent - could



put more empasis in patter when explaining procedures. Should be good instructor with more
experience.”

On 13 January 1942, S/L William M. Foster of the Central Flying School Examining Flight
checked him - “This instructor has exceptional flying ability and executes flying maneouvres
with skill, precision and smoothness. He has an excellent knowledge of sequences and his
demonstrations are highly instructive. Ability and experience warrant a higher category.” As a
result he was reclassified from Category B to Category A.2.

He was rated as an A.1 instructor on 13 October 1942: “This pilot has a profound knowledge of
his subject and demonstrates flying in a clear and painstaking manner.”

On 10 September 1943, G/C R.E. McBurney (Commanding Officer, Trenton), recommended him
for accelerated promotion. “As a pilot instructor this officer is exceptional, both on the ground
and in the air. He is at all times endeavouring to further his service knowledge, especially in
technical knowledge of aircraft and engines. As alecturer and instructor on the staff of the
Central Flying School, he is considered as the backbone of Advanced Instructors Flight. His only
fault is the fact that it is necessary to stop him from over-working himself.”

Flying Hours: As of 21 December 1945 he stated he had flown 2,990 hours of which 2,500 were
instructional. These included 133 hours 45 minutes were on instruments. This was broken
down as follows: Single Engine (Day) - 1,717 hours 45 minutes; Single Engine (Night) - 127 hours
five minutes; Multi-Engine (Day) - 1,058 hours five minutes; Multi-Engine (Night) - 87 hours five
minutes. These included Yale (439 hours), Harvard (961), Crane (438 hours 20 minutes), Oxford
(116 hours 50 minutes), Hudson I, Il and V (559 hours 55 minutes), Ventura (103 hours 45
minutes), Nomad, Battle, Master, NA-44, Hurricane, Spitfire, Tempest (seven hours five
minutes), FW.190 (four hours 25 minutes), Anson, Lockheed 10 and 12, Bisley (four hours 30
minutes), Bolingbroke (32 hours), Wellington Il and X, B-25, Boston, Mosquito (28 hours 20
minutes), Stirling (five hours 55 minutes); Lancaster, Meteor | and Il (one hour 35 minutes),
Audax, Skua, Gladiator, Martinet, Blenheim I, Whitley, Swordfish, Hotspur, Buzzard glider,
Dauntless, Havoc, Miles Aerovan and Buckmaster.

Particulars of death: Killed at 1110 hours, 25 May 1946. He had been on a “self authorized
flight”, conducting high speed dives from high altitude for "research on the behaviour of wing
sections near the speed of sound". Having completed eight dives, the accident occurred on the
ninth dive; it was to be from 40,000 feet to 20,000 feet at a 45 degree angle and not to exceed
450 m.p.h.. He did not pull out. “Subsequent investigation could trace no evidence of
structural failure, and most of the aircraft remains were buried so deeply that it was impossible
to obtain technical evidence of any value.” Evidence was adduced that he had lost control at
some 26,0000 to 28,000 feet and had dived vertically. Oxygen malfunction was advanced as



the cause. At the time he was deemed a very experienced pilot, having flown 2,906 solo hours
on all types of aircraft (although only 17 on Mustangs).
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GALER, LAC Nick Harold (R160515) - Mention in Despatches - No.433 Squadron (AFRO gives
unit as No.63 Base) - Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and
AFRO 425/45 dated 9 March 1945. Born 2 June 1920. Service with South Alberta Regiment,
January-February 1941. Enlisted in Calgary,16 March 1942 as Aero Engine Mechanic and
posted to No.3 Manning Depot. To Technical Training School, 21 April 1942. To Patricia Bay, 23
July 1942. At Promoted AC1, 28 July 1942. Attended Ground Warfare course, Patricia Bay, 30
November too 9 December 1942Promoted LAC, 1 January 1943. To “Y” Depot, 1 February
1943. To RAF overseas, 8 March 1943. Disembarked in Britain, 17 March 1943. To No.406
Squadron, 29 March 1943. To No.433 Squadron, 25 September 1943. Attached to No0.1666
Conversion Unit, 9 October to 4 November 1943. Course at De Havilland Aircraft, 27 February
to 10 March 1944. To No.63 Base, 4 September 1944. Repatriated 5 September 1945. Retired
17 October 1945. Died in White Rock, British Columbia, 30 March 1986 as per British Columbia
Vital Statistics. DHist file 181.009 D.2619 (RG.24 Vo0l.20628) has recommendation dated 30
August 1944 when he had served one year in Canada, 16 months overseas.

This airman's work has always been of a very high standard. He has shown
himself to be very keen and conscientious and his energetic appliance of above
average knowledge of his trade strengthens the hand of those under whom he
works. He has displayed great initiative and can be relied upon to do the most
difficult jobs, well setting an example of a very high order.

Note: The Ground Warfare Course taken late in 1942 was all-embracing. It included the
following: RIFLE (Parts, Care and Cleaning, Daily Inspection, and elementary firing), RANGE
(firing at 100, 200 and 300 yards including timed firing while wearing a respirator), BAYONET
(falling, in charging, ground dummy, parrying), FIELD TACTICS (Unarmed Combat, Ruthlessness,
Station Reconnaissance, Disarming, Flying Tackles, Snake Crawl, Duck Walk, Freezing and
Assault Course), MACHINE GUNS (Thompson and Sten, Shoulder and Hip Shooting) and
PROTECTION AGAINST GAS (Gases, Respirator Parts, Wearing Respirators, Personal
Decontamination, Detectors, Warnings, Equipment.)
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GALIGAN, Corporal Steve Nelson (R86795) - British Empire Medal - No.6 Communications Flight
- Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 89/45 dated 19
January 1945. Born 27 November 1914 in Pakan, Alberta (RCAF press release 4907 announcing



award). Enlisted Edmonton 29 January 1941 as Aero Engine Mechanic and posted to No.1
Manning Depot. To Technical Training School, 28 March 1941. Promoted AC1, 6 September
1941. To No.3 SFTS, 10 September 1941. Promoted LAC, 1 January 1942. To No.4 Traing
Command, 7 September 1942. To Northwest Staging Route, 11 February 1943. Promoted
Corporal, 24 February 1943. To No.6 Communications Flight, 23 May 1944. To Technical
Training School, 5 June 1946. Retained rank of Corporal in postwar RCAF (22210). Promoted
Sergeant, 1 October 1950. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 October 1953. Died in Culp, Alberta, 16
January 2002.

This aero engine mechanic has been attached to the North West Staging Route
for a long period of time and has made very many trips over its isolated northern
territory. With determination and skill, he has kept aircraft serviceable under
trying and rugged conditions, often with inadequate facilities. With ingenuity
and cheerfulness he has set a splendid record of most loyal service and devotion
to duty.

* %k k %k %

GALIPEAU, F/L Jean (J36436) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.425 Squadron - Award effective
15 December 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 293/45 dated 16 February
1945. Born in Ottawa, 6 November 1917. Educated at Brebeuf and Guigues Schools, La Salle
Academy and night course at Technical School. Messenger boy. Enlisted Ottawa 4 October
1940 for General Duties. To No.5 SFTS, 31 October 1940. Promoted AC1, 4 January 1941.
Promoted LAC, 4 April 1941. Promoted Corporal, 1 March 1942. Remustered to aircrew and
posted to No.4 Manning Depot, 16 October 1942. To No.3 ITS, 15 January 1943; graduated 16
April 1943 and posted next day to No.11 EFTS; graduated 11 June 1943 and posted next day to
No.13 SFTS, St. Hubert; graduated and commissioned 1 October 1943. To “Y” Depot, 15
October 1943. Embarked from Canada, 1 November 1943; disembarked in Britain, 9 November
1943. Attached to No.6 EFTS, 3-27 December 1943. To No.18 (Pilots) AFU, 27 December 1943.
Attached to No.1533Beam Approach Training Flight, 15 February to 6 March 1944.Promoted
Flying Officer, 1 April 1944. To No.82 OTU, 11 April 1944. To No.61 Base, 25 June 1944,
Attached to Dalton Battle School, 25 June to 1 July 1944. Attached to No.1666 Conversion Unit,
1-31 July 1944. To No.425 Squadron, 31 July 1944. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 10 September
1944. Shot down and taken prisoner, 14 October 1944. Safe in United Kingdom, 26 May 1945.
Repatriated 7 July 1945. To Rockcliffe, 25 July 1945. Reverted to Flying Officer in postwar
RCAF (26019). To No.426 Squadron, Dartmouth, 16 September 1946. To Dorval with that unit,
16 March 1947. To Composite Training School, Toronto, 23 May 1947. To No.426 Squadron, 20
July 1947. To Instrument Flying School, Centralia, 25 October 1947. To No.426 Squadron, 28
December 1947. To Transport Command Headquarters, Trenton, 27 June 1949. To Recruiting
Unit, Montreal, 1 September 1951. To Station St. Hubert and No.104 (Composite) Flight, 5



January 1952. Retired 30 September 1952, settling in Montreal. Died in Gatineau, Quebec, 1
March 1988. See website http://aircrewremembered.com/galipeau-jean.html.

In October 1944 this officer piloted an aircraft detailed to attack an enemy
submarine base. In spite of heavy anti-aircraft fire a successful bombing run was
executed. Shortly after leaving the target the starboard outer engine became
unserviceable and the propeller had to be feathered. A few minutes later the
starboard inner engine failed, the aircraft lost height and it seemed as though
Flight Lieutenant Galipeau would be forced to bring his aircraft down onto the
sea but at the third attempt to restart one of the defective engines he succeeded
in so doing. He afterwards flew to an airfield and effected a safe landing. This
officer displayed outstanding airmanship, great coolness and determination in
difficult circumstances.

NOTE: DHH file 181.009 D.1730 (National Archives RG.24 Volume 20607) has recommendation
drafted 10 October 1944 by W/C. H.C. Ledoux when he had flown 19 sorties (90 hours). It read:

A pilot of a Halifax bomber, Flight Lieutenant Gallipeau has exhibited outstanding
skill in operations over the numerous targets assigned to him.

On October 4t 1944, Flight Lieutenant Gallipeau’s crew were detailed to bomb a
submarine base in Bergen, Norway. On the run in to the target, the flak was very
heavy. Despite these adverse conditions, a successful bombing attack was driven
home. Immediately on leaving the target, the starboard outer engine failed and
had to be feathered. The aircraft was flown on three engines for five minutes
when the starboard inner engine also failed and, losing considerable height,
Flight Lieutenant Gallipeau ordered his crew to prepare for ditching. Undaunted
by this engine trouble, the pilot turned off course and headed for the coast of
Norway. After two attempts to restart either of the engines, he was successful in
bringing into play the starboard outer engine. The pilot immediately turned
towards home, gaining height until the starboard outer engine stopped again.

Displaying remarkable determination, Flight Lieutenant Gallipeau succeeded in
restarting the starboard outer engine two more times after it had stopped. In

this way, he was able to land his aircraft on an emergency field without loss of
life and without damaged to the aircraft.

His cool courage and superb airmanship under these adverse flying condition
were a source of encouragement to the remainder of his crew. His outstanding
gallantry and dogged determination in the face of danger are highly


http://aircrewremembered.com/galipeau-jean.html.

commendable. In recognition of this officer’s exceptional presence of mind and
good judgement, | highly recommend that he be awarded the Immediate
Distinguished Flying Cross.

The sortie list was as follows:

7 August 1944 - La Hogue (3.55)

9 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.40)

13 August 1944 - Falaise (3.45)

14 August 1944 - Bons Tassily (4.30)

15 August 1944 - Brussels (4.20)

18 August 1944 - Connantre (5.45)

23 August 1944 - Brest/Cornouai lles (4.30)
27 August 1944 - Marquis Mimoyecques (3.35)
31 August 1944 - |lle de Cezembre (4.55)

13 September 1944 - Osnabruck (5.00)

15 September 1944 - Kiel (5.55)

17 September 1944 - Boulogne (4.05)

25 September 1944 - Calais (4.10)

26 September 1944 - Calais (4.05)

27 September 1944 - Bottrop (5.50)

28 September 1944 - Cap Gris Nez (3.55)
30 September 1944 - Sterkrade (5.15)

4 October 1944 - Bergen (6.40)

12 October 1944 - Wanne Eickel (5.30)

Notes: As of 30 June 1952 his flying included the following types and times: Fleet Finch (67
hours 15 minutes), Harvard (241.45), Tiger Moth (12.35), Oxford (83.30), Wellington (77.45),
Halifax 1l (42.00), Halifax Il (124.35), Cornell (48.25), Anson Il (27.25), Dakota (562.50),
Mosquito (1.45), Expeditor (130.55), T-33 (2.20) and North Star (936.50).

Training: Attended No.3 ITS, 8 February to 16 April 1943. Courses in Mathematics, Law and
Discipline, Navigation, Anti-Gas Armament (written), Armament (practical), Aircraft
Recognition, Drill, Signals (buzzer and lamp) and Meteorology. Scored 699 points of a possible
1,000. Placed 101%tin a class of 137. “Good motivation, dependable, energetic, very popular
with the other lads in thr flight. Should make a good team worker.” (S/L L.A. Porteous).

Attended No.11 EFTS, 17 April to 11 June 1943. Fleet Finch aircraft - eight hours 55 munutes
dual to first solo, total 33.00 day dual, 34.15 day solo, 4.20 night dual and one hour night solo.
Was 7.10 on instruments. Logged eleven hours in Link. Ground courses in Navigation,



Airmanship, Armament (written), Armament (practical), Aircraft Recognition and Signals
(buzzerl). Scored 462 points of a possible 700. Placed 22" in a class of 24. “Studuius, good
character but has a weakness in Navigation.” (J.G. Elliott).

Attended No.13 SFTS, 14 June to 1 October 1943. Harvard aircraft —7.25 day dual to first day
solo, 70.20 total day dual, 63.55 day solo, 2.30 night dual to first night solo, 8.40 total night
dual, 11.20 night solo. Was 12.15 in formation, 27.05 on instrument, logged 20.10 in Link.
Flying Tests in General Flying (218/300), Instrument Flying (147/200), Navigation (102/150),
Armament (99/150), Night Flying (74/100), Formation Flying (36/50) and Link (35/50). Ground
examinations in Airmanship (134/200), Armament (140/200), Navigation (115/200), Signals
(144/200), Aircraft Recognition (100/100) and Meteorology (66/100). “Above average pilot, a
little weak on precautionary landings, slightly rough on instrument flying.” (G/C M.C. Dubuc).

Attended No.18 (Pilots) AFU, 15 January to 11 April 1944. Oxford aircraft - 3.50 day dual to first
day solo, 15.15 total day dual, 22.05 day solo, 1.00 night dual to first night solo, 5.30 total night
dual, 13.10 total night solo. Was 4.15 on instruments and 9.50 in Link. Flying Tests in General
Flying (220/400), Applied Flying (130/200), Instrument Flying (160/200), Night Flying (64/100)
and Link (32/50). “Average pilot. He is keen and conscientious and should make a reliable
captain.”

Attended No.82 OTU, 11 April to 15 June 1944. Wellington Ill and X aircraft - 5.35 day dual to
first day solo, 6.05 total day dual, 33.15 day solo, 4.30 night dual to first night solo (also total
night dual,), 32.35 night solo. Was ten hours in Link. Flying Tests in General Flying (240/400),
Applied Flying (130/200), Instrument Flying (160/200), Night Flying (68/100) and Link (30/50).
Ground examinations in Airmanship (216/300), Armament (204/300), Navigation (140/200) and
Signals (56/100). “An average pilot who should turn out to be a good captain and operational
pilot when he has more experience in Bomber Command.” (W/C R.M. Cox).

Attended No.1666 Heavy Conversion Unit, 1-31 July 1944. Crew were himself, 136829 P/O
D.A.Butler (navigator), R94468 Sergeant C.F.Williamson (bomb aimer), R204535 Sergeant
L.H.Hogg (WAG), R225434 Sergeant C.M. Crabtree (rear gunner), R185125 Sergeant
J.L.M.Pare (mid-upper gunner) and R90935 Sergeant F.H.Eade (flight engineer), “Flying Officer
Galipeau is a keen, steady pilot who has worked throughout the course. He is a good captain
backed by a keen crew and they should do well.” (W/C R.T. Langton).

The website “Lost Bombers” provides the following details of his being shot down. Halifax
MZ674 (KW-N), target Duisberg, 14 October 1944. The aircraft was airborne at 0605 hours, 14
October 1944 from Tholthorpe. Crew consisted of F/L J.Galipeau, RCAF (19 trips, 90 operational



hours, POW), Sergeant F.H.Eade, RCAF (flight engineer, 17 trips, 82 hours five minutes, killed),
F/O D.A.Butler, RCAF (navigator, 17 trips, 82 hours five minutes, killed), Flight Sergeant
C.F.Williamson, RCAF (bomb aimer, 17 trips, 82 hours five minutes, POW), Flight Sergeant
L.H.Hogg, RCAF (WAG, 17 trips, 82 hours five minutes, killed), Flight Sergeant J.0.Bazinet, RCAF
(mid-under gunner, two trips, 13 hours 15 minutes, POW), Sergeant J.L.M.Pare, RCAF (mid-
upper gunner, 20 trips, 96 hours 15 minutes, POW), and Sergeant C.M.Crabtree, RCAF (rear
gunner, 21 trips, 101 hours 30 minutes, killed). Sergeant Crabtree was on detachment from
No.524 Squadron, an anti-submarine unit flying Wellingtons from Bircham Newton. Flight
Sergeant Bazinet was interned in Camp 6J; F/L Galipeau was held in Camp L3, POW number
No.369; Sergeant Pare went to Camp L7, POW number 1077 with Flight Sergeant Williamson,
POW number 1088.

Directorate of History and Heritage file 181.001 D.24 has his “Loss of Bomber Aircraft”
guestionnaire based on interview of 29 May 1945. He stated he had flown 19 sorties
previously.

The operational flight was my 20™. Everything was normal until we reached
Germany. When about twenty miles or so from the target (around nine o’clock
in the morning) there was a fair amount of flak. | saw about five big explosions
ahead of me in the air which | thought might have been aircraft exploding. Then
| saw two Halifaxes spinning down, one in flames. By that time we were at the
bombing run. Just after we released the bombs we received a direct hit in the
starboard wing by flak, the shell just going through without exploding. The two
starboard boost gauges showed 6 % pounds boost after that but gthe r.p.m.
were still okay. Then the Mid-Upper spotted the fire in the wing and told me so.
The engineer told me one tank was draining fast. After that | tried to feather
starboard propellers without success. We could not put out the fire. |told the
crew we might have to bale out. The only other thing which | could do was to
take a chance and dive the aircraft a bit in hopes of blowing out the flames.
Although this was a very dangerous thing to do | decided to try it but the effort
was not successful. By that time one of the tanks which was on fire was almost
drained. | expected the aircraft to blow up at any time so reduced the speed to
about 160 m.p,h, and told the crew to do an emergency bale out so as to be out
as soon as possible. The two starboard props were just windmilling and made
the aircraft made hard to control and we were losing height fast. After | saw the
Bomb Aimer leaving | checked the intercom to see that everybody was out.
Having no answer | started to get out of my seat. | looked back and there was
quite a bit of smoke in the aircraft. | could not see anyone so | baled out. | saw
the aircraft go in a spiral and enter a thin layer of cloud (after my chute was
open). | went through the clouds after which | saw two or three other chutes.



When | got down fairly close to the ground the Germans opened up fire on me
with light machine pistol and rifle. | spilled air out of my chute and luckily
enough | reached the ground without being hit. | was captured immediately on
reaching the ground. The WOP handed me my chute. Out feet first. Fell back
on loosening quick release and became unconscious.

* k 3k k% X

GALL, F/L Robert (J120725) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.408 Squadron - Award effective 8
September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 21 September 1945 and AFRO 1704/45 dated 9
November 1945. Born 18 July 1922. Enlisted Edmonton 12 August 1941. To No.3 Manning
Depot, 26 August1941. To No.2 BGS (guard), 24 September 1941. To No.2 ITS, 10 November
1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 3 January 1942 when posted to No.15 EFTS; graduated 28
March 1942 when posted to No.3 SFTS; graduated and commissioned on 17 July 1942; to No.2
Flying Instructor School, 14 August 1942; to No.11 SFTS, 10 October 1942. Promoted Flying
Officer, 17 January 1943. To “Y” Depot, 31 October 1943; taken on strength of No.3 PRC,
Bournemouth, 15 November 1943. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 17 June 1944. Repatriated 14
May 1945. Retired 29 June 1945. Photo PL-43747 shows F/L Robert Gall (centre) checking in
with W/C Fred Sharp (extreme left). No citation other than "completed...numerous operations
against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude,
courage and devotion to duty." DHist file 181.009 D.2618 (RG.24 Vo0l.20627) has
recommendation dated 18 April 1945 when he had completed 32 sorties (207 hours) between 6
November 1944 and 4 April 1945.

Flight Lieutenant Gall has recently completed an operational tour on four-
engined bombers as pilot and captain of aircraft. At all times this officer has
displayed the highest degree of efficiency, courage and determination to
successfully complete each mission. he has participated in many raids far into
Germany, including attacks on Chemnitz, Magdeburg and Bohlen.

On one occasion he pressed home his attack on Cologne with but three
serviceable engines. Indicative of Flight Lieutenant Gall's ability is the fact that
on two occasions he was selected to lead aircraft concentrations during daylight
raids on German targets.

The sortie list follows; evidently the captain for the crew in which F/O D.L. McKinnon served:
6 November 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (5.00)

16 November 1944 - Julich (5.05)
18 November 1944 - Munster (6.00)



21 November 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (6.20)
26 November 1944 - Neuss (5.20)

18 December 1944 - Duisburg (6.30)
24 December 1944 - Dusseldorf (4.40)
28 December 1944 - Opladen (6.10)
30 December 1944 - Cologne (6.45)

2 January 1945 - Ludwigshaven (7.40)
5 January 1945 - Hanover (6.10)

13 January 1945 - Saarbrucken (7.35)
14 January 1945 - Grevenbroich (6.30)
16 January 1945 - Magdeburg (6.30)

2 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (5.50)
4 February 1945 - Bonn (6.05)

7 February 1945 - Goch (6.40)

13 February 1945 - Bohlen (8.50)

14 February 1945 - Chemnitz (8.55)
20 February 1945 - Monheim (6.20)
21 February 1945 - Worms (6.50)

24 February 1945 - Kamen (7.15)

27 February 1945 - Mainz (6.50)

1 March 1945 - Mannheim (7.20)

2 March 1945 - Cologne (5.30)

5 March 1945 - Chemnitz (9.25)

7 March 1945 - Hemmingstadt (6.00)
8 March 1945 - Hamburg (5.45)

12 March 1945 - Dortmund (6.05)

15 March 1945 - Wuppertal (6.00)

31 March 1945 - Hamburg (5.30)

4 April 1945 - Harburg (5.35)

* %k % k %k

GALL, P/O Robert Davidson (J17127) - Air Medal and Three Oak Leaf Clusters (United States) -
9th USAAF (AFRO gives unit only as "Overseas" - Award effective 20 June 1944 as per London
Gazette of that date and AFRO 1861/44 dated 25 August 1944. Born 23 July 1917. Enlisted
Regina 29 January 1941 and posted that date to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.3 SFTS (guard), 2
March 1941. To No.2 WS, 30 March 1941; promoted LAC, 1 May 1941; to No.5 BGS, 15 August
1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 15 September 1941. To “Y” Depot, 16 September
1941; to RAF overseas, 6 October 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 15 March 1942. Promoted
W02, 1 November 1942. Commissioned 3 December 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 3 June



1943. Repatriated 2 October 1943. To No.7 ITS, 11 December 1943. To No.6 EFTS, 10 March
1944. To No.3 WS, 4 May 1944; to No.10 SFTS, 11 August 1944. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 3
December 1944. Qualified as pilot, 12 January 1945. Date of release uncertain. Public Records
Office Air 2/9599 has citation from General Order No.31, HQ US Army Air Forces in the Middle
East, 28 April 1944.

For meritorious achievment while participating in aerial flights against the enemy
while on duty with the Ninth United States Air Force in the Middle East...he
having participated in three operational missions, each of 2 1/2 hours or more
duration, and four operational missions, each of less than 2 1/2 hours duration."

Same order awards Oak Leaf Cluster for "...having participated in two operational missions,
each of of 2 1/2 hours or more duration, and six operational missions, each of less than 2 1/2
hours duration."

Same order awards second Oak Leaf Cluster for "...having participated in four operational
missions, each of of 2 1/2 hours or more duration, and two operational missions, each of less
than 2 1/2 hours duration."

Same order awards third Oak Leaf Cluster for "...having participated in four operational
missions, each of of 2 1/2 hours or more duration, and two operational missions, each of less
than 2 1/2 hours duration."

* %k %k k %k

GALLAGHER, F/L Bertram Edward (J24213) - Mention in Despatches - N0.410 Squadron - Award
effective 1 January 1946 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 388/46 dated 12 April
1946. Born 25 September 1922 in North Vancouver. Delivery boy for two summers in Powell
River, chokerman in a logging cam in summer of 1941. Attending University of British Columbia
iin 1941-42 (COTC experience). Enlisted Vancouver 28 February 1942. Granted Leave Without
Pay until 28 April 1942 when posted to No.3 Manning Depot. To No.7 SFTS (guard), 22 June
1942.To No.4 ITS, 15 August 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 9 October 1942; posted next
day to No.2 AOS; graduated and commissioned 5 March 1943. To “Y” Depot, 19 March 1943;
to RAF overseas, 26 May 1943. Disembarked in Britain, 4 June 1943. To No.3 PRC,
Bournemouth, 5 June 1943. Attached to army, Horsham, 2-16 July 1943. Attending Aviation
Candidates Selection Board, 19 July to 14 August 1943. From the Board (which seems to have
been weighing his suitability for operations) he was described as “Wants to get on a fast ship -
nighter fighter” and “Not been on operations. Volunteered for N (R) because he wants
something more active than plain navigating. Very good type of young Canadian, full of fight,
but has his head well screwed on.” Promoted Flying Officer, 5 September 1943. To No.62 OTU,



21 September 1943. An interesting note from that unit states that he had worn corrective
glasses for seven years and had some difficulty with prolonged use of radar screens. To No.51
OTU, 15 November 1943. To No.410 Squadron, 29 February 1944. Promoted Flight
Lieutenant, 5 March 1945. Emplaned from Holland, 17 June 1945, arriving in Britain that day.
Repatriated 5 August 1945. Retired 18 October 1945. Unit identified in AFRO only as
"Overseas"; listed in 410 Squadron: A History. Died in Nanaimo, British Columbia, 9 November
1958, aged 35 (British Columbia Vital Statistics). RCAF photo PL-28981 (ex UK-9381 dated 1
April 1944) shows him.

Notes: Involved in crash of Mosquito MM762 at B.51 airfield, 28 September 1944. His pilot was
F/O J.W. Fullerton, neither injured. Had taken off, 2040 hours; returning to base with airborne
radar unserviceable. Return at 2200 hours.

Involved in crash of Mosquito MM757 at B.51 airfield (Lille/Venderville Nord), 5 December
1944. His pilot was F/O J.W. Fullerton, both slightly injured. Aircraft suffered engine failure and
was written off.

Upon repatriation (10 July 1945) he signed a form stating he had flown 50 sorties (133 hours 40
minutes), the last on 10 April 1945. He had also flown 223 hours 50 minutes non-operational.
Flying times given as 106 hours ten minutes on Anson and Beaufighter, 251.20 on Mosquito.
Stated he was involved in the destruction of three Ju.88s.

There is little in his file to explain why he was singled out for a Mention in Despatches. The
most detailed assessment was one on 3 October 1944 by W/C G.A. Hiltz: “A good
Navigator/Radio. Obtained an above average assessment in conversion to Mark X A.l. On the
other hand this officer is very undependable, often not turning up on time from his days off.
His use of alcohol, although not considerable, still interfere with his work. Has two Hun aircraft
to his credit.”

Brother a pilot in RCAF.

* %k % k %k

GALLAGHER, FS John Francis (R100487) - Mention in Despatches - No.26 Operational Training
Unit - Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 425/45
dated 9 March 1945. Born in Winnipeg, 11 June 1919. Enlisted 15 April 1941 in Winnipeg as
Radar Mechanic. To No.4A Manning Depot, 6 May 1941. To McGill University, 31 May 1941.
Promoted LAC, 20 October 1941. To No.1 Manning Depot, 25 October 1941. To No.31 Radio
School, 30 October 1941. To “Y” Depot, date uncertain. To RAF overseas, 7 January 1942.
Promoted Corporal, 1 February 1942. Promoted Sergeant, 1 April 1943. Promoted Flight



Sergeant, 11 November 1944, Repatriated 13 August 1945. Retired 2 October 1945. He spent
most of his working life with Imperial Qil starting in Winnipeg in 1951 and moving to Edmonton
in 1972; retired 1983. Died in Edmonton, 2 October 2007.

* %k 3k k X

GALLAGHER, S/L Norman Joseph (C9371) - Mention in Despatches - Croft - Award effective 14
June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1395/45 dated 31 August 1945. Born
24 May 1917 in Coatbridge, Great Britain. Home in Swift Current, Saskatchewan; ordained a
priest, 29 March 1941. Enlisted in Regina, 14 October 1941 with rank of Honorary Flight
Lieutenant. A Catholic chaplain, he had been educated at University of Ottawa and Gravelbourg
Theological Seminary. To No.39 SFTS, 28 November 1941. To No.1 Manning Depot, 12 April
1942. To Technical Training School, 24 April 1942. To No.2 Manning Depot, 2 September 1942.
To “Y” Depot, 15 August 1943. To United Kingdom, 15 September 1943 for service at RCAF
Overseas Headquarters. Promoted Honorary Squadron Leader, 16 September 1943. To No.128
Airfield, 3 January 1944. To No.39 Wing., 12 May 1944. Served in France, 30 June 1944 to 13
January 1945. On strength of RCAF Overseas Headquarters, 24 January 1945. To No.64 Base
(Station Croft), 13 February 1945. To No.3 Personnel Reception Centre, 25 May 1945.
Repatriated 25 September 1945. To No.1 Air Command, 6 October 1945. To No.1 SFTS, Camp
Borden, 10 November 1945. To Trenton, 10 January 1946. To Technical Training School,
Aylmer, 28 March 1946 To Trenton, 7 July 1946. To Camp Borden, 18 July 1946. To Trenton, 1
October 1946 where he became one of two serving chaplains who remained in the RCAF after
the war (24331 on 1 October 1946 in rank of Honorary Flight Lieutenant). To Station Rockcliffe,
4 March 1947. Promoted Honorary Squadron Leader, 1 January 1949. To Air Transport
Command, Rockcliffe, 21 July 1949. To Air Transport Command Headquarters, Lachine, 10
August 1951. To AFHQ (Air member for Personnel Division), 6 October 1952. To No.1 Air
Division, Metz, 13 April 1953. To Air Defence Headquarters, St. Hubert, 16 October 1954.
Promoted Honorary Wing Commander, 1 January 1956. To No.1 Air Division Headquarters
again, 11 October 1962. To AFHQ, Ottawa, 31 July 1963. To retirement leave, 11 September
1963, ending 5 March 1964 and became Bishop. Appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Montreal, 28
October 1966. Appointed Bishop of Thunder Bay, 16 April 1970. Died in Thunder Bay, 28
December 1975, No citation in AFRO or biographical file. DHist file 181.009 D.4364 (RG.24
Vo0l.20648) gives unit and has recommendation submitted 3 May 1945, CO Croft to CO No.64
Base. This form states he had enlisted 7 April 1942, had served five months in Canada and 20
months overseas.

After a long tour of duty in 2nd Tactical Air Force this Chaplain arrived at this unit
only a few months ago. Already his understanding, sympathy and kindly good
humour have made him endeared to all. Always helpful and encouraging, he has



done much for morale on this unit. His interest in all phases of station activity is
a further example of his service contribution.

Selected Assessments:

“This officer is above average as a chaplain.” (F/L F.T. Moyle, Technical Training School, 2
September 1942). To this (same date), W/C J.H. Keens adds, “Somewhat shy at first but
appears to have attributes of a successful service padre. Is sincere and has a very pleasant
manner.”

“Through his loyalty, tact and common sense he was of great assistance in maintaining morale”
(W/CR.C.A. Waddell, No.39 Wing, 8 February 1945)

“His exceptional wit and sense of humour is not frequently found in padres.” (G/C H.H.C.
Rutledge, Station Trenton, 31 December 1946)

“Squadron Leader Gallagher is an extremely capable chaplain. In the role of Station Chaplain at
Rockcliffe he carried out his duties so well as to become almost a legend. In his role of
Command Chaplain he also distinguished himself. This officer has an exceptionally fine
personality, a keen sense of humour and a great capacity for work. He is well liked by
personnel of all denominations. He keeps well informed on all subjects and displays a broad-
minded attitude in discussion. Recommended for promotion without hesitation.” (W/C J.T.
McCutcheon, Air Transport Command Headquarters, 20 October 1952).

“Without assistance for the past year, Wing Commander Gallagher has quietly and with great
devotion served the needs of this Command. He has a strong character, ready wit and broad
understanding. Underneath is a humble man of God. No chaplain that | have known in the

service is better qualified for the task at any level of responsibility.” (G/C R.D.P. Blagrave, Air

Defence Command Headquarters, 27 December 1960)
* k 3k 3k %

GALLANT, Corporal Joseph Levi Rudolphe (R99312) - Mention in Despatches - No.422 Squadron
- Award effective 14 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1647/45 dated 26
October 1945. Born 17 April 1923. Enlisted in Moncton, 26 May 1941. Retired 26 October
1945. Rejoined RCAF, 3 September 1954 (229826); retired 14 December 1970, settling in
Moncton. No citation. Unit identified only as "Overseas" in AFRO; Squadron ORB dated 25 June
1945 mentions the award.
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GALLANT, P/O Joseph Ulysse Edmond (J92680) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.432 Squadron -
Award effective 5 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 20 July 1945 and AFRO 1619/45 dated
19 October 1945. Born 26 October 1922 Moncton, New Brunswick. Enlisted there 7 January
1941 as Clerk and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.8 SFTS, 19 February 1941. Promoted
AC1, 7 April 1941. Promoted LAC, 1 October 1941. To “Y” Depot, 28 November 1941; to RAF
overseas, 12 December 1941. Remustered to aircew and repatriated via Rockcliffe, 5 August
1943. To No.5 Manning Depot, 6 September 1943. To Technical Training School, 26 September
1943. To No.9 BGS, 12 November 1943; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 11 February 1944.
To No.4 Aircrew Graduate Training School, 25 February 1944. To “Y” Depot, Lachine, 22 March
1944. Taken on strength of No.3 PRC, 30 March 1944. Commissioned 9 November 1944.
Promoted Flying Officer, 9 May 1945. Repatriated 13 June 1945 and posted to Yarmouth for
Tiger Force training. Retired 21 November 1945. No citation other than "completed...numerous
operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost
fortitude, courage and devotion to duty". DHist file 181.009 D.2618 (RG.24 Vo0l.20627) has
recommendation dated 27 March 1945 (name given as Joseph Edmond Ulysse) when he had
flown 34 sorties (205 hours 55 minutes), 6 October 1944 to 21 February 1945.

This officer has completed thirty-four operational sorties over the most heavily
defended targets in the Ruhr and Germany as a rear gunner. On two separate
occasions the aircraft in which he was flying was attacked by enemy fighters, but
the fine offensive spirit and actions of this gunner saved the crew from probable
danger. Pilot Officer Gallant has displayed great coolness and courage which
inspired the crew with confidence. By his keenness and professional knowledge
he has set a splendid example to all gunners in his squadron.

For his inspiring example, his fine record of achievement and devotion to duty,
this officer is strongly recommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying
Cross (Non-Immediate).

The sortie list was as follows:

6 October 1944 - Dortmund (5.25)

9 October 1944 - Bochum (6.30)

12 October 1944 - Wanne Eickel (4.55, day)
23 October 1944 - Essen (5.00)

25 October 1944 - Homburg (5.15, day)

30 October 1944 - Cologne (5.55)

1 November 1944 - Oberhausen (6.00, day)
2 November 1944 - Dusseldorf (5.30)

4 November 1944 - Bochum (5.25)



6 November 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (4.50, day)
16 November 1944 - Julich (4.50, day)

18 November 1944 - Munster (5.55, day)
21 November 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (6.30)
27 November 1944 - Neuss (5.20)

18 December 1944 - Duisburg (5.55)

24 December 1944 - Dusseldorf (4.20, day)
28 December 1944 - Opladen (6.00)

29 December 1944 - Troisdorf (6.35)

30 December 1944 - Colohne (6.15)

2 January 1945 - Ludwigshaven (7.00)

3 January 1945 - Hanover (5.30)

6 January 1945 - Hanau (6.45)

13 January 1945 - Saarbrucken (6.45)

14 January 1945 - Grevenbrioch (6.10)

1 February 1945 - Mainz (6.35)

2 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (5.45)

4 February 1945 - Osterfeld (6.10)

7 February 1945 - Goch (5.40)

8 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (6.05)

13 February 1945 - Bohlen (8.45)

14 February 1945 - Chemnitz (8.25)

17 February 1945 - Wessel (5.35, day)

20 February 1945 - Monheim (7.10)

21 February 1945 - Worms (7.10)

* %k %k k %k

GALLEN, F/O Robert Muir (J26811) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.420 Squadron - Award
effective 1 December 1944 as per London Gazette dated 8 December 1944 and AFRO 337/45
dated 23 February 1945. Born 9 June 1922 at Windsor, Ontario. Gas station attendant.
Enlisted there 30 April 1942 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.4 Manning Depot, 25
June 1942. To No.5 Manning Depot, 7 August 1942. To No.3 ITS, 29 August 1942; graduated
and promoted LAC, 24 October 1942 but not posted to No.4 EFTS until 21 November 1942; may
have graduated 29 January 1943 but not posted to No.8 SFTS until 6 February 1943; graduated
and commissioned 28 May 1943. To No.1 GRS, 4 June 1943. To No.31 OTU, 6 August 1943. To
“Y” Depot, 2 November 1943. Taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 23 November
1943 but actually embarked from Canada 24 November 1943 and disembarked un Britain 1
December 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 28 November 1943. To No.6 (Pilots) AFU, 11 January
1944. Attached to No.1517 Beam Approach Training Flight, 7-14 February 1944. To No.24 OTU,



22 February 1944. To No.61 Base, 17 May 1944. Attached to No.1664 Conversion Unit, 17 May
to 15 June 1944. To N0.420 Squadron, 15 June 1944. To No.62 Base, 9 October 1944.
Repatriated 2 August 1945. Retired 3 October 1945. Died in Owen Sound, Ontario, 31 July
1994 as per Legion Magazine of November-December 1994 and Royal Canadian Legion “Last
Post” website. No citation other than "..in recognition of gallantry and devotion to duty in the
execution of air operations against the enemy." DHist file 181.009 D.1730 (RG.24 Vol.20607)
has recommendation dated 19 September 1944 when he had flown 32 sorties (152 hours five
minutes) in tour lasting 16 June to 16 September 1944.

Flying Officer Gallen's skill, coolness and presence of mind on operations have
been an inspiration to his crew and the squadron as a whole. Though detailed to
attack some of the enemy's most heavily defended targets, Flying Officer Galen
with complete disregard of all defences never once failed to reach his objective
and successfully bomb it. This officer's tenacity, endurance and fine offensive
spirit have been an example to all and it is recommended that he be awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross.

The sortie list was as follows:

16 June 1944 - Sautrecourt (4.00, second pilot)
23 June 1944 - Bientque (4.05)

24 June 1944 - Bientque (4.25)

27 June 1944 - Foret d’Eauvy (4.15)

1 July 1944 - Biennais (4.30)

3 July 1944 - Biennais (3.50)

6 July 1944 - Coquereaux (4.25)

7 July 1944 - Caen (5.05)

12 July 1944 - Thiverny (4.25)

17 July 1944 - Caen A.1 (4.40)

18 July 1944 - Wesseling (5.25)

20 July 1944 - Ferme de Forestel (3.50)
31 July 1944 - Oeuf en Ternois (4.35)

3 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (4.55)
4 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (4.45)

5 August 1944 - St. Lieu d’Esserent (4.45)
7 August 1944 - La Hogue (4.15)

8 August 1944 - Foret de Chantilly (5.35)
9 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.55)
10 August 1944 - La Pallice (6.35)

12 August 1944 - Falaise (4.25)



15 August 1944 - Brussels/Melsbroeck (4.05)
16 August 1944 - Kiel (5.35)

18 August 1944 - Connantre (6.40)

25 August 1944 - Brest (5.15)

31 August 1944 - |le de Cezembre (4.35)

9 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.25)

10 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.15)

11 September 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (5.25)
12 September 1944 - Wanne Eickel (5.15)
15 September 1944 - Kiel (6.20)

16 September 1944 - Boulogne (3.55)

Training: Interviewed in Windsor, 3 January 1942 by F/L H.E. Fleming - “Alert, quiet, sturdy
type, pleasant, cooperative, good material for aircrew. |

Attended No.3 ITS, 31 August to 23 October 1942. Courses in Mathematics (79 percent), Law
and Discipline (88 percent), Navigation (70 percent), Airmanship (81 percent), Anti-Gas (96
percent), Armament, written (60 percent). Aircraft Recognition (81 percent), Drill (97 percent),
Signals, written (100 percent), Meteorology (58 percent). Placed 43™ in a class of 114. “Alert,
intelligent, quick to absorb instruction. Serious and steady. Defendable. Intelligent.”

Attended No.4 EFTS, Windsor Mills, 23 November 1942 to 29 January 1943. Tiger Moth aircraft
(30.40 day dual including 10.20 day dual to first solo, 31.45 day solo, 3.15 night dual, 45
minutes night solo. Flew 7.25 on instruments. Navigation flying was 2.20 dual, 4.10 solo. Logged
ten hours in Link. Courses in Navigation, Airmanship, Armament (written and practical), Aircraft
Recognition, and Signals. Graduated 13™ in a class of 14. “Practice in general flying should help
this type of student to do well in advanced aircraft.” Ground School comment was “A poor type
of student. Careless about details, careless in appearance. All subjects low average except
signals. Did not apply himself.”

Course at No.8 SFTS, Moncton was 8 February to 28 May 1943. Anson Il aircraft (64.30 day dual
including 4.50 dual to first solo, 75.35 day solo, ten hours night dual, ten hours night solo.

Flying included 13.55 in formation. Flew 26.05 on instruments. Navigation exercises were 19.20
dual, 16.40 solo. Logged 20 hours in Link. Courses in Navigation, Airmanship, Armament,
written and practical, Aircraft Recognition, Signals, written and practical, and Meteorology.
Placed 25%™ in a class of 48. “High average pilot. Good commission material.”

Course at No.31 OTU was 9-18 October 1943. These dates seem very brief, given his posting
dates and time flown on Hudson aircraft - 16.30 day dual, 59.50 day solo (as first pilot), 7.10 day
as second pilot, 2.00 night dual, 13.35 night as first pilot, 55 minutes night as second pilot plus



16 hours in Link. Bombing exercises limited due to shortage of practice bombs. Fired 800
rounds, air-to-air and 1,000 rounds air-to-sea. Courses in Navigation, Signals, Armament.
Airmanship, Ship Recognition, Meteorology, Photography, Intelligence, Tactics and Coding.

Course at No.6 (Pilots) AFU was 11 January to 22 February 1944. Oxford aircraft (five hours dual
to first solo, 10.45 dual, 2.25 solo, all by day. Tested in General Flying (240/400), Applied Flying
(120/200), and Instrument Flying (no night or Link work). “This pilot has done only a short
course and during that time much bad weather was experienced, so that his low marks do not
reflect his true ability which slowed signs of being Good Average.’ (S/L M. Papworth, 21
February 1944).

Course at No.1517 Beam Approach Training Flight was 7-14 February 1944. Oxford aircraft
(11.25, all beam flying) plus five hours in Link. Marked on Beam Approach Procedure and “Q”
Codes (132/200), Receiver Operation (65/100), Instrument Flying (160/250), Cloud Flying
(140/250) and General Application of Beam Approach Procedure (130/200). “Made good use of
a short course. Keen and did quite well.” (F/L F.D. Armstrong).

Course at No.24 OTU was 22 February to 2 May 1944. Whitley V aircraft (2.30 day dual to first
solo. 5.10 total day dual, 5.25 as second pilot by day, 33.05 as captain by day, two hours night
dual to first night solo, 4.50 total night dual, 6.35 night as second pilot, 29.00 night as captain).
Logged 14.50 in Link. Carried out four day cross-country and three night cross-country flights
above 10,000 feet; flew one Nickel operation and one Bullseye. Did three daylight fighter
affiliations and two night fighter affiliations. Flying Tests in General Flying (280/400), Applied
Flying (140/200), Instrument Flying (150/250), Night Flying (60/100), and Link (30/50). Ground
course tests in Airmanship (243/300), Meteorology (48/100), Navigation (120/200), and Signals
(54/100). “An excellent captain who has gained the full confidence of his crew. A good average
pilot who took just the average type of time to convert to heavies.” (W/C G.A. Roy, Chief
Instructor, 2 May 1944).

Course at No.1664 Conversion Unit was 18 May to 14 June 1944. Flew 43.45 hours. “High
average pilot - not afraid of work and can be depended on. Had no trouble converting to Halifax
aircraft.” (S/L N. Smith, “A” Flight Commander).

Note - his crew included P/O W. Downey as Navigator - later awarded DFC. Summary of course
at No.1664 Conversion Unit was as follows:

30 May 1944 - Exercise 1 - Familiarization (2.45, day).
30 May 1944 - Exercise 2 - Dual, circuits and landings (2.00, day). Instructor comments, “Taxies
fairly well. Take-offs good. Circuit generally pretty fair - no trouble with landings.”



31 May 1944 - Exercises 3 and 4 - Dual, circuits and landings overshoot procedure; Dual, three
engine flying, including one demonstration landing and at least one landing by pupil at controls
before going solo (2.00, day - a lot of work in that time). Instructor comments, “Showed steady
improvement. 3-engine procedure and landing good. Could use less brake in taxying.”

1 June 1944 - Exercises 4 and five - Dual, three engine flying, including one demonstration
landing and at least one landing by pupil at controls before going solo; solo, circuits and landing
(30 minutes dual, 50 minutes solo). Instructor comments, “Good 3-engine landing and
overshoots. Good crew cooperation.”

2 June 1944 - Exercises 6, 7 and 8 - Dual check including overshoot procedure; solo, circuits and
landings, three-engine flying; solo, circuits and landings, Central flying and SBA practice (50
minutes dual, 3.35 solo, all by day)..

3 June 1944 - Exercises 9 and 10 - Dual, three-engine landings, and overshoots, two-engine
flying; solo with complete crew, bombing and W/T practice, Gee and map reading (1.15 dual,
2.20 solo, all by day). Instructor comments, “No trouble with three-engine flying or
overshoots.”

5 June 1944 - Exercise 11 - Solo with complete crew, air-to-air firing, general flying (2.15 solo,
day).

6 June 1944 - Exercise 14 - solo with complete crew, bombing, SBA practice (2.55 solo, day).

6 June 1944 - Exercise 15 - Dual, night circuits and landings, to be completed in two nights with
a check dual the second night prior to solo (25 minutes, night)

7 June 1944 - Exercises 12 and 13 - Dual complete crew, fighter affiliation; solo, complete crew,
fighter affiliation; three engine flying, SBA (1.15 dual, 1.05 solo, all by day). Instructor
comments, “Had a bit of trouble at first in finding the correct position to start checking.
Improved after a few circuits. Sent solo.”

7 June 1944 - Exercises 15 and 16 - Dual, night circuits and landings, to be completed in two
nights with a check dual the second night prior to solo; solo, circuits and landings (2.25 dual,
1.20 solo at night).

11 June 1944 - Exercise 17 - Solo, complete crew, night cross-country (6.30 night solo)

12 June 1944 - Exercise 18 - Solo, complete crew, night cross-country, night bombing (5.55
night solo).

13 June 1944 - Exercise 19 - Solo, complete crew, night cross-country (6.05, night).

Further assessed as follows: “High average pilot. Has excellent crew control. Very keen and can
be depended on to carry out any detail.”

* %k % k %k

GALLICANO, F/0O Joseph Norman (J88748) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.514 Squadron -
Award effective 23 November 1945 as per London Gazette of 7 December 1945 and AFRO
244/46 dated 8 March 1946. Born 19 March 1920 Nelson, British Columbia. Enlisted in Calgary,



15 December 1941 and posted to No.3 Manning Depot. To No.3 SFTS (guard), 27 March 1942.
To No.4 ITS, 9 May 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 3 July 1942 but not posted to No.5 EFTS
until 21 August 1942; graduated 23 October 1942 and posted next day to No.7 SFTS; graduated
and promoted Sergeant, 18 February 1943. To “Y” Depot, 5 March 1943; to RAF overseas, 8
March 1943. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 19 August 1943. Commissioned 5 August 1944,
Promoted Flying Officer, 5 February 1945. Repatriated 8 July 1945. To Western Air Command,
20 July 1945. To No.6 OTU, 6 December 1945. To Western Air Command Headquarters, 31
January 1946. Retired 6 April 1946.

This officer has completed a number of sorties against many varied targets in
Germany and the Occupied Countries. Most of these were heavily defended and
on many occasions his aircraft was severely damaged by anti-aircraft fire. In
February 1945, while attacking Osterfeld, the starboard outer engine of his
aircraft was hit and set on fire. Flying Officer Gallicano managed to extinguish
the fire and successfully complete his mission. His skill, determination and
devotion to duty have been worthy of the highest praise.

* %k k %k %

GALLIVER, Sergeant William Thomas (R86558) - Air Medal (United States) - No.82 Squadron,
USAAF - Award effective 13 March 1943 as per AFRO 616/43 dated 9 April 1943. Born 11 April
1921 in Edmonton; home there (clerk). Enlisted in Edmonton, 27 December 1940 and posted to
No.2 Manning Depot. To No.10 Repair Depot, 31 January 1941. To No.2 WS, 30 March 1941.
Promoted LAC, 1 May 1941. To No.5 BGS, 15 August 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant,
15 September 1941. To Embarkation Depot, 16 September 1941; to RAF overseas, 6 October
1941. To No.1 Signal School, 11 November 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 15 March 1942. To
RAF Station Heboan (?), 30 March 1942. To Middle East, 19 June 1942. Attached to 12t
Bombardment Group, 12 August 1942 although formal posting to No.205 Group is dated 23
August 1942 and to No.250 Group, 28 September 1942. Promoted W02, 1 November 1942.
Commissioned 3 December 1942 as per orders dated 30 August 1943. To RAF Station Ismailia,
6 December 1942. Repatriated via Rockcliffe, 2 June 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 3 June
1943. To Western Air Command, 29 July 1943. To No.115 Squadron, 14 August 1943.
Remustered for pilot training and posted to No.4 ITS, Edmonton, 13 January 1944. To No.24
EFTS, Abbotsford, 8 April 1944. To No.5 EFTS, High River, 2 June 1944. To No.2 WS, Calgary, 11
August 1944. To No.23 EFTS, Davidson, 2 December 1944. To No.18 SFTS, 2 February 1945.
Qualified as pilot, 13 July 1945. Released 17 September 1945. Rejoined RCAF, 11 September
1947 (20341) with No.418 (Auxiliary) Squadron, in rank of Flying Officer. Promoted Flight
Lieutenant, 1 January 1954; attending Summer Camp, 3-17 July 1954, No.18 Wing Summer
Camp, 17-23 July 1955, No.23 Wing Summer Camp, 30 June to 15 July 1956. Further Special
Duty with No.23 Wing, 22-23 September 1956 and 20-30 November 1956. To No.18 Wing



Headquarters, 2 June 1957. Serving at Whitehorse, 30 June to 7 July 1957. Returned to
strength of N0.418 Squadron, 20 July 1958. Retired 15 October 1958. Died 25 July 1982.

For services on the 16th of December, 1942, when his aircraft was badly
damaged by flak; though wounded in the leg and nearly asphyxiated by petrol
fumes, he lowered the landing wheels and flaps by the handgear, thus making
possible the safe landing of the aircraft and crew.

NOTE: Public Records Office Air 2/9599 has more detailed citation as transmitted from RAF HQ
Middle East, 10 January 1943.

For meritorious achievement while participating in an aerial flight. On December
16, 1942, while on an operational mission as a crew member, his airplane was
badly damaged by anti-aircraft fire and he was wounded in the leg. When the
home base was reached he, disregarding his wound and condition of near
asphixiation from gasoline fumes, succeeded in hand cranking the landing
wheels and flaps down. His disregard for his own injury and his devotion to duty
made possible the safe landing of the aircraft and crew.

He was one of at least eight RCAF radio aircrew, originally en route to India via North Africa,
who where assigned to the 12" Bomb Group which had arrived overseas without their radio
officers. They were divided among the four squadrons, he going to the 82" “Bulldog”
Squadron. A longer list of RCAF personnel with the 12t Bomb Group offers the following
names:

ANDERSON, Sgt (now P/O) Trevor Maxwell (R87853/117875), decorated

BROWN, F/O (now F/L) Joseph Alfred (J17884) Sarnia, Ontario - decorated

CARR, P/0O Alexander Lawrence (J117877) - decorated

CRUIKSHANK, P/O Donald Herbert (J17887) St.John, New Brunswick - decorated
EMERY, F/O (now F/L) Charles Emile Michel (J18025) Westmount, Quebec - decorated
FLECK, P/O Carl Sidney (J17125) Middle Stewiake, Nova Scotia - decorated

FRASER, Sergeant (now F/L) David Scott (R77814/117879) Calgary, Alberta - decorated
FRY, F/Sgt Cyril James Howard (R67842, killed in action) Amherstburg, Ontario

GALL, P/O Robert Davidson (J17127) Saskatoon, Saskatchewan - decorated

GALLIVER, Sergeant William Thomas (R86558) - decorated

HALL, F/O (now F/L) Stewart Llewelyn (J17882) St.Catharines, Ontario - decorated
HENRY Sgt., Hank (POW) Montreal, Quebec

LAMOUREUX, P/O Alexander Paul (J17130) Edmonton, Alberta - decorated

MacLEAN, F/O (now F/L) Cornelius (J18373) Stelerton, Nova Scotia - decorated
MARTIN, F/O Anthony Arthur (J17876) Squamish, British Columbia - decorated



MARTINO, P/O George William (J17880) Montreal, Quebec - decorated

MIRON, F/O Wilfred Arthur James (J17883) Toronto, Ontario - decorated

PARADIS, P/O Joseph Jean Paul (J17129) Quebec, Quebec - decorated

RENNIE, P/O Henry Thompson (J17126, (killed in action) Elora, Ontario - decorated
ROBERTSON, P/O Forbes (J17881, killed in action) Saskatoon, Saskatchewan - decorated
ROBERTSON, P/O Ronald Douglas (J17128) Roblin, Manitoba - decorated

SIBBALD, P/O Roy Everett (J17878) Cochrane, Alberta - decorated

A letter dated 5 June 1943 (W/C D.S. Patterson, RCAF Liaison, Middle East to AFHQ Ottawa)
with reference to Fleck, Martino and Galliver, reads in part:

These WO/AGs were in continuous operations with the 12" Bombardment
Group, USAAF from the last of August to the completion of the African Campaign
on May 13™. The American Authorities were high in their praise of the excellent
work and devotion to duty of these RCAF wireless operators and have also
recommended the two Sergeants for commissioned rank.

Pilot Officer Fleck and Sergeants Galliver and Martino have now completed a
tour of operations along with other American members of their crews, and as
the American members are being repatriated to the United States, in
appreciation of their fine work the American Authorities have particularly
requested that these Canadians be permitted to return to Canada with their
fellow crew members. This request was discussed with Headquarters, RAF
Middle East who are in complete agreement and have authorized their return to
Canada. Accordingly, arrangements have been made for these WO/AGs to
proceed to the United States as passengers on aircraft of the USAAF and onward
passage to report to the RCAF Repatriation Pool, Rockcliffe, Ottawa.

The work of these WO/AGs was wholly on B-25 Mitchells equipped with .50
calibre Browning guns, General Electric Transmitters and Belmont Receivers. The
question of the future employment in Canada of these WO/AGs was discussed
with the American Authorities with the following recommendations:

J17125 P/O C.S. Fleck - Recommended for remustering and training as pilot.

Can R70435 Sergeant G.W, Martino - Instructor on American type aircraft and
equipment or employment American type aircraft coastal patrol.
Can R86558 Sergeant W.T. Galliver - Instructor on American type aircraft and
equipment or employment American type aircraft coastal patrol.



A record of his flying to the end of December 1956 noted that as a Radio Officer he had flown
on the following types: Tiger Moth (6.30), Norseman (4.00), Fairey Battle (12.55), B-25 (349.55),
Ventura (71.35), Harvard (11.40) and Expeditor (13.20). As pilot he had flown Cornell (79.45),
Anson (150.10), Mitchell (474.25), Harvard (2.15) and Expeditor (2.15).

Selected Assessments: “A keen, enthusiastic WOAG. Has overseas experience and will form an
invaluable aircrew member of this squadron. Recommended for retention in the Service and
for appointment to the rank of Temporary Flying Officer.” (S/L T.H. Christie, No.115 Squadron,
8 September 1943).

“This officer is one of the old Squadron stand-bys; can always be depended on to perform his
regular duties as well as extra curricular activities such as air searches, entertainment, etc. He
is conspicuously enthusiastic and cooperative and proving to be one of our best crew captains.
His organizing ability and leadership are well above average but his administrative ability needs
developing. He has a pleasing personality, is well spoken and well educated.” (F/L .S.W. Harvey,
No.418 Squadron, 10 December 1953).

Pilot Training

Course at No.4 ITS was 17 January to 24 March 1944. Courses in Aircraft Recognition (86/100),
Armament (95/100), Principles of Flight (100/150), Engines (54/100), Law, Discipline,
Administration and Organization (66/100), Mathematics (41/100 and 53/100), Meteorology
(84/100), Navigation (102/150), Signals (50/100). “Intelligent and studious with good
motivation. Slow to accept responsibility. Remuster WAG, pleasant, modest, cooperative.
Overseas service in North Africa. Somewhat introvert. Not a student.”

No record on file of the course he took at No.24 EFTS.

Course at No.5 EFTS was 3-28 July 1944. Flew Cornell aircraft - 12 hours only. Placed 23 in a
class of 39. “A keen officer, willing and pleasant with high average Ground School ability.” (F/O
W.A. Holden). Report on actual flying read, “Coordination good - spinning good - take-offs have
improved greatly - landing are safe though is inclined to level off too high - good corrective
action. Ready to solo at 8.30 hours.”

* %k %k k %k

GALLOWAY, W/C Donald Eaton (C378) - Mention in Despatches - No.2 Group Headquarters
(now WAC) - Award effective 8 June 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO
1380/44 dated 30 June 1944. Born in Montreal, 17 September 1915. Educated at Belwing
House (Montreal), Trinity College (Port Hope) and Appleby School (Oakville). Home in Toronto;



enlisted there in RCAF Auxiliary, 1 January 1935 on appointment to No.10 (Army Cooperation)
Squadron, wings in 1937. Transferred to Regular Force in December 1939. A pre-war TCA pilot,
he took further pilot training before posting No.120 (BR) Squadron, 18 March 1941 (Squadron
Leader since 1 March 1941). To No.13 Operational Training Squadron, 7 March 1942 for duty as
Chief Flying Instructor. To Western Air Command Headquarters, 26 March 1942 for duties as
liaison officer, Seattle, Washington. To No.13 Operational Training Squadron again, 4 July 1942.
To Boundary Bay, 12 July 1942. Promoted Wing Commander, 5 November 1942. To No.2
Group Headquarters, 30 September 1943. To Western Air Command Headquarters, 15 March
1944. To Toronto for War Staff College, 31 March 1944. To Western Air Command
Headquarters, 2 June 1944. To AFHQ, Ottawa, 7 September 1944. To No.9 (Transport) Group
Headquarters, 5 February 1945. Became a senior staff officer in various commands to 1946.
Sent to UK for further staff training including combined operations and land-air warfare.
Returned to Canada in 1948 to serve at AFHQ in Directorate of Air Training. Transferred April
1951 to RCAF maritime OTU, Greenwood, and later CO of No.404 Squadron. Posted in June
1954 to staff duties in Maritime Air Command Headquarters, Halifax. Promoted Group Captain,
1 July 1955. Died in Ottawa, 12 September 1981 as per Airforce Magazine of December 1981.
As of MiD date he had flown 2,361:55 hours, 212 operational hours (47 sorties). Photo PL-944
taken in 1940; PL-57202 is a portrait taken in 1951. PL-128006 is a portrait taken at Penhold in
1959.

This officer, as Commanding Officer of an operational station and Senior Air Staff
Officer in the Command, has displayed outstanding ability, enthusiasm and
devotion to duty in the execution of his work.

GALLOWAY, W/C Donald Eaton (C378) - Member, Order of the British Empire - No.9
(Transport) Group - Award effective 13 June 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO
660/46 dated 5 July 1946. Governor General's Records (RG.7 Group 26, Volume 60, File 190-I,
dossier 9) has citation to MBE. Enlisted 1 January 1935.

This officer has carried out the duties of Overseas Wing Commander and later of
Domestic Wing Commander on the staff of No.9 (Transport) Group. The former
entailed the control of transport squadrons employed on the Armed Forces mail
service, Army supplies to the European continent and the Middle East. In
addition, Wing Commander Galloway has been largely responsible for the
original planning and operation of the Royal Canadian Air Force air supply to
Exercise "Musk Ox", which, to date, has been a most successful operation. The
above duties have required untiring effort and devotion to duty well above a
normal requirement. He has most cheerfully accepted long hours and heavy
responsibilities, showing a loyalty to the service that has been inspiring to all
who have worked with him.
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GALLOWAY, P/O lan MacBean (J85386) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.428 Squadron - Award
effective 1 December 1944 as per London Gazette dated 12 December 1944 and AFRO 337/45
dated 23 February 1945. Born 12 February1915 in Toronto, Ontario. Enlisted there 6 July 1942.
To No.1 Manning Depot, 9 September 1942. To No.5 SFTS (guard), 23 November 1942. Tp No.9
Pre-Aircrew Education Detachment, 21 February 1943. To Trenton, 20 March 1943. To No.3
BGS, 1 May 1943; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 11 June 1943. To “Y” Depot, 20 June
1943; to United Kingdom, 22 June 1943. Further trained at No.22 OTU, Wellesbourne.
Commissioned 12 March 1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 12 September 1944. Repatriated 23
March 1945. Retired 19 May 1945. Died in Mississauga, Ontario, 4 January 1993 as per Legion
Magazine of November 1993. No citation other than "..in recognition of gallantry and devotion
to duty in the execution of air operations against the enemy." DHist file 181.009 D.3260 (RG.24
Vol.20637) has recommendation dated 12 September 1944 when he had flown 39 sorties (233
hours 35 minutes). These included six trips with No.428 (18 November 1943 to 6 January
1944), three with No.405 (27 January, 28 January and 15 February 1944) and a further 30
sorties with N0.428 (13 March to 6 September 1944).

As air gunner, Pilot Officer Galloway has taken part in thirty-nine sorties,
including four attacks on Berlin and raids on Ludwigshaven, Frankfurt, Stuttgart,
Emden, and various French targets, and Gardening on these sorties. Pilot Officer
Galloway has demonstrated great coolness, determination and efficiency. On
the ground he has shown a keen desire to serve and as Deputy Gunnery Leader,
has shown great initiative and administrative ability furthering the interests of
the section and the squadron as a whole.

The sortie list was as follows:

18 November 1943 - Ludwigshaven (7.05)

22 November 1943 - Berlin (8.05)

25 November 1943 - Frankfurt (8.40)

26 November 1943 - Stuttgart (8.40)

29 December 1943 - Berlin (8.40)

6 January 1944 - Gardening (7.40)
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27 January 1944 - Berlin (8.05)

28 January 1944 - Berlin (4.45, duty not carried out)
15 February 1944 - Berlin (6.35)
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13 March 1944 - Le Mans (6.30)

22 March 1944 - Gardening (7.25)
23 March 1944 - Laon (6.20)

25 March 1944 - Aulnoye (6.05)

26 March 1944 - Courtrai (5.15)

29 March 1944 - Paris (6.10)

9 April 1944 - Lille (4.45)

20 April 1944 - Lens (5.05)

22 April 1944 - Lens (6.05)

23 April 1944 - Gardening (6.50)

24 April 1944 - Villeneuve (5.45)

27 April 1944 - Aulnoye (5.15)

30 April 1944 - Gardening (6.35)

9 May 1944 - Gardening (5.50)

10 May 1944 - Ghent (5.00)

12 May 1944 - Gardening (4.00)

21 May 1944 - Gardening (5.10)

22 May 1944 - Gardening (4.55)

24 May 1944 - Trouville (4.45)

11 June 1944 - Gardening (6.55)

12 June 1944 - Gardening (7.30)

14 June 1944 - St. Pol (4.15)

15 June 1944 - Boulogne (4.15)

16 June 1944 - Duisburg (4.45)

21 June 1944 - St. Martin (4.15, day)
23 June 1944 - Bientques (4.15)

24 June 1944 - Bamieres (4.40)

3 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (5.20, day)
14 August 1944 - Soesterburg (4.20, day)
27 August 1944 - Mimoyeques (3.30, day)
6 September 1944 - Emden (4.05)

Note: For a Combat Report involving him whilst in No.405 Squadron, 15/16 February 1944, see
entry for F/O D.E. Biden, RCAF

* %k % k %k

GALLOWAY, Sergeant Joseph Edgar (R64480, later J18296) - Distinguished Flying Medal -
No.408 Squadron - Award effective 26 December 1942 as per London Gazette dated 29
December 1942 and AFRO 232/43 dated 12 February 1943. Born 12 Jul 1915 in Milton, Ontario.



Enlisted in Hamilton, Ontario, 22 July 1940. To No.1 Equipment Depot, 16 August 1940. To No.2
ITS, 31 August 1940; graduated and promoted LAC, 13 October 1940 when posted to No.2 WS;
to No.4 BGS, 14 February 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 16 March 1941. To
overseas, 8 April 1941. Attained rank of W02, 1 December 1942 and WO1, 1 May 1943.
Commissioned 28 July 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 28 January 1944. Repatriated 4 July 1944.
To No.124 Squadron, 30 September 1944. To No.9 AOS, 9 October 1944. To Rockcliffe, 14
March 1945. To No.2 SFTS, 7 April 1945. To Rockcliffe again, 15 April 1945. To No.5 Radio
School, 3 May 1945. To No.3 Release Centre, 28 February 1946. Retired 28 February 1946.
RCAF photo PL-15926 (ex UK-3936 dated 20 May 1943) taken outside Buckingham Palace
following investiture with DFM - Flight Sergeant J..E. Galloway (Milton, Ontario), P/O R.J.A.
Wheatley (Winnipeg), Flight Sergeant R.L. Wetherall (Ottawa). RCAF photo PL-23987 shows
him on repatriation to Canada. Died in Ajax, Ontario, 10 April 1978.

Sergeant Galloway has taken part in attacks on Rostock, Cologne, Kiel, Manheim,
Bremen, Duisberg, and Saarbrucken. He has also been engaged on many mining
operations. He is one of the most outstanding wireless operator/air gunners in
his squadron and has always performed his duty with conspicuous skill. His high
standard of efficiency and devotion to duty have contributed much to the

successes achieved.
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GALVIN, F/O John William (J22864) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.424 Squadron - Award
effective 4 November 1944 as per London Gazette dated 14 November 1944 and AFRO 239/45
dated 9 February 1945. Born 30 January 1922. Enlisted in Toronto, 5 March 1942. To No.1
Manning Depot, 12 April 1942. To No.1 ITS, 1 August 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 25
September 1942; posted next day to No.1 BGS; may have graduated 20 November 1942 but not
posted to No.8 AOS until 25 November 1942; graduated and commissioned 8 January 1943. To
“Y” Depot, 22 January 1943; to RAF overseas, 25 January 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 1 July
1943. Repatriated 28 October 1944. To No.1 Training Command, 28 November 1944. To No.1
BGS, December 1944. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 8 January 1945. Retired 1 March 1945. RCAF
photo PL-28294 (ex UK-9364 dated 1 April 1944) shows him winking at camera after returning
from a sortie against Berlin. Photo PL-19598 (ex UK-5223 dated 8 September 1943) has the
following caption: “Just returned from Germany, a young American gunner in the RCAF Bomber
Group’s Moose Squadron explains to his Canadian crewmates how he knocked down a Ju.88 in
the raid on Munchen-Gladbach. Rear gunner in the crew, T/Sergeant Bruce Blount of Evanston,
[llinois (centre) is completing his operational tour with the RCAF before rejoining his
countrymen and bagged the night fighter when it approached his aircraft from astern, pouring
200 rounds into the Ju.88 and seeing it catch fire and crash. Pictured with him are (left to right)
Sergeant Walter Greensides (R176159), Assiniboia, Saskatchewan, P/O Jack Galvin (J22864), 82
St. Clarens Street, Toronto, F/O Jim Hall (J14776), 197 Seymour Avenue, Montreal, and F/O Joe



Westland (J19072), 1386 Ouellette Avenue, Windsor, Ontario.” No citation other than
"completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably
displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty." DHist file 181.009 D.2609
(RG.24 V0l.20627) has recommendation by S/L J.A. Westland dated 15 August 1944 when he
had flown 32 sorties (202 hours 40 minutes) between 29 July 1943 and 4 August 1944.

Flying Officer Galvin has completed over thirty sorties over enemy and enemy
occupied territory. Many of the German targets bombed were the most heavily
defended: Hamburg, Mannheim (2), Berlin (3), Peenemunde, Dusseldorf and
Stuttgart, besides many others and also mining operations which called for the
greatest precision bombing.

This officer has proven himself to be one of the most efficient Air Bombers and
his precision work has contributed largely to the success of the whole squadron.
Co-operative to a degree he has been of great assistance in coaching new crew
members in the intricacies of their jobs.

For this outstanding contribution both in the air and on the ground, | sincerely
feel he is deserving of high commendation.

The sortie list was as follows:

29 July 1943 - Hamburg (6.30)

9 August 1943 - Mannheim (7.00)

10 August 1943 - Nuremberg (9.50)

12 August 1943 - Milan (10.30)

17 August 1943 - Peenemunde (10.30)

27 August 1943 - Munchen-Gladback (6.30)

31 August 1943 - Berlin (8.50)

5 September 1943 - Mannheim (4.00, duty not carried out, intercom unserviceable)
6 September 1943 - Munich(4.00, duty not carried out, intercom unserviceable)
15 September 1943 - Montlucon (7.45)

16 September 1943 - Moodane (10.15)

29 September 1943 - Bochum (5.35)

3 October 1943 - Kassel (6.45)

8 October 1943 - Hanover (1.45, incomplete, port inner unserviceable)

22 October 1943 - Kassel (7.00)

3 November 1943 - Dusseldorf (5.30)

26 November 1943 - Stuttgart (8.35)

3 December 1943 - Leipzig (8.25)



4 January 1944 - Gardening (7.35)

20 January 1944 - Berlin (7.20)

3 February 1944 - Gardening (8.10)

18 March 1944 - Frankfurt (6.00)

22 March 1944 - Gardening (6.50)

24 March 1944 - Berlin (7.40)

18 April 1944 - Paris (5.30)

20 April 1944 - Lens (4.05)

21 April 1944 - Gardening, Brest (6.00)
8 May 1944 - Gardening, Lorient (5.25)
24 May 1944 - Aachen (5.00)

21 June 1944 - Oisemont (5.00)

24 July 1944 - ’Hey (3.25)

4 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (4.45)
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GAMBLE, F/O Donald Gordon (C18096) - Mention in Despatches - No.433 Squadron (AFRO
gives unit as No.62 Base) - Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date
and AFRO 379/45 dated 2 March 1945. Born 27 November 1918. Enlisted 1 August 1941 in
Saskatoon as Disciplinarian and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.4 WS, 13 September
1941. To No.2 Manning Depot, 19 October 1941. Remustered to Radio Mechanic, 1 Novemberr
1941. To “WV (whatever that is), 3 January 1942. Promoted LAC, 24 April 1942. To No.1
Manning Depot, 25 April 1942. To No.31 Radio School, 6 May 1942. To No.31 Personnel Depot,
21 June 1942. To RAF overseas, 20 July 1942. Commissioned in Signals Branch, 19 August 1943.
Promoted Flying Officer, 19 February 1944. Repatriated via Debert, 12 June 1945. Retired 5
September 1945. DHist file 181.009 D.2908 (RG.24 Vol.20633) has recommendation sent to
Station Skipton, 20 July 1944, confirming he had served eleven months in Canada, two years
overseas and was Technical (Signals).

This officer was one of the early arrivals at the squadron and was placed in
charge of the squadron Radar Section. By his hard work, exceptional leadership,
and ability to draw the best efforts from his Section, he has been responsible for
the high radar serviceability of our aircraft at all times. The fine record of
achievement displayed by this squadron is due in no small way to the untiring
efforts and fine example shown by this officer.
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GAMBLE, S/L William Alastair (C7190) - Member, Order of the British Empire - Station
Dartmouth - Award effective 13 June 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO
660/46 dated 5 July 1946. See Field of Honour, (Bank of Montreal, c.1950). Born in Scotland,
13 January 1911. Educated in Delburne, Alberta. Enlisted in Edmonton, 19 June 1940 as
Clerk/Accounts. To Technical Training School, St. Thomas, 31 July 1940. To No.2 Training
Command Headquarters, 31 August 1940 when promoted LAC. To North Sydney, date
uncertain. Promoted Sergeant, 1 July 1941. Commissioned 26 August 1941 in Accounts Branch
with rank of Flying Officer. To Eastern Air Command Headquarters, 30 September 1942.
Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 July 1943. To Goose Bay, 10 July 1943. To No.4 Repair Depot,
Scoudouc (New Brunswick), 6 September 1943; promoted Squadron Leader, 1 October 1943; to
No.11 Supply Depot (Calgary), date uncertain. To Dartmouth, 4 June 1945. Remained in
postwar RCAF. To No.11 Equipment Depot, Calgary, June 1946. To AFHQ, May 1948 as staff
officer (service pay and accounts). To RCAF Staff College, Toronto, September 1953. On
completion of course, to No.1 Air Division Headquarters, Metz. In May 1957 posted to AFHQ
(Directorate of Budget and Financial Services). Retired 31 July 1964 as a Group Captain with
CD. Became first treasurer of Northwest Territories government in Yellowknife, executive
director of Inuit Tapirisat, prominent in numerous welfare agencies (United Way, Canadian
Council on Social Development, Canadian Association for Mentally Retarded, Seniors'
Employment Bureau, Federation of Ontario Hiking Trails). Voted Ottawa Citizen of the Year
(1988). Member, Order of Canada, 17 November 1988. Died in Ottawa, 28 September 1993.
Extensive obituary in Citizen, September 30th, 1993.

This officer has worked very hard since taking over command of the Accounts
Section and has displayed more than average ability in the execution of his
duties. His loyalty and devotion to duty has produced many hours of overtime
work which has resulted in an excellent report for this station on the recently
completed seventh service audit. His sympathetic handling of his staff has
produced maximum effort during a very trying period.
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GANDERTON, F/L Vaughan Francis (J10133) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.427 Squadron -
Award effective 1 July 1943 as per London Gazette dated 23 July 1943 and AFRO 1724/43 dated
27 August 1943. Born in Heath, Alberta, 26 October 1914. Educated at Wainwright, Alberta.
Home in Blackfoot, Alberta (UGG grain buyer). Enlisted 4 June 1941 in Edmonton and posted to
No.2 Manning Depot. To No.4 ITS, 26 July 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 30 August 1941
when posted to No.5 EFTS; may have graduated 24 October 1941 but not posted to No.10 SFTS
until 26 October 1941; graduated and commissioned 16 January 1942. To Trenton, 6 March
1942; to No.2 WS, Calgary, 19 April 1942 for duty as Staff Pilot. To “Y” Depot, 20 August 1942;
to RAF overseas, 5 September 1942. Disembarked in Britain, 21 September 1942. Promoted



Flying Officer, 1 October 1942. To No.14 OTU, 6 October 1942. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 6
May 1943. With No.427 Squadron (Flight Commander), 21 January 1943 to 6 December 1943).
Staff Officer, No.6 Group Headquarters (Operations Controller), 6 December 1943 to 12 August
1944. Promoted Wing Commander, 28 September 1944; Commanding Officer, No.427
Squadron, 28 September 1944 to 31 May 1945. Repatriated 1 June 1945. To No.2 Aircrew
Conditioning Unit, Brandon, 8 August 1945 (Chief Instructor). To Central Flying School, 18
September 1945. To No.4 Repair Depot, Scoudouc, 7 December 1945. To be Staff Officer with
Eastern Air Command, 6 March 1946. Commanded Air Cadet Camp, Paulson, Manitoba, June to
September 1946. Reverted to Squadron Leader in postwar RCAF, 1 October 1946 (19872);
Officer Commanding Training Wing, No.1 Manning Depot, Portage la Prairie, 28 August 1946 to
31 March 1947. To Station Winnipeg, 1 April 1947. To CJIATC, Rivers, 9 April 1947 ( Chief
Administrative Officer). To No.2 LORAN Unit, Gimli, 4 June 1948. To Staff College, Toronto, 2
September 1948. To AFHQ, 27 September 1949. To Canadian Joint Staff, Washington, 17
August 1950. Promoted Wing Commander, 19 June 1951. To Tactical Air Group, Edmonton, 29
August 1952. To Army Staff College, Kingston, 29 August 1953. To Transport Command
Headquarters, Trenton, 21 December 1954. To Air Forces, Central Europe, 3 August 1956. To
CJATC, Rivers, 25 August 1960. Retired 26 October 1963. Died in Drumbheller, Alberta, 28 April
1966 as per DVA letter of 19 May 1966 and Alberta Vital Statistics . Photos PL 21669 and PL-
33577 refer; the caption of the latter dated 26 October 1944 refers to his nickname, “Cowboy”
because on his first tour he had to parachute from his bomber and landed on a cow. RCAF
photo PL-40249 (ex UK-15788 dated 13 October 1944) shows W/C V.F. Ganderton (left), new
CO of Lion Squadron with F/L W.E. Adams, Lion Squadron Gunnery Officer. RCAF photo PL-
42631 (ex UK-19650 dated 30 March 1945) is captioned as follows: “Back from the 1,000
bomber raid on the German industrial city of Dortmund, W/C R.J. Gray, MBE, Bedford, Nova
Scotia, holding the cup, gives the facts to A/C F.R. Miller, Ottawa, Ontario, Base Commander at
the left, and W/C V.F. Ganderton, DFC, Wainwright, Alberta, the officer commanding the Lion
Squadron, at the right.” RCAF photo PL-42962 (ex UK-19422, 12 March 1945) is captioned as
follows: “Interrogating these two pilots after an attack on an oil refinery at Wanne Eickel,
Germany, is W/C V.F. Ganderton, DFC, Wainwright, Alberta, officer commanding the Lion
Squadron. Smoking a cigarette is F/L R.M. Gould, St.Boniface, Manitoba, and enjoying a cup of
coffee, F/L A.E. MacKay, Calgary.” RCAF photo PL-43734 shows F/L D.B. Ross, DFC with W/C
V.F. Ganderton, DFC. Ross is noted as having completed three tours or over 50 sorties. Photo
PL-43735 shows F/L J.D. Morrice, DFC (navigator) on left, W/C V.F. Ganderton (centre) and F/L
D.B. Ross, DFC (RAF air gunner). Photo PL-43755 shows W/C V.F. Ganderton (centre) being
presented with a silver tankard before departure for another unit. On left is S/L C.C. Collins
(Calgary), a flight commander in No0.427 Squadron. Photo PL-43758 shows him addressing men
on his station at a dance celebrating reaching goal of S 180,000 in bond sales.

One night in June 1943, this officer piloted an aircraft detailed to attack a target
in the Ruhr. During the operation the bomber was severely damaged by gunfire



when attacked by an enemy fighter. Although the entire rudder control was
shot away, Flight Lieutenant Ganderton, displaying superb skill, succeeded in
flying the damaged bomber back to this country. In the face of a perilous
situation, this officer displayed commendable courage and determination.

DHH file 181.009 D.2617 (National Library and Archives RG.24 Volume 20627) has original
recommendation drafted 30 June 1943 when he had flown 17 sorties (105 hours 30 minutes);
text as follows:

On the night June 28™, this officer took off in a Halifax aircraft for a raid on the
Ruhr. On crossing the enemy coast he was attacked by an enemy fighter and hit
in the fuselage and wings numerous times. The fighter was shaken off, but it
was found that the entire rudder control in the rear of the fuselage had been
shot away, and Flight Lieutenant Ganderton had no control of the rudder
whatsoever. By an amazing display of airmanship, he nevertheless flew the
aircraft back to England, and after an attempt to land at an aerodrome,
eventually successfully parachuted with his crew to safety. During the entire
flight back to this country he kept control of the aircraft by use of engines and
elevators, and to a limited extent, ailerons. These later had also been damaged.
He displayed courage and determination of a very high order.

On 4 July 1943 the Station Commander added his remarks:

By his skill, courage and determination, Flight Lieutenant Ganderton extricated
his crew from a perilous situation. He is responsible for having brought back to
this country a fully trained crew and his success already has proven to be an
inspiration to other captains in his squadron. | recommend that he be awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross.

GANDERTON, W/C Vaughan Francis, DFC (J10133) - Distinguished Service Order - No.427
Squadron - Award effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette of 21 September 1945
and AFRO 1704/45 dated 9 November 1945.

Wing Commander Ganderton has proved himself to be a most resourceful and
skilful pilot who has successfully completed many hazardous attacks on highly
defended targets in enemy territory. During an attack on Julich in November
1944, one engine of his aircraft became unserviceable before crossing the French
coast, but despite this handicap he continued his mission and pressed home the
attack successfully. On other occasions Wing Commander Ganderton has
completed dangerous missions on three engines. His aircraft has been damaged



by anti-aircraft fire on several sorties but he has always succeeded in returning
safely to base. He has led his squadron with distinction during his second tour of
operations and his fine example in the face of the enemy has been an inspiration
to all serving under him.

The website “Lost Bombers” has the following related to him. Halifax EB148 of No.427
Squadron, target Cologne, 28/29 June 1943. Airborne at 2329 hours of 28 June 1943 from
Leeming. Outbound, east of Bruges it was attacked and badly damaged by a night-fighter.
Jettisoning the bomb-load, the crew turned for home. After crossing the East Anglian coast, the
Halifax crashed at Isleham, three miles ENE of Soham, Cambridgeshire. Two injured airmen
were taken to RAF Hospital Ely (P/O E.P. Soeder, RCAF and Flight Sergeant W. Newcombe,
RCAF). Others in crew were F/L V.F.Ganderton, RCAF, Sergeant J. Morrison, Sergeant K.Hignett,
Sergeant F.J.Thompson and Sergeant F.B.Carleton, RCAF.

Selected Assessments: “Very good flight commander who has organized his flight exceptionally
well.” (W/CR. Turnbull, Leeming, 4 October 1943).

“An outstanding Squadron Commander.” (Air Commodore A.C. Hull, 17 May 1945).

“Squadron Leader Ganderton is most strongly recommended for promotion to Wing
Commander rank. The quality of Squadron Leader Ganderton’s work at this unit is excellent.
Although carried supernumerary to this unit’s establishment and not as a Squadron
Commander, his administrative abilities have been well illustrated and there is no doubt that
his work as a Squadron Commander would also be outstanding. Squadron Leader Ganderton is
a mature officer of sound judgment, most co-operative with a splendid attitude towards the
Service and is considered to be entirely deserving of promotion and capable beyond all doubt
of assuming responsibilities of higher rank.” (G/C M.G. Doyle, Joint Air Station, Rivers, 24
October 1947).

“Wing Commander V.F. Ganderton is a pleasant and extremely capable officer who has done
more to bring about closer ties and working relationships between the USAF and RCAF than any
RCAF officer | have known. He is astute, well informed and has done a superior job as head of a
Section comprised of U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, civilians and British personnel. His conduct
has always been that of an officer and a gentleman and he is well liked by everyone in his
Division. | would definitely go out of my way to request this officer.” (Colonel George P. Gould,
USAF Headquarters, 10 March 1952).

“Wing Commander Ganderton is an outstanding officer who possess a strong, most attractive
personality and an excellent sense of humour. He has the ability, backed on sound knowledge
and wide experience, to bring various components of the services into close working harmony.



Any problem, game or task that he meets or enters is tackled with enthusiasm, good will and
energy. Wing Commander Ganderton is a natural, all around officer who has much to offer the
Service.” (G/C C.G. Ruttan, Tactical Air Command Headquarters, 1 September 1953).

“Wing Commander Ganderton has been a member of the Directing Staff of the Canadian Army
Staff College since 1 September 1953. He has been responsible for the organization and
presentation of certain series of instruction and advice to other members of the Directing Staff
on all air aspects in connection with the various demonstrations and exercises conducted at the
Staff College. He has proven to be most conscientious and cooperative in all that he undertakes
and has become a valuable member of the Directing Staff team. Wing Commander Ganderton
is a very good instructor. He prepares his subject well and his voice and platform presence are
good. He appears to have a thorough knowledge of his service. Wing Commander Ganderton
has a pleasant personality, a good sense of humour and has earned the respect of all ranks. He
is doing a first class job.” (Colonel G.C. Leech, Canadian Army Staff College, 6 April 1954).

“Wing Commander Ganderton is employed in the Air Operations Division, AAFCE [Allied Air
Forces Central Europe] Headquarters, Fontainebleau, France. In this capacity he is responsible
for the formulating of the operational procedures which are required to implement certain of
SACEUR’s operational plans; he is responsible for the organizing and setting up of the air
operations division participation in major exercises. He carries out his tasks in a capable
manner and is a useful staff member of the air operations division. Wing Commander
Ganderton has a magnetic personality that encourages people to confide in him and in this
aspect he commands the respect and friendship of both officers and airmen alike. While he has
an exceedingly high degree of mental alertness he is inclined towards a lethargy which
manifests itself in procrastination, with its ensuing Staff implications. Wing Commander
Ganderton has been passed over in promotion repeatedly and this, coupled with the fact that
he is nearing retirement age, makes it difficult for him to maintain a constant high degree of
enthusiasm in his day to day work.” (G/C W.B. Hodson, AAFCE HQ, 14 December 1959).

RCAF Press Release No. 8112 dated 2 January 1945 from F/O H.W. Eggleston reads:

WITH THE RCAF BOMBER GROUP IN GREAT BRITAIN: - The crew of a Halifax
bomber from the Lion squadron are offering up thanks to their skipper for
getting them out of a tight spot during an attack on the industrial city of Cologne,
when their aircraft was attacked by an enemy ME210 as the big bomber was
weaving its way out of enemy territory on three engines.

Pilot of the bomber was Wing Commander V.F. Ganderton, DFC, of Wainwright,
Alberta, officer commanding the squadron. The rear-gunner, who got in a burst



at the night marauder and saw strikes on him was F/O D.B. Ross, DFC, 64
Anderson Avenue, Aberdeen, Scotland.

Thirty minutes before reaching the target the port- inner engine on the Halifax
“packed up”, and the port-outer engine lost some of its power, which caused the
aircraft to lose height. Despite all this, the captain continued on to successfully
unload his cargo of bombs. Returning to England, the bomber was forced to
“stooge” along on its own with the port-inner engine “feathered”. Halfway
across France, the pilot suddenly spotted an ME.210 crossing the front of his
aircraft. He told his gunners to watch him. The fighter then attacked from the
port quarter as the gunners told the pilot to take evasive action. When the
fighter closed in to 200 yards, the rear-gunner gave him a long burst from his
guns. The enemy fighter returned the fire and broke away to the starboard
below. This gave the mid-upper gunner the opportunity to bring his guns into
play along with the rear-gunner, and tracer was seen to hit his wings as he
disappeared into the clouds.

RCAF Press Release No. 8107 dated 9 January, 1945 (A.1.6, No.31809) reads as follows:

WITH CANADIAN BOMBER GROUP IN BRITAIN: -- Attacked by a Messerschmitt
210 after participating in a raid on Cologne, the crew of a Halifax bomber of the
RCAF Lion Squadron had an uncomfortable spell on the return flight but came
out of it successfully despite the fact that they had to limp home on only three
engines. Thanks for the happy ending to a harrowing flight went to the Canadian
skipper of the aircraft, Wing Commander V.F. Ganderton, DFC, of Wainwright,
Alberta, who numbered a Scottish rear-gunner among his crew, Flying Officer
D.B. Ross, of 64 Anderson Avenue, Aberdeen.

Half an hour before reaching the target, the port inner engine of the Halifax
ceased to function, and the port outer lost some of its power. This caused the
“Hally” to lose height, but the skipper kept going and the bomb-load was
successfully unloaded on the objective. Returning, the bomber was forced to
amble along on its own owing to its unserviceable engine, and half-way across
France, Ganderton spotted a Messershmitt 210 crossing in front of his aircraft.
He told his gunners to watch the enemy plane, which then attacked from the
port-quarter as the gunners gave the pilot directions to take evasive action.
When the ME210 closed in to 200 yards, F/O Ross gave it a long burst from his
guns, to which the enemy aircraft replied and then broke away to starboard
below. This gave the mid-upper gunner the opportunity to use his guns,



together with Ross, and the Scotsman observed tracer bullets striking the ME’s
wings as it disappeared into the clouds.
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GANDIER, Sergeant (now P/O) Donald Towle (R191153/J87779) - Mention in Despatches -
No.424 Squadron - Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and
AFRO 425/45 dated 9 March 1945. Born 17 May 1923. Enlisted at Fort William, 9 October 1942.
To No,2 Manning Depot, 24 November 1942. To No.8 Manning Depot, 4 January 1943. To No.17
SFTS, 7 March 1943. To No.1 Air Gunner Ground Training School, 30 April 1943; promoted LAC,
12 June 1943 when posted to No.9 BGS. Graduated and promoted Sergeant, 23 July 1943. To
“Y” Depot, 6 August 1943; to RAF overseas, 25 August 1943. Commissioned 6 July 1944,
Repatriated 23 October 1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 6 January 1945. Date on release
uncertain.
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GANLEY, F/O Clinton Jerome (J87383) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No0.427 Squadron - Award
effective 6 January 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 January 1945 and AFRO 508/45 dated
23 March 1945. Born 20 December 1917. Enlisted in Regina, 9 July 1942 when posted to No.2
Manning Depot. To No.8 Repair Depot, 24 August 1942. To No.2 ITS, 10 October 1942;
graduated and promoted LAC, 19 December 1942 but not posted to No.19 EFTS until 23
January 1943; to No.17 SFTS, 3 April 1943; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 23 July 1943. To
“Y” Depot, 6 August 1943; to United Kingdom, 25 August 1943. Commissioned 12 May 1944,
Promoted Flying Officer, 12 November 1944. Repatriated 15 January 1945. To No.7 BGS, 4
March 1945. To “Y” Depot, 4 April 1945; to United Kingdom, 13 April 1945; repatriated 5 August
1945; retired 18 September 1945. Died 4 June 1995, apparently in Shaunavon, Saskatchewan.
Photo PL-33934 (ex UK-16713 dated 17 November 1944) shows five pilots on completion of
their first tour - F/L L.R. Van Kleeck, DFC (Vancouver), F/L Geoffrey Slocombe, DFC (Vancouver),
F/L H.P. Woodruff, DFC (Vancouver), F/L F.H. Brownell (Westboro, Ontario) and P/O C.J. Ganley
(Shaunavon, Saskatchewan). No citation other than "completed...numerous operations against
the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage
and devotion to duty." DHist file 181.009 D.1729 (RG.24 Vo0l.20607) has recommendation
dated 14 October 1944 when he had flown 29 sorties (148 hours 55 minutes), 18 July to 4
October 1944.

This captain has completed twenty-nine operational attacks against the enemy
of which ten have been on major targets. This captain's work in general has
been outstanding. He sets his mind on the task in hand, fearlessly and with a
fine offensive spirit, setting a magnificent example to his crew.



The sortie list was as follows:

18 July 1944 - Mondeville (4.50)

18 July 1944 - Wesseling (5.50)

20 July 1944 - L'Hey (4.00)

30 July 1944 - Amaye (4.35)

1 August 1944 - L'Hey (3.45)

3 August 1944 - Nieppe (4.25)

4 August 1944 - Casson (5.00)

5 August 1944 - St. Leu d’Esserent (5.20)
7 August 1944 - L’'Hogue (4.40)

8 August 1944 - Chantilly (5.20)

9 August 1944 - La Neuville (4.20)

12 August 1944 - Brunswick (6.05)

13 August 1944 - Gardening (7.00)

15 August 1944 - Soesterburg (4.05)
16 August 1944 - Kiel (5.45)

18 August 1944 - Gardening (7.15)

25 August 1944 - St. Mathieu (6.00)
27 August 1944 - Mimoyecques (4.15)
28 August 1944 - Forestel (4.05)

11 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.00)
12 September 1944 - Gardening (6.55)
15 September 1944 - Gardening (7.10)
17 September 1944 - Boulogne (4.00)
20 September 1944 - Calais (3.20)

24 September 1944 - Calais (4.20)

25 September 1944 - Calais (4.45)

27 September 1944 - Sterkrade (5.45)
28 September 1944 - Cap Gris Nez (5.00)
4 October 1944 - Gardening (7.05)

* %k %k k %k

GANONG, LAC Earl Raymond (R75278) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 8
June 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1729/44 dated 11 August 1944. Born
in Sturgis, Saskatchewan, 16 October 1921. Enlisted in Saskatoon, 9 November 1940 as
Armourer. To Trenton, 31 January 1941. Promoted AC1, 28 April 1941; to No.2 BGS, 29 April
1941. To No.8 BGS, 19 September 1941. Promoted LAC, 1 October 1941. To “B” 11 December



1941. To “Y” Depot, 11 February 1942. To RAF overseas, 29 February 1942. Promoted
Corporal, 1 July 1942. Promoted Sergeant, 1 April 1943. Repatriated 18 June 1945; to No.8
OTU, 19 June 1945; to Greenwood for Tiger Force, 8 July 1945. Retired 6 September 1945.
Graduated from University of Saskatchewan, 1950. Died in Oakville, Ontario, 31 January 2004.
No citation in AFRO. It is odd that his rank was given as LAC although he had been a Sergeant
since April 1943.

* k 3k k X

GARBUTT, F/L David Austin (J7527) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.7 Squadron - Award
effective 3 February 1943 as per London Gazette dated 9 February 1943 and AFRO 373/43
dated 5 March 1943. Born at Marysville, British Columbia, 30 August 1911; enlisted in
Vancouver, 28 January 1941 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.3 SFTS (guard), 2 March
1941. To No.2 WS, 30 March 1941; promoted LAC, 1 May 1941; graduated and posted to No.5
BGS, 15 August 1941; to No.31 OTU, 5 September 1941. Commissioned 15 September 1941.
To RAF overseas, 23 October 1941. Promoted Flying Officer, 15 September 1942. Repatriated 5
July 1943 via Rockcliffe. To No.5 EFTS, 21 August 1943. To No.3 SFTS, 14 October 1943.
Qualified as pilot, 20 March 1944. To No.2 Aircrew Graduate Training School, 24 March 1944,
To “Y” Depot, 25 April 1944. Taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 3 May 1944.
Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 June 1944 but must have held acting rank earlier. Repatriated 18
June 1945. To No.8 OTU, 19 June 1945; to Greenwood for Tiger Force, 31 July 1945. Retired 23
September 1945.

Throughout his operational career Flight Lieutenant Garbutt has displayed fine
qualities as an air bomber. He has consistently guided his pilot over the target
and by his determination and resource has been largely responsible for pressing
home the attack to a successful conclusion. This officer's outstanding coolness
and courage in action has been an inspiration to other crews.

NOTE: Public Records Office Air 2/8934 has recommendation by W/C O.R. Donaldson dated 22
December 1942 when he had flown 29 sorties (164 hours 22 minutes) as listed below; sorties
from 17 August 1942 onwards were as a member of the Pathfinder Force:

26 June 1942 - Bremen

8 July 1942 - Wilhelmshaven

8 July 1942 - GARDENING, Frisian Islands
21 July 1942 - Duisburg

24 July 1942 - Duisburg

26 July 1942 - Hamburg

28 July 1942 - Hamburg



29 July 1942 - Saarbrucken

1 August 1942 - Dusseldorf

9 August 1942 - Osnabruck

10 August 1942 - GARDENING, near Sweden
13 August 1942 - GARDENING, near Sweden
17 August 1942 - Osnabruck

24 August 1942 - Frankfurt

1 September 1942 - Saarbrucken

4 September 1942 - Bremen

14 September 1942 - Wilhelmshavem
19 September 1942 - Munich

2 October 1942 - Krefeld

7 October 1942 - Osnabruck

15 October 1942 - Cologne

24 October 1942 - Milan

7 November 1942 - Genoa

9 November 1942 - Hamburg

13 November 1942 - Genoa

20 November 1942 - Turin

6 December 1942 - Mannheim

8 December 1942 - Turin

11 December 1942 - Turin

This officer has completed 29 operational sorties as a Wireless Operator/Air
Gunner and Air Bomber. During 17 of these he has been engaged on Pathfinder
Force duties. He has always carried out his duties in a most exemplary manner.
He has consistently guided his pilot over the target and has taken great care to
bomb the exact aiming point even in the face of heavy opposition. His coolness
and courage in action have been most outstanding and an inspiration to other
crews.

To the above, G/C Bennett adds (30 December 1942):

This officer has throughout his operational career displayed those qualities most
essential for an Air Bomber. By his determination, resource and courage, he has,
whenever possible, been largely responsible for pressing home the attack to a
successful conclusion.



In recognition of the excellent services he has rendered and is still rendering, |
have no hesitation in recommending him for the non-immediate award of the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

* %k 3k k X

GARDEN, F/O Harold Jerome (J90056) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.12 Squadron - Award
effective 12 November 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 November 1945 and AFRO
133/46 dated 8 February 1946. Born in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, 1923. Boiler maker. Enlisted
in Halifax, 16 October 1942. Trained at No.5 ITS (graduated 10 July 1943), No.7 EFTS (graduated
4 September 1943) and No.5 SFTS (graduated 11 February 1944). Served in postwar RCAF
(17810). No citation other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the
course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to
duty." Public Records Office Air 2/9137 has recommendation dated 10 May 1945 when he had
flown 33 sorties (219 hours 45 minutes), 4 December 1944 to 2 May 1945:

4 December 1944 - Karlsruhe
28 December 1944 - Bonn

29 December 1944 - Scholven-Buer
31 December 1944 - Osterfeld
2 January 1945 - Nuremburg
4 January 1945 - Royan

7 January 1945 - Munich

14 January 1945 - Merseberg
1 February 1945 - Ludwigshaven
2 February 1945 - Wiesbaden
20 February 1945 - Dortmund
21 February 1945 - Duisburg
23 February 1945 - Pforzheim
2 March 1945 - Cologne

5 March 1945 - Chemnitz

8 March 1945 - Kassel

11 March 1945 - Essen

12 March 1945 - Dortmund
15 March 1945 - Misburg

16 March 1945 - Nuremburg
18 March 1945 - Hanau

21 March 1945 - Bruchstrasse
27 March 1945 - Paderborn

9 April 1945 - Kiel



10 April 1945 - Plauen

14 April 1945 - Potsdam

18 April 1945 - Heligoland

22 April 1945 - Bremen

25 April 1945 - Berchtesgaden

28 April 1945 - EXODUS

30 April 1945 - EXODUS, Yprenburg
1 May 1945 - MANNA, Valkenburg
2 May 1945 - MANNA, Valkenburg

Flying Officer Garden, a Canadian, has completed his first tour of operations as
pilot and captain of a heavy bomber aircraft. He has achieved a large measure of
success in many raids on targets in Germany such as Karlsruhe, Nuremburg,
Merseburg, Kiel, Potsdam, Bremen and targets in the Ruhr.

He has done all his flights with quiet efficiency and proved himself an exceptional
captain and leader. He has instilled the utmost confidence in his crew and has
always pressed home his attacks skilfully, frequently in the face of fierce
opposition.

His outstanding courage and devotion to duty have been a shining example to
less experienced crews, and | feel that the award of the Distinguished Flying
Cross to this Canadian officer is fully deserved.

* %k %k k %k

GARDINER, F/L George William (J9557) - Commended for Valuable Services - No.1 CNS - Award
effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January
1946. Born 23 Jult 1916. Home in Petrolia, Ontario. Enlisted in London, Ontario, 21 February
1941. To No.1 Manning Depot, 19 April 1941. To No.1 BGS (guard), 16 May 1941; to No.3 ITS,
20 June 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 20 August 1941 when posted to No.11 EFTS;
graduated 10 October 1941 when posted to No.8 SFTS; graduated and commissioned, 2
January 1942. To Trenton, 17 January 1942. To No.1 ANS, 6 April 1942. Promoted Flying
Officer, 1 August 1942. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 15 June 1943. To “Y” Depot, 24 September
1943; taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 13 October 1943. Repatriated 1 June
1945. To Composite Training School, 12 June 1945. Retired 10 September 1945. Died in
Petrolia, 11 September 2004 as per Legion Magazine of March 2005. Obituary notice said he
had served in No0.429 Squadron.



This officer has held the post of Flight Commander for several months. He has
consistently proved himself to be a most efficient and trustworthy officer. His
efficiency and devotion make him invaluable to the service and his work as a
staff pilot is exceptional and has been an inspiration to the personnel under his
command.

* k 3k k% X

GARDINER, P/O Glen Powell (J15252) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.35 Squadron - Award
effective 26 May 1942 as per London Gazette dated 29 May 1942 and AFRO 880-881/42 dated
12 June 1942. Born in Merlin, Ontario, 4 January 1920; home there. Enlisted in Toronto, 15
August 1940. To Trenton, 31 August 1940. To No.1 Equipment Depot, 10 November 1940. To
No.1 ITS, 15 November 1940; graduated and promoted LAC, 8 December 1940; posted that
date to No.1 Manning Depot; to No.3 EFTS, 21 December 1940. To No.6 SFTS, 2 February 1941.
Graduated and promoted Sergeant, 22 April 1941. To Halifax, 1 May 1941; to RAF overseas, 8
May 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 November 1941. Commissioned 2 March 1942. POW, 7
May 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 1 October 1942; promoted Flight Lieutenant, 12 March
1944. Repatriated 7 July 1945. To No.1 Composite Training School, 20 July 1945. Retired 23
October 1945. Postwar he studied music and was an original member of the Canadian Opera
Company. Died in Toronto, 18 December 2011.

Pilot Officer Gardiner was captain of an aircraft detailed to attack the German
Naval Base at Trondheim on two nights in April 1942. These flights each involved
many hours' flying time over the North Sea and mountainous country of Norway.
Despite intense opposition, Pilot Officer Gardiner pressed home his attacks and
returned to base safely. He has displayed outstanding airmanship, courage and
devotion to duty which have been an inspiration to other members of the
squadron.

The website “Lost Bombers” provides the following detail of his capture. Halifax W1050, No.35
Squadron (TL-F), target Stuttgart. This was one of two No.35 Squadron Halifaxes lost during
this operation, the other being W1051. Airborne 2212 hours, 6 May1942 from Linton-on-Ouse.
Shot down by a night- fighter (Hptm Wilhelm Herget, 11./NJG4) and crashed at Libin
(Luxembourg), 10 km SW of St.Hubert, Belgium. Those killed are buried in Neufchateau
Communal Cemetery. Crew consisted of P/O G.P.Gardiner DFC (RCAF, POW), S/L K.W.Bonnar
(killed), Sergeant t J.N.Hindle (killed), Sergeant A.H.Fuce (POW), Sergeant N.H.Hood, DFM
(killed), Sergeant J.A.G.Firth (killed), Sergeant J.T.Stainworth (killed).



Directorate of History and Heritage file 181.001 D.24 has his “Loss of Bomber Aircraft”
guestionnaire compiled from interrogation of 10 May 1945. He stated he had flown 21 sorties;
narrative as follows:

Aircraft took off on May 6%, 1942. Normal take off. Uneventful trip. England
and French coast was quiet. Crossed French coast at approximately 13,000 feet,
climbing steadily to 15,000 feet. Changed to high speed blower. We were
climbing into the small room. Weather good, visibility good. No cloud. Had
been “weaving” before reaching French coast and was weaving until aircraft
became unserviceable. Received no warning of attack at 0015 hours. Tracer
came through aircraft from straight behind, slightly to pilot’s starboard.
Starboard engines became ignited immediately. Attempted to evade enemy
aircraft by pulling off to starboard but aircraft failed to respond to controls,
rolling off, diving to starboard. Enemy attack lasted only three or four seconds
approximately. Large flash also occurred from WAG’s position beneath pilot.
Immediately gave order to bale out by intercom but no contact. Used warning
light signal. Second pilot warned verbally and by manual effort. Navigator was
first to leave. The second pilot left. Not having any contact with remaining crew,
the pilot attempted to regain control. Control column was lax. Parachute had
been placed beside me by second pilot prior to his leaving. Could fasten only
one strap of chute on account of wind pressure through escape hatch (front
fuselage). Left the aircraft, upon which explosion occurred in the starboard
wing. Entire length of fuselage on fire. Landed in hills the same moment aircraft
struck ground. First nearest town was Libramont.

N.B. One flying boot of canvas top type flew off at escape hatch. Had to walk in
one stocking foot.

The following by Susan Ferrier Mackay was published in the Globe and Mail of 25 January 2012:
FROM GREAT ESCAPE TO GREAT BARITONE: FORMER POW BECAME OPERA
STALWART

Decorated RCAF pilot shot down over Belgium had an epiphany, becoming
devout and applying his voice to sacred music.

Canadian opera singer and decorated war hero Glenn Gardiner's sonorous
baritone could reduce listeners to tears. Five years ago, on Gardiner's 86th
birthday, CBC radio played his recording of Jerome Kearns' All the Things You



Are. Within minutes, a woman left a message on the Gardiner's family phone.
"Glenn Gardiner ... you should be ashamed of yourself. Now | have to redo my
makeup."

Gardiner was an original member of the Canadian Opera Company. During the
golden years of radio, before the rise of television in the mid-1950s, Gardiner's
was a legendary voice on CBC. One of his proudest roles was singing Falstaff in
the Verdi opera of the same name, particularly since he was battling a bad case
of flu at the time of the live broadcast, and had no understudy.

Gardiner never performed casually for friends, or even sang in the shower.
Singing was an activity that he took seriously. It gave him a high that he found in
only one other pursuit - as a pilot during the Second World War. It also sustained
him during three gruelling years he spent as a PoW in Germany's Stalag Luft lll,
the site of the Great Escape.

Glenn Powell Gardiner, the eldest of six children, was born in a log farmhouse in
Merlin, Ont., on Jan. 4, 1920. His father, Harold, a fifth-generation Canadian, was
a farmer who raised corn, beets, a few pigs and a few dairy cattle. His mother,
Annie, had her hands full raising her children in a log house without indoor
plumbing.

Gardiner began singing at the age of three, performing sometimes in church. By
Grade 10, when his soprano was deepening into a baritone, he had to leave
school to help work on the farm. At 18, with war clouds piling on the horizon,
Gardiner knew he'd likely join up. A favourite uncle, Floyd Banghart, an early
aviation pioneer who had flown with ace pilot Billy Bishop during the First World
War, suggested young Glenn get his pilot's licence. As an incentive, he offered to
come up with the $125 cost.

On Aug. 15, 1940, Gardiner joined the RCAF and, on April 18, 1941, received his
Pilot's Wings. Gardiner flew in 23 military operations but the most memorable,
for which he received the coveted Immediate Distinguished Flying Cross from
King George VI, was strafing the German battleship Tirpitz, sister ship of the
Bismarck. Closing in on 100 yards, cannon shells ripped through the aircraft
leaving it without controls and with fire raging in the starboard wing. Several of
the crew did not survive. Gardiner leaped into darkness, felt his parachute open,
and minutes later landed among the pine needles of a forest near Neufchateau,
Belgium. It was there that he had a personal epiphany.



"Because he had been saved, he made a pact with his maker to be a devout man
and, of course, he became famous for his voice in sacred music," says Gardiner's
son Lynton.

Another member of the crew landed in a nearby tree, suffering a broken ankle.
Gardiner stayed with him. The two were subsequently captured. The date was
May 6, 1942. Because Gardiner was a flight lieutenant, he was transported to
Stalag Luft Ill, a camp for officers. He remained there for three years to the day.

Initially, camp conditions were tolerable. Gardiner met other prisoners with
musical backgrounds and singing became a lifeline to sanity. Meantime, a plot
was afoot to construct three tunnels to escape the compound. Gardiner acted as
one of many lookouts while digging ensued. He was not a candidate to escape,
however, as the tunnels were narrow and he suffered from claustrophobia. Out
of 79 men who crawled toward freedom, only three were successful. Seventy-six
men were recaptured. Fifty of them were lined up and shot in front of their
fellow prisoners.

Gardiner later told his wife, Edith: "It's the only time | felt my life was not worth
anything." He would battle episodes of despair for the rest of his life.

Postwar, Gardiner returned to Toronto and began studying at the Toronto
Conservatory of Music, later to become the Royal Conservatory. It was there he
met Edith Meek, a 20-year-old pianist from Vancouver attending the
Conservatory on a scholarship. Needing an accompanist, he met with Edith and
the two were soon performing together. They never stopped. Gardiner used to
joke: "The only way to get a good accompanist is to marry her." The two did
exactly that in December, 1946, eventually adding a son and three daughters to
their family. They were devoted to each other, celebrating their 65th anniversary
four days before Gardiner died.

Like Glenn Gardiner, many of the men studying at the Conservatory were using
educational credits from the armed forces. "Most of them had never seen an
opera and didn't know stage left from stage right," Edith Gardiner says. They
soon learned with the arrival of instructor Herman Geiger-Torel, who taught the
neophytes how to move, how to understand the workings of a stage, even how
to bow. While Gardiner was contemplating a career in radio, his teacher/mentor
Ernesto Vinci plunged him into a new world of arias, and changed his mind.
Gardiner became part of the Conservatory's newly formed opera school. In 1950,



it became the Canadian Opera Festival, then finally the Canadian Opera
Company.

Gardiner's baritone was part of early productions at Toronto's Eaton Auditorium,
Hart House and the Royal Alex. True to the pact he made after crashing in the
war, he devoted time to singing in churches, small ones as well as larger venues,
such as Trinity United, now Trinity St. Paul, and Bloor Street United Church.

"I grabbed Glenn to be my soloist as soon as | knew he was available," says
Donald Gillies, former minister and music director of Bloor Street United. "His
voice had richness and warmth that he also exhibited as a person."

An abstemious man who never drank or smoked, Gardiner loved baseball with a
passion, also cars. In the mid-1950s, when CBC funding for opera was curtailed,
and public taste was turning toward popular music, Gardiner declined two major
roles at the COC. He left his stage career for more reliable work as a salesman for
Volkswagen. "On any given night at the symphony, the orchestra parking lot was
filled with Volkswagens," Edith says. "They were all Glenn's customers."

Despite his day job, music continued to play an important role in Gardiner's life:
In 1973, he accepted an invitation to teach at the Royal Conservatory of Music.
When he retired from there in 1995, he continued teaching at home. Grandson
Nathanial Evans, one of his students, says: "My grandfather was all about the
passion and heart of the music. It went far deeper than any lesson could teach."

Glenn Gardiner died on Dec. 18, 2011, at Trillium Health Centre in Mississauga.
He was 91. He leaves his wife, Edith, son Lynton, daughters Shirley, Anne and
Louise, grandchildren, and great grandchildren.

* %k % k %k

GARDINER, F/O Lawrence Edwin (J16220) - Mention in Despatches - No.413 Squadron - Award
effective 14 January 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 874/44 dated 21 April
1944. Born 31 January 1913. Home in Woodsrock, Ontario; enlisted in London, 17 December
1940 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.1A Manning Depot, 6 January 1941. To
Trenton, 27 January 1941. To No.1 ITS, 10 April 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 14 May
1941 when posted to No.19 EFTS; graduated 15 July 1941 when posted to No.12 SFTS;
graduated and promoted Sergeant, 25 September 1941. To No.31 GRS, 17 October 1941. To
“Y” Depot, date uncertain; to RAF overseas, 23 January 1942. Commissioned 2 December 1942.
Promoted Flying Officer, 2 June 1943. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 6 October 1943. Promoted



Squadron Leader, 14 April 1944. Repatriated 19 May 1945. To No.1 Air Command, 27 May
1945. Retired 19 July 1945 to live in Woodstock, Ontario. DHist file 181.009 D.1751 (PAC RG.24
Vol.20608) has recommendation dated 30 December 1942:

Pilot Officer Gardiner was second pilot on aircraft "K" which took part in an
offensive reconnaissance on 20th December 1942. He is a cool and efficient pilot
and now has 337 operational hours with his squadron. He was with Squadron
Leader Randall when aircraft AH549 of 413 Squadron was attacked on 3rd
August 1942 by two Fulmars in the Bay of Bengal. The Flight Engineer was killed,
two of the crew were wounded; the rudder cables were shot away, ailerons
control damaged and the petrol and oil tanks badly holed. On this occasion Pilot
Officer Gardiner remained efficient with no tendency to panic, removing the
dead Flight Engineer, tending the wounded and preparing for the eventuality of
a forced landing.

RCAF Press Release dated January 1945, from “ Dumsday”, read as follows:

CEYLON: - Only remaining Canadian officer with the original Tusker squadron
which came to the Far East almost three years ago, Squadron Leader Larry
Gardiner, J16220, 31-year-old Woodstock, Ontario, pilot, now holds an
important and highly-secret liaison post in Ceylon.

After Larry finished an operational tour of 1,000 hours patrolling Indian Ocean
waters in Catalina flying-boats of the RCAF Tuskers, he was posted as officer
commanding one of the squadron’s detachment bases. His work was rated by
his seniors as highly-contributive to successful operations on both sides of the
equator.

Larry’s devotion to duty cost him a two-month session in hospital. Seriously ill
with dysentery, he stuck to his lonely post and was admitted to a nearby navy
hospital only after he had collapsed. The husky six-footer went back to the wars
30 pounds lighter but in a newly-established and more-important role.

During his tour with the Tuskers, Larry flew as co-pilot to Wing Commander John
Scott of Galt, Ontario, when the former squadron commander earned the
Distinguished Flying Order for the part he played in leading a Catalina offensive
reconnaissance over the Indian Ocean.

Larry was also co-pilot to S/L Bill Bayly, 15810, 47 Chesterfield Avenue, Toronto,
Ontario, former squadron flight commander, when Bayly was officially credited



with severely damaging a submarine which he attacked on convoy escort north
of Cape Town.

Before taking over his own aircraft as captain, S/L Gardiner flew as co-pilot to
W/C L.H. (Randy) Randall, also a former commanding officer of the Tuskers.
Larry hopes to see a White Christmas this year in Canada.

* %k k k% %

GARDINER, WO Llewellyn Hugh Cloverdale (R67228) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.420
Squadron - Award effective 12 April 1943 as per London Gazette dated 20 April 1943 and AFRO
985/43 dated 28 May 1943. Born in Kingston, Ontario, 17 February 1917; home there (book
keeper). Enlisted in Kingston, 15 October 1940 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot, Brandon.
To No.2 ITS, Regina, 28 October 1940; graduated and promoted LAC, 27 November 1940 when
posted to No.3 EFTS; ceased training on 11 January 1941 (lack of confidence, took 12 % hours to
solo) and posted to No.1 Manning Depot, Toronto; there is was noted that he had been
nervous, not at flying itself but at instructor who yelled at him. To No.1 AQS, Toronto, 1 April
1941; to No.1 BGS, Jarvis, 23 June 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 2 August 1941; to
No.1 ANS, Rivers, 3 August 1941; to "Y" Depot, Halifax, 3 September 1941; to RAF Trainee Pool,
17 September 1941. Taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 28 September 1941. To
No.16 OTU, 7 October 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant 2 February 1942. To No.420 Squadron, 1
March 1942. To Station Waddington, 1 June 1942 following injury in a crash (see below).
Promoted WO2 2 August 1942. To No.420 Squadron, 5 August 1942. Promoted WO1 on 1
November 1942. To No.22 OTU, 9 February 1943. Commissioned 18 August 1943. Embarked
for Canada on special leave, 16 March 1944 (arrived 24 March 1944); embarked for United
Kingdom again, 4 May 1944 (arrived 10 May 1944). To No.3 PRC, 11 May 1944. To No.61 Base,
25 May 1944. Attended Dalton Battle School, 25 May to 16 June 1944. To No.1666 Conversion
Unit, 30 June 1944. To No.428 Squadron , 27 July 1944. Missing, believed killed, 29/30 August
1944 (Lancaster KB709).

Warrant Officer Gardiner is a most skilful navigator, who has attacked a wide
variety of targets including Hamburg, Rostock, Cologne and Duisburg. He has
also participated in sorties to Turin and Lorient. On several occasions he
attacked the target and flew his aircraft back to base despite the most adverse
weather. He has set a high standard of navigational skill and devotion to duty.

Notes: At 0400 hours on 31 May 1942 he was injured (contusion of head, hands and back) in
crash of Hampden at Waddington. He reported as follows:



While landing on Waddington aerodrome, returning from raid on night of May
30-31st, in Hampden aircraft 399-P, | was seated behind pilot in position for
landing. | did not realize that we were going to hit anything until | heard or felt
the crash, and part of the fuselage was crushed down on my head and body.
Injuries | sustained were cuts on my head, on my hands (chiefly the right hand),
cut on right knee and my back seemed strained slightly.

When returning to Canada in March 1944 he noted that he had flown 50 hours at No.16 OTU,
170 hours on operations with No.420 Squadron, and 30 hours instructing at No.22 OTU. He
noted he had flown in Fleet aircraft (20 hours), Ansons (150 hours), Hampdens (150 hours) and
Wellingtons (150 hours.) On another form (dated 1 March 1944) he stated he had flown 480
hours, 170 on operations (29 sorties).

Training:

At No.3 EFTS he flew 14 hours dual and five hours 30 minutes solo on Fleet Finch aircraft before
failing. He was still described as "Conduct and deportment good. Very keen, energetic and
reliable. Recommended for Air Observer."

Course at No.1 AOS was 31 March to 22 June 1941. Flew 30 hours five minuets as First
Navigator (day), 28 hours five minutes as Second Navigator (day), 4.55 as First Navigator (night)
and 11.35 as Second Navigator (night). In the air described as "Average. Seemed a little slow in
learning to apply theory to practice. 29th out of 45." Ground School courses and marks were
D.R. Plotting (128/150), D.R. and D.F. Wireless, written exam (136/200), Compasses and
Instruments (123/150), Signals (100/.100), Maps and Charts (94/100), Meteorology (78/100),
Photography (74/100) and Reconnaissance (62/100). Placed 18th in group of 45. Generally
described as an "Average" navigator and "Above Average" Air Observer. Described as follows:
"Rather quiet. Difficult to assess, rather brilliants at times. Other times below average."

At No.1 BGS, course was 4-28 August 1941. Flew in Battle aircraft - 17.45 day bombing, 7.45
day gunnery, 8.30 as passenger. In bombing he had an average error of 155 on all exercises,
with best error being 92 yards; in low level bombing, average error was 73 yards. In air gunnery
he scored 13.3 % hits in Beam Test, 3.5 % hits in Beam Relative Speed Test and 8.6 % in Under
Tail Test. Overall he was graded 136/200 on written bombing tests, 113/150 on practical
bombing, 82/100 in written gunner tests, and 79/100 on practical gunnery. Tied with another
at 27th in a class of 38. Described as follows: "Nothing impressive about this man. Did
Reasonably well at most things. Will no doubt turn in a good effort at any job assigned him
when the real test comes."



At No.1 ANS, course was 4 August to 1 September 1941. Flew 8.20 as First Navigator (day), 7.35
as Second Navigator (day), 9.45 as First Navigator (night) and 8.10 as Second Navigator (Night).
Marked 178/250 as Air Navigator. Described as "An average navigator who has produced good
work on occasions." In ground training graded 137/150 in Astro Navigation (Plotting) and
64/100 in Astro Navigation (written). "Should develop into a keen and capable air observer"
write one officer; but another wrote, "A quiet, inconspicuous student."

At No.16 OTU the course began 7 October 1941 and ended 22 February 1941. Flew three hours
20 minutes by day as passenger; then on Ansons (eight hours day, 11.10 night) and Hampdens
(20.40 day, 18.45 night). Bombing Training involved dropping 39 bombs by day and 28 by night
; also on four cross-country flights. Bombing instruction in High-level, High Glide and Low Level
categories. In his gunnery training he fired 200 rounds on the range and 600 at a drogue plus
ten clay pigeon exercises. On these exercises he was described as "Made a shaky start but
made definite improvement - will do well with more practice." Under Navigation he was
described under four headings - D.R. ("Good on the ground and in the air"), Map Reading
("Average"), Astro ("Average - has done astro course in Canada") and General Ability ("Above
average"). F/LR.E. Allitt wrote of him, "This navigator was the best navigator on his course,
both practically and theoretically. Will be a reliable squadron navigator." He was
recommended for a commission. S/L G.D. Lyster recommended him for special navigation
training and wrote, "Has taken full advantage of his training here - is keen to get on and is a
reliable type."

At No.1666 Conversion Unit, reported to have flown two hours by day, 17.45 by night, chiefly
on H2S navigation training (fours hours on "Bench Set " and nine hours on "Pluto", whatever
they were). Described as "Slow to catch on at first but has improved considerably." His captain
was F/O L.S.Plunkett. Gardiner assessed under the following headings: D.R. Navigation
(knowledge of basic D.R., neatness, accuracy and speed of plotting) - "Good knowledge of basic
D.R. Fairly neat with fair accuracy and speed." Log Keeping (use of standard method accuracy)
- "Uses standard method, fairly accurate"; Calculations (accuracy and speed), "Fair accuracy
and speed." Manipulation of Aids ("What further training will be required to be proficient for
operations", under which were several sections, viz, Dalton, dividers, protractor ("Fully
trained"), D.R. Compass (Fully training"), A.P.l. ("Requires more air training"), GEE ("Fully
trained") and H2S ("Requires more air experience.". A further heading was Use of Aids under
which the questions were posed - "Does Navigator - (a) use information intelligently, (b) knows
how to look for and when, (c) get put off by the loss of one aid (d) understand the use of single
position lines (e) understand the use of M.P.P.s." To which questions he answered satisfactorily.
Another section dealt with Navigation which dealt with climb and descent, level flight, track
keeping and timing (deemed "Good" in all but Timing where he was graded "Fair"). Under
Reliability and Keenness, the comment was "A very keen and reliable navigator who is inclined
to be a little slow. Should do well with practice." Finally, under Teamwork the question was



asked if the crew produced a good navigation team ("Yes") and did he receive proper
cooperation from the pilot, air bomber and other crew members ("Yes").

Assessments: On 18 September 1943, at No.22 OTU, described as follows: "Completed one
tour of operations with Bomber Command. Awarded DFC. Has done a solid job of work at this
unit."

On 29 February 1944 W/C J.K.M. Cooke, No.22 OTU, reported he had flown 468 hours (31 in
previous six months). Described as "A good instructor, keen, smart and a loyal officer who has
justified his recommendation for commissioning at this unit.

Circumstances of death: The website “Lost Bombers” provides the following details: Lancaster
KB709, No.428 Squadron (NA-G), target Stettin, 29/30 August 1944. The aircraft was delivered
to 428 Squadron in August 19 and took part in the following operations; Soesterburg, 15
August 1944 (daylight); Stettin 16/17 August 1944; Bremen 18/19 August 1944; Stettin 29/30
August 1944 (lost). Airborne at 2119 hours from Middleton-St-George. Presumed lost over the
Baltic. Crew (all killed) consisted to P/O L.S. Plunkett (a second tour pilot), WO1 J.B. Gravelet-
Chapman, RCAF (son of the Reverend P. Wilfrid Chapman of Saanichton), Sergeant J.
McFarlane, F/O L.H.C.Gardiner, DFC, RCAF, F/O T.Baillie, RCAF, Flight Sergeant H.Gordon and
Sergeant D.A.G.Sparkes. Report from Making for Sweden (Wegmann and Widfeldt, ISBN 1-
871187- 33-8) states, “This night was eventful for the inhabitants of the Danish island of Anholt.
After midnight an aircraft was seen falling in flamed SW of Anholt. It is not known whether it
fell to the guns of a night-fighter or to the flak. The debrief reports from crews from other
squadrons state that aircraft were seen to fall over Denmark and the Kattegat around the time
of this loss. The debrief reports from the crews of KB757 and KN744, also from No.428
Squadron state respectively that ‘Sweden was well lit-up when we crossed it' and 'The Swedes
threw up some opposition'.” Three of the crew of KB709 were found dead on Anholt, three
other crew members from KB709 were found in Sweden. The pilot, F/O Plunkett was never
found.
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GARDINER, F/L Raymond Arthur (J15548) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.405 Squadron -
Award effective 1 September 1943 as per London Gazette dated 10 September 1943 and AFRO
2138/43 dated 22 October 1943. Born at Ingersoll, Ontario, 14 December 1918. Attended
Durham Public School, Hanover Public School and Hanover High School. Home in ElImwood,
Ontario. Machine hand and painter for a furniture company, 1936-1937; taught music, 1937-
1938; Last employment was as service and stock clerk for Knechtel Kitchen Cabinets (April 1938
to June 1940). Enlisted in Hamilton, 21 August 1940 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To
No.3 Training Command, 31 August 1940. To No.1 ITS, 12 October 1940. Promoted LAC, 6



November 1940 and posted that date to No.2 WS, Calgary. To No.4 BGS, Fingal, 15 March
1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 14 April 1941.To Manning Depot, Debert, 25 April
1941; to Embarkation Depot, Halifax, 18 May 1941. To RAF overseas, 7 June 1941. To No.12
OTU, 14 June 1941. To Chipping Warden, 17 August 1941. To No.405 Squadron, 4 October
1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 March 1942. Commissioned 17 June 1942. Promoted Flying
Officer, 17 December 1942. Missing, presumed dead, 23 November 1943 (Lancaster JA939).
Award presented to next of kin, 12 December 1944 by Governor General; RCAF photo PL-34558
taken after ceremony shows Mrs. R.A. Gardiner (wife) and her mother, Mrs. John Prue. Estates
guestionnaire noted that he had two brothers (Alfred was in RCN, Charles was 16) and four
sisters.

Since July 1942, Flight Lieutenant Gardiner has been signals leader of his
squadron. He has participated in many operational sorties against some of the
most heavily defended targets in Germany including Bremen, Essen and
Duisburg. Throughout his operational career he has displayed high courage and
devotion to duty.

Training: Interviewed in Hamilton, 11 July and 26 July 1940. Noted on second occasion that he
had spent five years in brass bands, playing trumpet; extensive play in softball, swimming and
track, moderate field sports and hockey, only occasional football. Descibed as "Good type
young man. Plays trumpet in a brass band. Keen to fly. Academic standing not high enough for
commission."

Course at No.2 WS was 11 November 1940 to 17 March 1941. In Flying Classroom as First
Operator for 25 minutes, in Flying Classroom on listening watch, three hours 45 minutes, and in
two-seat aircraft as sole operator for five hours 30 minutes. Ground School courses and marks
as follows: Theory (38/50), Radio Equipment (140/250), Morse, buzzer and lamp (187/200),
Procedure (184/200), Signals Organisation (123/150), Armament (74/100), Drill and P.T.
(41/50). Placed 56th in a class of 183.

Course al No.4 BGS was 17 March to 13 April 1941. Flew 12 hours ten minutes in Battle (all by
day plus 45 minutes as passenger). In Beam test he scored 15.5 % hits, in Beam Relative Speed
test, 7.5 % hits, in Under Tail test, 5.5 % hits. Scored 74 % on written test, 74 % on oral test,
graded 210 out of 250 under "Ability as Firer" and 111 out of 150 on "Qualities as an NCO".
Placed 6th in a class of 83. Described as "Good all round air gunner. Took a great interest in
work."

Assessments: Assessed 21 January 1943 by W/C A.C.P. Clayton which described him "a very
keen officer".



Assessed on 22 July 1943 by W/C J.E. Fauquier, which noted he had flown 151 hours 54 minutes
on operations, 117 hours 51 minutes in previous six month. Generall marked as satisfactory in
all categories with no remarks entered.

The website “Lost Bombers” has the following on his last sortie. Lancaster JA939, No.405
Squadron (LQ-C), target Berlin, 23/24 November 1943. JA939 was delivered to No.405
Squadron in July 1943. Airborne at 1712 hours, 23 November 1943 from Gransden Lodge. Cause
of loss not established. Crashed at Ter Apel Groningen), 15 km NE of Emmen (Drenthe) Holland.
Crew were F/L H.K.Lefroy, DFC, RCAF (killed); P/O P.J.Scott (killed); F/L C.W.Cole, DFC (POW,
held in Camp L.1, POW number 1583); F/O W.J.Lawrence, RCAF (killed); F/L R.A.Gardiner, DFC,
RCAF (killed); Flight Sergeant J.G.Odell, RCAF (killed); Flight Sergeant J.G.S.Kavanaugh, RCAF
(killed).

RCAF Press Release No. 1343, 22 March 1943

LONDON, (R.C.A.F. News Service) — After over a year’s service with the first RCAF
Bomber Squadron to be formed in Britain, Pilot Officer R.A. “Ray” Gardiner of
Hanover, Ontario, a wireless operator-air gunner, has now been appointed
Signals Leader. Only 22 years old, Ray has seen service under three commanding
officers, Wing Commander R.M. Fenwick-Wilson of Rock Creek, B.C., Wing
Commander Johnny Fauquier of Ottawa, and Wing Commander Len Fraser, DFC,
of Vancouver, and has been out on many bombing operational trips. The ordeal
of these flights have left little mark on this smooth-cheeked, fair haired
youngster who grins when he thinks back on his “shaky do’s”.

“1 think I've been to about every place in Germany and enemy-occupied
countries that’s been bombed, with the exception of Berlin”, he says —
“Wilhelmshaven, Bremen, Essen, Cologne, Hamburg — I've been to them all. I've
even been to Hanover, and | don’t mean my home town. It was there that | lost
my flashlight, which had been sent to me from my folks in Hanover, Ontario. As |
was pushing out a “reco” flare, | dropped my flashlight down the flare-chute.

“On various of my trips, I've had some bad shakings. One was over Bremen. We
were up at 16,000 feet when we were coned in searchlights and the skipper put
us into a dive. When we were down to 13,000 feet we were hit by ‘flak’ and the
skipper couldn’t pull the kite out of the dive. Four of us — all hanging on to the
stick — just managed to get her straight and level again at 3,000 feet. The hit
moved our wings back about four inches and the main spar was all bent to the
dickens. We got back to base in her, but she never took to the air again.”



“Then on an Essen trip, we had to bale out and | became a member of the
‘Caterpillar Club’. We were over England, fortunately, when one of the engines
caught fire and the skipper held her straight and level while we jumped. | got
out at between 1,500 and 2,000 feet. Unfortunately, the skipper was killed. He
didn’t have time to get out.”

“The trip to the Renault factory in Paris was also shaky. We started off with a
4,000 pounder and as we took off, the undercarriage collapsed. It started to fold
up as we taxied off and when the kite bounced for the last time, the wheels were
half way up. But we went on to Paris, knowing that when we came back we
would have to make a belly landing. We found the factory all right and our 4,000
pounder went right in the middle. Leith (P.O.P.E.M. Leith, DFC of Toronto) was
our navigator and he saw to it that there was no mistake.”

“When we got back to England we had to put down at another station — not at
our base and luckily, there was a lovely mud patch and we skidded along it
nicely. No one was hurt.”

Ray has also been on all the 1,000-plane raids to Cologne, the Ruhr and Bremen.
His last to Bremen, with Wing Commander Johnny Fauquier as the pilot, was as a
reconnaissance plans. They had to fly over the target after the last bomb had
fallen and observe the results of the raid. As Ray points out, they were the only
aircraft left in the sky and the “flak” chases them all over it. But Fauquier was a
“wizard” and turned and twisted, dodging the “flak” bursts until the job of
reconnaissance was done.”

As Signals Leader, Ray’s job is to see that all newcomers to the squadron are
brought up to operational standards, and that they know the radio installation of
the big four-engined Halifax bombers which the squadron uses. He is
responsible for all the squadron’s radio sets.

Ray joined the R.C.A.F. in 1940 and passed through the Eglinton Hunt Club,
Toronto, the Wireless School, Calgary and the Bombing and Gunnery School,
Fingal. He left Canada for overseas service in Britain in April 1941 and, before
joining his squadron, acted as an instructor at an R.A.F. Operational Training
Unit.
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GARDINER, F/L William Alexander (J17445) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No0.427 Squadron -
Award effective 5 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 17 July 1945 and AFRO 1558/45 dated
5 October 1945. Born 23 February 1919 in Sydney Mines, Nova Scotia; home there (miner and
former member of the Royal Canadian Artillery). Enlisted in Halifax, 6 January 1941 and posted
to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.1A Manning Depot, 21 January 1941; to No.1 Manning Depot
again, 18 March 1941; to No.6 BGS (guard), 28 April 1941. To No.1 ITS, 9 June 1941; graduated
and promoted LAC, 21 July 1941 when posted to No.1 AOS; graduated 12 October 1941 when
posted to No.1 BGS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 22 November 1941; posted that date
to No.2 ANS; graduated 22 December 1941 and posted next day to “Y” Depot. To RAF overseas,
7 January 1942. Commissioned 12 April 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 12 October 1943.
Promoted Flight Lieutenant, same date. Repatriated 1 June 1945. To Moncton, 12 June 1945.
Retired 9 September 1945. Postwar doctor; died in Toronto, 19 November 2008. Photo PL-
43737 shows a group who had completed two tours of operations and were then on strength of
No.427 Squadron: F/O H.H. McDaniel, DFC (rear gunner), F/L E.E. Morgan, DFC (wireless
operator), F/L W.A. Gardiner, DFC (navigator or bomb aimer), F/L E.C. Stewart, DFM (pilot), S/L
F.D. Smith, DFC (navigator) and F/O H.E. Thornicroft, DFC (flight engineer). No citation other
than "in recognition of gallantry and devotion to duty in the execution of air operations against
the enemy". DHist file 181.009 D.1729 (PAC RG.24 Vol.20607) has recommendation by W/C
V.F. Ganderton dated 19 March 1945 when he had flown 42 sorties (281 hours 25 minutes).
First tour had been 11 August 1942 (Le Havre) to 13 May 1943; it had included three trips to
Turin (18 and 20 November 1942 and 11 December 1942); second tour began 27 December
1944 (St.Vith).

This Bomb Aimer has completed forty-two operational bombing attacks against
the enemy, fifteen of these on his second tour. On all his sorties Flight
Lieutenant Gardiner has proved himself to be an outstanding Bomb Aimer,
bringing back photographs of an excellent calibre. He possesses coolness and
displays exceptional fearlessness in the face of danger, and by his courage, skill
and determination in action has been an inspiration to his crew.

At all times Flight Lieutenant Gardiner has been an example of cheerful courage,
unselfishness and sacrifice and in view of his splendid record | most highly
recommend that he be awarded a non-immediate Distinguished Flying Cross.

The sortie list was as follows:

11 August 1942 - Le Havre (5.30)

6 September 1942 - Duisburg (5.00)
10 September 1942 - Dusseldorf (4.45)
26 September 1942 - Flensburg (5.00)



13 October 1942 - Kiel (7.20)

23 October 1942 - Genoa (9.40)

7 November 1942 - Genoa (8.00)

9 November 1942 - Hamburg (6.30)
15 November 1942 - Genoa (10.30)
18 November 1942 - Turin (9.00)

20 November 1942 - Turin (9.45)

11 December 1942 - Turin (9.55)

14 December 1942 - Gardening (3.10)
20 December 1942 - Duisburg (4.45)
9 January 1943 - Gardening (6.25)

15 January 1943 - Lorient (5.30)

27 January 1943 - Dusseldorf (5.30)
2 February 1943 - Cologne (5.50)

3 February 1943 - Hamburg (3.05, duty not carried out)
26 March 1943 - Duisburg (4.30)

27 March 1943 - Berlin (7.15)

29 March 1943 - Berlin (2.15, duty not carried out)
3 April 1943 - Essen (4.45)

4 April 1943 - Kiel (5.40)

27 April 1943 - Duisburg (5.10)

28 April 1943 - Gardening (7.00)

30 April 1943 - Essen (5.05)

4 May 1943 - Dortmund (5.00)

12 May 1943 - Duisburg (2.00, duty not carried out)
13 May 1943 - Bochum (5.20)
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27 December 1944 - St. Vith (7.10)

28 December 1944 - Opladeb (3.50)
29 December 1944 - Oberlar (6.45)

2 January 1945 - Ludwigshaven (7.45)
3 January 1945 - Hanover (6.30)

6 January 1945 - Hanau (6.55)

28 January 1945 - Stuttgart (6.40)

4 February 1945 - Osterfeld (6.30)

7 February 1945 - Goch (6.55)

13 February 1945 - Dohlen (7.50)

20 February 1945 - Monheim (6.55)
24 February 1945 - Kamen (6.25)

11 March 1945 - Essen (6.10)



12 March 1945 - Dortmund (6.20)
14 March 1945 - Zweibrucken (7.15)
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GARDINER, S/L William George (J8137) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 14
June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1395/45 dated 31 August 1945. Born
16 June 1913. Enlisted in Vancouver, 10 January 1941 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To
No.1 ANS (guard), 20 February 1941. To No.2 ITS, 10 April 1941; graduated and promoted LAC,
27 May 1941 when posted to No.2 EFTS; graduated 26 July 1941 when posted to No.11 SFTS;
graduated and commissioned 10 October 1941. To Embarkation Depot, 11 October 1941; to
RAF overseas, 3 November 1941. Promoted Flying Officer, 1 October 1942. Promoted Flight
Lieutenant, 7 October 1943. Promoted Squadron Leader, date uncertain. Repatriated 8
February 1945. To Western Air Command, 13 February 1945. To No.122 Squadron, 10 April
1945. To No.3 Composite Flight, 15 September 1945. Retired 2 January 1946.

GARDINER, S/L William George (J8137) - Croix de Guerre (France) - No.190 Squadron (AFRO
gives unit only as "Overseas") - Awarded as per AFRO 1619/45 dated 19 October 1945. Public
Records Office Air 2/9645 has citation.

As pilot of aircraft, Flying Officer Blake participated in a number of special supply
missions to the Maquis both before and after the invasion of Normandy. These
operations, many of which were completed during adverse weather, required a
high degree of skill and accuracy. On one occasion his aircraft sustained much
damage by anti-aircraft fire; in addition Flying Officer Blake and his navigator
were wounded. Displaying courage and skilful airmanship, Flying Officer Blake
brought the aircraft back to base and accomplished a masterly landingg. On the
night of 5th June, 1944, Flying Officer Blake towed a glider aircraft to Normandy
successfully. The following day, despite intense enemy opposition, he succeeded
in releasing another glider over the landing zone.

* %k % k %k

GARDNER, W/C (acting G/C) Edward Robertson (C380) - Air Force Cross - RCAF Station Moncton
- Award effective 21 April 1945 as per London Gazette dated 24 April 1945 and AFRO 802/45
dated 11 May 1945. Born in Winnipeg, 24 May 1905. Rifleman, Royal Winnipeg Rifles, 9
December 1929 to 31 May 1933. Applied to RCAF, 7 October 1931 while employed by Oldfield,
Kirby and Gardner (Investment and Insurance Brokers). Enlisted in RCAF in Winnipeg, 14 June
1933 with No.12 Army Cooperation Squadron (Auxiliary). Attended summer camp, Shilo, June
1933. Qualified for pilot's badge, 27 April 1936. Promoted Flying Officer, 11 June 1936.



Attended summer camp, July 1936. Army Cooperation course, Trenton, 8-20 March 1937.
Armament course at Trenton, 14-26 March 1938. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 January 1940.
Proceeded overseas with No.110 (Army Cooperation) Squadron, 16 February 1940. He was
found to have dfective colour vision and was thus placed on limited flying duty. Served as
Assistant Adjutant. Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 February 1941. Returned from overseas, 3
March 1941. To Central Flying School, 14 March 1941; flying instrctor course, 17 March to 26
April 1941 (Category “B” instructor). To No.12 SFTS, 10 May 1941. To No.3 Training Command,
Montreal, 9 August 1941. To No.121 (Composite) Squadron, 26 March 1942. To Eastern Air
Command Headquarters, 16 July 1943, supervising non-operational flying and marine craft plus
installation of Airway Traffic Control system. Promoted Acting Wing Commander, 1 August
1943; confirmed in that rank, 1 November 1943. To Moncton, 1 July 1944. Promoted Group
Captain, 1 December 1944. Retired 10 August 1945. Killed in an aircraft crash, with his son,
William Derek Stuart Gardner, 17 March 1960. Governor General's Records (RG.7 Group 26,
Vol.58, file 190-I, dossier 6) has citation. When recommended he had flown 1,323 hours.

This officer, over a long period of time, has proved himself to be a most
enthusiastic and capable pilot. By his tenacity, ability and devotion to duty he
has made an outstanding contribution to flying both in transportation and in co-
operation with the Navy and Army. Through his skill and efforts the organization
for the safety of flying in Eastern Air Command has been greatly improved.

Recommendation raised 4 December 1944 by Air Commodore W.A. Orr, Eastern Air Command
Headquarters, stating he had flown 1,323 hours 20 minutes (43.10 in previous six months)
including 148.45 as instructor in the past. Text as follows:

This officer has been an enthusiastic and capable pilot, who by his perseverance
and devotion to duty in flying has made an outstanding contribution to the
training of others, both in the field of transportation and co-operation with the
Navy and Army. Through his efforts, the organization for the safety of flying in
Eastern Air Command has been greatly improved.

Notes: Limited flying in 1934 (two hours 50 minutes dual, 25 minutes solo) but assessed as “An
officer of much promise - alert, enthusiastic and tactful with very good presence.” In 1935 he
flew 65 hours five minutes and assessed as “An excellent young officer.” His record for 1936
makes interesting reading - 51 hours five minutes solo, ten hours 15 minutes dual, and the
following comment - “This officer has been in charge of the Signal Section and has been very
enthusiastic in furthering signal training, He developed and built a short wave W/T and R/T set
for use in a DH Moth and as a result army cooperation training could be carried out at summer
camp.”



Army Co-operation Course at Trenton (8-20 March 1937) involved flying in Fairchild 71 (four
hours ten minutes) and Atlas (50 minutes). Courses in Signals (69 percent), Map Reading and
Air Reconnaissance (80 percent), Morse (six words per minute) and Army Organization and
Tactics with Air Force in the Field (44 percent). Rated “average” - S/L T.A. Lawrence wrote,
“Made good progress during the course and applied himself to work. It is necessary for this
officer to improve his Morse.”

In 1938 he flew 36 hours 20 minutes as a pilot, 2.40 as passenger on Moths, Fleets and Avros.

The assessment of 12 February 1941 by W/C D.M.MacKay reads “This is a peculiar case, F/L
Gardner has the ability and brains to do any job given him. Unfortunately however he acts on
ideas of his own. Out of twenty ideas, one will be brilliant but the rest are hopeless and since
they have all been acted upon, the brilliant idea is hardly worth the bad effects of the others. In
addition to this he seems to be able to get everyone’s back up. The pilots would not work for
him while he was in the operations room. Except for the above his remaining qualities are
above the average.”

His colour vision did not prevent him from performing a remarkable flight in December 1941.
He had been assigned to lead a flight of Bolingbrokes from Scoudouc to Patricia Bay. The
weather was bad. Four other pilots (veterans of Atlantic ferry flights) did not make it (crashed
at Scoudouc, Dorval, Amesdale and Vancouver, apparently from engine failure) - only Gardner
got through

There is reference to a flight on 4 April 1944 which involved his landing on a narrow strip along
the shore of St. Paul’s Island when the Gulf of St. Lawrence was filled with pack ice. He
removed the radio station operator’s wife under difficult circumstances including the sea in a
35-mph wind.

He also mentioned a flight on 19 April 1944 in Bolingbroke 10087. “This was an aircraft that
121 Squadron refused to fly. Three attempts had been made to take the aircraft up, but were
unsuccessful, and as another of the squadron’s Bolingbrokes had a couple of hours before burst
into flames in the air, and crashed into the sea, it was considered necessary to restore some
confidence in the minds of the pilots of this target-towing squadron. It was discovered during
the following aircraft test that the fault would not have been discovered on ground test except
under unusual circumstances.”

He also referred to flying, 30-31 March 1944 at Bradley Field, testing Hudson, Ventura and
Marauder aircraft as target tugs - Hudson chosen.
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GARDNER, F/L Ernest Hugh (J12968) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.427 Squadron - Award
effective 30 October 1945 as per London Gazette dated 6 November 1945 and AFRO 155/46
dated 15 February 1946. Born in Saskatoon, 20 April 1920; home there (clerk). Educated at
University of Saskatchewan; formerly COTC. Enlisted in Saskatoon, 11 March 1941. To No.2
Manning Depot, 27 May 1941. To No.7 Equipment Depot, 14 July 1941. To No.2 ITS, 7 August
1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 13 September 1941 when posted to No.14 EFTS; may have
graduated 7 November 1941 but not posted to No.10 SFTS until 22 November 1941; ceased
training 18 December 1941 when posted to Trenton; to No.4 AQS, 17 January 1942; graduated
25 April 1942 when posted to No.4 BGS; graduated 6 June 1942 when posted to No.1 CNS;
graduated and commissioned 20 July 1942. To RAF overseas, date uncertain. Promoted Flying
Officer, 20 January 1943; promoted Flight Lieutenant, 15 June 1944. Repatriated 20 August
1946. Retired 23 September 1946 to live in Victoria. No citation other than
"completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] displayed
the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty." DHist file 181.009 D.2610 (RG.24
Vol.20627) has recommendation dated 22 May 1945. He had flown 44 sorties (275 hours); his
first tour (No.424 Squadron) had been 31 sorties (190 hours); second tour was from 14 March
to 10 May 1945 including three sorties on "Exodus" (8-9-10 May 1945).

Flight Lieutenant Gardner has successfully completed one tour of operations and
has done thirteen sorties on his second. He has repeatedly shown that he
possesses a high degree of technical skill, a dogged determination, and the
courage to produce the best results regardless of opposition. His work on the
ground has been outstanding. Through his efforts he has produced a smooth
working crew which is an asset to this Squadron. For his consistent outstanding
work throughout a prolonged period, | recommend he be awarded a non-
immediate Distinguished Flying Cross.

The sortie list for his second tour was as follows (see also Robert Lamont McGillivray):

14 March 1945 - Zweibrucken (7.10)
21 March 1945 - Hemingstadt (5.15)
22 March 1945 - Hildesheim (6.15)
23 March 1945 - Bottrop (5.55)

25 March 1945 - Hanover (6.20)

31 March 1945 - Hamburg (5.50)

4 April 1945 - Meisburg (9.15)

8 April 1945 - Hamburg (6.15)

10 April 1945 - Leipzig (8.25)

22 April 1945 - Bremen (5.35)



3 May 1945 - Recalled (4.15, duty not carried out)
8 May 1945 - Exodus (4.20)

9 May 1945 - Exodus (5.20)

10 May 1945 - Exodus (4.50)
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GARDNER, F/L Harold Alexander (J14036) - Air Force Cross - No.11 Squadron (Canada) - Award
effective 23 February 1946 as per London Gazette dated 5 February 1946 and AFRO 280/46
dated 15 March 1946. Born 13 June 1914. Enlisted in Vancouver, 11 September 1940. To “K”, 8
October 1940. To No.1 ITS, 14 November 1940; graduated and promoted LAC, 21 December
1940 when posted to No.14 EFTS; graduated 9 February 1941 when posted to No.2 Manning
Depot; to No.4 SFTS, 21 February 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 9 June 1941. To
No.119 (BR) Squadron, 10 June 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 9 December 1941. Promoted
WQ02, 9 June 1942. Commissioned 11 July 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 11 January 1943.
Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 December 1943. To No.1 Group Headquarters, 23 February 1944.
To No.11 (BR) Squadron, 3 October 1944. To No.8 Release Centre, 20 August 1945. Retired 29
August 1945.

This officer has completed nearly two tours of operations on arduous sorties

while engaged in anti-submarine operations. His competence as a pilot and

captain have inspired the complete confidence and admiration of every member

of every air crew with whom he has been associated. His willingness to accept

responsibility, attention to minute detail and unwavering devotion to duty are

among his many attributes. Despite his reputation of being a hard taskmaster

and an exacting crew captain, there has always been a waiting list for

membership to his crew. His superiors have found in him a valuable right-hand

man, an excellent example as an officer and a co-operative, helpful assistant.

* % % k %k

GARDNER-MEDWIN, F/L Alec George (J11245) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.424 Squadron -
Award effective 1 September 1944 as per London Gazette dated 15 September 1944 and AFRO
2373/44 dated 3 November 1944. Born in Liverpool, England, 1910; home in Coulson, Surrey.
Enlisted in Toronto, 4 June 1941. Trained at No.1 ITS (graduated 25 September 1941), No.1
AOS (graduated 1 February 1942), No.1 BGS (graduated 14 March 1942) and No.2 ANS
(graduated 13 April 1942). Commissioned in 1942. To Patricia Bay, 23 July 1945. Retired 30
September 1945. Postwar painter; awarded MBE, 1 January 1998, “for services to the Stanley
Spencer Art Gallery, Cookham, Berkshire.”



Throughout his tour of operational duty this officer has set an outstanding
example to every member of his squadron. As squadron bombing leader his
efficiency has been exceptional and his high courage and keenness have been
largely responsible for the good work accomplished by the bomb airmen of the
squadron.

NOTE: Public Records Office Air 2/9276 has recommendation dated 3 June 1944 when he had
flown 27 sorties (173 hours); sortie list and original text as follows:

15 January 1943 - Lorient (7.55)

26 January 1943 - Lorient (7.37)

29 January 1943 - Lorient (8.10)

3 February 1943 - Hamburg (3.40)

7 February 1943 - Daylight recce (5.35)
11 February 1943 - GARDENING (4.34)

4 April 1943 - Kiel (6.30)

15 April 1943 - GARDENING, Brest (6.56)
2-22 June 1943 - Dalton-Pavillier (transit from United Kingdom, 16.35)
3 July 1943 - Trepani (3.48)

9 July 1943 - Cataglironi (4.14)

11 July 1943 - Monte Corvina (5.45)

14 July 1943 - Naples (6.02)

20 July 1943 - Naples (5.46)

23 July 1943 - San Giovanni (5.15)

5 August 1943 - Messina (6.20)

11 August 1943 - Messina (5.30)

17 August 1943 - Cape Suvero (5.47)

20 August 1943 - Villa Lierno (5.45)

24 August 1943 - Torre Annunziata (5.40)
27 August 1943 - Salerno (5.45)

1 September 1943 - Aversa (5.55)

2 September 1943 - Cagliari (5.45)

4 September 1943 - Grazzanise (6.20)

8 September 1943 - Battipaglia (7.00)
10 September 1943 - Formio (7.05)

12 September 1943 - Castelnuova (7.05)

Can J.11245 Flight Lieutenant A.G. Gardner-Medwin, RCAF Bomb Aimer, has
completed 27 sorties, many of which were carried out over the most heavily
defended targets in Germany and Italy.



Flight Lieutenant Medwin as Bombing Leader of this squadron set an outstanding
example to every member of his section. Many of his sorties were carried out
with inexperienced crews, filling in at the last minute the position of an unfit
Bomb Aimer. Flight Lieutenant Medwin ran his Section with the greatest
efficiency and his high courage and keenness were mainly responsible for the
good work done by the Bomb Aimers of this squadron. | consider Flight
Lieutenant Medwin fully deserves the award (non-immediate) of the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

GARDNER-MEDWIN, F/L Alec George, DFC (J11245) - Mention in Despatches - No.22 OTU -
Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 379/45 dated 2
March 1945.

* %k k %k %

GAREN, Sergeant John Rennie (R90587) - Mention in Despatches - No.62 Base - Award effective
1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 425/45 dated 9 March 1945.
Born 8 August 1911. Enlisted in North Bay, 19 March 1941 as Instrument Maker and posted to
No.1 Manning Depot. To No.5 Equipment Depot, 30 April 1941. Promoted C1, 19 June 1941.
Promoted LAC, 1 Octobe 1941. Promoted Sergeant, 1 January 1942. To “Y” Depot, 2 January
1942. To RAF overseas, 8 January 1942; arrived in UK 21 January 1942. Served in North Africa,
27 May to 26 October 1943. Repatriated 1 May 1945. To No.10 EFTS, 17 June 1945. To No.4
Release Centre, 22 August 1945. Retired 24 August 1945. Died in Owen Sound, Ontario, 14
September 1999 as per Legion Magazine of March 2000 which also stated he had served with
Nos.405 and 425 Squadrons. No citation in AFRO. Recommended for MiD, 22 July 1944, when
he was an Instrument Repairman with No0.9425 Servicing Echelon. Recommendation read as
follows:

The exemplary manner in which this NCO has carried out his duties both in this
country and during the African Campaign has been an outstanding example to
those with whom he has been employed. Without thought of personal gain,
Sergeant Garen has worked many long hours and given his best in the interests
of the Service. He is a superior tradesman and exceptionally tactful in handling
men.

* k 3k k %

GARGETT, P/O Edward (C18867) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No0.429 Squadron - Award
effective 19 June 1944 as per London Gazette dated 27 June 1944 and AFRO 1861/44 dated 25



August 1944. Born in Medicine Hat, Alberta, 22 May 1913; educated there (ElIm Street Public
School, 1919-1927; Alexandra High School, 1927-1929); home there; stock checker in Maple
Leaf Milling Company, Medicine Hat, 1929-1939. Enlisted in Calgary Highlanders, 25 September
1939. To England, 28 August 1940. Transferred to Canadian Provost Corps, 22 July 1941.
Transferred to RCAF, London, England, 30 January 1942. To No.13 Initial Training Wing,
Torquay, 21 February 1942. To No.1 Elementary Air Navigation School, 15 August 1942.
Promoted Flight Sergeant, 3 March 1943. To No.4 AOS, 31 October 1942 (Anson aircraft, 109
hours 50 minutes). To No.23 OTU, Pershore, 23 March 1943 (Wellingtons, 77 hours 30
minutes). To No.1659 Conversion Unit, 7 June 1943 (Halifax aircraft, 27 hours 25 minutes). To
No.419 Squadron, 28 June 1943 (149 hours 45 minutes). Commissioned 2 October 1943. To
No.429 Squadron, 11 November 1943 (83 hours 20 minutes). Promoted Flying Officer, 1 April
1944. To No.1664 Conversion Unit to instruct, 8 April 1944 (17 hours 45 minutes). Repatriated
23 November 1944. To No.2 Air Command, 11 November 1944. Retired 14 February 1945.
RCAF photo PL-28225 (ex UK-9121 dated 23 March 1944) shows him after 27 sorties. Died in
Pincher Creek, Alberta, 18 April 1986 as per Legion Magazine of July/August 1986 (which gave
his NCO number of R225039). No citation other than "completed...many successful operations
against the enemy in which [he has] displayed high skill, fortitude and devotion to duty." DHist
file 181.009 D.5524 (RG.24 Vo0l.20667) has recommendation dated 20 April 1944 when he had
flown 29 sorties (205 hours ten minutes), 13 July 1943 to 22 March 1944,

This navigator has carried out twenty-nine attacks on the heavily defended
targets in Germany such as Berlin, Hamburg, Essen and Hanover. His brilliant
navigation and enthusiasm for his work have contributed greatly to the success
of these sorties and have been an inspiration to the other members of his crew.
It is considered that this officer's fine offensive spirit and devotion to duty fully
merit the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

RCAF Press Release 3561 dated 3 January 1944 reads as follows:

With the RCAF Bomber Group Overseas - Rising from the rank of “buck private”
in the Canadian Army to navigator of a Halifax bomber in the RCAF Bomber
Group in England is the ambition that has been realized by P/O E. Gargett
(Medicine Hat, Alberta) of the Bison Squadron.

And one of the unusual features of P/O Gargett’s rise to commissioned rank is
the fact that he obtained his transfer to the RCAF after he had arrived overseas
with the Second Division of the Canadian Army, and instead of being sent back to
Canada for his aircrew training, as usually is the case, he won his half-wing on
this side of the “briny”. While four of his mates were returned to Canada for a
spell, P/O Gargett took his instruction in England and Scotland.



The 30-year old navigator who is now playing a leading part with his crew in
helping to blast the principal cities of Germany climbed the ladder of success the
hard way. At the outbreak of war in September 1939, P/O Gargett offered his
services to the Calgary Highlanders in Medicine Hat for active service and was
accepted. In August of the following year he came overseas with the Second
Division of the Canadian Army.

Craving more action than he was getting he was transferred to the RCAF in 1942
to begin his aircrew training. In March of the following year he won his wings
and Sergeant’s stripes and eventually was posted to the Moose Squadron of the
RCAF Bomber Group. It was with this squadron that P/O Gargett completed 20
operational sorties over enemy territory, including such targets as Berlin (three
times), Nuremberg, Mannheim, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanover, Milan and
Peenemunde.

A big brawny kind of a chap, P/O Gargett would have liked to have completed his
first tour of “ops” with the Moose squadron, but fate stepped into the picture
when his skipper was “screened” after completing his tour of”ops”. This meant
that the crew was broken up and P/O Gargett was transferred to the Bison
squadron of the bomber group and at the same time raised to the rank of Pilot
Officer.

With his present squadron this ambitious gentleman from the Alberta foothills
has already completed three more operational trips, making a total of 23
altogether to date.

Two other members of P/O Gargett’s family are serving with Canada’s active
forces. He has two younger brothers in Italy at present, one with the Tank Corps
and the other with the Signal Corps.

Compiler’s note: It is probable that the brother in the “Tank Corps” was Corporal Thomas C.
Gargett, 12" Armoured Regiment (The Three Rivers Regiment), killed in action 20 October
1944,

Notes: On repatriation form he claimed 29 sorties (216.10), the last on 22 March 1944. Also
214.45 in training and 44.40 instructing.

Application for Operational Wing dated 24 March 1944 claumed 29 sorties, 13 July 1943 to 24
March 1944 (216.10).



Training: Course at No.1 Elementary Air Navigation School was 17 August to 30 October 1942.
Graded in Air Navigation, Plotting (264/400), Air Navigation, Theory (242/400), Meteorology
(138/200), Armament, practical (87/100), Signals, practical (98/100) and Aircraft Recognition
(80/100). “A good cadet with plenty of initiative. Recommended for a commission.” (W/C
J.A.K. Pettit.

Course at No.4 AOS was 1 November 1942 to 1 March 1943. Anson aircraft (30.15 as first
navigator by day, 45.30 as second navigator by day, 18.20 as first navigator by night, 15.35 as
second navigator by night). Graded in Air Work as follows - Air Navigation, Day (252/350), Air
Navigation, Night (185/250), Air Navigation, Map Reading (130/200), Photography (74/100) and
Reconnaissance (67/100). Ground work marked as follows - Air Navigation Exercises (190/250),
Air Navigation Test (208/250), Reconnaissance (114/150), Signals (104/150), Photography
(140/150), Aircraft Recognition (33/50). “A tough nut and rather cynical. Has produced average
results in both ground and air work.”

* %k k k% %

GARLAND, F/O John Wilburn (J17155) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.80 Squadron - Award
effective 23 February 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 563/45 dated 29
March 1945. Born in Carleton Place, Goulburn Township, Ontario, 15 June 1922 (date in
obituary notice); home in Richmond, Ontario. Enlisted in Ottawa, 17 December 1940; trained
at No.3 ITS (graduated 9 June 1941), No.14 EFTS (graduated 27 July 1941) and No.9 SFTS
(graduated 24 October 1941 with the rank of Sergeant); promoted to Flight Sergeant, 24 April
1942; promoted to Warrant Officer, 24 October 1942; commissioned as a Pilot Officer, 11
January 1943; promoted to Flying Officer, 12 July 1943; promoted to Flight Lieutenant, 11
January 1945. Arrived overseas on 31 March 1942; posted to Middle East Command, 8 May
1942 and to No.243 Wing on 1 July 1942; to No.244 Wing, 26 July 1942. Reported sick, 19
December 1942; to No.80 Squadron, 6 January 1943; to No.127 Squadron, 11 August 1943;
returned to No.80 Squadron on 19 August 1943, remaining with that unit until 22 January 1945
(squadron returned to Britain on 10 April 1944). Posted to No.3 Squadron, 23 January 1945;
reported missing, 8 February 1945; reported safe in United Kingdom, 26 April 1945.
Repatriated to Canada, 22 July 1945 and released on 3 October 1945, having flown two tours;
Operational Wings and Bar mailed to Richmond, 22 November 1945. Credited with the
following aerial victories: 3 December 1944, one Me.262 destroyed; 27 December 1944, one
FW.190 destroyed; 1 January 1945, two FW.190s destroyed; 23 January 1945, one Ju.88
destroyed (shared with another pilot). Rejoined the RCAF in 1950 as a Flying Officer; promoted
to Flight Lieutenant on 1 January 1953 and Squadron Leader on 1 January 1959; obtained
Masters Degree in Aeronautical Engineering at USAF University, June 1963. His career
included staff assighments at Canadian Forces Headquarters, Project Control Officer at the
Central Experimental and Proving Establishment, an exchange tour with the USAF, command of



the Cold Lake Detachment, Central Experimental and Proving Establishment, and Officer
Commanding, No.102 Composite Unit. He was one of the first RCAF pilots to fly at Mach 2 (in
an F-104). His final posting was as Commanding Officer, RCAF Test and Maintenance
Operations. Retired in rank of Colonel. Died in Winnetka, (Chicago, Illinois), 29 March 2006.
An earlier version of this entry stated that he had died at Kelowna, British Columbia, 12
February 2000. The deceased on that occasion was actually Major-General Davis F. Garland
(nobody wrote to correct the error). Photo PL-48182 shows him with his wife and father after
investiture; PL-111514 is a portrait dated 12 January 1959.

This officer has completed a very large number of sorties, involving attacks on
enemy targets in various battle areas. During these operations he has effectively
attacked shipping, many mechanical vehicles and a number of locomotives and
wagons; his successes also include the destruction of four enemy aircraft. Flying
Officer Garland has proved himself to be a highly skilled, courageous and
resolute fighter.

NOTE: No.80 Squadron initially flew Hurricanes. His first sortie was a scramble on 22 August
1942 and his second a scramble on 23 August 1942. His 12th sortie (24 October 1942) was
escort to tank-busting aircraft. On 14 August 1943 he flew his last Hurricane sortie (and his 81st
operational flight), an ASR mission. On 23 August 1943, having converted to Spitfires, he flew
his first Spitfire trip (a scramble). His first tour concluded on 22 March 1944 with his 145th
sortie, by which time he had flown 218 hours 20 minutes on operations. His second tour
commenced on 16 August 1944 (escort mission). The next day he went to West Malling and
converted to Tempests. On 13 and 14 September 1944, flying Tempests, he attacked V-2 sites.
He flew 66 Tempest sorties until he was shot down by flak on 8 February 1945 and taken
prisoner. Subsequently escaped during a night march and hit in woods for two weeks until
liberated by advancing allies.

FURTHER NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9044 has recommendation to DFC drafted 2 January
1945 when he had flown 205 sorties (290 operational hours). It was composed by S/LR.L.
Spurdle who was that day both Commanding Officer of No.80 Squadron and Wing Commander
Flying of the wing.

Flying Officer Garland has flown on operations in North Africa, Italy, England and
from the Continent. An outstanding leader of courage and coolness, Flying
Officer Garland has destroyed or damaged many enemy motor vehicles and
locomotives, rolling stock and shipping, as well as ground installations. He has
also destroyed four enemy fighters and damaged another. The last two enemy
aircraft destroyed were shot down in a typically efficient manner when Flying
Officer Garland spotted two Focke Wulf 190s at ground level when flying 9,000



feet above. Immediately diving to attack, Flying Officer Garland destroyed one
and ten seconds later the other, using only 95 rounds of ammunition.

* %k 3k 3k %

GARLAND, P/O Stewart Foster (J16208) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.40 Squadron - Award
effective 24 September 1943 as per London Gazette dated 15 October 1943 and AFRO 2386/43
dated 19 November 1943. Born in Ottawa, 29 December 1920; home there (clerk). Served in
38th Highlanders, Cornwall, as Private, 1 October to 1 November 1940. Enlisted in RCAF in
Ottawa, 22 July 1941 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.1 ITS, Toronto, 21 August
1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 9 October 1941; to No.20 EFTS, Oshawa, 10 October 1941;
graduated 6 December 1941 and posted next day to No.16 SFTS; graduated and promoted
Sergeant, 27 Mach 1942. To "Y" Depot, 29 March 1942;m to RAF Trainee Pool, 30 April 1942.
Disembarked in Britain, 12 May 1942. To No.3 (P) AFU, 25 June 1942. To No.22 OTU, 7
September 1942 but then reposted the same day to No.21 OTU. Commissioned 27 November
1942 as per Appointments, Promotions and Retirements list dated 8 February 1943. To Middle
East, 10 February 1943. To No.40 Squadron, 5 March 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 27 May
1943. To Headquarters, No.205 Group, 16 October 1943. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 2 March
1944 on posting to No.236 Wing. To No.142 Squadron, 23 April 1944. Killed in action 13/14
July 1944 in raid on Milan (Lambrake marshalling yard) with No.142 Squadron (Wellington
ME120) - possibly following damage in a grazing collision with another aircraft.

This officer is an extremely keen and efficient captain who has earned many
successes. One night in July 1943 he executed a most successful attack on the
marshalling yards at Reggio di Calabria, although his aircraft was hit by anti-
aircraft fire during the bombing run. Pilot Officer Garland pressed home his
attack starting many fires. He also secured an excellent photograph. His high
morale and fine record have set an excellent example.

Notes: Involved in accident at No.16 SFTS, 20 February 1942; Anson | (6708). While taxying the
brakes declined to hold and he collided with Anson 7506, damaging rudder and starboard
aileron of the other aircraft.

* %k %k k %k

GARNEAU, F/O Joseph Francois Rosaire (J26358) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.425 Squadron
- Award effective 6 January 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 January 1945 and AFRO
508/45 dated 23 March 1945. Born in Montreal, 4 October 1916, home there (clerk and
accountant). Enlisted there 16 July 1942 and posted to No.5 Manning Depot. Granted Leave
Without Pay until posted to No.3 ITS, 24 October 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 31



December 1942 but not posted to No.7 AOS until 23 January 1943. Graduated and
commissioned 14 May 1943. To “Y” Depot, 28 May 1943. To United Kingdom, 22 June 1943.
Promoted Flying Officer, 14 November 1943. Repatriated 21 December 1944. Retired 1
February 1945. Employed postwar for 42 years by Quebec North Shore and Ontario Paper
Company. Retired to Fonthill, Ontario; died in Welland, 31 July 2001. RCAF photo PL-22381 (ex
UK-6470 dated 2 December 1943 refers; Pilot Officer Jules Dargis (Trois Rivieres) discusses a
model Wellington with Pilot Officer Rosaire Garneau (navigator, Montreal), Sergeant Roland
Enos (bomb aimer, Montreal) and Sergeant Julien Cote (WAG, St. Paul, Alberta). No citation
other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he
has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty." DHist file
181.009 D.1730 (PAC RG.24 Vol.20607) has recommendation dated 11 October 1944 when he
had flown 35 sorties (165 hours 15 minutes):

A navigator of a Halifax bomber, Flying Officer Garneau has recently completed a
tour of operations over the heavily defended targets of Wesseling, Hamburg,
Kiel, Stuttgart, Wahne Eickel and Osnabruck.

Throughout his tour, Flying Officer Garneau has displayed exceptional
navigational talent. His keenness in operations has resulted in the very fine
record set up by his crew in precise timing and accurate bombing.

On one trip over Stuttgart in July 1944, this navigator, checking the D.R. Compass
on takeoff, found it to be twenty degrees off. He tried, without success, to
synchronize it with the P.4 Compass. Going over the Channel, the aircraft flew
into an electrical storm. The P.4 was rendered useless. The storm drove the
aircraft off course. Exhibiting dogged determination and a keen sense of
perception, the navigator pin-pointed his way from Lake Constance to base
where a successful landing was made.

His devotion to duty, his infectious keenness and his outstanding ability as a
Navigator are highly commendable.

The sortie list was as follows:

9 May 1944 - Calais (3.30)

12 May 1944 - Louvain (4.10)

22 May 1944 - Le Mans (5.10)

27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (5.10)
2 June 1944 - Neufchatel (3.45)

5 June 1944 - Houlgate (5.00)



6 June 1944 - Coutances (5.30)

7 June 1944 - Acheres (4.40)

21 June 1944 - St. Martin (3.40)

23 June 1944 - Bientques (5.00)

24 June 1944 - Benderes (3.40)

27 June 1944 - Foret d’Eary (4.15)

3 July 1944 - Biennais (4.10)

5 July 1944 - Biennais (3.30)

7 July 1944 - Caen (1.20, duty not carried out)
12 July 1944 - Thiverny (4.35)

15 July 1944 - Nucourt (4.20)

17 July 1944 - Caen A.1 (4.20)

18 July 1944 - Wesseling (4.35)

20 July 1944 - Ferme-en-Forestel (4.00)
24 July 1944 - Ferfay (4.25)

25 July 1944 - Stuttgart (8.25)

28 July 1944 - Hamburg (5.55)

31 July 1944 - Oeuf-en-Ternois (5.00)

3 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (4.00)

14 August 1944 - Bons Tassily (4.20)

15 August 1944 - Brussels (4.15)

16 August 1944 - Kiel (5.15)

18 August 1944 - Connantre (6.50)

25 August 1944 - Brest Cornouailles (4.45)
27 August 1944 - Marquis de Mimoyceques (3.55)
31 August 1944 - |le de Cezembre (5.00)

9 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.05)

10 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.25)

12 September 1944 - Wanne Eickel (5.25)
13 September 1944 - Osnabruck (4.35)

* %k % k %k

GARNETT, Sergeant Edgar James (R92884) - Mention in Despatches - No0.84 OTU - Award
effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 425/45 dated 9 March
1945. Born 8 May 1921. Enlisted in Calgary, 8 April 1941 as Radio Mechanic. To No.2A
Manning Depot, 12 May 1941. To University of Alberta, 6 June 1941. To GAC (whatever that is),
1 October 1941. Promoted LAC, 27 October 1941. To No.1 Manning Depot, 31 October 1941. To
No.31 Radio School, 10 November 1941. To “Y” Depot, 26 February 1942. To RAF overseas on
the same date. Promoted Corporal, 11 May 1943. Repatriated by air, June 1945. Retired 9



September 1945. An Edgar James Garnett died in Vancouver, 13 February 2014 although the
ancestry record gives his date of birth as 8 May 1921.

* %k 3k 3k %

GARRAND, F/O Noel William (C9627) - Member, Order of the British Empire - Western Air
Command Marine Squadron - Award effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that
date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 1946. Enlisted in Vancouver, 5 January 1942 and
commissioned that date. To Western Air Command, 15 March 1942. On strength of No.3 Repair
Depot, 1 August 1943. To Release Centre, 13 April 1945. Retired 16 July 1945.

This officer has been Master of Supply and Salvage Vessels operating in the
service in Pacific coastal waters continuously since early 1942. During this time
he has carried out his duties of supplying outlying detachments in a courageous
and highly efficient manner. One night, while Master of a craft which was
towing two scows from Vancouver to Union Bay, his vessel was overtaken by a
violent storm and high seas which caused the second of the two scows to break
adrift. Flying Officer Garrand displayed outstanding seamanship and high
courage in an attempt to salvage this scow, only giving up after some hours
when the scow had drifted ashore and his ship was in imminent danger of being
wrecked. His courage, resourcefulness and fine seamanship throughout his
service career have won the high regard of all and have set a fine example for
others to follow.

* %k %k k %k

GARRATT, F/L Frederick John Shillitoe (C6527) - Member, Order of the British Empire - No.39
SFTS - Award effective 28 May 1943 as per London Gazette dated 28 May 1943 and AFRO
1459/43 dated 30 July 1943. Born 22 July 1897. Enlisted in Winnipeg, 19 February 1940 as
Service Policeman. To School of Technical Training, St. Thomas, 19 April 1940. Promoted AC1,
19 May 1940. Promoted Corporal, 6 July 1940. Promoted LAC, 19 August 1940. Promoted
Sergeant, 5 October 1940. Remustered as Foreman of Works, 29 June 1941. Commissioned 15
August 1951. To N0.39 SFTS, 22 December 1941. To No.4 Training Command, 2 November
1942. To No.41 Construction Unit, 24 March 1944. To No.36 SFTS, 23 April 1944. To No.2
Technical Support Unit, 3 November 1944. To No.10 Repair Depot, 1 September 1945.
Released 17 November 1945.

Flight Lieutenant Garratt has held the appointment of Works and Building
Engineer at this school for the past fifteen months. He has displayed
outstanding ingenuity and efficiency in the maintenance of the buildings and



aerodrome, often under very adverse conditions, and has at all times shown
exceptional devotion to duty. As the senior Royal Canadian Air Force officer on
this station, he has been instrumental in the close co-operation and cordial
relations between the Royal Air Force and Royal Canadian Air Force personnel,
and in no small way has assisted in maintaining high morale in the unit as a
whole.

* k 3k k X

GARRETT, F/O Eric Alonzo (J9779) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.158 Squadron - Award
effective 1 September 1943 as per London Gazette dated 10 September 1943 and AFRO
2138/43 dated 22 October 1943. Born in Montreal, 8 October 1913; home there; enlisted 24
February 1941. To No.1 Manning Depot, 14 March 1941. To No.4 Manning Depot, 2 April 1941.
To unidentified posting, 8 April 1941. Graduated 4 August 1941 and promoted LAC; to No.9
AOS, 4 August 1941; to No.6 BGS, 25 October 1941; graduated 6 December 1941 and promoted
Sergeant. To No.2 ANS, 6 December 1941; graduated and commissioned 11 January 1942. To
“Y” Depot, Halifax, 12 January 1942. To RAF overseas, 10 February 1942. Promoted Flying
Officer, 1 October 1942. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 11 January 1944. Repatriated to Canada,
25 February 1944. To Release Centre, 1 February 1945. Retired 28 February 1945. Photos are
PL-21734 and PL-23897

A navigator of exceptional ability, Flying Officer Garrett has taken part in many
attacks against the most heavily defended enemy targets. On all occasions he
has shown a high standard of cheerful courage, determination and leadership.

* % %k k %k

GARRETT, F/O Ernest Walter (J16299) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.109 Squadron - Award
effective 7 July 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 2052/44 dated 22
September 1944. Born in Toronto, 13 July 1917 (birth date from obituary); home there.
Educated at Earl Haig, Earle Beattie High School, and Eastern High School of Commerce.
Enlisted 23 October 1940. To No.36 SFTS, 7 December 1940 for non-flying duties. To No.2 ITS,
9 February 1941; promoted LAC, 15 March 1941 and posted that day to No.4 AOS; to No.1 BGS,
9 June 1941. Graduated 19 July 1941 and promoted Sergeant. To No.2 ANS, 20 July 1941.
Warned for embarkation, 20 August 1941. To RAF overseas, 17 September 1941.
Commissioned 16 September 1942. Repatriated to Canada, 22 September 1944. Remained in
postwar RCAF; Flight Lieutenant as of 1 October 1946; promoted Squadron Leader, (Navigation
Officer), 1 January 1952. Federal public servant after retirement. Died in Winnipeg, 16
February 2000. Cited with F/L A.C. Carter (RAF pilot).



Flight Lieutenant Carter and Flying Officer Garrett were pilot and navigator
respectively of an aircraft detailed to attack Leverkusen one night in June 1944.
When nearing the target the aircraft was hit by anti-aircraft fire which damaged
the port tail plane. Just afterwards both the port engines were affected when
another shell burst underneath the aircraft. Nevertheless, Flight Lieutenant
Carter maintained a steady run and the target was successfully attacked. Almost
immediately the aircraft was again hit. The elevator and aileron controls were
severed, measure of control was lost but Flight Lieutenant Carter succeeded in
bringing the bomber level and a course was set for home. Soon after leaving the
target one of the damaged engines caught fire and had to be put out of action.
The aircraft gradually lost height but Flight Lieutenant Carter held resolutely to
his course and finally reached an airfield. This officer displayed skill, gallantry
and devotion to duty of a high order. Flying Officer Garrett also proved himself
to be a valiant and devoted member of aircraft crew. In the face of most
harassing circumstances he navigated his aircraft with unerring skill and also
rendered other assistance to his pilot in his endeavours to reach this country.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9157 has recommendation drafted by Commanding Officer,
No.109 Squadron, 8 June 1944 when he had flown 68 sorties (272 operational hours). Sortie list
and submission as follows:

13 March 1942 - Nickelling, Paris

23 March 1942 - GARDENING, Isle de Groix
25 March 1942 - GARDENING, Isle de Groix
29 March 1942 - GARDENING, Terschelling
2 April 1942 - GARDENING, Quiberch

4 April 1942 - GARDENING, Tershelling (day)
6 April 1942 - Cologen

8 April 1942 - Hamburg

19 April 1942 - GARDENING, Tershelling

23 April 1942 - Rostock

24 April 1942 - Rostock

25 April 1942 -Rostock

4 May 1942 - Stuttgart

31 May 1942 - Cologne

7 June 1942 - Emden

19 June 1942 - Emden

26 June 1942 - GARDENING, Lorient

30 June 1942 - sea sweep, North Sea (day)
8 July 1942 - Wilhelmshaven



26 July 1942 - Duisburg

27 July 1942 - Hamburg

29 July 1942 - sea sweep, North Sea (day)

6 October 1942 - Osnabruck

31 October 1942 - Emden

9 November 1942 - GARDENING, Frisians

11 November 1942 - GARDENING, Frisians

18 November 1942 - Weather recce, northwest Germany
2 December 1943 - Bochum

12 December 1943 - Essen

16 December 1943 - Hamborn

21 December 1943 - Dusseldorf

23 December 1943 - Hamborn

30 December 1943 - Hamborn

2 January 1944 - Ruhrort

4 January 1944 - Krefeld

5 January 1944 - Krefeld

23 January 1944 - Duren

27 January 1944 - bombing, 49 45' North, 00 56' East.
29 January 1944 - bombing, 49 45' North, 00 56' East.
9 February 1944 - Krefeld

11 February 1944 - Ruhrort

19 February 1944 - Twente

22 February 1944 - Ruhrort

11 March 1944 - bombing and marking, Gladbach
13 March 1944 - Obershausen

15 March 1944 - Bochum

16 March 1944 - bombing and marking, Cologne
18 March 1944 - Juvencourt

24 March 1944 - Juvencourt

26 March 1944 - Essen

29 March 1944 - Cologne

4 April 1944 - bombing and marking, Cologne

7 April 1944 - Rheinhausen

9 April 1944 - marking, Lille

10 April 1944 - Hamborn

26 April 1944 - Villeneuve

30 April 1944 - Abancourt (day)

1 May 1944 - marking, Chambly

3 May 1944 - marking, Montdidier



6 May 1944 - Chateaudun

8 May 1944 - Berneval

9 May 1944 - Chateaudun

11 May 1944 - Boulogne

15 May 1944 - Leverkusen

19 May 1944 - marking, Amiens

20 May 1944 - Rieshole

22 May 1944 - Dortmund

23 May 1944 - Dortmund

26 May 1944 - Aachen

30 May 1944 - bombing and marking, Leverkusen
1 June 1944 - Ferme d’ Urville

2 June 1944 - bombing and marking, Leverkusen

This officer was navigator and special equipment operator to Flight Lieutenant
Carter on the night of 2nd/3rd June 1944 in an attack on Leverkusen. Despite
the fact that his aircraft had been twice hit by anti-aircraft fire and badly
damaged, Flying Officer Garrett calmly continued with his duties to bring about
the successful marking of the target before devoting his attention to assisting the
pilot to fly the aircraft safely out of the target area and eventually back to
England. From the target until very nearly the French coast Flying Officer Garrett
went about his navigation duties without any aids to navigation, all of which had
been rendered unserviceable by the damage to the aircraft, and his skill and
coolness under the most trying circumstances were in a very large way
responsible for the captain being able to bring the aircraft back to this country
before it had to be abandoned.

By his commendable courage and devotion to duty Flying Officer Garrett has
proved himself most highly deserving of the immediate award of the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

GARRETT, F/L Ernest Walter, DFC (J16299) - Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross - No.109
Squadron - Award effective 4 November 1944 as per London Gazette dated 14 November 1944
and AFRO 239/45 dated 9 February 1945.

Throughout many attacks against major enemy targets, Flight Lieutenant Garrett
has consistently displayed courage and devotion to duty of a high order. A
zealous and efficient navigator, this officer's keenness to operate against the
enemy has set a fine example to all his squadron.
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GARRETT, F/O Francis Milton (J29620) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No0.158 Squadron - Award
effective 5 February 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 February 1945 and AFRO 563/45
dated 29 March 1945. Born 29 July 1916 in Huron City, Ontario; home in Elmira, Ontario.
Enlisted in Hamilton, Ontario, 27 July 1942. To No.5 Manning Depot on that date. To No.6
SFTS, 19 September 1942 (non-flying duty). To No.1 ITS, 27 December 1942; graduated 5
March 1943 on promotion to LAC; to No.1 AOS, 3 April 1943; graduated and commissioned on
20 August 1943. To “Y” Depot, 3 September 1943. To United Kingdom, 12 September 1943.
Repatriated 23 March 1945. To No.1 Air Command, 3 April 1945. To Release Centre, 18 May
1945; released 29 May 1945, retiring to Chesley, Ontario. Died in Hanover, Ontario, 31 August
1994. Photo PL-35679 is a portrait. No citation other than "completed ...numerous operations
against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude,
courage and devotion to duty." Public Records Office Air 2/8831 has recommendation dated 16
November 1944 when he had flown 37 sorties (156 hours 24 minutes), 12 June to 15 October
1944,

12 June 1944 - Amiens (3.57)

14 June 1944 - Avrecy (5.17)

16 June 1944 - Sterkrade (4.22)

4 July 1944 - Domleger (3.46)

6 July 1944 - Marquise Mimoyecques (3.02)
7 July 1944 - Caen (4.15)

12 July 1944 - Ferme de Forestel (4.02)

18 July 1944 - Caen (4.25)

20 July 1944 - Ardouval Il (3.53) recalled by Master Bomber
20 July 1944 - Les Catelliers (4.08)

24 July 1944 - Stuttgart (8.31)

25 July 1944 - Wanne-Eickel (4.15)

28 July 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.33)

30 July 1944 - Battle area (4.23); Recalled by Master Bomber
2 August 1944 - L'Hey (3.49)

3 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.03)

5 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.01)

6 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.42)

7 August 1944 - TOTALLIZER (4.06)

9 August 1944 - Baie de la Haie (3.31)

11 August 1944 - Ferfay (3.45)

12 August 1944 - Brunswick (5.23)

14 August 1944 - TRACTABLE (3.48)



15 August 1944 - Eindhoven (3.50)

16 August 1944 - Kiel (4.25)

18 August 1944 - Sterkrade (4.50)

25 August 1944 - Brest (5.16)

1 September 1944 - La Pourchinte (3.15)
9 September 1944 - La Havre (4.30)

10 September 1944 - Alvis 11 (3.28)

11 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.41)

12 September 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (3.56)
6 October 1944 - Strekrade (4.46)

7 October 1944 - Cleve (4.01)

9 October 1944 - Bochum (5.06)

14 October 1944 - Duisburg (4.53)

15 October 1944 - Wilhelmshaven (3.40)

Flying Officer Garrett has completed a tour of 37 operational sorties as navigator
of Halifax Il aircraft with this squadron. Of these sorties, twelve were to targets
in the most heavily defended areas of Germany and included Wilhelmshaven,
Duisburg, Bochum, Sterkrade, Gelsenkirchen, Brunswick, Kiel and Stuttgart. The
other 25 were to precision targets in France.

It is considered that the successful completion of these attacks upon the enemy
was mainly due to the excellent navigation of this officer. His timing and ability
to keep steadily on track were well proved by the logs he returned.

Flying Officer Garrett combined courage with efficiency, and on many occasions
of extreme danger in the face of enemy attacks his coolness set an example
which inspired the crew.

It is recommended that this officer's excellent work and consistent courage
throughout a hazardous tour of operations be recognized by the award of the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

* %k %k k %k

GARTON, P/O William Maris (J15220) - Mention in Despatches - No.407 Squadron - Award
effective 1 January 1943 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 232/43 dated 12
February 1943. Enlisted in Winnipeg, 9 September 1940. Trained at No.2 Wireless School.
Awarded Queen's Coronation Medal, 23 October 1953 while on strength of Station London. No
citation in AFRO. DHist file 181.009 D.2620 (RG.24 Vo0l.20628) has recommendation for a DFC



dated 10 May 1942. Other notes on the same file indicate that the attack on a U-boat was on
26 August 1941 when "a large oil spot followed by pieces of debris" were seen. He was present
at a dive-bombing attack on a 5,000 ton motor vessel in Aalesund Harbour (29 October 1941)
and an attack on a 3,000 ton vessel near Vaaro (20 December 1941). Died in Ottawa, 20
October 1996; obituary notice stated he had been President, Pharmeceutical Manufactiers
Association of Canada and veteran of both No.220 and 407 Squadron.

This officer was the rear gunner in the leading aircraft of twelve Hudson aircraft
which successfully attacked a convoy off the enemy coast in the evening of the
7th of May 1942. During and after the attack the aircraft was heavily engaged by
flak fire from the merchant vessels and from accompanying flak ships. Pilot
Officer Garton engaged these vessels in gun fire from the rear turret and
effectively silenced the guns of the nearest flak ship from which the greatest
amount of fire was directed at the aircraft.

Two days previously Pilot Officer Garton was acting as the Wireless Operator of
an aircraft which located and bombed a convoy in the early morning of the 5th
of May 1942. In this instance he was directly instrumental in the location of the
vessels and in spite of severe wireless congestion he sent back to base the
message which resulted in a second attack by additional aircraft which set on fire
a 5/6,000 ton ship.

Pilot Officer Garton has now flown 182 operational sorties.

In August 1941 he was the member of a crew which sighted and successfully
dropped depth charges on a U-Boat in the Atlantic Ocean and later during
October of that year he was engaged in attacks on dock and fuel installations in
Norwegian ports. He was later employed on anti-shipping patrols along the
Norwegian coast.

The work of this officer as both an Air Gunner and as a Wireless Operator is
exemplary and commands the complete confidence of his crew.

* %k %k k %k

GARVIN, F/L Robert Joseph (J11036) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.427 Squadron - Award
effective 6 April 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 765/45 dated 4 May 1945.
See War Service Records 1939-1945 (Canadian Bank of Commerce, 1947). Born 5 May 1921 at
Canora (Ganora ?), Saskatchewan. Home in Estevan (ledger keeper). Enlisted 14 April 1941 in
Saskatoon. To No.2 Manning Depot, 6 July 1941; to No.7 SFTS, 14 August 1941 (non-flying
duties). To No.4 ITS, 13 September 1941; promoted LAC, 26 October 1941 and posted that date



to No.5 EFTS; to No.12 SFTS, 26 December 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 10 April
1942. Commissioned 11 April 1942. To Central Flying School, 23 May 1942. To No.16 SFTS, 16
July 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 10 October 1942. To “Y” Depot, 24 September 1943; taken
on strength of No.3 PRC, 23 October 1943. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 10 April 1944.
Repatriated 7 July 1945. Released 24 October 1945. Continued flying (last flight at age 87).
Died in Toronto, 9 June 2008. Shown in RCAF photo PL-42837 (ex UK-19602 dated 16 March
1945); caption mentions his having completed nine low-level mining sorties.

This officer has completed very many sorties and throughout has set a very fine
example of skill, keenness and devotion to duty. InJanuary 1945 Flight
Lieutenant Garvin was the captain and pilot of an aircraft detailed for a mine-
laying mission in enemy waters. In spite of considerable anti-aircraft fire and the
presence of enemy fighters, Flight Lieutenant Garvin displayed the greatest
determination and accomplished his task with accuracy. This officer has
successfully completed several similar missions.

DHist file 181.009 D.1729 (RG.24 Vol.20607) has original recommendation dated 22 January
1945, drafted by W/C V.F. Ganderton, when he had flown 23 sorties (142 hours 55 minutes):

On the night of 12" January 1945, Flight Lieutenant Garvin was captain of an
aircraft detailed to lay mines in the entrance to Flensburg harbour. On arrival
over enemy territory intensive night fighter activity was encountered. Not to be
deterred, Flight Lieutenant Garvin pressed home his attack with dogged
determination and did not release his mines until completely satisfied that they
would drop in the correct position.

This performance is typical of Flight Lieutenant Garvin who is captain of a highly
specialized mining crew.

| feel in view of this incident and several other successful mining operations that
Flight Lieutenant Garvin has carried out under appalling weather conditions and
in the face of heavy enemy opposition that he be granted an immediate award
of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

NOTE: RCAF General and Routine Order No0.1963 dated 4 December 1942 reported the
following:

Pilot Officer Robert Joseph Garvin (J.11036), an officer of the Royal Canadian Air
Force serving at No.15 Service Flying Training School, Hagersville, Ontario, was
tried by general court-martial on the 4t day of September 1942, and was found



guilty on a charge of flying His Majesty’s aircraft in a foolhardy and dangerous
manner such as to cause damage to the aircraft.

He was sentenced to be severely reprimanded and to be placed under stoppage
of pay to make good the sum of $ 200. The fine and sentence, having been
confirmed by the Governor General in Council, are promulgated to the accused.

* k 3k k X

GASCHLER, F/L John Frank (C6980) - Mention in Despatches - Croft - Award effective 1 January
1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 337/45 dated 23 February 1945. Born in
Southy, Saskatchewan, 3 May 1916. Enlisted 2 June 1938 in Regina, Saskatchewan in the
Armament trade. Promoted LAC, 1 September 1939. With No.5 (BR) Squadron as of 20 October
1939. To Trenton, 1 June 1940. Promoted Corporal, 12 August 1940. Promoted Sergeant, 20
August 1940. To No.4 Training Command, 29 October 1940. To No.15 EFTS, 31 October 1940.
To No.3 BGS, 18 February 1941. Commissioned 1 September 1941 with simultaneous
promotion to Flying Officer. To No.4 WS, 19 September 1941. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1
May 1942. To Station Mountain View, 31 May 1942. To No.16 SFTS, 23 May 1943. To “Y”
Depot, 29 August 1943. To United Kingdom, 2 September 1943. Promoted Acting Squadron
Leader, date uncertain. Repatriated 18 April 1946. Released 17 November 1946. Returned to
farming, north of Southey and attended the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. In 1952
he founded Southey Agencies, a real estate and insurance office, which he operated until July
1976. Served as Secretary-Treasurer on the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool Committee, the Southey
and District Health Centre and Centennial Home. Member, Southey Local Board of Trustees for
the Southey School and on Board of Education of the Cupar School Division until he retired in
1979. Also served as President of the South Central Board of Trustees of the Saskatchewan
School Trustees Association. Appointed Justice of the Peace in 1952. Member of the Royal
Canadian Legion, serving in all executive positions as well as Zone Commander. After living in
Regina for a few years, he moved to the Oxbow area in August of 2003. In February 2006, he
received the Saskatchewan Centennial Medal for his contribution to Saskatchewan's
development. Died in Regina, 24 June 2010. AFRO identifies unit only as "64 Base"; precise unit
inferred from No.6 Group Monthly Summary of Activities (July 1944), p.12 (listed as Station
Armament Officer at Croft).

* %k %k k %k

GASTON, FS John Milne (R164571) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.115 Squadron - Award
effective 15 September 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 2274/44 dated 20
October 1944. Born in Ottawa, 18 May 1920; home in Noranda, Quebec (boat builder). Enlisted
in Montreal, 1 May 1942 and posted to No.5 Manning Depot. To No.4 Manning Depot, 11 June



1942. Returned to No.5 Manning Depot, 31 July 1942. To No.3 ITS, 29 August 1942. Promoted
LAC, 24 October 1942 but not taken on strength of No.11 EFTS until 21 November 1942; to
No.13 SFTS, 23 January 1943. Graduated and promoted Sergeant, 14 May 1943. To “Y” Depot,
28 May 1943; to United Kingdom, 22 June 1943. Commissioned 22 August 1944 (J89034).
Repatriated 7 February 1945. Released 3 May 1945. Cited with Sergeants C.L. Barugh and J.H.
West (RAF, awarded DFMs).

One night in July 1944, Flight Sergeant Gaston, Sergeant Barugh and Sergeant

West were pilot, flight engineer and navigator respectively of an aircraft detailed

to attack Hamburg. Shortly after the bombs had been released the aircraft was

attacked by a fighter. Almost immediately a second enemy aircraft joined the

fight. The bomber sustained much damage and Flight Sergeant Gaston and

Sergeants Barugh and West were wounded. In spite of their injuries these

airmen displayed great coolness in the face of the enemy. A fire started near the

cockpit but Sergeant Barugh beat out the flames with his bare hands.

Meanwhile, Flight Sergeant Gaston by good manoeuvring succeeded in

extricating his aircraft from a perilous situation. Course was set for home and on

the return Sergeant West guided his pilot with much skill although deprived of

the use of much of his navigational equipment. Eventually a safe landing was

made at an airfield. These members of aircraft crew displayed a high standard of

courage and devotion to duty in the face of a trying ordeal.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9159 has recommendation for his award, drafted 24 July 1944
when he had flown eight sorties (28 hours 45 minutes).

On the night of 20™ July 1944, Flight Sergeant Gaston was captain of an aircraft
detailed to attack Homberg.

Shortly after bombing, his aircraft was attacked by a fighter and extensively
damaged. A second attack immediately developed from another fighter; this
time two members of the crew were killed and the remainder, including himself,
wounded, and additional damage was done to the aircraft - instrument panel hit
and the cockpit filled with flames.

In spite of his physical suffering, Flight Sergeant Gaston’s skill, courage and
determination extricated his crew from a perilous situation and finally made a
successful landing without flaps or hydraulics in this country. He showed
gallantry of the highest order.

* k 3k k% %



GATES, WO2 Percy Lawrence (R153351) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.12 Squadron - Award
effective 5 April 1945 as per London Gazette dated 17 April 1945 and AFRO 918/45 dated 1
June 1945. Born 19 September 1922; home in Aylsford, Nova Scotia (service station attendant).
Enlisted in Halifax, 29 May 1942 and posted to No.5 Manning Depot. To No.3 ITS, 10 October
1942. Graduated and promoted LAC, 19 December 1942; to No.4 AOS, 9 January 1943.
Graduated and promoted Sergeant, 9 July 1943. To “Y” Depot, 25 July 1943. To United
Kingdom, 2 August 1943. Repatriated 24 February 1945. To Moncton, 6 March 1945. Retired 27
June 1945. Died in Brockville, Ontario, 16 December 1999 as per Royal Canadian Legion “Last
Post” website and Legion Magazine of November/December 2000. No citation other than
"completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably
displayed the utmost courage and devotion to duty". Public Records Office Air 2/9060 has
recommendation dated 10 January 1945 when he had flown 31 sorties (149 hours 45 minutes),
17 July 1944 to 2 January 1945.

17 July 1944 - Caen

18 July 1944 - Gelsenkirchen

20 July 1944 - Courtrai

23 July 1944 - Kiel

25 July 1944 - Stuttgart

30 July 1944 - Caumont

31 July 1944 - Foret de Nieppe

3 August 1944 - Trossy St.Maxim

4 August 1944 - Pauillac

5 August 1944 - Blaye

8 August 1944 - Aire-sur-Lis

12 August 1944 - Brunswick

16 August 1944 - Stettin

13 September 1944 -Osnabruck

17 September 1944 - Boulogne

20 September 1944 - Calais

25 September 1944 - Calais

27 September 1944 - Sterkrade

30 September 1944 - Sterkrade

23 October 1944 - Essen

25 October 1944 - Homberg

28 October 1944 - Domberg

29 October 1944 - Domberg

30 October 1944 - Cologne

2 November 1944 - Dusseldorf

27 November 1944 - Freiburg

12 December 1944 - Ludwigshaven



17 December 1944 - Ulm

28 December 1944 - Bonn

31 December 1944 - Osterfield
2 January 1945 - Nuremburg

Warrant Officer Gates (a Canadian) has recently completed his first tour of
operations against the enemy as navigator in a Lancaster aircraft, with many
attacks on targets demanding a very high standard of navigation, such as Kiel,
Stuttgart, Stettin, Freiburg, and Ludwigshaven.

This Warrant Officer's record has been an example of exceptional ability coupled
with calm confidence and courage which have played a large part in maintaining
the high morale of his crew and have enabled them to achieve considerable
success.

| consider the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross would be fitting
recognition of Warrant Officer Gates' excellent record of courage and efficiency.

* %k k k %

GATTEY, F/L Heath Boulton (J15529) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.408 Squadron - Award
effective 1 September 1943 as per London Gazette dated 10 September 1943 and AFRO
2138/43 dated 22 October 1943. Born in Manitoba, 2 November 1920. Enlisted in Calgary, 1
July 1940. To Eastern Air Command, 16 August 1940. To Summerside, 19 September 1940. To
No.1ITS, 11 October 1940; graduated and promoted LAC, 4 November 1940 and posted to No.3
EFTS; ceased training, 6 December 1940 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot; to No.5 AOS, 31
January 1941; to 3 BGS, 25 May 1941; graduated 8 July 1941 when promoted Sergeant and
posted to No.1 ANS; graduated 5 August 1941 when posted to No.31 OTU. To RAF overseas, 15
September 1941. Commissioned 10 June 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 1 November 1942.
Repatriated 19 December 1944. To No.2 Air Command, 29 December 1944. To No.5 Release
Centre, 24 May 1945. Retired 29 May 1945. Died 1968, particulars unknown.

Early in his tour of operational duty this officer, flying as a navigator and bomb
aimer, took part in many very successful sorties from which a number of
excellent photographs were secured. The targets included Berlin, Rostock and
many other vital objectives in the Ruhr. Latterly as squadron navigation officer
he has navigated his aircraft to and from various enemy objectives with great
skill in the face of heavy defences.



Directorate of History and Heritage file 181.009 D.2617 (RG.24 Volume 20627) has
recommendation raised 12 July 1944 by W/C W.D.S Ferris when he had flown 25 sorties (154
hours 55 minutes) and was Squadron Navigation Officer.

This officer has carried out sorties against some of the most heavily defended
targets in Germany. These operations included the following: Riens [sic];
Gardening (two); Rostock; Paris; Hamburg; Warnemunde; Cologne (three);
Emden; Lorient (three); Bremen; sea search; Duisburg; Turin; Berlin; Essen; Kiel;
Dortmund; Bochum (two); Le Creusot.

In the first part of this officer’s tour on Hampdens, acting as Navigator and Bomb
Aimer, he effected attacks which brought back pictures of the target area.
Latterly, as Squadron Navigation Officer of No.408 (RCAF) Squadron, he has
navigated his aircraft to and from enemy targets with great dexterity in the face
of heavy enemy action, and set a fine example to crews in the squadron. |
strongly recommend the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

The sortie list was as follows:

10 April 1942 - Rheims (6.25)

16 April 1942 - Gardening, lle de Croix (7.05)
22 April 1942 - Gardening, Heligoland (5.50)
25 April 1942 - Rostock (8.25)

29 April 1942 - Paris (6.25)

3 May 1942 - Hamburg (6.40)

8 May 1942 - Warnemunde (8.00)

30 May 1942 - Cologne (5.30)

19 June 1942 - Emden (5.05, caught by Ju.88, gunner and WOP wounded)
21 June 1942 - Lorient (6.15)

23 June 1942 - Lorient (6.40)

25 June 1942 - Bremen (6.15)

22 July 1942 - sea search (3.20)

25 July 1942 - Duisburg (4.50)

15 January 1943 - Lorient (6.00)

4 February 1943 - Turin (9.10, landed at Ibsley for gas)
14 February 1943 - Cologne (5.25)

1 March 1943 - Berlin (8.40)

12 March 1943 - Essen (4.50)

4 April 1943 - Kiel (6.00)

4 May 1943 - Dortmund (5.25)



13 May 1943 - Bochum (5.20)
12 June 1943 - Bochum (5.30)
19 June 1943 - Le Creusot (7.10)
28 June 1943 - Cologne (4.40)

* %k 3k k %

GAUDRY, P/O Leon Albert Joseph (J87389) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.425 Squadron -
Award effective 3 November 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1/45 dated 5
January 1945. Born 22 July 1921 in Manitoba; enlisted 24 March 1942 and posted to No.2
Manning Depot. To No.12 SFTS, 8 May 1942. To No.3 ITS, 5 June 1942; graduated and promoted
LAC, 1 August 1942 but not posted to No.19 EFTS until 26 September 1942; graduated 20
November 1942 and posted next day to No.12 SFTS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 19
March 1943. To “Y” Depot, 2 April 1943. To RAF overseas, 7 April 1943. Commissioned 1 June
1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 1 December 1944. Repatriated 2 August 1945. Retired 13
October 1945. RCAF Photos PL-32913 (ex UK-15096) and PL-32915 (ex UK-15098), dated 20
September 1944 taken at Lincoln Field’s Inn showing (front row) P/O Claude Bourassa (Trois
Rivieres), Corporal Walter Sullivan (Valleyfield), and S/L Gerry Philbin, DFC (Valleyfield);
standing behind are P/O Gerald Goudreau (Quebec City), P/O Leo Gaudry (Winnipeg) and
Warrant Officer Elarie Pressault (Hawksbury, Ontario). Photo PL-32914 (ex UK-15097) shows
S/L Gerry Philbin, DFC being congratulated on award by P/O Leo Gaudry.

Pilot Officer Gaudry has consistently shown great courage and devotion to duty
in air operations. He is a fearless and skilful captain and his example has been
reflected in the efficiency of his crew. He has shown the greatest determination
to complete his assignments successfully.

The original recommendation and sortie list by W/C Hugh Ledoux, found in DHH file 181.009
D.1633 (Library and Archives Canada RG.24 Volume 20603), was drafted 16 September 1944
when he had flown 36 sorties (172 hours 50 minutes), as follows:

19 April 1944 - sea search (4.20)

24 April 1944 - Karlsruhe (7.20)

30 April 1944 - Somain (4.55)

1 May 1944 - St. Ghislain (4.30)

10 May 1944 - Ghent (4.15)

12 May 1944 - Louvain (5.25)

22 May 1944 - Le Mans (5.25)

27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (5.00)
9 June 1944 - Le Mans (6.00)



10 June 1944 - Versailles (5.25)

12 June 1944 - Cambrai (5.40)

23 June 1944 - Bientiques (4.35)

24 June 1944 - Bemiers (3.50)

27 June 1944 - Foret d’Eary (4.50)

1 July 1944 - Biennais (3.45)

3 July 1944 - Biennais (4.05)

6 July 1944 - Coqueraux (4.30)

12 July 1944 - Thiverny (4.30)

15 July 1944 - Nucourt (4.20)

17 July 1944 - Caen (4.05)

20 July 1944 - Ferme-de-Forestel (4.25)

3 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (5.00)

4 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (4.55)

5 August 1944 - St. Leu d’Esserent (5.30)
7 August 1944 - La Hogue (4.35)

8 August 1944 - Foret de Chantilly (5.20)
9 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.20)

10 August 1944 - La Pallice (6.40)

12 August 1944 - Foret de Montrichard (5.40)
14 August 1944 - Bons Tassily (4.10)

16 August 1944 - Kiel (5.20)

25 August 1944 - Brest Cornouailles (5.05)
27 August 1944 - Marquis Mimoyecques (3.40)
31 August 1944 - |le de Cezembre (4.40)

3 September 1944 - Volkel (3.35)

10 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.10)

Pilot Officer Gaudry, a captain if a bomber crew, has participated in 36
operational sorties during which he has consistently displayed outstanding
courage, infectious keenness and undaunted devotion to duty. The bombing
missions carried out by Pilot Officer Gaudry were made over heavily defended
targets such as Kiel, Karlsruhe, Cambrai and Le Mans.

On June 12t™, 1944, Pilot Officer Gaudry and his crew were detailed to bomb an
important target at Cambrai, France. On arriving over the target, the Path Finder
had been shot down and no target indicators were visible. Undaunted by this,
Pilot Officer Gaudry decided to wait instructions. Before receiving them it was
necessary to make three orbits over the target. The pilot’s dogged
determination resulted in a successful bombing of the target.



His remarkable airmanship, his fearlessness and determination to make each
bombing a success, no matter the cost to him personally, have been an
inspiration to the other members of his crew. These qualities are deserving of
the highest praise.

For the outstanding gallantry displayed by this officer throughout his whole
sorties, | recommend that he be awarded the non-immediate Distinguished
Flying Cross.
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GAULT, F/O Joseph Arthur (J29071) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No0.432 Squadron - Award
effective 15 March 1945 as per London Gazette dated 23 March 1945 and AFRO 721/45 dated
27 April 1945. Born in Moose Jaw, 18 March 1921; enlisted 8 May 1942. Granted Leave
Without Pay until 3 July 1942 when posted to No.3 Manning Depot. To No.11 SFTS (guard duty),
14 August 1942. To No.4 ITS, 10 October 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 18 December
1942 but not posted to No.19 EFTS until 23 January 1943; may have graduated 16 April 1943
but not posted to No.12 SFTS until 19 April 1943; graduated and commissioned 6 August 1943.
To “Y” Depot, 20 August 1943; taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 13 October 1943.
Repatriated 7 February 1945; retired to Moose Jaw, 11 April 1945. In the immediate postwar
period he worked for Swift Canadian Company (packaging) where his supervisor learned that he
did not know how to drive. The supervisor said, “You know how to fly a four engine plane but
can’t drive a four wheel vehicle.” Died in Newmarket, Ontario, 30 September 2010. Photo PL-
35251 is a portrait. No citation other than "completed...many successful operations against the
enemy in which [he has] displayed high skill, fortitude and devotion to duty." DHist file 181.009
D.5557 (RG.24 Vol.20667) has recommendation dated 28 October 1944 when he had flown 26
sorties (127 hours 30 minutes), 25 July to 25 October 1944.

Throughout his operational career this officer has displayed enthusiasm and
keenness for operational flying. He has been an inspiration to the members of
his crew and has shown a high degree of airmanship and dogged determination,
having completed twenty-six successful sorties.

His calm, quiet manner, qualities of leadership and splendid record warrant a
strong recommendation for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross (Non-

Immediate).

The sortie list was as follows:



25 July 1944 - Stuttgart (8.30, second pilot)
28 July 1944 - Hamburg (5.30, second pilot)

1 August 1944 - Ferme de Forestel (3.45, day)
3 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.45, day)

5 August 1944 - St. Leu d’Esserent (4.45, day)
7 August 1944 - La Hogue (36 minutes, day, duty not carried out)
27 August 1944 - Mimoyceques (3.40)

28 August 1944 - Brest (4.25, day)

31 August 1944 - lle de Cezembre (4.50, day)
3 September 1944 - Volkel (3.50, day)

6 September 1944 - Emden (4.15, day)

9 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.20, day)

10 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.10, day)

11 September 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (4.55, day)
12 September 1944 - Bokum (4.35, day)

13 September 1944 - Osnabruck (4.50, day)
15 September 1944 - Kiel (6.15)

17 September 1944 - Boulogne (3.40, day)

25 September 1944 - Calais (4.30, day)

26 September 1944 - Calais (3.25, day)

6 October 1944 - Dortmund (6.20)

9 October 1944 - Bochum (6.25)

12 October 1944 - Wanne Eickel (5.00, day)
14 October 1944 - Duisburg (4.55, day)

14 October 1944 - Dusiburg (6.10)

23 October 1944 - Essen (5.15)

25 October 1944 - Homburg (5.20, day)

Note: From website http://www.yorkshire-aircraft.co.uk/aircraft/planes/ryedale/np690.html -
Incident, Halifax NP690 at East Moor airfield. On 18 August 1944 this Halifax was taking off
from East Moor airfield at 2125 hours for operations to Bremen when it swung and both main
undercarriage legs collapsed. Having skidded to a halt the aircraft caught fire near to one of the
three runway intersections. The crew escaped and ran clear and the general area was
evacuated before the aircraft blew scattering bits of it all over the airfield and leaving a large
crater. Needless to say it was written off.

The pilot would give his account of this incident to a Canadian newspaper "Yorkregion.com" in
2009 - he stated that he "threw all the throttles back and the plane went sideways. The plane
kept grabbing and pulling to the left. | knew we would never reach top speed.” He stated that
after the undercarriage had collapsed and the aircraft had stopped he got out of the aircraft



through the cockpit escape hatch and then down onto the wing. He recalled that all his crew
escaped with minor injuries, except for the rear gunner, who dropped from the back of the
plane and (possibly) broke his neck in a heavy landing. Another plane was at the end of the
runway and a member of ground crew had pulled it clear with a tractor before it was caught in
the fire and blast. Crew were as follows: Pilot - P/O Joseph Arthur Gault RCAF (J/29071), of
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Canada (later DFC); Flight Engineer - Sergeant William Border RAF
(635121), Coalsnaughton, Clackmannanshire, Scotland; Navigator - F/O R Howard RCAF; Bomb
Aimer - F/O Paul Joseph Handkamer RCAF (J/36228, later Mentioned in Despatches); Wireless
Operator / Air Gunner - Sgt Arthur Edward Lawson RCAF (R/164656, later Mentioned in
Desptaches); Air Gunner - Sgt W Carmen RCAF; Rear Gunner - Sgt R G Walters RCAF. Injured
neck.
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GAUNT, Sergeant Stanley (R120080) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.426 Squadron - Award
effective 5 July 1943 as per London Gazette dated 13 August 1943 and AFRO 1582/43 dated 13
August 1943. Born 20 December 1921. American citizen; home in Pascoag, Rhode Island;
enlisted in Montreal, 12 August 1941 and posted to No.4A Manning Depot. To No.4 Repair
Depot, 11 September 1941. To No.3 ITS, 9 November 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 2
January 1942; posted that date to No.17 EFTS; graduated 26 March 1942 and posted on 28
March 1942 to No.8 SFTS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 17 July 1942. To “Y” Depot, 31
July 1942; to RAF overseas, 6 August 1942. Discharged on transfer to American forces, 31 May
1943. Died 27 June 2004.

One night in May 1943, this airman was captain of an aircraft detailed to attack
Dortmund. During the operation the bomber was repeatedly hit by anti-aircraft
fire while illuminated by searchlights. The hydraulic and intercommunication
systems were rendered unserviceable, while a fire broke out in the front turret
and the cockpit filled with smoke. The flames were extinguished, however, and
Sergeant Gaunt afterwards flew the damaged aircraft to this country. This
airman displayed great courage, skill and coolness throughout.

NOTE: Public Record Office has recommendation drafted 27 May 1943 when he had flown
thirteen sorties (71 hours 52 minutes).

On the night of May 23/24, Sergeant Gaunt was captain of an aircraft detailed to
attack Dortmund. The target was bombed successfully, but the aircraft was
coned by searchlights, engaged by heavy flak and hit several times. The Air
Speed Indicator, intercommunication and hydraulics became unserviceable. Fire
broke out in the front turret; the cockpit filled with smoke. Fearing that delay



with no intercommunication would unnecessarily jeopardize the crew’s chances
of escape, the captain gave the light signal for abandon aircraft. The Bomb
Aimer and Rear Gunner did so immediately, but the others stopped as the back
draught from the open front escape hatch had subdued the fire. After getting
clear of the ground defences and being shadowed by a night fighter, during
which time the skeleton crew worked admirably, Sergeant Gaunt reached this
country and effected a landing. Twice previously Sergeant Gaunt’s aircraft has
been damaged by flak, once seriously, and | think his quiet courage and steady
nerve should be recognised. | recommend the award of the Distinguished Flying
Medal.
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GAUTHIER, P/O Jean Raymond (J45287) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.11 (Bomber
Reconnaissance) Squadron - Award effective 3 March 1945 as per Canada Gazette of that date
and AFRO 563/45 dated 29 March 1945. Born 8 January 1915. Home in St.Boniface, Manitoba.
Enlisted in Winnipeg, 27 December 1940 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.2 WS, 23
May 1941; promoted LAC, 26 June 1941; graduated 7 November 1941 when posted to No.7
BGS; graduated and promoted Sergeant 8 December 1941 To Western Air Command, 9
December 1941; to No.9 (BR) Squadron, 11 December 1941; to Eastern Air Command, 20
December 1941. To No.11 (BR) Squadron, 29 December 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 8
June 1942; promoted WO2, 8 December 1942; promoted WO1, 8 June 1943. Commissioned 25
January 1944. Retired 6 March 1945. No citation in AFRO other than "in recognition of valuable
services in the air." As of recommendation he had flown 1,231 hours (890 on operations, 174
sorties). Governor General's Records (RG.7 Group 26, Vol.58, file 190-I, dossier 6) has citation.

This officer, throughout many hours of flying on anti-submarine operations, has
at all times maintained an excellent standard of efficiency in the execution of his
duties. His skill as a wireless operator air gunner and his determination and
resourcefulness on patrol have done much towards the outstanding success
attained by his crew. His courage and devotion to duty are worthy of high
praise.
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GAUTHIER, WO Joseph Adrian Vincent (R72626) - Mention in Despatches - N0.425 Squadron -
Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 379/45 dated 2
March 1945. Born 31 October 1921. Enlisted in Charlottetown, 27 September 1940. To No.34
SFTS (guard duty), 25 October 1940. ToNo.2 ITS, 29 November 1940; graduated and promoted
LAC, 3 January 1941 and posted to No.2 EFTS. Ceased training, 23 January 1942 and posted to



No.2 Manning Depot; to No.5 AOS, 31 March 1941; graduated 22 June 1941 when posted to
No.5 BGS; graduated 4 August 1941 when promoted Sergeant and posted to No.2 ANS. To
Embarkation Depot, 2 September 1941; to No.31 OTU, 20 September 1941; to RAF overseas, 11
October 1941. Reported missing, 12 March 1943 (POW). Commissioned 4 February 1944
(J96391). Reported safe in United Kingdom, 11 May 1945. Repatriated 1 June 1945. Retired 11
September 1945. See entry for WO A.W. Brown.

The website “Lost Bombers” gives the following on the loss of his aircraft. Wellington BK340
(KW-T) of No.425 Squadron, target Essen, was airborne at 1912 hours, 12 March 1943. Shot
down by a night-fighter (Fw Vinke) and crashed 2158 hours at Spanbroek (Noord Holland), 16
km NE of Alkmaar. Crew were Sergeant J.R.A. Gouley (RCAF, injured, later repatriated owing to
severity of injuries), Flight Sergeant M.J.A.J. Aumond (also wounded and repatriated early),
Sergeant J.G.G.C.Lamontagne, RCAF (POW). Flight Sergeant A.W.Brown. RCAF (POW), Flight
Sergeant J.A.V.Gauthier, RCAF (POW), Flight Sergent Brown was interned in Camps L3/L6/357.
POW No.888, with Flight Sergeant J.A.V.Gauthier (promoted to WO1 during captivity, POW
No0.899) and Sergeant Lamontagne (promoted to WO1 during captivity, POW No0.905).
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GAUTHIER, F/L Joseph John Adrian Robert (J12450) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.415
Squadron - Award effective 27 June 1944 as per London Gazette dated 7 July 1944 and AFRO
1861/44 dated 25 August 1944. Born in Montreal, 27 November 1921. Enlisted there, 6 July
1940 for General Duties. Subsequently class ified as Clerk/Accounts. To Technical Training
School, St. Thomas, 3 August 1940. To Trenton, 31 August 1940. Promoted LAC, 6 January 1941.
Remustered to aircrew and posted to No.1 WS, 8 November 1941, at which time he reverted to
AC2. Promoted LAC, 9 December 1941. To No.9 BGS, 23 May 1942; graduated and
commissioned 29 June 1942 To No.32 OTU, 19 July 1942. To “Y” Depot, 21 November 1942. To
RAF overseas, 12 December 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 29 December 1942. Promoted
Flight Lieutenant, 29 August 1943. Repatriated 15 July 1944. To “A” (Ottawa ?), 14 October
1944 to 17 August 1945. Retired 18 August 1945.

This officer has flown on many torpedo bombing and daylight sorties against U-
boats. He has also taken part in many anti-shipping patrols against enemy
convoys off the Dutch coast. On all these sorties intense anti-aircraft fire was
experienced and it was largely owing to Flight Lieutenant Gauthier's cool and
concise directions to his pilot that the aircraft and crew escaped without injury.
On one occasion, when a group of enemy E-boats has been sighted, five enemy
aircraft were seen by Flight Lieutenant Gauthier preparing to attack. He directed
his pilot in skilful evasive action enabling a successful attack to be made against



the E-boats. An outstanding gunnery leader, this officer has played no small part
in the high standard by the air gunners in his squadron.

* %k 3k 3k %

GAUTHIER, WO Joseph Rene Leo (Can 1783) - Mention in Despatches - No.428 Squadron
(No.64 Base in AFRO) - Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and
AFRO 379/45 dated 2 March 1945. Born 20 June 1906. Enlisted in Montreal, 30 September
1929. to No.5 (BR) Squadron, 30 September 1938. As of 1 September 1939 he was a Sergeant.
Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 October 1940. Promoted W02, 1 July 1941 on which date he was
posted to No.116 (BR) Squadron. To Shellburne, Nova Scotia, date uncertain. Promoted WO1,
1June 1942. To “Y” Depot, 15 February 1943; to RAF overseas, 9 March 1943. Repatriated 14
December 1944; to No.1 Air Command, 14 December 1944; to Lachine, 25 December 1944. To
No.16 SFTS, 13 March 1945. Reverted to Flight Sergeant, 1 October 1946 in postwar RCAF as
Aero Engine Mechanic. DHist file 181.009 D.4364 (RG.24 Vol.20648) has recommendation from
W/C W.A.G. McLeish dated 22 June 1944, proposing an MBE. Squadron Servicing Warrant
Officer.

Warrant Officer Gauthier, as Squadron Servicing Warrant Officer, has displayed
great determination and devotion, beyond the ordinary call of duty, in
maintaining the maximum serviceability of his unit's aircraft and this
determination has contributed to a great degree to his unit's efficiency in the
carrying out of bombing sorties. Through the efforts of Warrant Officer
Gauthier, maximum serviceability has been obtained in all types of weather and
he has earned the respect and confidence of all ranks.

* %k %k k %k

GAUTSCHI, F/O Norman Vincent (J25073) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.106 Squadron
(deceased) - Award effective 6 July 1944 as per London Gazette dated 25 January 1946 and
AFRO 244/46 dated 8 March 1946. Born in Vancouver, 23 October 1917; educated at Fairview
High School of Commerce. Living in Vancouver where he was a hairdresser. Served in Gordon
Highlanders, October-November 1940 and Seaforth Highlanders, March 1941 to March 1942.
His brother, Edwin H.M. Gautschi, joined the Royal Canadian Corps of Signals. Enlisted in
Vancouver, 10 March 1942 and posted to No.3 Manning Depot, Edmonton. To No.7 ITS,
Saskatoon 20 June 1942; to No.1 Manning Depot, Toronto, 15 August 1942; promoted LAC, 14
August 1942. At this time his medical category had been lowered due to a medical problem
involving his eyesight and he had to undergo some treatment before resuming training. Posted
to No.1 ITS, Toronto, 10 November 1942; to No.7 BGS, Paulson, 27 December 1942; to No.7
AQOS, Portage la Prairie, 21 February 1943; graduated and commissioned, 2 April 1943. To “Y”



Depot, 16 April 1943; to RAF overseas, 15 May 1943; embarked from Canada, 16 May 1943;
disembarked in Britain, 24 May 1943. Posted to No.3 PRC, Bournemouth. To No.14 OTU, 13 July
1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 2 October 1943. To No0.1660 Conversion Unit, 5 November
1943; to No.51 Base, 25 November 1943. Attached to No.5 Lancaster Finishing School, 25
January to 13 February 1944. To No.106 Squadron, 13 February 1944. Killed in action 7/8 July
1944 (Lancaster JB641) ; buried in France.

Flying Officer Gautschi has taken part in attacks on many of the most heavily
defended targets in Germany, including Berlin, Augsburg, Essen, and Stuttgart.
On his first operational flight he obtained an excellent photograph of the aiming
point and on his second sortie a few nights later he made a telling attack on an
enemy aircraft factory and also obtained a fine photograph. This officer has on
all his subsequent operations maintained this high standard and his accuracy and
steadiness as bomb aimer have made him a most valuable member of his crew.

NOTE: Public Records Office Air 2/9276 has recommendation dated 14 June 1944 when he had
flown 22 2/3 sorties (140 hours 35 minutes):

25 February 1944 - Augsburg (7.55)

10 March 1944 - Chateauroux (5.15)

15 March 1944 - Stuttgart (7.40)

18 March 1944 - Frankfurt (5.30)

22 March 1944 - Frankfurt (5.20)

24 March 1944 - Berlin (7.05)

26 March 1944 - Essen (4.50)

9 May 1944 - Genneuvilliers (4.20)

11 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (3.30; no bombing on MB's instructions
19 May 1944 - Tours (5.10)

21 May 1944 - GARDENING (5.40, Forget-me-Nots)
22 May 1944 - Brunswick (5.40)

31 May 1944 - Gun battery, Maisy (3.10, DNCO. recalled)
9 April 1944 - GARDENING (8.55, Privet area)

10 April 1944 - Tours (5.30)

18 April 1944 - GARDENING (7.25, Geraniums)

20 April 1944 - La Chappelle marshalling yards (4.20)
22 April 1944 - Brunswick (6.00)

24 April 1944 - Munich (9.50)

26 April 1944 - Schweinfurt (8.40)

5 June 1944 - Rennes (4.10)

10 June 1944 - Orleans/Nantes rail lines (5.05)



12 June 1944 - Poitiers (5.50)

Flying Officer Gautschi, as Air Bomber, has completed 22 2/3 successful
operational sorties, including attacks on such heavily defended targets as Berlin,
Augsburg, Essen and Stuttgart. His first operational flight was against Augsburg
and, bombing with the skill of a veteran, he obtained an aiming point
photograph. On his second sortie a few nights later, he was detailed to bomb an
aircraft factory at Chateauroux and on this occasion his photograph was plotted
only 500 feet from the aiming point.

Flying Officer Gautschi has maintained the very high standard set on these first
two sorties. His accuracy and steadiness are the perfect complement to the skill
of his pilot and navigator, with whom he forms the basis of the squadron's most
outstanding team. His courage, skill and determination in action have been of
the highest order, and | consider he fully deserves the award of the Distinguished
Flying Cross.

Notes: When killed, crew consisted of 150238 F/L F.C.W. Clement (captain), 1821453 Sergeant
J.M. Mclachlan (flight engineer), 151361 F/O W.B. Wilkinson (navigator and later described as
Gautschi’s best friend)), 125073 F/O N.V. Gautschi (air bomber), 1538445 Sergeant R.D. Potter
(WOP), 1891238 Flight Sergeant J. Palmer (mid-upper gunner), and 1589924 Flight Sergeant J.
Balmer (rear gunner). Lancaster JB641 crashed in the Bois de Locus (Seine Inferieure), seven
miles northwest of Neufchatel Rouen. Nothing was known of their fate until 13 September
1944 when a French civilian reported the aircraft crash, apparently identified by wreckage
remains (likely serial number). It appears that in November 1944 his brother visited the site,
viewed the grave and did some excavations at the crash site, looking for any artifacts. He found
nothing that he could identify other than a wedge hat with RCAF buttons.
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GAUVREAU, F/O Raymond Joseph (J85521) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No0.626 Squadron -
Award effective 5 February 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 February 1945 and AFRO
563/45 dated 29 March 1945. Born in Ottawa, 30 September 1921; in Cameron Highlanders,
1940-1942; also employed at Ottawa Car and Aircraft Limited. Enlisted in Ottawa, 30 April 1942
and posted that day to No.5 Manning Depot. To No.6 ITS, 12 September 1942; promoted LAC,
6 November 1942; to No.12 EFTS, 6 December 1942; to No.6 SFTS, 6 March 1943; graduated
and promoted Sergeant, 25 June 1943. To “Y” Depot, 9 July 1943; to United Kingdom, 15 July
1943. Further trained at No. 30 Operational Training Unit at R.A.F. Seighford, Staffordshire,.
Commissioned 20 March 1944. To No. 626 Squadron at Wickenby, Lincolnshire on 16 June
1944. Repatriated to Canada, 29 November 1944. To No.1 Air Command, 10 January 1945. To



No.2 SFTS, 12 January 1945. To No.17 Equipment Dept, 31 March 1945. To Release Centre, 19
May 1945. Released 29 May 1945. Invested with DFC at Government House, 7 November
1949. Died in Ottawa, 4 August 2015. Photo PL-48187 shows him with his father and his wife
after investiture. No citation other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy
in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion
to duty." Public Records Office Air 2/8830 has recommendation dated 5 November 1944 when
he had flown 30 sorties (143 hours 25 minutes), 17 June (Aulnoye) to 19 October 1944
(Stuttgart). NOTE: The sortie list is badly torn and most dates not clear, particularly after 18
July (Caen) until 14 October 1944 (two attacks on Duisburg). Medals offered for sale with
logbook and news clippings, Geoffrey Hoare auction catalogue of December 1994; estimated
value $ 1,700. Offered for sale again, April 1998 by First Brigade Militaria, Winnipeg, for $
2,600.

Flying Officer Gauvreau, a Canadian, as pilot and captain of aircraft has carried
out 30 operational sorties against the enemy. These sorties have included such
important targets as Kiel, Stuttgart (three attacks), Stettin and Russelheim.

Throughout this, his first tour of operations, Flying Officer Gauvreau has shown
himself to be a competent and skilful pilot and his keen offensive spirit coupled
with his fearlessness has set a magnificent example to his crew. His captaincy
and determination have been of a high order enabling him at all times to drive
home his attacks to the fullest advantage.

| recommend that Flying Officer Gauvreau's fine record and devotion to duty be
rewarded by the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

Medals, logbook and photo offered for sale by Dix Noonan Webb, 2 March 2017. On-line
catalogue included the following:

Posted to No. 626 Squadron at R.A.F. Wickenby, Lincolnshire on 16 June 1944, he
later reflected on the creation of his flight crew, along with another pilot he had
met getting ready for his first mission which would prove to be a fatal one: "l
served with the 626 Squadron in England, from an airport called Wickenby. |
started right into the Lancasters. They sent me to a station in central England
where they had a variety of every crew member imaginable, from gunners to
navigators, but not pilots. | was sent to that station with a date at a certain point
to pick out six men to join me as my crew members. | was completely in the dark
about what it involved, but when | got to it, | got to this big building and opened
the door and it looked like | was entering a huge double gymnasium, loaded with
people who were all aircrew members of different stations in an aircraft, from a



tail gunner to a navigator. | immediately closed the door and stood back, and
said, I've got to go in there and pick out six men, and | don’t know a soul? There
was nobody to talk to. | was all by myself. | finally said a prayer, and | said, "Lord,
help me to do this." | walked in and before | could even close the door, there was
a great big guy stood in front of me and says, "my name is George Maclntosh
from [Fort] MacLeod, Alberta, I’'m a navigator and I'd like to join your crew, will
you take me on?" | says, "you bet, George, shake hands." And as we were
shaking hands, five more men came walking right over, and | signed all of them
on; and that became my crew. Oh, one other Canadian was John Halliday from
Welland, Ontario and the rest were British chaps from a variety of places in
England. After | had completed six trips, my first six trips, a young pilot came to
my billet; and he was allocated the extra bed that | had in that particular billet.
And since he was just starting off his trips - that night he was going to have his
first trip while | was having my eighth: it was my eighth trip; it was his first trip - |
got acquainted with him and helped him to unpack his luggage, and so forth. He
took a photograph and put it on the table between our beds; and it was a picture
of his wife and his one-year-old daughter back home in Winnipeg. And, however,
we went to the flights later on and got ready for my usual bombing trip; and
when | got back, about 2:30 in the morning, he hadn’t yet arrived. So | stretched
out on the bed and waited for him, so we could talk over what happened. A
short time later, a knock came on the door and it was my station commander
who said, "Ray, I'm sorry to tell you this, but your friend has not returned, will
you please repack his luggage so we can send it back to his wife in Canada." It
left me with real sad memories thinking about my wife whom | married just two
weeks before | left for overseas.’

Gauvreau and his crew flew numerous sorties over ten locations in France,
bombing various targets between 20 June and 19 July 1944, including Reims,
Liegscourt, Vaires, Saint Pol, Viezon-Ville, Domleger, Orleans, Foret-de-Croc,
Caen (twice) and Tours. The month of July would conclude with missions to
Courtrai, Belgium on 20 July and over a span of five days, from 23 to 28 July,
three sorties to Germany: Kiel and Stuttgart (twice). In the period between 8
August and 19 October 1944, further sorties were flown to France (Aire, Falaise
Sector, Le Havre, Calais and Cap Oriz Nes), Holland (Volkel, Gent, Eindhoven and
Weskapelle), Belgium (Frederick Hendric), and Germany (Russelsheim, Stettin,
Saarbrucken, Duisburg (twice) and Stuttgart). At the end of his tour he was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. By his own recollection, Gauvreau
dropped a bomb over Caen, which was marked with the personal message “To
Adolf, from the Ottawa Car and Aircraft Limited of Ottawa”.
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GAY, FS Ernest Gordon (R40323) - Mention in Despatches - No0.436 Squadron (AFRO gives unit
only as "Overseas) - Award effective 1 January 1946 as per London Gazette of that date and
AFRO 388/46 dated 12 April 1946. Born 29 July 1913. Enlisted in Moncton, 22 November
1939 as Service Policeman. To “K”, 29 January 1940. Remustered as Aero Engine Mechanic, 1
April 1940 and promoted AC1. Promoted LAC, 1 October 1940. To No.4 Repair Depot, 7 April
1941. Promoted Corporal, 27 September 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 November 1942.
Promoted Sergeant, 3 December 1941. To No.164 (Transport) Squadron, 3 September 1943.
To “Y” Depot, 23 August 1944. Taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 29 August 1944,
Repatriated 16 November 1945. Released 15 December 1945. No citation. DHist file 181.009
D.1769 (RG.24 Vol.20610) has recommendation dated 9 June 1945.

This NCO is in charge of Squadron Engine Shop. His ability to work ceaselessly
for the good of this squadron has been an inspiration to all. It is due to his
efforts and his ability to handle men that the aircraft serviceability is at such a
high level. It is recommended that the service rendered by this NCO be
recognized by the award of "Mention in Despatches".
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GAYMAN, F/O James Murray (J26441) - Commended for Valuable Services - No.105 (T) OTU -
Award effective 7 September 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1647/45
dated 26 October 1945. Born 7 October 1922. Enlisted in Hamilton, 17 March 1942 and posted
to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.4 Manning Depot, 20 May 1942. To No.5 Manning Depot, 3 July
1942.To No.3 ITS, 3 July 1942; promoted LAC, 12 September 1942; posted to No.20 EFTS, 10
October 1942; to No.2 SFTS, 27 December 1942; and commissioned, 14 May 1943. To “Y”
Depot, 28 May 1943. To United Kingdom, 22 June 1943. Repatriated 17 January 1946.
Released 6 March 1946. Died 1987. No citation in Canadian sources. Public Records Office Air
2/9117 has recommendation drafted when he had flown 1,490 hours, 739 hours on transport
and ferry work, 401 hours in previous six months.

Flying Officer Gayman has been employed as a Radio Range and Beam Approach
Instructor since June 1944. Although his duties have been of a harassing nature,
this officer has completed the heavy flying duty allotted to him with courage and
enthusiasm. He has taken part in flying instruction in the most adverse weather
and at all times has shown great devotion to duty.

* k 3k k% %



GAYTON, FS (now WO2) George Frederick Goodman (Can 1890) - British Empire Medal - No.2
Bombing and Gunnery School, Mossbank - Award effective 11 June 1942 as per Canada Gazette
of that date and AFRO 1000-1001/42 dated 3 July 1942. Born 30 December 1912. Enlisted in
Toronto, 30 October 1930. Classified as Aero Engine Mechanic, 1 October 1936. Sergeant as of
1 September 1939. With No.8 (BR) Squadron as of 11 October 1939. Promoted Flight Sergeant,
1 October 1940. To No.2 BGS, 26 October 1940. Promoted W02, 1 October 1941. To No.2
Training Command, 24 April 1942. Promoted WO1, 1 September 1942. Graded as Master
Mechanic, 1 February 1943. To No.17 SFTS, 28 August 1944. To “Y” Depot, 4 October 1944. To
United Kingdom, 13 October 1944. Repatriated 13 August 1945. To No.1 Air Command, 20
August 1945. Reverted to Flight Sergeant and Aero Engine Mechanic, 1 October 1946 on
acceptance for postwar RCAF. Promoted W02, 1 November 1947. Promoted WO1, 1 April
1951. Died in Winnipeg, 23 December 2003.

Flight Sergeant Gayton came to this station in October 1940, and was given the
position of Senior NCO in the Drogue Flight. He set a very fine example to the
men and worked extremely hard. In April 1941 he was given the position of
senior NCO in charge of maintenance. Due almost entirely to his efforts, the
Maintenance Flight at Mossbank is now one of the most efficient in Canada. This
NCO is keen, hard-working, conscientious and reliable. He fully deserves

recognition of his services as he has now served eleven years with the RCAF.
k sk ok ok ok

GEAR, FI/O Edna Ureinea (V30382) - Mention in Despatches - No.6 Group Headquarters -
Award effective 1 January 1946 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 418/46 dated 18
April 1946. AFRO gives unit only as "Overseas"; unit found in McEwen Papers list of
recommendations for MiD. Born in Cumberland, British Columbia, 17 August 1909. School
teacher in Cumberland, British Columbia for eight years before enlistment. Enlisted in
Vancouver, 3 March 1942 for General Duties and posted to No.6 Manning Depot, Toronto. To
No.2 SFTS, 4 April 1942. To AFHQ, Ottawa, 7 May 1942. Promoted AW1, 3 June 1942. To No.6
Manning Depot, 19 July 1942. Reclassified as Intelligence Clerk, 6 August 1942. Promoted
Corporal, 15 August 1942. To AFHQ, 16 August 1942. Employed in Directorate of Intelligence,
Map Librarian. Commissioned 12 February 1943 on posting to No.2 Composite Training School.
To AFHQ again, 20 March 1943. To “Y” Depot, 20 September 1944. Embarked from Canada 4
October 1944. Disembarked in Britain, 12 October 1944 and taken on strength of No.3 PRC,
Bournemouth. Attached to Intelligence School, 25-30 October 1944. To No.6 Group, 30
October 1944. Attached to No.63 Base, 30 October 1944 to 5 January 1945 briefing officer for
aircrew) when returned to No.6 Group Headquarters (personal aide to Air Officer
Commanding). To RCAF Overseas Headquarters, 20 July 1945 (Deputy Camp Commandant
there). Repatriated 25 October 1946. To Western Air Command, 1 November 1946. Released
12 December 1946. Commissioned in RCAF Auxiliary, 13 July 1952 as Administrative Officer



(service number 58621W) with rank of Flight Lieutenant. Served with No.19 (Auxiliary) Wing,
Vancouver until released 15 January 1959. Died in North Vancouver, 11 March 1990 as per
British Columbia Vital Statistics. RCAF photo PL-25880 shows her on arrival in England; caption
says that she had been an Administrative Intelligence Officer in AFHQ before posting overseas.
RCAF photo PL-42468 (ex UK-19341 dated 8 March 1945) identifies her as confidential secretary
to A/V/M C.M. McEwen. RCAF photo PL-44803 (ex UK-22264 dated 28 June 1945) shows
A/V/M C.M. McEwen about to embark for Canada in Lancaster “Malton Mike” with his terrier,
“Black Mike”; standing beside the airplane and about to say goodbye is his personal assistant,
Section Officer E.V. Gear of Cumberland, British Columbia. PL-44804 (ex UK-22265 dated 28
June 1945) shows A/V/M C.M. McEwen about to embark for Canada in Lancaster “Malton
Mike”, at left, trying on flying gear, is S/L A.C. Holmes (St. John;s, Newfoundland, personal staff
officer to McEwen); McEwen is talking to W/C D.V. Hutton (Toronto, Group Medical Officer for
No.6 Group).

Notes: Memo dated 2 August 1944 described her duties in Deputy Director of Intelligence as
liaison with Director of Intelligence (Maps), procurement, recording and filing of all available
maps and charts (world-wide), maintenance of War Map and Chart Library (about 30-40,000
maps, world-wide), location of place-names required by Records Office (Casualties), Air Force
Historian, Plans and Operations staff, assisting in the preparation of geographic Intelligence
Reports covering the far north, Arctic and Arctic islands, in the collection and analysis of
meteorological data and information on the habitation and facilities available within these
areas. “In all her duties she has shown an aptitude of a high order and has carried out her
duties in a most enthusiastic and satisfactory manner.” (W/C J.W. Burton, DDIM).

Training: Course at No.6 Manning Depot, 18 July to 15 August 1942. Courses in Air Force
Organization (91/100), Office Organization and Documentation (84/100), Discipline and Charges
(84/100), Equipment, Messing and Accommodation (77/100), RCAF (WD) Administration,
Welfare and Hygiene (93/100). Personal assessment of 309/400, graded 85/100 in Drill. Placed
first in a class of 37. “Above average - Thoroughly good all round. A leader, most reliable and
very popular, interested in P.T.” (Flight Officer W.M. Taylor, commanding No.6 Manning Depot,
14 August 1942).

Officer Training course, No.2 Composite Training School, 12 February to 4 March 1943 involved
courses in Air Force Law (87/100), Office Organization and Letter Writing (84/100), Leadership
and Morale (68/100), Equipment, Messes and Institutes (96/100), and Air Force Organization
(88/100). Personal assessmwent rated her at 284/400, and she scored 86/100 in Drill. Placed
seventh in a class of 25. “Cooperative and persevering. A keen worker. Reliable and
understanding in her dealing with personnel.” (signature of Chief Instructor illegible, 4 March
1943).



Selected Assessments: “This officer has been in charge of the AFHQ War Map Library, first as an
NCO and latterly as an officer for the past two years and has acquired a thorough knowledge of
the types and scales of maps (world coverage) available and their respective production
organizations. She has also ably assisted in the production of Geographical Intelligence Reports
covering Northern Canada.” (S/L F.P. Steers, AFHQ/AMAS.D of |, 28 August 1944).

“A steady and reliable officer who performs her duties cheerfully, seriously and satisfactorily.”
(F/L A.C. Holmes, 21 March 1945, concurred in by W/C Stuart A. Terrour, 21 March 1945 and Air
Commodore J.G. Bryans, 24 March 1945).

“Flight Lieutenant Gear has been Adjutant of 19 Auxiliary Wing Headquarters for three years
and has been a most conscientious officer. She is very methodical and does her work without
any fuss. She is very consistent in attendance and well thought of by her fellow officers. Flight
Lieutenant Gear has at times filled in as Secretary of the Officers Mess and handled her duties
capable.” (S/L H.H. Ollis, No.19 Wing HQ, 28 July 1955).

* %k k %k %

GEAR, FI/O Wilma Marguerite (V30319) - Member, Order of the British Empire - No.4 Release
Centre - Award effective 13 June 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 660/46
dated 5 July 1946. Born in Dufferin, Ontario, 4 August 1904 or 8 September 1904. Home at
Orton, Ontario; enlisted and commissioned in Toronto, 13 November 1942, Equipment
(Messing) Trade. Posted that date to No.7 Manning Depot. To No.6 Manning Depot, 28
December 1942. Posting changed that same day to No.2 Composite Training School. To
Newfoundland, 21 January 1943. To “Y” Depot, 7 February 1943. To “K”, 13 February 1943. To
No.1 WS, 30 September 1944. Promoted Flight Officer, 1 February 1945. To Technical Training
School, 17 April 1945. To No.1 Air Command, 16 August 1945. To No.4 Release Centre, 15
September 1945. To No.1 Air Command, 31 March 1946. To No.1 Equipment Depot, 16 April
1946. To No.2 Release Centre, 16 June 1946. Released 19 June 1946.

This messing officer assumed her duties at this unit when the situation was most
difficult due to rapidly fluctuating ration strength and continual disorganization
of staff due to postings and discharges. Her control both of rationing and the
staff under her, composed both of service and civilian personnel, has been
unique. The standard of messing has been outstanding and it is felt that there is
no question that the meals of this unit have been one of the main contributing
factors in maintaining the high state of morale apparent here even through the
most difficult days. Further, she has always travelled the second mile by working
long hours overtime and has not spared herself in any respect to prepare
delectable meals and refreshments for the many parties and entertainments



held at this unit. Not only has Flight Officer Gear proven herself to be a dietician
of exceptional merit, but the application of her knowledge and the tireless
efforts that she has put forward have combined to build up for her only the
deepest admiration and respect in all ranks.

* %k 3k k %

GEDDES, F/O Edward John (J24152) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.430 Squadron - Award
effective 23 March as per London Gazette dated 3 April 1945 and AFRO 765/45 dated 4 May
1945. Born 15 November 1920. Enlisted 29 January 1942. Trained at No.7 ITS (graduated 17
July 1942), No.6 EFTS (graduated 23 October 1942) and No.4 SFTS (graduated 19 March 1943).
Released 13 February 1946. Rejoined RCAF, 5 August 1946 (service number 27173); released 4
June 1970, settling in North Bay, Ontario.

This officer has flown on a large number of operational sorties which have
included photographic and tactical reconnaissances and artillery spotting
missions. He has produced equally good results on all types of operations. His
aircraft has sustained damage from anti-aircraft fire on several occasions but
such incidents have never deterred Flying Officer Geddes from fulfilling his
allotted tasks with coolness and good judgement in the face of danger.

* %k 3k k %

GEE, F/L Wilbur Thomas (J19209) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.97 Squadron - Award
effective 2 October 1944 as per London Gazette dated 13 October 1944 and AFRO 2637/44
dated 8 December 1944. Born 9 February 1921. Enlisted in Montreal, 29 April 1941 as Radio
Mechanic. To No.4A Manning Depot, 5 May 1941. To McGill University, 31 May 1941. To No.1
Manning Depot, 21 November 1941. To No.31 Radio School, 4 December 1941. Remustered to
aircrew training, 15 March 1942 and posted that date to No.1 ITS; promoted LAC, 8 May 1942;
to No.7 EFTS, 4 July 1942; course completed 28 August 1942 but not posted to No.16 SFTS until
12 September 1942; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 30 December 1942. To “Y” Depot, 13
January 1943. To RAF overseas, 25 January 1943. Commissioned 26 October 1943. Promoted
Flying Officer, 26 April 1944. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 28 May 1944. Repatriated 8 August
1945. Released 27 September 1945. RCAF photo PL-41062 (ex UK-16861 dated 22 November
1944) shows him; caption says he was attacked only once by a night fighter and his gunners
shot it down. No citation other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in
the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to
duty". Public Records Office Air 2/9015 has recommendation dated 14 July 1944 when he had
flown 31 sorties (192 operational hours).



Unidentified Unit

26 November 1943 - Berlin (6.40)

2 December 1943 - Berlin (7.05)

3 December 1943 - Leipzig (7.15)

20 December 1943 - Frankfurt (6.00)
1 January 1944 - Berlin (8.15)

2 January 1944 - Berlin (2.45, DNCO, turret unserviceable)
5 January 1944 - Stettin (9.10)

20 January 1944 - Berlin (7.05)

27 January 1944 - Berlin (9.00)

28 January 1944 - Berlin (7.50)

30 January 1944 - Berlin (7.00)

15 February 1944 - Berlin (7.10)

19 February 1944 - Leipzig (7.30)

20 February 1944 - Stuttgart (7.15)

No0.97 Squadron

18 March 1944 - Frankfurt (5.30)
22 March 1944 - Frankfurt (5.20)
24 March 1944 - Berlin (6.50)

26 March 1944 - Essen (4.25)

30 March 1944 - Nuremburg (7.10)
11 April 1944 - Aachen (3.30)

22 April 1944 - Brunswick (5.40)

26 April 1944 - Schweinfurt (8.30)
6 May 1944 - Louailles (4.25)

9 May 1944 - Annecy (8.45)

19 May 1944 - Amiens (3.30)

22 May 1944 - Brunswick (5.35)

24 May 1944 - Eindhoven (5.20)
27 May 1944 - St.Valery (3.15)

5 June 1944 - St.Pierre du Mont (3.45)
6 June 1944 - Argentan

23 June 1944 - Limoges

4 July 1944 - Creil (3.50)

Flight Lieutenant Gee has carried out a total of 31 sorties against such heavily
defended targets as Berlin (nine times), Frankfurt (three sorties), Leipzig (twice),



Nuremburg (etcetera). Of these, fourteen have been made with the Pathfinder
Force, as marker.

Throughout his tour, this officer has shown a great determination to press home
his attacks. On two occasions he has carried on when his wireless or radio
telephone have been unserviceable and would have justified an early return. He
has at all times displayed great courage and unfailing devotion to duty, and his
example has impressed all. For his great skill, fearlessness and enthusiasm to fly
on operations, he is recommended for the non-immediate award of the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

* k 3k k %

GEEVES, F/O Gerald Edward (J19058) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.405 Squadron - Award
effective 5 February 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 February 1945 and AFRO 563/45
dated 29 March 1945. Born in Montreal, 11 March 1910; attended St. Michael's Academy,
Commercial High school and the Technical High School. Employed as a salesman. Enlisted in
Montreal, 14 October 1940. To No.1 Manning Depot, 15 January 1941. To No.1 Equipment
Depot, 16 January 1941. To No.1 WS, 30 March 1941; promoted LAC on 1 May 1941; to “E” on
15 September 1941; to No.2 BGS, 11 October 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant on 24
November 1941. To “Y” Depot, 25 November 1941. To RAF overseas, 12 December 1941.
Taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 26 December 1941. To No.1 Air Armament
School, 7 March 1942. To No.7 Air Gunner School, 29 April 1942. To No.15 OTU, 19 May 1942.
To Middle East Command, 24 August 1942. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 September 1942.
Taken on strength of No.108 Squadron, 19 September 1942. Promoted W02, 24 November
1943. To No.148 Squadron, 26 November 1942. To No.40 Squadron, 7 December 1942. To
No.104 Squadron, 1 January 1943. Embarked from Malta, 26 February 1943, passing through
Gibraltar on 7 March 1943. At No.1 Personnel Despatch Centre, 28 February 1943. To Station
Pershore, 30 March 1943. Attached to No.10 OTU, Abington, 1-10 May 1943. To No.23 OTU, 7
October 1943 when commissioned. To Overseas Headquarters, 11 March 1944. Arrived back in
Canada, 16 March 1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 7 April 1944. Embarked again for Britain, 29
April 1944; disembarked in United Kingdom, 7 May 1944. To No.61 Base, 25 May 1944.
Attended Dalton Battle School, 25 May to 11 June 1944. To No0.405 Squadron, 11 June 1944,
attending Night Training Unit, 11 June to 6 July before return to No.405 Squadron. Killed in
action, 2 January 1945 (Lancaster PB477, No.405 Squadron). No citation other than
"completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably
displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty." Public Records Office Air
2/8831 has recommendation dated 20 November 1944 when he had flown 48 sorties (220
hours 52 minutes) in two tours.



First Tour

24 August 1942 - Ferry to Gibraltar (8.00)

25 August 1942 - Gibraltar to Malta (8.45)

26 August 1942 - Malta-Egypt (7.45)

8 October 1942 - Tobruk (7.30)

14 October 1942 - Tobruk (6.10)

23 October 1942 - Battle area (2.30)

24 October 1942 - Battle area (2.30)

29 October 1942 - Battle area (2.30)

30 October 1942 - Battle area (2.30)

2 November 1942 - Ghazal (3.00)

4 November 1942 - Daba (3.45)

5 November 1942 - Messa Fuka Row (3.35)

6 November 1942 - Messa Fuka Row (3.45)

7 November 1942 - Sollum (6.30)

9 November 1942 - Fort Capuzzo (6.05)

11 November 1942 - Derna (8.55)

23 November 1942 - Haraklion Aerodrome (6.40)
7 December 1942 - LG.17 to Malta (6.00)

13 December 1942 - La Goulette, Tunis (4.34)

15 December 1942 - Tunis Harbour (4.35)

16 December 1942 - La Goulette, Tunis (4.35)

18 December 1942 - Comico Aerodrome, Sicily (2.40)
25 December 1942 - Pantelero Aerodrome (6.35)
28 February 1943 - Malta-Gibralter (7.30)

Second Tour

10 July 1944 - Nucourt (2.45)

12 July 1944 - Paris/Vaires (3.08)
15 July 1944 - Nucourt (3.30)

17 July 1944 - Cagny (2.30)

28 July 1944 - Stuttgart (6.17)

30 July 1944 - Battle area (2.34)

3 August 1944 - Nieppe (2.03)

4 August 1944 - L'isle Adam (2.44)
14 August 1944 - TRACTABLE (2.41)
15 August 1944 - Meisbroek (4.15)
16 August 1944 - Stettin (4.57)



18 August 1944 - Sterkrade (3.34)

25 August 1944 - Russelsheim (5.42)

26 August 1944 - Kiel (5.24)

29 August 1944 - Stettin (8.32)

15 September 1944 - Kiel (5.23)

30 September 1944 - Bottrop (3.23)

11 October 1944 - Fort Fredrik Hendrik (2.09)
14 October 1944 - Duisburg (3.55)

15 October 1944 - Wilhelmshaven (4.06)
19 October 1944 - Stuttgart (5.09)

25 October 1944 - Homburg (3.40)

28 October 1944 - Walcheren

16 November 1944 - Julich

Flying Officer Geeves is an outstanding Air Gunner in a highly sucssful crew now
on their second tour of operations. He has participated in attacks on such
heavily defended enemy areas as Stuttgart, Kiel and Stettin. Invariably, this
officer has displayed a keen sence of responsibility and great courage in the
performance of all his operational tasks. On many occasions he has been placed
in a position where great personal danger existed, but this has not deterred him
from carrying out his duties in a cool and efficient manner. His fine example of
fearlessness and evotion to duty is very commendable.

The website “Lost Bombers” provides information on his final sortie. Lancaster PB477, No.405
Squadron (LQ-B), target Nuremberg, 2/3 January 1945. This aircraft was delivered to No.635
Squadron, August 1944 and transferred to No.405 Squadron, 8 September 1944. Previously
engaged in the following raids: Frankfurt (12/13 September 1944), Duisburg (14 October 1944,
daylight, Essen (23/24 October 1944). Airborne at 1554 hours, 2 January 1945 from Gransden
Lodge. Crashed at Rohrau, 3 km ENE from the small town of Nufringen. Crew consisted of W/C
J. Lawson, DSO, DFC (killed; he had participated in at least 92 operational sorties, Sergeant S.
Rhodes(POW), P/O S.H. Fitzhenry, RAAF (killed), S/L N. Crawford, DFC, RCAF (killed), F/L E.C.
Duke, DFM (killed), F/O G.E. Geeves, DFC, RCAF (killed), Warrant Officer D.G. Plyley, RCAF
(POW).

Notes: Application for Operational Wing dated 31 December 1943 stated he had been on
operations, 4 September 1942 to 7 January 1943 and had flown 24 sorties (140 hours).

Assessed at No.23 OTU on 27 February 1944 where he was an instructor. Reported to have
flown 353 hours (67 hours ten minutes in previous six months). "Keen, capable air gunner who
is fit to hold any responsible job." (S/L C.P. Potter).



While on leave in Canada he was featured in an article entitled "Thoughts in a Dinghy" which
appeared in the April 15th edition of the Montreal Standard. According to that paper, he had
completed 27 operational flights and wore the African Star with Clasp. He had taken partin
most of the Mediterranean's "big shows". From his W.A.G.'s seat he saw action at Crete, El
Alamein, Tobruk, Tunis and Sicily.

He had previously escaped death or injury in five crashes on widely-separated R.C.A.F.
battlefronts. In the fourth crash, his six fellow crew members were killed while he was thrown
clear to escape with minor injuries. This incident does not appear in his service records. The
fifth crash occurred on Christmas night, 1943 [probably 1942 if we go by the sortie list] , in the
Mediterranean after his bomber overshot Malta while returning from a raid in a heavy storm.
That time he was rescued along with his new crew mates after seven and half seasick hoursin a
pitching dinghy. He is quoted in the April 15th article as saying, "l never thought so much about
home and my folks as | did that Christmas night - my experience told me we had little chance of
getting through a fix like this out in the Mediterranean no man's land and felt honestly sorry for
the grief the 'missing' telegram would cause at home. | was glad that | had stayed at church for
a second Mass that morning. It sort of gave me a feeling of confidence inside".

Notes: In crew of Wellington HD980, No.108 Squadron, which crashed at Landing Ground 237.
6 November 1942. Following an operational sortie and while taxying, pilot switched on landing
lights, forgetting or not knowing that they had been patched over with doped fabric. The result
was a fire in the wing, causing Category "A" damage. No injuries to crew. Pilot was Sergeant
N.S. Toms, RNZAF.

Wellington DV532 of No.40 Squadron ditched at sea, 50 miles from Malta, 26 December 1942.
Crew was NZ412247 F/L L. McLachlan (pilot), 118101 P/O J.D. Kitchin (second pilot), 1380906
Sergeant F. Hughes (observer), 935115 Flight Sergeant A. Challand (WOP/AG) and R77168
Sergeant G.E. Geeves. On leaving the target area both intercom and wireless became
unserviceable. At ETA 2232 there was no sign of Malta; pilot kept on course for 15 minutes,
then flew a reciprocal course and commenced a search. The WOP/AG now reported wireless
serviceable again and reported several QDM Loop bearings which may have been erroneous.
Flying the last bearing for half an hour, the engines finally cut and pilot ditched. Pilot went on
to report:

This operation [ditching] was carried out successfully and all members of the
crew were safely in the dinghy within two minutes. The Wireless Operator,
Flight Sergeant Challand, received slight facial injuries and was in a somewhat
dazed condition. The behaviour of the entire crew in ditching is to be highly
commended, there was no panic and everyone remained cool. A Beaufighter



was sighted about ten minutes later, flying at about 1,500 feet one mile away.
At 0800 hours four Spitfires were sighted, flying fairly low about three miles
away. Efforts were made to signal, but the Marine Distress Signal failed to
operate. There was no Verey pistol as the Navigation kit bag was swept to the
back of the fuselage on ditching. At 0815 a Swordfish of the FAA was sighted.
Immediately a Marine Distress Signal was sent off, which the Swordfish sighted.
The Swordfish then circled us, dropping smoke floats right around us. At 0823
the Air Sea Rescue Launch was sighted and we were picked up at 0830.
Treatment on board the Launch was excellent, we were provided with rum, hot
tea and dry clothes. We landed at St.Paul's Bay at 1100 hours. Flight Sergeant
Challen was taken to the 90th General Hospital and the other members of the
crew proceeded to their billets after a meal prepared by the Air Sea Rescue Unit.

* %k 3k k %

GELDART, Corporal Alton Charles (R99326) - Mention in Despatches - Croft (AFRO gives unit
only as "Overseas") - Award effective 14 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and
AFRO 1647/45 dated 26 October 1945. Enlisted in Moncton, New Brunswick, 28 May 1941. No
citation in AFRO or biographical file. DHist file 181.009 D.4364 (RG.24 Vol.20648) has
recommendation sent to No.6 Group Headquarters, 2 February 1945. Had served eight months
in Canada, three years overseas. Armament Electrician.

This airman has been in charge of the Armament Electrical Section for the past
eleven months. This airman's devotion to duty and untiring co-operation has
been responsible for the most efficient operation of his section. He has worked
long hours and has never failed once to report to his section when emergencies
arose and the Armament Section was called out, and has never on any of these
occasions had to be sought for by his superiors. He has maintained a high
standard of morale in his section under conditions of long and irregular working
hours.

* %k % k %k

GELINAS, S/L Louis Joseph Philippe Arthur (C2340) - Member, Order of the British Empire -
No.13 Recruiting Centre - Award effective 1 January 1943 as per London Gazette of that date
and AFRO 55/43 dated 15 January 1943. Born in Montreal, 5 April 1902. Educated in
Westmount (Loyola College and University of Montreal. Director in CIP, stock broker and
businessman. Enlisted in Montreal, 1 July 1940 as Administrative Officer, attending Admin
course in Trenton, 29 July to 24 August 1940 when posted to No.13 Recruiting Centre. .
Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 May 1941. Promoted Squadron Leader, 18 May 1942. Promoted



Wing Commander, 1 April 1943. To No.5 Manning Depot, 11 April 1943. To RCAF Overseas
Headquarters,, 21 January 1944. Disembarked in Britain, 30 January 1944. Returned to Canada,
31 March 1944. Placed on Reserve, 21 July 1944. Business executive after the war; appointed
to the Senate of Canada, 11 June 1963; resigned 10 December 1975; died in Montreal, 1
January 1973. Name also rendered as Joseph Louis Philippe Arthur.

Throughout his service career this officer has demonstrated administrative
ability far above the average. He has been untiring in his efforts and has devoted
all his time and energy to furthering the interests of the service. He has been
exceptional in his devotion to duty and has been most assiduous in meeting all
demands made on his Recruiting Centre. His services have been invaluable to
the Royal Canadian Air Force.

Recommended 20 October 1942 by W/C G.E. Nash (No.3 Training Command) who wrote:

Throughout his service career, particularly as Commanding Officer of the
Recruiting Centre in Montreal, this officer has demonstrated ability in recruiting
and administration far above the average. His tactful and diplomatic handling of
recruiting in a Centre which, due to its location, has more problems than any
other in Canada, has been the means of encouraging the enlistment of French
and English speaking Canadians as well as a great number of Americans and
others of foreign extraction.

GELINAS, W/C Louis Jospeh Phillipe Arthur, MBE (C2340) - Order of the White Lion, Class IV
(Czechoslovakia) - Award effective 5 October 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and
AFRO 991/46 dated 18 October 1946.

Notes: Interviewed 2 July 1940 (curious as he was taken on strength the previous day) by F/O
Maurice Janin who wrote, “Smartly dressed, good appearance, clean and neat, refined looking,
rather domineering, might make a good officer if high almighty attitude changed. No military
experience of any kind. Pleasant. Highly recommended. Has more than senior matric,
equivalent in academic standing and experience.” It appears that his application was approved
27 July 1940 but backdated to 1 July 1940.

* %k %k k %k

GELINEAU, LAC John Edward (R284266) - British Empire Medal - No.10 Bombing and Gunnery
School - Award effective 10 March 1945 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 625/45
dated 13 April 1945. Born 11 November 1924. Enlisted in Montreal, 18 October 1943 and
posted to No.5 Manning Depot. To No.1 ITS, 30 November 1943. Promoted LAC, 10 March
1944. To No.4 BGS, 2 June 1944. To No.10 BGS, 11 August 1944; graduated and promoted



Sergeant on 12 November 1944. Appears to have been at No.2 Release Centre, 4 January to 26
March 1945, probably while being treated and medically re-assessed. To Station Mountain
View, 27 March 1945. To Release Centre, 26 July 1945; released 27 July 1945. Subsequently
attended McGill University where his record included an athletic and academic career, winning
the Collegiate Hockey Championship in 1945-46. He also excelled in basketball, football and
baseball at McGill. He was good enough in baseball to earn a tryout with the Boston Red Sox. In
1948, Jack Gelineau was the very first recipient of McGill's Athlete of the Year award, "The
Forbes Trophy". McGill was not done with him yet however. In September 1997, Jack was the
inaugural inductee into McGill's Sports Hall of Fame. Immediately after graduating with a
degree in Commerce, he joined the Boston Bruins and started in goal that year for four games.
Jack played hockey for the Boston Bruins 1948-1952 and won Rookie of the year honors (Calder
Cup) in 1949. He actually only played two full years with Boston and lowered his GAA to 2.81 his
second year with four shutouts. Died In Montreal, 12 November 1998. As of award incident he
had flown six hours 40 minutes. DHist file 181.009 D.1406 (National Archives RG 24 Vol.20598)
has statements taken on the occasion of the accident, identifying the rescued gunner as LAC
A.R. Gibson. Civilians who came on the scene noted that Gelineau insisted on taking off his
flying suit to wrap around Gibson, who has suffered a broken leg, and did not admit to his own
back injuries until an ambulance arrived.

On October 28, 1944, Leading Aircraftman Gelineau was a student air gunnerin a
Bolingbroke aircraft which crashed in some woods in Eastern Canada. The
aircraft immediately burst into flames and Leading Aircraftman Gelineau
sustained a painful back injury. Another student air gunner lay trapped in the
fuselage with a broken leg. Despite the spreading flames, the danger of possible
explosion of ammunition and fuel tanks, with great coolness and presence of
mind, Leading Aircraftman Gelineau proceeded to break open the jammed hatch
with his hands and feel and pull the injured air gunner through the opening. Just
as he pulled him to safety one of the gasoline tanks exploded. Despite the great
danger of explosion of the remaining tank and ammunition, he returned to the
aircraft and with some civilians attempted to rescue the pilot. Only when the
heat and flames became so intense as to render further efforts impossible did he
abandon his attempt to rescue the trapped pilot. Throughout the whole rescue
Leading Aircraftman Gelineau showed courage and coolness of the highest
order. His complete disregard for his own safety resulted in saving the life of one
of his fellow students.

* k 3k k %

GELLNER, F/L John (J2822) - Military Cross (Czechoslovakia) - Award effective 1 July 1941 as per
AFRO 385/42 dated 13 March 1942. Born 18 May 1907 in Trieste where his father was a doctor



(birth date from obituary). On the outbreak of war his father joined the army while his mother
took the children to Bohemia. He entered university in 1925. He attended the Faculty of Law
(Masaryk University, Brno) where he obtained a Doctorate in Jurisprudence in 1930. Having
articled, he practiced as an attorney in Brno until the German occupation (March 1939).

In the runup to the German occupation, Gellner had been a rock climber and co-author (with
Dr. F. Kroupil) of the first Czech climber’s guide to the High Tatra Mountains (four volumes
published in Prague, 1936; the Tatra Mountains are in the Carpathians).

When the Germans arrived he was arrested for no stated reason (he speculated as a hostage)
and then released after five weeks. He then fled through Austria to Yugoslavia, then to Italy
and finally to the United States.

On the outbreak of war, he enlisted in Hamilton, 25 April 1940. To No.1 ITS, 29 April 1940;
graduated and promoted LAC on 24 May 1940 when posted to No.1 AOS; to No.1 BGS, 18
August 1940 to 29 September 1940 when posted to Trenton Promoted Sergeant, 29
September 1940; commissioned 27 October 1940.

He had graduated with the first Observer course produced by the BCATP. Proceeding overseas,
he served in No.311 (Czech) Squadron, November 1940 to October 1941 (39 sorties). Promoted
to Flying Officer, 27 October 1941. Returned to Canada, 16 February 1942, he instructed in
synthetic training, CNS, Rivers (22 March to 21 December 1942); promoted Flight Lieutenant, 15
July 1942. Trained as a pilot at No.20 EFTS (22 (January 1943 to uncertain date); continued pilot
training to June 1943; then with Transport Command (July to October 1943). In the United
Kingdom again for operational training (November 1943 to April 1944); with No.429 Squadron,
April to June 1944; with RCAF Overseas Headquarters, July 1944 to August 1945 (promoted
Squadron Leader, 1 September 1944) At Eastern Air Command Headquarters, November 1945
to February 1947; with CAC (later Training Command) Headquarters, February 1947 to
September 1949; at Staff College, September 1949 to July 1950 when posted to AFHQ. At
Canadian Joint Staff, Washington, August to November 1950); at AFHQ/AMP, November 1950
to December 1952; with No.3 (F) Wing, December 1952 to July 1955 (Chief Administrative
Officer); with Staff College, Directing Staff, July 1955 to November 1958 when he retired with
the rank of Wing Commander.

Subsequently a lecturer, journalist and editor. He also wrote three books, The Czechs and
Slovaks in Canada (with J. Smerek, University of Toronto Press, 1968), Canada in NATO
(Ryerson, 1970) and Bayonets in the Streets: Urban Guerilla at Home and Abroad (Collier-
Macmillan, 1974). He edited Commentator (1964-1970) and Canadian Defence Quarterly
(1971 to 1988). He taught at the University of Toronto from 1970 to 1972 and York University
thereafter.



Awarded Member, Order of Canada (CM) as per Canada Gazette of 25 June 1983 with the
following citation: “After escaping the Nazis in Czechoslovakia during the invasion, Mr. Gellner
served in the Royal Canadian Air Force during and after the Second World War. On his
retirement twenty-five years ago, he turned to editing political and defence periodicals and
introduced strategic studies at Toronto and York Universities. Through his teaching and writing
he has helped to make Canadians more aware of the need for critical thought on strategic
matters.” Died in Toronto, 27 April 2001.

DHist file 229C1 (D31), found in RG.24 Volume 10827, had letter from C.G. White (Air Ministry)
to Secretary to Canadian High Commissioner dated 21 July 1941 stating that the Czech
government contemplates this award "in recognition of his having participated as a pilot-
navigator in 16 operational bombing flights over enemy territory and of the success, resolution
and bravery attending the performance of his tasks on these occasions." The same information
is in a letter from the President of the Czech Republic to the Foreign Office dated 25 June 1941.
Both Czech awards were presented to him on 2 August 1941 by Air Vice-Marshal Janousek,
Inspector General of the Czech Inspectorate.

GELLNER, F/L John (J2822) - Distinguished Flying Cross - Award effective 15 November 1941 as
per AFRO 385/42 dated 13 March 1942. This award was not gazetted. Public Record Office Air
2/9334 has recommendation drafted 17 September 1941 by the Commanding Officer, No.311
Squadron; he had flown 37 sorties (194 hours 45 minutes). Sortie list and submission as
follows:

16 January 1941 Emden (4.25)

12 February 1941 Bremen (1.35; returned with bombs; engine trouble)
21 February 1941 Wilhelmshaven (4.25)

23 February 1941 Boulogne (2.55)

26 February 1941 Cologne (4.30)

12 March 1941 Berlin (7.50)

18 March 1941 Bremen (5.10)
23 March 1941 Berlin (7.45)

15 April 1941 Kiel (5.20)

17 April 1941 Berlin (7.05)

20 April 1941 Cologne (5.30)
23 April 1941 Brest (6.05)

26 April 1941 Hamburg (6.35)
28 April 1941 Brest (5.00)

11 May 1941 Hamburg (5.40)
15 May 1941 Hanover (5.35)
27 May 1941 Cologne (4.50)

2 June 1941 Dusselldorf (4.35)



11 June 1941 Duisburg (4.55)

12 June 1941 Essen (5.15)

16 June 1941 Aeltre aerodrome (2.40; last resort target; engine trouble)
17 June 1941 Dusseldorf (4.40)
19 June 1941 Cologne (5.35)
22 June 1941 Bremen (4.55)
1July 1941 Brest (5.50)

5 July 1941 Munster (4.55)

7 July 1941 Cologne (4.50)

8 July 1941 Munster (4.30)
10 July 1941 Cologne (4.40)
12 July 1941 Bremen (5.25)
14 July 1941 Bremen (5.20)
15 July 1941 Hamburg (6.15)
19 July 1941 Hanover (6.05)
23 July 1941 Mannheim (5.40)
25 July 1941 Hamburg (6.20)
2 August 1941 Hamburg (6.25)
5 August 1941 Mannheim (6.10)

On the night of 1-2 July 1941, he was navigator in Wellington R1015, captained
by Pilot Officer V. Korda, detailed to attack the German cruiser Prinz Eugen at
Brest. Though conditions were good and the docks visible the cruiser could not
be seen owing to darkness. It was then decided to drop a stick across its
positions, endeavouring to get the first bomb on the jetty. Despite intense flak,
four runs across the target were carried out and a determined attack made on
the last run. The heaviest bomb and another hit the jetty, lighting up the area
and it was estimated the remainder of the stick straddled the position of the
cruiser. Intelligence reports later state that on that night two direct hits were
obtained which severely damaged the cruiser and killed many of the crew.
These hits were credited to either No.9 or No.311 Squadrons and it is highly
probable that one of their hits was obtained by Pilot Officer Gellner.

Since January 1941, this officer has taken part in 37 major operations and
throughout his skill as a navigator has been exceptional. His precision and
accuracy, particularly in astro-navigation, would be difficult to excel. He has had
a log published in the August Bomber Command Monthly Navigational
Summary under the heading of “Meritorious Flights”.



He has shown conspicuous courage and devotion to duty in his determination to
hit his target. He recently carried out three or four runs to satisfy himself as to
his target ad often dropped at least two sticks of bombs. His splendid example
and instruction have been of the greatest asset in raising the standard of
navigation and bombing in No.311 Squadron.

On 23 September 1941, the Officer Commanding, Station Honington, wrote:

An outstanding navigator and a most gallant officer, whose work and example
has been of the greatest value in building up No.311 (Czech) Squadron. He is
stronly recommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

On 28 September 1941 the Air Officer Commanding, No.3 Group, added his remarks:

It is submitted that the action on the night of July 1/2nd taken in conjunction
with this navigator’s consistent record of successful sorties, entitles him for
consideration for a non-immediate award.

Subsequently, this was edited to a citation as follows:
On the night of 1t July 1941, this officer was the navigator of an aircraft which
participated in an attack on the Prinz Eugen at Brest. Conditions were good and
the docks visible but, owing to the darkness, the cruiser could not be seen. It
was therefore decided to release a stick of bombs across its position,
endeavouring to get the first bomb on jetty. Despite intense anti-aircraft fire,
four runs were made over the target and, on the last run, a determined attack
was made. The heaviest bomb and another hit the jetty illuminating the area
and it was estimated that the remainder of the stick burst around the cruiser. It
was subsequently learned that, on the night in question, two directed [sic] hits
were obtained which severely damaged the cruiser and killed many of the crew.
It is highly probable that one of the hits was obtained by Flight Lieutenant
Gellner. Throughout he has displayed exceptional skill as a navigator; his
precision and accuracy particularly in astro-navigation would be difficult to excel.
He has shown great courage and devotion to duty.

GELLNER, F/L John (J2822) - Medal for Valour (Czechoslovakia) - Award effective 23 June 1941
as per AFRO 385/42 dated 13 March 1942. DHist file 229C1 (D31), found in RG.24 Volume
10827, had letter from C.G. White (Air Ministry) to Secretary to Canadian High Commissioner
dated 16 April 1941 stating that the Czech government contemplates this award "in recognition
of services rendered in connection with the training of Czechoslovak Air Force personnel in this
country. Pilot Officer Gellner is said to be a Czechoslovak subject who, after escaping from his



country to Canada, joined the Royal Canadian Air Force, was posted to England and, at his own
request, was attached to the Czechoslovak Air Force. He is at present serving with No.311
(Czech) Squadron."

Public Record Office Air 2/6123 has additional correspondence. The genesis of this award
appears to be a letter dated 3 April 1941, from one J. Sejnocha (signing himself as “Chief of
Protocol” to Mr. Robert Dunbar (Foreign Office); the text is clearly that of a person writing in a
foreign language:

| write to inform you that the Czechoslovak Government are contemplating
proposing to the President of the Republic the decoration with the Czechoslovak
Medal for Valour of those members of the RAF who are attached to
Czechoslovak Bombing Wing No.311:

P/O John Gellner

[628890] FS Patrick Leo Hennigan, DFM
[628731] Sergeant Leo Joseph Judson
[520831] Sergeant Ernest James Linley Robb

PwnNPE

P/O Gellner is a Czechoslovak subject who, after escaping from his country to
Canada, joined the RCAF. He was sent to England as a Pilot Officer and at his own
request was attached to the Czechoslovak Air Force.

All the above-named have given great assistance in training Czechoslovak
telegraphists and navigators. They have already made a number of operational
bombing flights with a Czechoslovak personnel.

On 15 May 1941, Mr. Frederick Hudd (in the Canadian High Commission) wrote to the Under-
Secretary of State (Air Ministry) stating in part:

| have today received a cabled communication from the Canadian government
stating that the award by the Czechoslovak Government of this medal [Medal for
Valour] to Pilot Officer Gellner has been approved by the Minister of National
Defence for Air and by the Prime Minister.

NOTE: Awarded Member, Order of Canada (CM) as per Canada Gazette of 25 June 1983 as John
Gellner, CM, DFC, CD, DL, DMS with the following citation:

After escaping the Nazis in Czechoslovakia during the invasion, Mr. Gellner served
in the Royal Canadian Air Force during and after the Second World War. On his



retirement twenty-five years ago, he turned to editing political and defence
periodicals and introduced strategic studies at Toronto and York Universities.
Through his teaching and writing he has helped to make Canadians more aware of
the need for critical thought on strategic matters.

* %k 3k k %

GEMMEL, F/O John Leslie (J19036) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.78 Squadron - Award
effective 18 October 1945 as per London Gazette dated 26 October 1945 and AFRO 133/46
dated 8 February 1946. Born in Selkirk, Manitoba, 28 July 1920. Educated in Selkirk, Lakefield
College and Kelvin High School (Winnipeg, graduating 1939). Trained at No.2 ITS (graduated 14
September 1941), No.3 AOS (graduated 20 December 1941), No.2 BGS (graduated 31 January
1942), and No.1 ANS (graduated 5 March 1942). Flew two tours. Released from the RCAF, 9
June 1945, settling in Winnipeg. Postwar he articled with Miller MacDonald in Winnipeg,
receiving his Chartered Accountants degree in 1952. Worked in the oil industry in Calgary from
1952 to 1956, then from 1969 to 1985. He worked in Vancouver from 1956 to 1969, retiring
from Wintershall Canada in 1985. Died Vancouver, 20 February 2006. No citation other than
"completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] displayed
the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty." Public Records Office Air 2/9112 has
recommendation dated 5 May 1945 when he had flown 47 sorties. Total hours not stated; first
tour had been 26 sorties (no hours given); second tour had been 21 sorties (123 hours 55
minutes). The sortie list below is for the second tour only:

7 October 1944 - Cleve (4.29)

23 October 1944 - Essen (5.33)

29 October 1944 - Westkapelle (2.44)
30 October 1944 - Cologne (6.07)

31 October 1944 - Cologne (4.51)

4 November 1944 - Bochum (5.00)

16 November 1944 - Julich (4.21)

21 November 1944 - Sterkrade (5.56)
6 December 1944 - Osnabruck (6.16)
18 December 1944 - Duisburg (5.50)
26 December 1944 - St.Vith (5.56)

29 December 1944 - Coblenz (2.25, DNCO, hydraulics unserviceable)
2 January 1945 - Ludwigshaven (6.29)
28 January 1945 - Stuttgart (7.08)

2 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (5.23)
7 February 1945 - Goch (5.35)

13 February 1945 - Bohlen (8.15)



14 February 1945 - Chemnitz (7.13)
17 February 1945 - Wesel (5.09)

21 February 1945 - Worms (6.31)
23 February 1945 - Essen (4.46)

5 March 1945 - Chemnitz (8.00)

This officer has now completed his second operational tour consisting of 21
sorties, involving a total of 123 hours. His first tour consisted of 26 sorties.

His navigation has been of a very high order, even under the utmost difficulties,
and his coolness and skill have been an example to other Navigators. He has
taken part in attacks against some of the most heavily defended targets in
Germany and has never failed to show a fine offensive spirit.

For his good work throughout two tours of operations, and his devotion to duty,
this officer is most strongly recommended for the award of the Distinguished
Flying Cross.
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GENEREUX, Sergeant Arthur Joseph (R55177) - British Empire Medal - No.419 R and SU, AEF -
Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 132/45 dated 26
January 1945. Born in Deseronto, Ontario, 5 November 1916 (RCAF press release 4910
announcing award). Educated at Pointe Anne, Ontario. Home in Belleville or Point Anne,
Ontario. Enlisted at Quebec City, 5 April 1940 as Airframe Mechanic. To Technical Training
School, St. Thomas, 26 April 1940. Promoted AC1, 5 July 1940. To Trenton, 3 September 1940.
To No.6 Repair Depot, 31 October 1940. Promoted LAC, 1 December 1940. Promoted
Corporal, 1 July 1941. To “Y” Depot, 11 March 1942. To RAF overseas, 30 April 1942.
Promoted Sergeant, 1 July 1942. Repatriated 22 July 1945 and posted to Station Debert for
“Tiger Force” duties. To Release Centre, 3 September 1945. Released 20 September 1945. No
citation in Canadian sources. Public Records Office Air 2/8872 has recommendation.

This airman is in charge of a Repair and Salvage Party. He landed in Normandy
shortly after D Day in charge of the advance party. During the next 24 hours his
party cleared crashes from landing strips and roads, necessitating operations in
mined areas and under fire on a number of occasions. Sergeant Genereux
displayed initiative, intelligence and courage during this time. He has displayed
high qualities of leadership and has contributed much to the efficient operations
of a number of airfields on the continent.
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GENGE, Corporal Jean Ruth (W313300) - Mention in Despatches - Station Torbay - Award
effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January
1946. Maiden name was McCurdy. Born 1919 in Montreal but raised in Vancouver. Enlisted in
Vancouver, 16 July 1943 as Jean Ruth McTavish (Clerical Trade). To No.7 Manning Depot, 25
July 1943. To “H”, 3 September 1943. To Eastern Air Command, 4 October 1943. To
Newfoundland, 31 October 1943. Promoted LAW, 16 January 1944. Promoted Corporal, 1
September 1944. To Torbay, 26 June 1945. To “K”, 3 October 1945. Released 15 October
1945. Died in Victoria, 3 December 2006.

This non-commissioned officer has been employed on administrative duties and
has capably handled all correspondence and maintained records. As Secretary to
the Personnel Counsellor in Newfoundland, she showed extraordinary
faithfulness and competency, interested herself in reading and studying
counselling material and has instigated many Women's Division personnel to
visit the Personnel Counsellor. Her initiative, diligence and exceptional devotion
to duty are worthy of high praise.

* k 3k k %

GEORGE, F/O Charles Andrew (J86910) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.192 Squadron - Award
effective 5 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 20 July 1945 and AFRO 1619/45 dated 19
October 1945. Born 7 January 1922 in Winnipeg. Watch repairman. Enlisted in Winnipeg, 2
May 1941 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.33 SFTS (guard duty), 8 June 1941. To
No.4 ITS, 2 July 1941; promoted LAC, 8 August 1941; to No.5 EFTS on 8 August 1941; to No.7
SFTS, 25 September 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 19 December 1941. To “Y”
Depot, 20 December 1941. To RAF overseas, 7 January 1942. To No.6 AFU, 25 February 1942.
Attached to No.1516 Beam Approach Training Flight, 4-14 April 1942. To No.2 (Observer) AFU,
30 May 1942 as staff pilot. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 19 June 1942. Promoted W02, 19
December 1942. Promoted WO1, 19 June 1943. To No.24 OTU, 25 January 1944;
commissioned 25 January 1944. To No.1655 Mosquito Training Unit, 28 February 1944. To
No.192 Squadron, 30 April 1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 25 July 1944. Repatriated 19 May
1945. To No.5 Release Centre, Winnipeg, 27 May 1945. Released 29 June 1945. No citation
other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he
has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty". Public Records
Office Air 2/9081 dated 15 March 1945 when he had flown 49 1/2 sorties (179 hours 15
minutes), 31 May 1944 to 10 March 1945.

31 May 1944 - Paris area (3.25)



7 June 1944 - Paris area (4.15)

10 June 1944 - Paris/Aachen (4.35)

12 June 1944 - Gelsenkirchen/Aachen (3.15)

14 June 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (2.35)

23 June 1944 - Bremen (3.05)

24 June 1944 - Numar/Calais (3.10)

27 June 1944 - Virty le Francais (4.05)

28 June 1944 - Saarbrucken (3.40)

12 July 1944 - Dijon area (3.55)

15 July 1944 - Chalons-sur-Marne (2.10 - half sortie)
12 August 1944 - Brunswick (3.30)

9 September 1944 - Gladback (2.20)

23 September 1944 - Dutch coast (3.40)

9 October 1944 - Ruhr (3.20)

23 October 1944 - Karlsruhe/Munster (3.50)

8 November 1944 - Hanover (3.15)

10 November 1944 - Hanover (3.25)

11 November 1944 - Brunswick/Kassel area (3.40)
15 November 1944 - Brunswick/Frankfurt area (3.40)
20 November 1944 - Brunswick/Kassel area (3.35)
23 November 1944 - Eisenach/Hanover (3.45)

27 November 1944 - Osnabruck/Frankfurt (3.30)
29 November 1944 - Oldenburg/Frankfurt (3.30)
2 December 1944 - Osnabruck/Frankfurt (3.20)

4 December 1944 - Karlsruhe (4.30)

6 December 1944 - Leipzig (4.30)

22 December 1944 - Bingen/Koblenz (3.25)

23 December 1944 - Ruhr area (3.25)

27 December 1944 - Ruhr area (2.55)

29 December 1944 - Ruhr area (3.05)

3 February 1945 - Gladbach (3.10)

4 February 1945 - Antwerp/Almelo (3.55)

7 February 1945 - Ladbergen (3.15)

9 February 1945 - Antwerp/Amsterdam (3.05)

13 February 1945 - Leipzig (4.40)

14 February 1945 - Chemnitz (4.40)

19 February 1945 - Antwerp/Almelo (4.15)

21 February 1945 - Antwerp/Almelo (3.50)

23 February 1945 - Pforzeim (4.20)

27 February 1945 - Antwerp/Almelo (3.50)



1 January 1945 - Osnabruck/Frankfurt (3.00)

5 January 1945 - Hanover (3.25)

7 January 1945 - Munich (4.10)

13 January 1945 - Politz (3.30)

14 January 1945 - Merseburg (3.50)

21 January 1945 - Frankfurt/Hanover/ Kassel (3.10)

3 March 1945 - Kamen (3.10)

7 March 1945 - Harburg (4.20)

10 March 1945 - Hanover/Kassel (3.20)

This officer is pilot of a Mosquito aircraft and has taken part in attacks against
distant and heavily defended targets. Some of these have demanded
outstanding flying skill and spending considerable periods over cconcentrated
enemy defences.

He has at all times shown a cheerful keenness and determination as an
operational pilot which have contributed to the success of his sorties. He is
voluntarily extending his present tour to avoid breaking up the very fine team
which he and his navigator have proved themselves to be.

Notes: On repatriation form dated 26 April 1945 he stated he had flown 55 sorties (200 hours
40 minutes), the last on 4 April 1945, plus 1,296 hours 50 minutes non-operational. Types and
hours listed as Anson (994.10), Oxford (110,00), Whitley (18.30) and Mosquito (374.50).

On form in 1946 he gave his types and flying times as Tiger Moth (77.20), Anson (1,145.50),
Oxford (119.25), Whitley (20.05) and Mosquito (294.50).

Assessment dated 25 April 1945, No.192 Squadron, having flown 1,628 hours (197 in previous
six months). “An extremely keen operational pilot and a satisfactory and loyal officer.” (W/C
D.W. Donaldson). “This officer has a most likeable personality. Although he is far from being
an ‘old school type’, he is a good mixer. A reliable and steady pilot.” (G/C V. Willis).

Training: Interviewed in Winnipeg by F/O W.P. Graham. “Just fair type of applicant. Keen to
serve. Well recommended.”

Course at No.4 ITS was 3 July to 5 August 1941. Courses in Mathematics (61/100), Sanitation
and Hygiene (30/40), Law and Discipline (54/60), Armament, practical and oral (80/100), Drill
(60/100), and Signals (89/100). Graded 70 percent in Visual Link. Placed 87t in a class of 107.
“Former apprentice instrument maker. Youthful, appears timid, may be somewhat nervous.
Quite moderate activity in sports. One brother, Army. Father served last war.”



Course at No.5 EFTS was 8 August to 25 September 1941. Tiger Moth aircraft (31.25 dual, 30.00
solo). Logged 8.35 on instruments and ten hours in Link. “Average ability - inclined to be
careless”.Ground courses in Airmanship (134/200), Airframes (55/100), Aero Engines (64/100),
Signals, practical (59/100), Theory of Flight (53/100), Air Navigation (162/200), Armament, oral
(149/200), Qualities as Officer (110/200). Placed 50" in a class of 66. “Below average - slow to
learn but conscientious - weak on signals. Conduct very good.”

Course at No.7 SFTS was 25 September to 19 December 1941. Anson aircraft - 44.05 day dual,
35.50 day solo, 5.40 night dual, 9.00 night solo. Flew 18.00 on instruments; logged 20 hours in
Link. “A low average pilot, erratic in his flying. A slow thinker, displays very little initiative, May
develop into an average pilot with considerable more experience. Recommended to be
employed as a second pilot only until further experienced, or in single place aircraft where he is
not responsible for the safety of a trained crew,” Ground courses in Airmanship and
Maintenance (86/200 on first test, 119/200 on supplemental), Signals, written (42/50), Signals,
practical (65/100). Placed 57% in a class of 58. “Requires further Service experience to develop
ability and qualities of leadership.”

Course at No.1516 Beam Approach Training Flight was 4-13 April 1942. Oxford aircraft (10.20
day dual and 18.30 Beam Flying. Tested in Knowledge of Beam Procedure, Receiver Operation
Application, Instrument Flying, Cloud Flying and Link. Rated “Average” in all. “His instrument
flying improved considerably during the course but before being considered proficient he will
need more practice on approaches and to maintain his knowledge of procedure will need to
keep in regular contact with beam work.”

Course at No.24 OTU was 2 February to 28 February 1944. Whitley V aircraft (3.20 day dual to
first day solo, 7.35 total day dual, 7.10 day solo, 1.50 night dual to first night solo (total night
dual), 2.50 night solo. Spent 55 minutes on instruments and three hours in Link. “An
experienced AFU pilot of above the average ability. Has completed day and night conversion.”
Graded in the following flying tests - General Flying (330/400), Applied Flying (155/200),
Instrument Flying (200/250), Night Flying (70/100), Link (35/50). Ground courses in Airmanship
only (240/300).

Course Report from No.1655 Mosquito Training Unit stated his observer was a Warrant Officer
Rendell. Between 18 April and 28 April 1944 he had flown seven hours on day conversion (four
dual, three solo) and 1.30 on night conversion (55 minutes dual, 35 minutes solo). Had flown
4.30 on cross-country, concentrating on wind finding and DR (carried four bombs at 10,000
feet); on 22 April flew 3.40 on cross-country at 10,000 feet, over Base, using GEE and DR on
two targets. Same day did a long cross-country with 2,000-lb bomb load, simulating long
distance target outside GEE range. On 24 April 1944 did a similar long cross-country (3.00). On
27 April flew 3.10 at night. Other flying was 2.15 local - total hours on course was 28.30.

* k 3k k %

GEORGE, Sergeant Edwin Omer (R56103) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.426 Squadron -
Award effective 9 May 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1186/44 dated 2



June 1944, Born in Eganville, Ontario, 23 November 1913. Enlisted in Montreal, 22 June 1940.
To No.2 ITS, 30 June 1940. Promoted LAC, 17 August and posted that date to No.1 WS. To No.1
Manning Depot, 9 February 1941. To No.1 BGS, 17 March 1941; graduated and promoted
Sergeant, 14 April 1941. To Embarkation Depot, 25 April 1941. To RAF overseas, 29 May 1941.
Described as “OA”, 29 May 1942; reverts to AC1, 7 August 1942; regains LAC rank, 7 November
1942. Regains Sergeant rank, 2 April 1943. Commissioned 9 November 1943 (J86454).
Repatriated to Canada, 3 December 1944. Released 23 May 1945. Photo PL-33888 shows him
after investiture. PL-33890 shows him with P/O M.M. Werbiski.

This airman has taken part in several sorties and has displayed notable courage
and devotion to duty. On one occasion he was the mid-upper gunner of an
aircraft detailed to attack Berlin. In the very early stages of the flight, Sergeant
George slipped and fractured his leg. Although suffering acutely he stubbornly
refused to leave his post. Some time later heavy anti-aircraft [fire] was
encountered and the bomber was hit. In the pilot's subsequent maneouvering,
Sergeant George proved of great assistance by his skilful evading directions.
After the target had been bombed and enemy territory crossed, the crew were
forced to leave by parachute as the aircraft could no longer be flown. The rear
gunner was trapped in his turret but, in spite of his own sufferings, Sergeant
George secured an axe with which he hacked a way clear to release his comrade.
This airman displayed courage, fortitude and devotion to duty of a high order.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9220 has considerable documentation about this award. It
began with a letter (no date) rom Pilot Officer A.C. Davies to Group Captain N.B. Maycock,
British Air Attache in Sweden. Davies (who would later be awarded a DFC), wrote:

| would like to recommend my Mid-Upper Gunner for a decoration due to the
following circumstances:

On take-of the rear door blew open and he slipped getting out of his turret on
the way to close it. It took him about 15 minutes to reach the door and when |
asked him what the trouble was he said he had hurt his leg but not to worry as it
did not hurt too much. When his leg was X-rayed two days later, it was broken
and must have been very painful in the air, especially during the evasive action
when we were hit.

He has always been very cool and very good at his job. He is Sergeant E.O
George, R.56013.

On 15 January 1944, Pilot Officer Davies sent another report to Group Captain Maycock under
the heading, “Report on crash of Lancaster ‘W’ of No.426 (RCAF) Squadron in Sweden on 16t
December 1944.”



| have the honour to submit the following report on aircraft OW-V of No.426
Squadron, Linton-on-Ouse, detailed to bomb Berlin on December 16", 1943,

On take-off the rear door blew open due to faulty lock. Mid-Upper Gunner,
Sergeant E.O. George, slipped getting out of his turret on the way to close the
door and when | asked him what the trouble was he said he had hurt his leg but
not to worry as he was all right. | think he broke his leg then and not when he
bailed out.

The aircraft was caught in anti-aircraft defences north of Osnabruck. Evasive
action was taken but rear turret was hit and jammed for the rest of the flight.
The electric system also shorted and the rear gunner’s electric clothes rendered
useless.

The aircraft was caught in a small defence again just before last track markers
near Berlin and petrol was lost from the main port tank. Other tanks could not
be used as cocks could not be turned. Engineer [P/O R.F. Richards, RAF] figures
that there was enough petrol for an hour and a half to two hours flying. |
realized that we could not return to base so decided to stay on track until we
came to markers at the North German coast and then try to get to Sweden.

Just before reaching the above markers, observed aircraft crash approximately
ten miles to port. It seemed to have a bomb load by the size of the explosion.
Reaching the coast as the markers went down and turned towards Sweden.
Until then all four motors were kept going by the cross-balance petrol cock but
the port outer was spluttering and showering sparks behind so feathered it on
reaching the coast.

We had bombed early just behind the markers and caught up to coast markers
as they went down by using our height for speed and fuel economy.

On reaching Sweden, | ordered the crew to jump but the rear turret would not
open so the Mid-Upper Gunner went back with the axe to release the rear
gunner [Sergeant R.H. Ginson]. This took several minutes and | circled a small
town while it was being done and while the crew jumped.

The navigator [P/O L. Garriock] put three aircraft incendiaries on his table before
jumping but | could not find them and the aircraft began banking while | was
searching the floor which was a foot deep in torn maps so | abandoned the
search, righting the plane, blew up IFF and “Gee” and then jumped. The Bomb
Aimer [Flight Sergeant .T. Mundy] has smashed the bomb-sight wirh an axe after
leaving Berlin.



The Mid-Upper Gunner was the only injured member of the crew with his leg
broken.

On 19 January 1944, Group Captain Maycock wrote to Assistant Chief of Staff (Intelligence) at
Air Ministry:

Attached is a recommendation by Pilot Officer A.G. Davies (J.19015), captain of
aircraft “V” of No.426 Squadron, which crashed in Sweden on 16t December
1942, that the above-named member of his crew [Sergeant George] should be
considered for a decoration.

After apprehension by the Swedish authorities, Sergeant George was taken to
hospital where his leg was X-rayed and the fibula was found to be fractured
midway between the knee and ankle.

| have since seen Sergeant George, whose leg is now cut of plaster and he is able
to walk with the aid of a stick.

His action in closing the door and returning to his turret without mentioning his
accident and the evident pain he must have been suffering enabled the captain
to carry on to the target without hesitation.

After receiving preliminary hospital treatment, Sergeant George insisted on
remaining with his crew when proceeding to the Internment Camp by railway.

As | have no knowledge of his previous service, | cannot add a personal
recommendation but submit that this report should be sent to his Commanding
Officer for his consideration.

This became a recommendation drafted 12 April 1944 by the squadron Commanding Officer,
noting that George had flown five sorties (30 hours 30 minutes).

Sergeant George was the mid-upper air gunner in an aircraft detailed to attack
Berlin on the night of the 16" December 1943. Shortly after take-of the rear
door blew open and on leaving his turret to close it, this Non-Commissioned
Officer slipped and fractured his leg. Despite the intense pain he suffered he
stubbornly refused to leave his post and when the aircraft was caught in anti-
aircraft defences north of Osnabruck he directed the captain in skilful evasive
action which enabled the aircraft to continue and accomplish its objective. As
the aircraft had been badly damaged by flak, the crew were forced to bail out
over Sweden. The rear turret had been jammed and Sergeant George managed
to release the rear gunner by using an axe on the turret. This Non-
Commissioned Officer displayed commendable courage and devotion to duty
despite intense physical suffering and was largely responsible for the aircraft



reaching its objective. | therefore strongly recommend the award of the non-
immediate Distinguished Flying Medal.

The sortie list was as follows:

22 September 1943 - Hanover (6.00)

7 October 1943 - Stuttgart (7.55)

8 October 1943 - Hanover (5.25)

22 October 1943 - Kassel (6.50)

3 November 1943 - Dusseldorf (5.00)

16 December 1943 - Berlin (interned in Sweden)

The submission was duly supported by G/C C.L Annis, Officer Commanding, Station Linton-on-
Ouse (13 April 1944), by the Base Commander, A/C A.D. Ross (15 April 1944) and by the Air
Officer Commanding, No.6 Group (18 April 1944).
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GEORGE, FS Howard Webster (R92833) - British Empire Medal - No.8 Bombing and Gunnery
School - Award effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46
dated 25 January 1946. Born 17 February 1904 in Dresden, North Dakota. Member of COTC,
Edmonton, 1922 to 1925, cadet services officer, Calgary and Medicine Hat, 1928 to 1930, Home
in Medicine Hat where he was a high school teacher and vice-principal; enlisted in Calgary, 23
March 1941 as armourer. To No.1 Manning Depot on enlistment. To Air Armament School, 24
April 1941. Promoted AC1, 21 July 1941. To No.3 SFTS, 22 July 1941. To Air Armament School
(again), 8 October 1941 for Senior Armament Instructor course where he was described as “an
outstanding pupil and will make an excellent instructor”. Promoted LAC, 21 October 1941.
Promoted Corporal, 20 December 1941 on completionn of SAl course. To No.8 BGS, 29
December 1941. Promoted Sergeant, 1 January 1942. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 October
1942. To No.3 BGS, 16 December 1944. To No.3 SFTS, 18 February 1945. To No.2 Air
Command, 31 May 1945. To Release Centre, 27 August 1945. Released 21 September 1945.
Died in Trail, British Columbia, 9 July 1978 as per British Columbia Vital Statistics.

This non-commissioned officer has carried out his duties as supervisor of ground
instruction in an exemplary manner. The results of his work have repeatedly
received high commendation from the Armament Visiting Flight. Through his
efforts, the calibre of instruction has been maintained at a superior level. His
enthusiasm and knowledge have consistently inspired other to make greater
efforts.

Notes: At Air Armament School, flew 17 hours five minutes, 24 October ti 20 December 1941.

Selected Assessments: “Sergeant George is an outstanding senior armament instructor. He has
an excellent education, and has teaching experience from 1927 to 1941. He has handled a large



staff of teachers in the Collegiate in Medicine Hat, Alberta. During his training in the RCAF he
completed his armourers course first out of a class of 42. He completed his SAI (Senior
Armament Instructor) standing first ion a class of 42. It is natural that he should possess
outstanding ability as an instructor and a lecturer in the GIS at this School. It is extremely
unfortunate that he is afflicted with Dermatitis, which detrimentally affects his appearance. His
social undertakings are of a high standard, and there is no hesitancy in recommending him for a
commission as an Armament Officer.” (G/C W.A. Johns, No.8 BGS, 23 August 1942).

“This NCO has charge of progress examinations and is doing a very good job.” (F/L K.K. Smith,
No.8 BGS, 26 May 1943)

“A keen, conscientious Instructor who has worked hard while here. He showed a particular
interest in bombing subjects and has a fair knowledge of modern armament equipment.” (F/O
A. Hamilton, Instructors Course, Air Armament School, Mountain View, 6 March 1944)

“The Assessing Officers of the Armament Visiting Flight wish to commend the above-mentioned
NCO for the exceptionably valuable services which he is rendering at this unit [No.8 BGS] as
supervisor of the classroom instruction. This NCO possesses unusually high qualifications as an
educationalist in civilian life, and most appropriate use has been made of his talents at thus
Unit. Itis considered that the armament instructors of this School have benefited greatly as a
result of Flight Sergeant George’s efforts; the standard of classroom instruction observed by the
Assessing Officers provides ample proof of the effectiveness of this NCO’s supervision of
instruction.” (F/L W.H.M. Waddell, Armament Visiting Flight, Mountain View, 9 October 1944).

“This Senior Armament Instructor has performed an exceptionally valuable service at this Unit
in the capacity of NCO in charge classroom instruction. It is considered that he s one of the
most highly qualified Armament Instructors in the RCAF. He obtained first place in his
Armourer’s and S.A.l. courses, and on the Instructor’s Course at Rockcliffe, Ontario. He has
also be recommended for a commission. The Assessing Officers wish to pay a tribute to this
man both for his exceptional ability and for the fine work which he is doing at this Unit. With
slight improvement in his trade proficiency he could be recategorized as A-1.” (F/L W.H,M
Waddell and F/O G.C. Johnston, 10 October 1944).
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GERMAN, Sergeant (now P/0) Harold Wallace (R56853/J10730) - Air Force Medal - No.7 SFTS -
Award effective 1 January 1943 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 55/43 dated 15
January 1943. Born in Altona, Manitoba, 17 June 1921. Home in Pilot Mound, Manitoba.
Prewar he helped his father running CPR station. Enlisted in Winnipeg, 13 April 1940. To No.1
Manning Depot, Toronto on that date. To No.1 ITS, Toronto, 29 April 1940. Promoted LAC on
24 May 1940. Posted on 23 May 1940 to Windsor, Ontario for flying instruction with Border
Cities Aero Club (graduated 21 July 1940). To No.2 SFTS, 4 August 1940. Graduation as
Sergeant, 18 November 1940. To No.1 ANS, 23 November 1940. To No.7 SFTS, 29 January
1941. A curious incident happened on 26 March 1941 when he drove a car in a dangerous



manner and was duly convicted in Macleod court, 31 March 1941. He was fined $ 20.00 and
costs. The judgement also read, “Further ordered that said Harold Wallace German be and he
is hereby prohibited from operating a motor vehicle (other than air-craft) anywhere in Canada
for a period of two months from the date hereof.” Commissioned 15 March 1942. To “Y”
Depot, Halifax, 15 November 1942. To RAF Trainee Pool, 11 December 1942. Disembarked in
Britain, 18 December 1942 and assigned to No.3 PRC, Bournemouth. To No.15 (P) AFU, 9
February 1943. To No.23 OTU, 4 May 1943. To N0.1659 HCU, 24 July 1943. To No.434
Squadron, 17 August 1943. Missing, 3 October 1943 (No.434 Squadron, Halifax Hal LK638).

This NCO has performed his duties as Navigation Instructor both in the air and as
a lecturer in Ground Instruction School in an exemplary, whole-hearted and
meritorious manner. He has shown exceptional keenness in his work and has
constantly given instruction after normal working hours to improve the standing
of his classes with most satisfactory results. He is possessed of a pleasing
personality and his general relationship with all personnel has been of the
highest standard. He has 650 flying hours.

Training:

ITS training (29 April to 23 May 1940) involved courses in Mathematics (82/100), Armament,
Practical and Oral (69/100), Visual Link Trainer (no marks - not taken ?), Drill (no marks shown)
and Law and Discipline (77/100).

Border Cities Aero Club was No.3 Course, 27 May to 22 July 1940. Flew Tiger Moths (25 hours
dual, 25 solo, no Link time). Described by E.C. Yasser (CFl) as “Careful pilot, obeyed instructions
to the letter.” Ground training in Airmanship (131/200), Airframes (105/200), Aero Engines
(166/200), Signals, Practical (Pass), Theory of Flight (57/100), and Air Navigation (101/200).
Placed 20™ in a class of 29. Described as “Appeared to have average ability. Tried very hard.
Conduct very good.”

At No.2 SFTS, Intermediate Course, 5 August to 30 September 1940, he flew Harvards (37.25
day dual, 24.30 day solo, 1.05 night dual, 1.45 night solo). Link was 30 hours ! Ground training
courses were Airmanship (129/200), Armament, W (47/100), Armament, P (55/100), Air
Navigation (54/200) and Signals (47/50). Described as a poor student who tried hard but did
not get results and needed constant supervision.

At No.2 SFTS, Advanced Training, 30 September to 15 November 1940, he flew 12.15 day dual,
48.05 day solo, 1.50 night dual and 1.25 night solo. Marked in navigation (185/200),
Reconnaissance and Photography (87/100), Armament (131.200). “Qualities as Officer or NCO”
grade was 167/300 but “Qualities as a Pilot” grade was 189/300. Generally deemed an average
pilot, “Intelligent - quick to learn - poor appearance - not officer type” .

Took Short Navigation Course at Rivers, 26 November 1940 to 20 January 1941. This consisted
of flying on Ansons (22.45 by day and 2.55 by night, all as navigator. Ground courses consisted



of DR Navigation (225/450), Magnetism and Compasses (178/200), DF and WT (74/100),
Instruments (66/100), Mathematics (113/150), Maps and Charts (81/150), Meteorology
(80/200) and Reconnaissance (70/100). Described as “Below average. Failed in instruments
and meteorology and obtained 50 % in DR Navigation.” The CFl wrote, “Unsuited for
instruction either in the air or on the ground” (a curious assessment given his subsequent
record).

At No.23 OTU course was 4 May to 15 July 1943. Flying was on Wellington Ill and Wellington X
aircraft - four hours day dual to first day solo, a total of 14.25 day dual and 26.40 day solo; two
hours 50 minutes night dual to first night solo, total 9.05 nigh dual and 32.55 night solo. Also
8.25 as passenger. Flew two hours 40 minutes in formation, and 16.20 on instruments. Also
logged 15.30 in Link. In the course he completed six day cross-country exercises and four by
night (average height, 5,600 feet), one daylight war load climb, one night war load climb, one
Bullseye exercise, one daylight fighter affiliation. Dropped 46 bombs by day and 30 by night
(average error was 200 yards by day and 211 by night). Completed 13 I.R. Photography
exercises. Ground courses and marks were as follows: Airmanship (201/300), Armament
(216/300), Meteorology (60/100), Navigation (170/200) and Signals (83/100). Flying Tests and
results were in General Flying (350/400), Applied Flying (160/200), Instrument Flying (220/250),
Night Flying (80/100) and Link (35/50). W/C F.W.S. Turner wrote:

This pilot had considerable experience before coming to this unit. He became an
excellent Wellington pilot and an exemplary captain. Very keen and worked
hard throughout the course. Much above average in every way.

Assessed at No.1659 Conversion Unit on 6 September 1943. General remarks on crew as
follows:

Time on course: 42.00. Average (6). A good and steady pilot with an average
crew. With experience this crew should do well.

Assessments and Recommendation:

Assessed on 11 August 1941 while at No.7 SFTS (Navigation Instructor). Under heading of
“Character and Trade Proficiency” he was described as “Character good. Category Short Nav.”
In “Flying Ability” described as “Very sound and safe pilot.” Under “Administrative Ability” he
was “Very good, efficient organiser and has initiative.” Under “Remarks of Unit Commander”
he was described as follows:

Has shown marked improvement in ability as a Navigation Instructor bot in the
air and on the ground as a Lecturer. | now consider him to be a sound and
reliable instructor who has obtained good results from his pupils. He has
initiative and is a sound organizer and in my opinion should make an efficient
navigation officers.



Recommended for AFM on 14 February 1942 by the Senior Navigation Instructor at No.7 SFTS
(text the same as given in citation). It was endorsed by the Commanding Officer, No.7 SFTS the
same day as follows:

An excellent Navigation Instructor who has consistently been complimented by
students he has trained. He has served as a Navigation Instructor since January
29, 1941. Itis very strongly recommended that his long and meritorious service
be recognized by the above award.

On 17 February 1942 the Air Officer Commanding, No.4 Training Command wrote, “Concur”.
The next comment (undated) is that of Air Marshal Breadner who writes, “A very good NCO
who has proved his worth in a dual capacity. | recommend the award of the Air Force Medal.”

On 11 September 1942, S/L D. Gordon, No.7 SFTS, wrote of him, “A high average navigation
instructor. Knows his work and does it well.”

On 29 October 1942, F/L E.H.M. Laidlaw wrote of P/O German:

Formerly an NCO pilot, this officer has always carried out all duties
conscientiously and cooperatively. He has proved to be a very good type of
officer and promotion is urgently recommended.

Circumstances of Death: His aircraft is described in initial reports as DK261. Crew consisted of
J10730 F/O H.W. German (pilot, killed), R.147399 Sergeant F.G. Babington (navigator, POW),
116782 F/L G.T. Berg (bomb aimer, killed), 1175843 Sergeant C.W. Dorey (WOP/AG, POW),
624372 Sergeant R.W. Eaton (mid-upper gunner, POW), Can 14035A Sergeant E.V. Davidson
(rear gunner, killed), and R62718 Sergeant W.O. Todd (flight engineer, POW). Babington
reported he was the first to bale out; Davidson acknowledged the bale out order but was killed.
Todd reported he was blown out of aircraft, which seems to have exploded in the air; German
believed to have left controls but trapped by centrifugal forces of spin.

The website “Lost Bombers” provides the following: Halifax LK638, No.434 Squadron (IP-V),
target Kassel, 3/4 October 1943. Airborne at 1851 hours, 3 October 1943 from Tholthorpe.
Exploded in the air and crashed at Grossen-Heidorn, 3 km NW of Wunstorf. Crew were F/O
H.W.Germain, AFM, RCAF (killed), Sergeant W.0.Todd, RCAF (POW), Sergeant F.G.Babington,
RCAF (POW), F/L G.T.Berg, RCAF (killed), Sergeant C.W.Dorey (POW), Sergeant R.W.Eaton
(injured), Sergeant E.V.Davidson, RCAF (killed).

RCAF Press Release dated 6 September 1943 from F/L T.C. McCall, No.6 Group, reads as follows;
note error as to “Distinguished Flying Medal” rather than “Air Force Medal”.

Flying Officer Hal German will never forget his first trip as skipper of “O for
Orange” which took place during the raid on Muchen-Gladbach when aircraft of



the R.C.A.F. Bomber Group helped their mates of the R.A.F. thoroughly prang the
school for anti-aircraft gunners, among other objectives.

The 22-year-old pilot who was awarded the Distinguished Flying Medal recently
by His Majesty the King had a series of experiences which make Hairbreadth
Harry’s adventures read like a gardening manual. The gong came as a result of
more than two years work as an instructor at the Macleod, Alberta, S.F.T.S.
“Macleod was never like this,” observes F/O German, whose home is in Pilot
Mound, Manitoba.

It was the first operational trip for the entire crew which included Sergeant Fred
Babington, 28 (552 Rosedale Avenue, Winnipeg) as navigator; Sergeant Vincent
MacDonald, 20 (Meota, Sask.) as bomb-aimer; P/O David Scott, 20 (Pt. Colborne,
Ontario), tail-gunner. German had previously made two strips as “second
Dickey” before being put in charge of a kite for the Muchen-Gladbach raid.

On the way in to bomb the target, the rear-gunner reported his turret
unserviceable, German relates, but the target was bombed successfully and “O
for Orange” started back to base. “Near Antwerp we were attacked by a Ju88,”
says the skipper. “He came at us from the port bow and raked the kite with
cannon and machine-gun fire, knocking out the port aileron, port elevator and
holing our numbers five and six petrol tanks. As he went past his kite was caught
in our slipstream and the tail-gunner told me he had a ‘sitter’ but couldn’t bring
his guns to bear. “Apparently he figured he had us for sure since his fire wasn’t
returned. Then he must have decided to make certain; anyway ....I'm sure it was
the same aircraft .... We were attacked again nine minutes later. This time he
came in from the port quarter above. The first indication any of us had of the
attack was when the bullets began to hit. He raked the fuselage from port to
starboard, knocking out the intercom, the engineer’s panel, the oxygen aft of the
engineer, the mid-upper turret and hitting our ammunition tanks. We were at
19000 feet at the time.”

With the intercom out of commission, German sent the bomb-aimer, Sergeant
MacDonald back to see if the two gunners were safe, but was not aware until
later that the oxygen supply had been cut off. He set a course for the nearest
British aerodrome and arrived over it approximately 90 minutes later, only to
find that the undercarriage hydraulics had been knocked out and it was
necessary to use emergency methods to get the wheels down. “After we landed,
| started to leave the kite and noticed a big red stain on Sergeant Jim Geddes’
sweater; he was the Flight Engineer and had been working away all the time. |
asked him what had happened and he said that he guessed he’d been hit during
the second attack. It was my first intimation that anyone had been hurt and |
called the control tower for an ambulance. As soon as it arrived, he went out
like a light.” The Flight Engineer, a 20-year-old Scotsman from Galashiels, had



been wounded twice in the abdomen from machine gun bullets and is now in
hospital with a good chance for recovery.

Examination of the plane showed it to be a complete write-off. What
particularly impressed the skipper was a hole in the back of the pilot’s armor-
protected headrest bigger than a goose-egg, apparently put there during the
second attack. “That one really shook me,” he said. Members of the Bluenose
Squadron commanded by W/C C.E. Harris of Annapolis Royal, N.S. are loud in
their praise of the feat performed by German in bringing home his mangled
aircraft. The skipper himself admits that flying a Halifax over Germany is “quite a
different proposition” than stooging over the Southern Alberta foothills in an
Anson.
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GERMAN, F/L John Edward (C8992) - Mention in Despatches - No0.433 Squadron (AFRO gives
unit only as "Overseas") - Award effective 14 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and
AFRO 1395/45 dated 31 August 1945. DHist file 181.009 D.2619 (RG.24 Vol.20628) has
recommendation forwarded to No.6 Group HQ, 31 January 1945. Enlisted in Toronto, 29
November 1941 in Administrative Branch and commissioned as Flying Officer that date.
Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 16 April 1943. As of recommendation he had served 14 months in
Canada, 25 months overseas. He had been sent to “Y” Depot, Halifax, 29 December 1942 and
was reported overseas as of 25 January 1943. Repatriated 3 December 1945. Released 12
January 1946. Also recommended for MBE, 22 May 1945 (not granted). RCAF photo PL-22703
(ex UK-7559 dated January 1944) shows him as new adjutant; described as “formerly camp
commandant at No.6 Group Headquarters. RCAF photo PL-40647 (ex UK-17388 dated 13
December 1944) is captioned as follows: “With over two years service overseas, F/L J.E.
German, Toronto, has been ‘Daddy’ to the Porcupine Squadron of the RCAF Bomber Group for
over a year. Here he is shown at his desk where he looks after the troubles and acts as ‘Father
Confessor’ to the squadron.”

Flight Lieutenant German assumed the duties of Adjutant, 433 Squadron, in
January 1944 shortly after its formation and just prior to the squadron becoming
operational. Through ability, hard work and long hours, this officer had the
administrative section of the squadron in order and functioning as such by the
date the squadron was placed operational. This high standard of efficiency has
been maintained by Flight Lieutenant German and is a credit to the Royal
Canadian Air Force. In addition to his normal duties this officer has kept himself
available to render valuable assistance to the squadron at all hours of the day
and night for duties in excess of those required of a Squadron Adjutant.
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GERRARD, F/O George Edward Dudman (J13802) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.12 Squadron
- Award effective 30 November 1943 as per London Gazette dated 7 December 1943 and AFRO
166/44 dated 28 January 1944. Born 15 June 1921. Enlisted in Winnipeg, 12 January 1942.
Posted to No.2 Manning Depot, Brandon, 3 February 1922. To Calgary, 10 April 1942. To No.4
ITS, Edmonton, 9 May 1942. Promoted LAC, 3 July 1942. Posted to No.3 BGS, 18 July 1942;
graduated 28 August 1942 and promoted to Sergeant, subsequently being commissioned with
effect from that date. To “Y” Depot, Halifax, 29 August 1942; to RAF overseas, 22 October
1942; repatriated 19 December 1944; released 17 March 1945. In the crew of F/L Benjamin
Edward McLaughlin, DFC; moved from No.12 Squadron to No.626 Squadron, 7/8 November
1943 and completed their tour with the following sorties - 10/11 November 1943, Modane;
12/13 November 1943, Berlin; 18/19 November 1943, Berlin; 22/23 November 1943, Berlin;
26/27 November 1943, Berlin; 2/3 December 1943, Berlin; 16/17 December 1943, Berlin; 23/24
December 1943, Berlin. No citation other than "completed...many successful operations against
the enemy in which [he has] displayed high skill, fortitude and devotion to duty."
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GERRIE, P/O Gordon Charles (J93592) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.415 Squadron - Award
effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 25 September 1945 and AFRO
1768/45 dated 23 November 1945. Born in Hamilton, 5 March 1922; enlisted there 28 August
1942 in wireless groundcrew trade. To No.4 WS, 15 January 1943. Remustered to aircrew and
posted to No. 3 ITS, 3 April 1943. Promoted LAC, 11 June 1943 but not posted until 26 June
1943 when he was posted to No.1 BGS; to No.4 AOS, 4 October 1943. Promoted Sergeant, 17
November 1943. To “Y” Depot, Halifax, 1 December 1943; posted overseas as of 25 February
1944. Commissioned 18 December 1944. Repatriated 23 April 1945. Released 11 June 1945.
Died in Hamilton, 26 December 2000. No citation other than "completed...numerous
operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost
fortitude, courage and devotion to duty." DHist file 181.009 D.2618 (RG.24 Vol.20627) has
recommendation dated 16 April 1945 when he had flown 35 sorties (219 hours 25 minutes), 14
October 1944 to 15 March 1945.

This officer has taken part in a large number of operational sorties on such
heavily defended targets as Munster, Cologne and Essen. He has invariably
displayed a high degree of skill, courage and resolution, qualities which have on
more than one occasion enabled him to complete his mission in the face of
heavy odds.

The high degree of air bombing attained by this squadron is a reflection on the
ability and example of Pilot Officer Gerrie who has never spared himself in his
endeavours to create a high morale among his fellow air bombers...

The sortie list was as follows:

14 October 1944 - Duisburg (5.35)



23 October 1944 - Essen (6.20)

25 October 1944 - Hamburg (5.15)

28 October 1944 - Cologne (5.45)

2 November 1944 - Dusseldorf (5.20)
4 November 1944 - Bochum (5.20)

6 November 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (4.45)
21 November 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (7.15)
27 November 1944 - Neuss (5.40)

30 November 1944 - Duisburg (6.20)

5 December 1944 - Soest (6.45)

6 December 1944 - Osnbruck (6.00)
17 December 1944 - Duisburg (6.30)
24 December 1944 - Dusseldorf (4.25)
28 December 1944 - Opladen (5.50)
30 December 1944 - Cologne (6.15)
13 January 1945 - Saarbrucken (7.00)
14 January 1945 - Osnabruck (6.25)

16 January 1945 - Magdeburg (6.55)
28 January 1945 - Stuttgart (7.15)

1 February 1945 - Mainz (6.35)

2 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (6.15)
4 February 1945 - Osterfeld-Bonn (5.55)
9 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (6.10)
13 February 1945 - Bohlen (8.30)

17 February 1945 - Wesel (5.50)

2 March 1945 - Cologne (5.50)

5 March 1945 - Chemnitz (9.10)

7 March 1945 - Hemmingstedt (6.00)
8 March 1945 - Hamburg (6.05)

11 March 1945 - Essen (5.35)

12 March 1945 - Dortmund (6.35)

13 March 1945 - Wuppertal (6.40)

14 March 1945 - Zweibrucken (6.40)
15 March 1945 - Castrop Rauxel (6.20)
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GIBB, FS Alec Paddon (R122162) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.224 Squadron - Award
effective 9 December 1943 as per London Gazette dated 24 December 1943 and AFRO 297/43
dated 11 February 1944. Born in Dinsmore, Saskatchewan, 3 January 1923. Educated Dinsmore
Public School, Maple Grove Public School, Point Grey Junior High School and Magee High School.
Member of No.1601 Air Force Cadet Wing, Vancouver, January 1939 to August 1941 (Cadet Flight
Sergeant). Enlisted in Vancouver, 7 August 1941. To No.1 Manning Depot, Toronto, 30 August
1941. To No.1 SFTS, Camp Borden (guard), 11 October 1941. To No.1 ITS, Toronto, 24 November
1941; promoted LAC, 22 January 1942; to No.7 AOS, Portage la Prairie, 14 February 1942; to No.



3 BGS, Macdonald, 21 June 1942; to No.1 CNS 16 August 1942; promoted Sergeant 21 September
1942; to No.1 GRS, Summerside, 24 October 1942. To No.111 OTU, Nassau, 29 December 1943.
Proceeded to UK in Liberator BZ767, 25 May to 1 June 1943 via Goose Bay and Reykjavik. To No.1
(Coastal) OTU, 22 June 1943. To No.224 Squadron, 27 July 1943. Commissioned 16 November
1943; promoted Flying Officer on 16 May 1944. To No.131 OTU, 2 January 1945. Repatriated to
Canada 9 July 1945. To No.6 OTU, 25 October 1945; to Station Patricia Bay, 16 January 1946; to
No.9 (Transport) Group, 27 January 1946; to No.168 (Heavy Transport) Squadron, 29 January
1946; to No.124 Squadron, 31 March 1946; to No.8 Release Centre, 11 May 1946; released 22
May 1946. Commissioned in RCAF Auxiliary, 3 August 1956 (50212) in Flying Control Branch,
serving with No.2455 Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron, Victoria; released 1 February 1961.
Died in Richmond, British Columbia, 29 May 1991 as per Legion Magazine of September 1991.
Cited with FS M.N. Werbiski (RCAF) and F/O H. Sutherland (RAF, trained in Canada). Incident
occurred on 21 November 1943 when He.177s tried to attack convoys SL-139 and MKS-30 using
radio-controlled glider bombs. See photo PL-26999 (ex UK-7375 dated 19 January 1944) showing
(left to right) P/O A/B. Gibb (Vancouver), F/O J.M. Ketcheson (Trenton), FS E.E. Davison
(Beachburg, Ontario), FS W.P. Foster (Guelph), FS D.H. Griese Beachburg) and FS M.N. Werbiski
(Borketon, Manitoba), with squadron mascot, “Dinty”. See photo PL-28002 (FS Werbiski and P/O
A.P. Gibb). RCAF photo PL-28003 (ex UK-7379 dated 19 January 1944) shows F/O K.O Moore and
P/O A.P. Gibb, DFM. Photo PL-40035 (ex UK-15874 dated 14 October 1944) taken in castle that
served as squadron headquarters; on left is F/O A.P. Gibb, DFM; on right is F/O K.O. Moore, with
ancient battle axes.

Flying Officer Sutherland, Flight Sergeant Gibb and Flight Sergeant Werbiski were
pilot, observer and front gunner, respectively, of a Liberator aircraft detailed to
escort a convoy recently. During the passage five or six enemy aircraft appeared
over the convoy and attempted a bombing attack. Disregarding the heavy anti-
aircraft fire which was being directed at the enemy formation from the guns of
the convoy, Flying Officer Sutherland flew in and engaged the attackers. He
manoeuvered to the rear and above one of the enemy bombers and thus
enabled Flight Sergeant Werbiski to deliver a burst of fire which hit the enemy
aircraft, setting its starboard engines on fire. After jettisoning its bombs the
aircraft dived away and was not seen again. Flying Officer Sutherland then
attacked a second bomber. Once again his skilful manoeuvering enabled his
gunners to deliver telling bursts of fire, which caused the enemy aircraft to break
away with large quantities of black smoke pouring from its starboard engines.
With complete disregard of the anti-aircraft fire, which was bursting all around,
Flying Officer Sutherland attacked a third and then a fourth enemy aircraft,
driving them off and forcing them to terminate the engagement. In this very
determined action, Flying Officer Sutherland displayed exceptional skill, courage
and determination, and was well supported by Flight Sergeants Gibb and
Werbiski, whose excellent co-operation, good shooting and tenacity set a very
fine example.

Notes: Application for Operational Wing dated 23 December 1944 stated he had flown 49



sorties (531 operational hours), 29 July 1943 to end of 1944 (also 430 non-operational hours).

Repatriation form dated 3 July 1945 claimed 50 sorties (531 hours) and 297 non-operational
hours. Last sortie had been 29 November 1944. Types experienced were Liberator (684 hours),
Catalina (70) and Mitchell (74).

On 5 November 1945, at No.6 OTU, Comox, he gave another list of types and hours - Anson
(162.30), Mitchell (74.00), Liberator (641.30), Wellington (6.00), Catalina (69.00) and Battle
(9.20).

Postwar Assessment - “Flying Officer Gibb is an excellent controller with a thorough knowledge
of his trade. As an intercept controller he has shown confidence and good judgement at all
times. He has been of great assistance to the Squadron as a lecturer in meteorology and
navigation. He has been an active member of the mess and has carried out his duties on the
mess committee energetically and efficiently. He consistently supports the Squadron on all
extra parades and social activities and at all times promotes harmony and good will. Dress and
deportment excellent.” (F/L M.B. MacLean, No.2455 Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron,
Auxiliary, 7November 1960).

Training: Interviewed in Vancouver, 14 June 1941 - “Serious, quiet, keen, anxious for aircrew;
recommend pilot.”

Course at No.1 ITS was 24 November 1941 to 22 January 1942. Courses in Mathematics
(120/150), Air Engineering, Theory of Flight (89/100), Armament , practical and oral (83/100),
Signals (148/150), Aircraft Recognition (95/100), Navigation (123/200), Drill (90/100) and Law
and Discipline (80/100). Placed 16%™ in a class of 30. “Conscientious, immature type. Is sincere
in efforts to make the grade. Supplemental in Navigation 154. Navigation Supplemental
written due to time lost on Christmas holidays. This subject was completed for the first time on
this course and there was a shortage of instructors and equipment.”

Course at No.7 AOS was 16 March to 21 June 1942. Anson aircraft - 25.02 as first navigator by
day, 25.53 as second navigator by day, 10.20 as first navigator by night, 7.10 as second
navigator by night; 7.45 in bombing. Graded 342/500 as Navigator, 69/100 as Bomb Aimer.
“Average ability, inclined to make careless mistakes.” Under Armament, “Only six bombs
dropped on application exercise because this airman was in hospital. Two excellent grouping
exercise, third spoiled by bumpy weather.” Ground Work assessed as follows - DR Plotting
(110/150), DR/DF/WT written (105/200), Compasses and Instruments (99/150), Signals
(95/100), Bombing (70/100), Maps and Charts (67/100), Meteorology (80/100), Photography
(69/100) and Reconnaissance (85/100). “Fast but makes careless errors. Needs checking.”
Placed 14t in a class of 23. “Average appearance, classroom attitude not the best. Seems
quite keen on the course but is a little insolent at times.”

Course at No.3 BGS was 22 June to 1 August 1942. Bombing training on Ansons (14.05 day,
5.30 night) and Battles (1.30 day); Gunnery training on Battles (9.20 day). Dropped 65 bombs



high level and 18 low level. Scored five percent hits in Beam Test, 6.5 percent hits in Beam
Relative Speed Test, two percent hits in Under Tail Test. Examined in Bombing, written
(90/150), Bombing, practical (103/150), Gunnery, written (67/100) and Gunnery, practical
(78/100). Placed 15™ in a class of 25. “Young, keen, clean-cut type; knows work; assured.”

Advanced Air Observer course at No.1 ANS was 17 August to 21 September 1942. Anson
aircraft - 6.20 as first navigator by day, 7.00 as second navigator by day, 11.35 as first navigator
by night, 10.30 as second navigator by night. Graded 194/250 in Proficiency as Navigator.
“Works hard in air and gets results but could be a little neater.” Ground training in Astro
Navigation Plotting (100/150) and Astro Navigation Written (81/100). “Good in class work,
wants to know the whys of everything. Young, keen, observant.” Placed eighth in a class of 24.

Course at No.1 GRS was 9 November to 5 December 1942. Anson aircraft - 16 hours 40 minutes
on Navigation. “With very little practice should become a very good GR navigator.” Ground
courses in DR Navigation (150/200), Reconnaissance (145/200), Coding (82/100), Ship
Recognition (160/200), and Visual Signals (Pass). “An above average pupil. Quiet, hard working
and keen. Will make a very good GR navigator.” Placed second in a class of 23.

* %k k %k %

GIBB, F/O David Gordon (C7968) - Mention in Despatches - No.612 Squadron - Award effective
1 January 1943 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 232/43 dated 12 February 1943.
Born 3 February 1922 in Westmount. Served in McGill University COTC, 1939-1940. Enlisted in
Montreal, 7 April 1941 as Radio Mechanic; at Station Yarmouth, 1 May to 30 May 1941; training
at University of New Brunswick, 31 May to 29 September 1941 (commissioned as Radar Officer,
6 September 1941). Posted to “Y” Depot, Halifax, 30 September 1941; RAF overseas, 2 October
1941, being taken on strength at No.3 Personnel Reception Centre, Bournemouth, 3 October
1941. To No.612 Squadron, 31 January 1942. Taken on strength of No.235 Wing, date
uncertain and then to No.454 Squadron; left Britain for Mediterranean, 16 January 1943 with
No.454 Squadron; to No.21 Personnel Transit Centre, 14 April 1943; to No.38 Squadron, 12
December 1943, serving with that unit until 28 March 1944; to Aden, 22 April 1944; to No.244
Squadron, Persian Gulf, 15 May 1944, serving with that squadron to 25 December 1944; to
Britain, 7 January 1945. Repatriated to Canada, 17 February 1945. Released 30 June 1945.

Although there is no citation available, the following assessments are of interest:

A good officer with a pleasant personality. An enthusiastic worker who was
always keen hand on his knowledge to the air crews. (No.612 Squadron, 14
March 1943)

A most capable, efficient Radar officer who has carried out a number of radar
modifications on the squadron which had earned the approval of higher
authority. He had tact, lots o common sense and was loyal..
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GIBB, W/C Robert Fred (C950) - Air Force Cross - No.7 Bombing and Gunnery School - Award
effective 1 January 1943 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 55/43 dated 15 January
1943. Born in Hamilton, Ontario, 3 February 1907; enlisted in the RCAF 14 September 1925.
Later trained as an airman pilot, commissioned in RCAF 1 February 1939. Attained rank of Wing
Commander on 15 June 1941. Posted to No.7 BGS, 4 September 1941; to No.3 BGS, 29 January
1943. Promoted Group Captain on 1 May 1943. Posted overseas, 11 May 1944; repatriated 8
November 1945; to No.9 (Transport) Group, 5 January 1946. Remained in post-war RCAF,
serving chiefly in Air Transport Command Headquarters. Retired 12 February 1954.

By this officer's untiring energy and devotion to duty he has set a splendid
example to all ranks under him and is deserving of the highest praise. Itis due to
this officer's unbounded enthusiasm that every course has been turned out on
time at this school. he has flown 377 hours during the past year, all of which
have been on training flights.

* %k k k% %

GIBBENS, F/L William Moore (C3552) - Mention in Despatches - Headquarters, Mediterranean
Allied Air Forces - Award effective 8 June 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO
1729/44 dated 11 August 1944. Signals officer. Born in Beckenham, England, 26 February
1896; educated there. A trained radio operator before the war, he served in the British Army in
signals work (France and Egypt). Joined Canadian Pacific Telegraphs in 1926 and became a
Canadian Press Telegraph Operator in October 1928. Enlisted in Toronto 11 December 1940
and commissioned that day. Posted to RAF overseas on 2 February 1941, arriving 21 February
1941. Posted to No.75 Wing, 10 March 1941; to No.2 Radio School, 5 May 1941; to GCl,
Exminster, 12 July 1941; to No.845 AMES, 7 January 1942; to Egypt with that unit, 8 March
1942; promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 June 1942; to Headquarters, Middle East, 7 January 1943;
promoted Squadron Leader, 1 July 1944; repatriated 18 November 1944; retired 6 March 1945.
No citation in AFRO. However, the following assessments describe his work:

A very keen and knowledgeable RD officer whose keenness has been a great
source of help and inspiration in the planning and execution of the Sicilian
operations. (Headquarters, No.211 Group, 26 July1943)

This officer has special knowledge and experience of mobile operations. He is
much more suited to the operational side of Radar rather than to the purely
technical work in which he was engaged on No.306 MSSU (Commanding Officer,
No.306 MSSU, 5 August 1944).

A hard working, reliable officer who preserved his keenness throughout up to
the end of his overseas tour. Has taken part in several amphibious operations
and finally went in as an observer on LST/GCl in the Southern France operations.



Loyal and tactful. (Headquarters, Mediterranean Allied Forces, 23 October 1944).

* k 3k k %

GIBBON, F/L Philip (J6219) - Air Force Cross - No.13 EFTS - Award effect as of 1 January 1945 as
per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 89/45 dated 19 January 1945 - Born 8 October 1919
(date from RCAF Press Release 4907 announcing award) in Ste.Anne de Bellevue. Attended
McGill University. Enlisted in Montreal, 24 September 1940. To Patricia Bay, 20 October 1940.
To No.2 ITS, 18 January 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 21 February 1941 when posted to
No.15 EFTS; may have graduated 22 April 1941 but not posted to No.32 SFTS until 4 May 1941;
graduated and commissioned 15 July 1941. To Central Flying School, Trenton, 16 July 1941. To
No.13 SFTS, 13 October 1941; promoted Flying Officer, 1 April 1942; to No. 17 EFTS, 11
December 1942; to No.13 EFTS, 14 December 1942. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 March 1943.
To No.2 Release Centre, 12 February 1945. Retired 16 ebruary 1945. When recommended he
was reported as having flown 1,839 hours to date, 1,530 hours as instructor, 130 hours in
previous six months.

This officer has been employed on flying instructional duties for almost four years and
throughout this period has shown that he possesses a through flying training
knowledge, initiative and ability. He is a steady and conscientious worker and an
outstanding leader. The meritorious service he has rendered as a flying instructor has
made a praise worthy contribution to the training plan.

* %k %k k %k

GIBBONS, F/O Noel (J12273) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.418 Squadron - Award effective 2
March 1944 as per London Gazette dated 17 March 1944 and AFRO 766/44 dated 6 April 1944.
Born in Grand Prairie, Alberta, 19 November 1920; educated at Cranbrook High School, British
Columbia (1935-1938) and West Vancouver High School (1938-1939). Home in Vancouver
where he instructed in Physical Education at the YMCA,; enlisted there 2 October 1941 and
posted to No.3 Manning Depot, Edmonton. To No.4 ITS, Edmonton, 28 October 1941;
promoted LAC, 20 December 1941 and posted to No.2 AOS, Edmonton; graduated 27 March
1942 and posted on 29 March 1942 to No.8 BGS, Lethbridge; graduated 9 May 1942 and
promoted Sergeant. To No.1 ANS on 10 May 1942 (graduated and commissioned 19 June 1942.
Struck off strength of No.1 ANS, 14 July 1942 and posted to No.1 AOS, Malton. To “Y” Depot,
Halifax, 26 October 1942; to RAF overseas, 31 October 1942. Disembarked in United Kingdom,
11 November 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 8 December 1942. To No.1 Signal School, 22
December 1942. To No.51 OTU, 3 March 1943. To No.60 OTU, 26 May 1943. To No.418
Squadron, 14 June 1943. To No.60 OTU, 10 February 1944. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 8 June
1944. To No.418 Squadron again, 1 August 1944. Killed in action 22 October 1944 with S/L K.A.
Boomer, DFC (Mosquito PZ198). Cited with F/L James Robert Feir Johnson (which see for
citation). At various times, with Ross Gray and J.R.F. Johnson, he was involved in the following
victories: 21 September 1944, one unidentified enemy aircraft destroyed in air plus one
unidentified enemy aircraft destroyed on ground plus one unidentified enemy aircraft damaged
on ground; 23/24 September 1944, one FW.190 destroyed; 27/28 September 1944, one Ju.88



destroyed; 30 September 1944, one FW.190 destroyed in air and one damaged in air plus one
Bf.110 destroyed on ground and one damaged on ground plus one Do.217 damaged on ground
plus one unidentified enemy aircraft damaged on ground; 2/3 October 1944, one unidentified
enemy aircraft damaged; 10 October 1944, two Junkers W.34 destroyed on ground plus four
Ju.87s destroyed on ground plus one W.34 and five Ju.87s damaged on ground. See also entry
for R.A. Kipp with a press release that includes personal account of action of 12 December 1943
which includes generous comments about Gibbons. RCAF photo PL-33040 (ex UK-15444 dated
29 September 1944) is captioned as follows: “F/L N.J. Gibbon, DFC, veteran navigator with the
City of Edmonton night intruder squadron, looks on as his pilot, F/L F.A. Johnson points to the
spot that they made the 100™ kill in the air to be registered by the squadron. F/L Gibbon of
2355 Marine Drive, Vancouver, was on the 13™ trip of his second tour. F/L Johnson, who lived in
Belleville, Ontario, was formerly a flying instructor at Uplands.” RCAF photo PL-33216 (ex UK-
15278 dated 26 September 1944) shows F/L Noel Gibbons (left) with his skipper, S/L R.G. Gray
“after they returned from the longest daylight Mosquito raid ever performed by an RCAF
aircraft.” RCAF photo PL-33217 (ex UK-15279) is captioned as follows: “S/L R.G. Gray, pilot of a
City of Edmonton Mosquito receives the congratulations of his CO, W/C A. Barker, after leading
a flight of two Mosquito aircraft deep into Germany on the longest daylight sortie in RCAF
history. Navigator F/L N.J. Gibbons DFC looks on.”

GIBBONS, F/L Noel (J12273) - Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.418 Squadron (deceased) -
Award effective 21 October 1944, as per London Gazette dated 12 February 1946 and AFRO
322/46 dated 29 March 1946.

Since the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross, Flight Lieutenant Gibbons has
completed many sorties, penetrating deeply into Germany and enemy occupied
territory. On each occasion his skilful navigation has enabled his pilot to reach
and patrol the target area, often in very adverse weather, while his excellent
commentaries when patrolling heavily defended enemy airfields have assisted
his pilot in taking successful evasive action. In September, 1943, Flight
Lieutenant Gibbons was responsible for navigating a section of aircraft through
adverse weather and over difficult terrain to a target in the Munich area. At Bad
Aibling he participated in the destruction of two enemy aircraft on the ground
and damaged two others. As squadron navigation leader this officer has done
much to maintain a high standard of navigation.

Training: At No.2 AOS he flew in Ansons (31.20 day as first navigator, 36.10 day as second
navigator, 2.30 night as first navigator and 8.20 at night as second navigator). He was firstin a
class of 29 and was described as “Best in class. Seems to have natural ability”. Courses were
DR Plotting (141/150), DR Written (180/200), Compasses and Instruments (123/150), Signals
(100/100), Maps and Charts (96/100), Meteorology (79/100), Photography (75/100), and
Reconnaissance (90/100).

At No.8 BGS he was in Fairey Battles (18.05 day bombing, 7.45 night bombing, 12.05 day
gunnery). Average bombing error was 170 yards; average error on best exercise was 92 yards;



dropped 62 bombs (high level) and 17 bombs (low level). “Average ability as Bomb Aimer.” He
was deemed “weak in gunnery”, scored 0.5 in beam test, 2.81 % in Beam Relative Speed Test,
2.66 % in Under Tail Test. He fired a total of 1,755 rounds air-to-air. Placed first in a class of 27
and described as “Sets an excellent example as class leader both in appearance and applying
self to work. Conscientious, above average ability. Definite leadership qualities.”

At No.1 Signal School, 26 December 1942 to 31 March 1943. Tested in Morse and Visual Signals
(required 18 words per minute in Morse and Syko Speed, actually achieved 22 words per
minute; needed and achieved eight words per minute in Aldis Lamp). He spent five hours in
Dominie aircraft (2.30 on W/T sets in air) and 9.15 hours in Proctor aircraft (all on W/T sets in
the air). Ground School courses and results were as follows: Technical (Theory), 105/150;
Signals Organisation, 104/150; Out-Station Procedure, 114/150; Set Manipulation, 186/250;
D/F Loop Manipulation, 92/150; Daily Inspections and Fault Finding, 105/150. Air Results were
listed as follows: Air Operating, 252/300; Frequency Changing, 288/300; D/F Loop
Manipulation, 148/200; D/F Procedure. 85/100; Log Keeping, 86/100.

At No.1 ANS he flew Ansons (8.15 day as first navigator, 7.45 day as second navigator, 3.35
night as first navigator, 9.45 night at second navigator). Ground training stressed Astro
Navigation Plotting (114/150) and Astro Navigation Written (100/100). Placed 3™ in a class of
24.

Note: Applying for operational wings, 2 February 1944, he reported 32 sorties (105 hours 15
minutes), 17 June 1943 to 1 February 1944.

On completion of instructing at No.60 OTU, he noted he had flown 190 hours in Ansons, 50
hours in Blenheims, 215 non-operational hours in Mosquitos, and in requesting postings he
listed No.418 Squadron first, Pathfinders second and Bomber Command generally, third.

Assessments: On 9 September 1942, S/L George W. Jacobs (No.1 AOS) wrote, “This man’s
application for transfer to work other than instructing was recommended and forwarded in
August. He is a capable navigator but unqualified instructor. Reported this unit 17 July 1942.
Has never taken any interest or responsibility voluntarily in the jobs at hand. He is unsuited for
this work and will never be any good as instructor but would make a practical navigator.” He
was further described as “a decided misfit and will never be any good as instructor.”

Assessed as competent but without comment, 30 September 1943 (N0.418 Squadron). As of 25
February 1944, W/C D.C.S. MacDonald reported he had flown 480 hours (150 in past six
months) and wrote, “An extremely clean living young man with an A.1 physique. Mentally
above average with good common sense. An A.1 type of officer, keen, intelligent and excellent
physical example to his associates.”

On 27 October 1944, following his loss, S/L D.B. Annan wrote, “A navigator of wide experience
and exceptional ability, who has had a very fine operational record on two tours of operations.”



Particulars of Death: Mosquito PZ198 was airborne from St. Dizier airfield, 1500 hours for a Day
Ranger to southern Germany. Subsequently reported by the enemy to have been shot down at
4.30 p.m. (1630 hours) at Brunnthal. Germany.

* %k 3k k X

GIBBS, F/O John Cecil (J17590) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.405 Squadron - Award effective
19 June 1944 as per London Gazette dated 27 June 1944 and AFRO 1861/44 dated 25 August
1944. Born in Toronto, 25 January 1919; home in Bowmanville. Enlisted in Toronto, 8 October
1940. To No.2 WS, 31 January 1941; promoted LAC, 3 March 1941; graduated 20 June 1941
when posted to No.7 BGS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 21 July 1941. To Embarkation
Depot, 22 July 1941). Posted to RAF overseas, 14 August 1941; commissioned 23 March 1943;
repatriated to Canada 11 July 1944; to “Y” Depot, Halifax on 9 September 1944; to United
Kingdom again on 17 September 1944; repatriated 7 December 1945; released 28 December
1945. Photo PL-15935 shows FS G. Bellamy (Hertfordshire), Sergeant J. Gibbs (Bowmanville),
P/0O J.R. McDonald (Victoria), Flight Sergeant R.W. Wright (Saskatoon), Flight Sergeant J.D.
Routledge (Mission, British Columbia), and Sergeant K.F. Stouffer (Fort Erie, Ontario). No
citation other than "completed...many successful operations against the enemy in which [he
has] displayed high skill, fortitude and devotion to duty." Public Records Office Air 2/8780 has
recommendation by W/C R.J. Lane dated 23 March 1944 when he had flown 45 sorties (300
hours 28 minutes).

* daylight sortie

11 June 1942 - NICKELLING, Vichy (7.25)

16 August 1942 - GARDENING, Frisians (4.00)

20 August 1942 - GARDENING, Kolleckerort (7.25)
27 August 1942 - Kassel (4.55)

28 August 1942 - Nuremburg (6.40)

6 September 1942 - Duisburg (4.00)

8 September 1942 - Frankfurt (6.25)

10 September 1942 - Dusseldorf (4.20)

13 September 1942 - Bremen (4.10)

14 September 1942 - Wilhelmshaven (4.10)

16 September 1942 - Essen (4.55)

18 September 1942 - GARDENING, Gulf of Danzig (9.45)
23 September 1942 - Wismar (6.35)

24 September 1942 - GARDENING, Kullen (7.25)
1 October 1942 - Wismar (6.15)

13 October 1942 - Kiel (5.35)

15 October 1942 - Cologne (4.50)

17 October 1942 - Le Creusot (10.15)*

22 October 1942 - Genoa (9.45)

24 October 1942 - Milan (9.35)*



15 November 1942 - Genoa (8.10)
28 November 1942 - Turin (8.40)

8 December 1942 - Turin (8.10)

9 December 1942 - Turin (3.15, DNCO)
20 December 1942 - Duisburg (4.35)
16 January 1943 - Berlin (7.25)

17 January 1943 - Berlin (7.00)

27 January 1943 - Dusseldorf (5.30)
11 February 1943 - Wilhelmshaven (5.55)
13 February 1943 - Lorient (6.40)

20 December 1943 - Frankfurt (5.20)
23 December 1943 - Berlin (7.30)

29 December 1943 - Berlin (6.10)

1 January 1944 - Berlin (6.55)

2 January 1944 - Berlin (7.20)

5 January 1944 - Stettin (9.10)

20 January 1944 - Berlin (7.10)

21 January 1944 - Magdeburg (6.45)
27 January 1944 - Berlin (7.15)

28 January 1944 - Berlin (7.30)

30 January 1944 - Berlin (6.00)

15 February 1944 - Berlin (6.30)

25 February 1944 - Augsburg (6.45)
1 March 1944 - Stuttgart (6.55)

15 March 1944 - Stuttgart (6.30)

18 March 1944 - Frankfurt (4.50)

This officer is a very efficient Wireless Operator who has completed 45
operational sorties against such heavily defended enemy targets as Berlin,
Stuttgart and Frankfurt. By his devotion to duty, skill in his trade and desire to
carry out his operations to a successful conclusion, he has set an inspiring
example which it will be difficult to surpass. Strongly recommended for the
award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

Note: For Combat Reports relating to his career see entries for R.M. Griffiths and J.D.
Routledge..
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GIBBS, F/L Paul Lewis (J15108) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.66 Squadron - Award effective



18 December 1944 as per London Gazette dated 29 December 1944 and AFRO 379/45 dated 2
March 1945. Born at Onion Lake, Saskatchewan, 28 August 1917; home in Lloydminster,
Saskatchewan (hunter). Enlisted in Edmonton on 17 May 1940. Trained at No.1 ITS; graduated
and promoted LAC 24 June 1940 although he had been posted to No.4 EFTS on 21 June 1940;
graduated 31 August 1940 when posted to No.2 SFTS; graduated and promoted Sergeant on 1
October 1940. To No.4 SFTS, 11 December 1940; to No.10 SFTS, 22 March 1941. Warned for
embarkation on 6 May 1941; to RAF overseas on 29 May 1941. Commissioned 15 December
1941. Served in UK, Northwest Europe, Africa and Italy. Repatriated to Canada 1 June 1945.
Demobilized in October 1945, spent one year in civilian life and rejoined RCAF, September
1946. Awarded AFC, 15 September 1951 for services with No.123 Rescue Unit, Sea Island;
Queen's Coronation Medal, 23 October 1953 while with No.2 (F) Wing. As Squadron Leader,
attended RAF Staff College Course, 9 January to 7 December 1956. Photo PL-39584 is a
portrait taken about 1949. PL-128351 is a portrait taken at St. Hubert, 1960, as a Squadron
Leader.

During two tours of operations this officer has completed numerous sorties
which have included fighter and night intruder patrols, power diving and low
level attacks. He has destroyed one enemy aircraft and participated in the
damage and destruction of many enemy vehicles and installations on the
ground. At all times Flight Lieutenant Gibbs has displayed exemplary keenness
and an outstanding determination to engage the enemy.

* %k %k k %k

GIBSON, P/O Douglas Ralph (J89229) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.419 Squadron - Award
effective 5 April 1945 as per London Gazette dated 17 April 1945 and AFRO 918/45 dated 1
June 1945. Born in Cumberland, British Columbia, 24 February 1924; home in Bevan, British
Columbia (locomotive fireman). Enlisted in Vancouver, 9 July 1942. Granted Leave Without Pay
until 20 September 1942 when posted to No.3 Manning Depot. To No.1 Air Gunner Ground
Training School, 16 April 1943; to No.9 BGS on 12 June 1943 (graduated 23 July 1942). To “Y”
Depot, Halifax, 6 August 1943; to RAF overseas, 20 August 1943; commissioned 20 August 1944;
repatriated 8 December 1944; to Western Air Command, 20 December 1944; to No.6 OTU, 21
May 1945; released 27 November 1945. Died in Cumberland, British Columbia, 21 January
1981 as per Legion Magazine of May 1981. RCAF photo PL-31964 (ex UK-14218 dated 24
August 1944) is captioned as follows: “Moose Squadron gunners with 26 trips to their credit,
Flight Sergeant D.R. Ginson of Cumberland, British Columbia (left) and Flight Sergeant J.R.
Devon of Sault Ste.Marie, Ontario have a smoke on their return from bombing Stettin. They
flew to the Baltic coast in a Canadian-built Lancaster as part of an RCAF Bomber Group force.”
No citation other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of
which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost courage and devotion to duty". DHist file



181.009 D.3260 (RG.24 Vol.20637) has recommendation dated 29 November 1944 when he
had flown 34 sorties (194 hours 55 minutes), 6 March to 25 October 1944.

This officer has completed 34 sorties, many of which have been to the enemy's
most heavily defended areas. On one of his first operational sorties, his aircraft
crashed on takeoff but, despite this harrowing experience, Pilot Officer Gibson
has continued to show great keenness to attack the enemy. During the course of
his tour, his aircraft has been attacked on four occasions but, primarily due to
this officer's exhaustive search and the cool, collected manner in which he has
directed his pilot, these attackers did not have the opportunity of opening fire. |
consider the devotion to duty and the fine example shown by this officer fully
merits the non-immediate award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

The sortie list was as follows:

6 March 1944 - Trappes (5.50)

7 March 1944 - Le Mans (1.00, early return)
13 March 1944 - Le Mans (1.15, early return)
16 March 1944 - Amiens (7.10)

30 March 1944 - Gardening, Heligoland (5.55)
8 April 1944 - Gardening, Frisians (5.35)

9 April 1944 - Lille (5.20)

22 April 1944 - Laon (5.55)

26 April 1944 - Paris (6.30)

22 May 1944 - Dortmund (5.30)

24 May 1944 - Aachen (4.25)

27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (4.40)

10 June 1944 - Versailles (5.40)

12 June 1944 - Cambrai (5.05)

14 June 1944 - St. Pol (4.05)

15 June 1944 - Boulogne (4.30)

16 June 1944 - Duisburg (4.35)

21 June 1944 - St. Martin I'Hortier (4.10)

23 June 1944 - Bientques (4.35)

24 June 1944 - Bamieres (4.00)

4 July 1944 - Paris (6.20)

6 July 1944 - St. Pol (4.25)

7 July 1944 - Caen (4/30)

23 July 1944 - Kiel (6.05)

24 July 1944 - Stuttgart (9.10)



28 July 1944 - Hamburg (6.05)

3 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (5.50)
5 August 1944 - Paris (5.20)

16 August 1944 - Stettin (8.40)

18 August 1944 - Bremen (6.35)

25 August 1944 - Russelsheim (8.50)
29 August 1944 - Stettin (8.55)

6 September 1944 - Emden (4.55)
10 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.35)
23 October 1944 - Essen (6.15)

25 October 1944 - Essen (5.20)

* %k k %k %

GIBSON, Sergeant George Robert Milton (R109259) - Mention in Despatches - Station Leeming
(AFRO gives unit only as "Overseas") - Award effective 14 June 1945 as per London Gazette of
that date and AFRO 1600/45 dated 12 October 1945. Born in Calgary, 4 May 1920. Janitor,
store clerk and farm harvester. Although home also given as in Barrie, Ontario, he enlisted in
Calgary, 11 July 1941 for General Duties and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.1 SFTS, 23
July 1941. Promoted AC1, 11 October 1941. Reclassified as Clerk, and reverted to AC2, 15
October 1941. Promoted AC1 again, 6 January 1942. Reclassified as Postal Clerk, 6 April 1942,
To “Y” Depot, Halifax, 28 September 1942; promoted LAC, 1 October 1942. To Leeming, 11
February 1943, and a bewildering series of attachments thereafter between Leeming and
Topcliffe. To RAF overseas on 27 October 1942; disembarked 4 November 1942. To Padgate, 5
November 1942. Taken on strength of RCAF Overseas Headquarters, 28 October 1943.
Promoted Corporal, 1 June 1943; attained rank of Sergeant on 1 March 1944; to No.64 Base, 10
July 1945; to RCAF Overseas Headquarters, 11 October 1945; to Leeming, 26 February 1946;
repatriated 10 July 1946. To No.2 Air Command, 20 July 1946. To No.1 Manning Depot, Portage
la Prairie, 26 August 1946. To No.2 Air Command Headquarters, Winnipeg, 12 November 1946.
To Release Centre, 18 December 1944. Released 8 January 1947. DHist file 181.009 D.2619
(RG.24 Vo0l.20628) has recommendation forwarded 31 July 1944 to No.6 Group Headquarters.

Sergeant Gibson enlisted in the RCAF 11.7.41. He embarked for the United
Kingdom 29.10.42 and has been employed as NCO in charge of the Station Post
Office at this Station, with some breaks, for the past seventeen months. His
organizing and administrative ability in his trade is outstanding; he works for
long hours in a most cheerful manner and instils in his subordinates a high sense
of their important and responsible duties.

Notes: Assessed 13 December 1943 as follows: “This airman, as an LAC and later as a Corporal,



has been responsible for the initial organization of two different Station Post Offices. He was
quite successful in both stations in organizing very efficient offices.” (F/L P.C. Ware).

Assessed 13 November 1944 as follows: “This NCO has been used on numerous occasions for
the purpose of reorganizing Postal Sections on a number of RCAF Stations with considerable
success. He is extremely capable and has been recommended for promotion to Commissioned
rank. His promotion to Temporary Sergeant is strongly recommended.” (W/C D.C. Kerr, RCAF
Overseas Headquarters).

Assessed 15 March 1945 as follows: “This NCO posseses outstanding organizing ability and is an
excellent worker. He is keen and very systematic in the performance of his duties.” (P/O E.H.
Kipp, Middleton St. George).

* %k k k% %

GIBSON, F/O Gordon Lloyd (J21406) - Croix de Guerre (France) - No0.268 Squadron (AFRO gives
unit only as "Overseas") - Awarded as per AFRO 1619/45 dated 19 October 1945. Born 15 April
1920. Born 15 April 1920. Home in Thornsbury, Ontario; enlisted in Toronto, 22 September
1941. Granted Leave Without Pay until 19 October 1941 when posted to No.2 Manning Depot.
To No.12 Equipment Depot, 2 January 1942. To No.3 ITS, 28 February 1942; graduated and
promoted LAC, 25 April 1942 when posted to No.21 EFTS; may have graduated 3 July 1942 but
not posted to No.8 SFTS until 18 July 1942; graduated and commissioned on 4 December 1942).
To “Y” Depot, 27 December 1942. Posted to RAF overseas on 4 January 1943. Promoted Flying
Officer, 4 June 1943; promoted Flight Lieutenant, 4 December 1944. Repatriated 30 March
1945. Released April 1945. Served in postwar RCAF (20276) from 29 February 1952 onwards.
Public Records Office Air 2/9645 gives unit and citation.

Flying Officer Gibson has flown on many operations over enemy occupied France
between January and August 1944. He is an outstanding fighter reconnaissance
pilot. Prior to D-Day he was engaged in low level photography of enemy
positions, often in the face of intense anti-aircraft fire. Between May and August
1944 he carried out 37 tactical reconnaissance missions, mostly in the area west
and north of Paris. Flying Officer Gibson led his section with skill and bravery,
often in adverse weather and in the face of great danger.

Operational Notes: Further to the above, Colin Ford, consulting the Operational Record Book of
No.268 Squadron, provides the following notes:

F/O Gibson, known on the Squadron as ‘Gibby’. Posted in on 26 January 1944
along with a number of other pilots from No.170 Squadron which had been



disbanded. He already had operational experience with that squadron and was
considered an experienced pilot.

First operational sortie with No.268 Squadron on 24 February 1944

F/O Milne DFC in FD548 J and F/O Gibson RCAF in FD535 X took off from North
Weald at 09.40 hrs to conduct a ‘Popular’ of the French Coast between Barfleur
and St. Martin de Vagreville. Photographs were taken at 800 ft and 1700 yards
range. No flak or enemy fighters were encountered and F/O Gibson RCAF
obtained satisfactory photography, whilst F/O Milne’s Mustang suffered a
camera failure. F/O Gibson RCAF noted in his log book: “Popular (French Coast)
Barfleur to Les Greves. Successful photos taken. No flack experienced.”

He flew 12 operational sorties between then and the end of May 1944 and also
attended the Armament Camp at Llanbedr and the Naval Gunnery Control
Course at Dundonald, as for F/O Conway.

He flew two sorties on D-day, the second being particularly eventful:

F/O Gibson RCAF in FD486 L (F/O Gibson’s log book shows FD535 X) and F/O
Bradford in FD498 J took off at 08.30 hrs from Lee-on-Solent for a second naval
shoot. They directed the naval bombardment onto an enemy shore battery that
was engaged and partially destroyed. F/O Gibson RCAF noted in his log book:
“Second trip on Naval Bombardment during Invasion. T/O 0830hrs — target on
east coast Cherbourg area. Firing with 15” & 16” American ship on shore
batteries — target area plastered. Decided lack of flack this time. Radio went u/s
during shoot & engine stopped at 6000’ Prepared to crash land in a field in
France — glided down, got flap down — at 500’ on last approach got engine
restarted — climbed & managed to make Lee On Solent by shortest route. #2
finished shoot in good order — on whole invasion saw 4 a/c shot down 1 ship
sunk & terrific fire of all kinds.” Definitely a close shave for F/O Gibson RCAF.

He flew 38 sorties from D-Day until the end of his operational tour on 3 August
1944. He left the Squadron on 9 August 1944 on posting to HQADGB (pretty
much the generic ‘holding’ posting at that time for pilots completing their tour of
operations), but shortly ended up at 410TU as an instructor.

Did the majority of his operational sorties with No.170 Sqdn and No.268 Sqdn on
N.A. Mustang Mk.1A (4 x 20mm cannon armed) aircraft.



F/O Gibson served with RCAF post war, eventually retired and went in to family
business which was a fairly well known fish & chip shop in his part of Canada.
Died February 2006.

* %k 3k k X

GIBSON, F/L Howard Benjamin German (J10702) - Mention in Despatches - Eastern Air
Command Headquarters - Award effective 3 November 1944 as per Canada Gazette of that
date and AFRO 2479/44 dated 17 November 1944. Born in Hollyburn, British Columbia, 14
February 1917; enlisted in Vancouver, 26 June 1941 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To
No.2 ITS, 20 August 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 27 September 1941 when posted to
No.7 AOS; to No.3 BGS, 3 January 1942; graduated and (promoted Sergeant on 13 February
1942; posted next day to No.1 ANS. To No.31 GRS, 10 March 1942; commissioned 19 March
1942; to Eastern Air Command Headquarters, 1 June 1942; promoted Flying Officer, 1 October
1942; to No.116 (BR) Squadron, 9 April 1943; to Eastern Air Command Headquarters again on
18 January 1944; promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 June 1944. Released 17 September 1945. Died
in Langley, British Columbia, 2 July 2012.

This navigator, throughout his duties on operational flying, has displayed
outstanding qualities of determination and skill. By his ability and keenness he
has assisted materially in the successful completion of many submarine patrols
in which he has taken part. His devotion to duty throughout his tour of
operational flying is praiseworthy.

* %k %k k %k

GIBSON, FI/O Isobel Victoria (V30179) - Mention in Despatches - No.63 Base - Award effective
14 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1672/45 dated 2 November 1945.
Born in Victoria, 1915. Graduate of Victoria College (1933) and University of lowa (Nutrition).
Home in Ottawa; before the war; enlisted there 4 June 1942 as Equipment Assistant and posted
to No.6 Manning Depot; commissioned 6 July 1942 and posted that date to Trenton; posted to
No.1 Training Command Headquarters, 31 March 1943; to AFHQ, 6 February 1944; to “Y”
Depot, Halifax, 18 May 1944; to overseas, 25 June 1944; repatriated 6 April 1946; released 31
December 1946. Postwar she married Dr. Elmer Searls (Department of Animal Nutrition,
University of Washington). After his death, she returned to Victoria, B.C. where she took up her
lifelong interest in Botany. Died in Victoria, 5 August 2006. DHist file 181.009 D.2619 (RG.24
Vol.20628) has recommendation forwarded to No.6 Group HQ, 31 January 1945. As of
recommendation she had served 24 months in Canada, seven months overseas.

Flight Officer Gibson on arrival overseas was immediately assigned Station



Catering duties under unfamiliar conditions which she met and successfully
mastered in record time. Confronted with serious questions created by manning
and equipment deficiencies and by overcrowding in the Messes, she worked
night and day with an earnestness and zeal unequalled. On July 15th, 1944, she
was appointed Base Catering Officer of 63 RCAF Base and carried the dual
responsibility of Base and Station until a Station Catering Officer for RCAF Station
Leeming was posted to that station on 24th September 1944. Keenly interested
in the welfare of those working under her, skilful in leadership and efficient in
the performance of her duties, she has shown herself to be an outstanding
officer and willing to sacrifice all personal considerations in the fulfiiment of her
duties. She has earned the confidence and respect of all personnel at 63 (RCAF)
Base.

* k ok Xk %

GIBSON, P/0 John Fleming (J16043) - Mention in Despatches - No.17 Squadron - Award
effective 1 June 1943 as per London Gazette dated 2 June 1943 and AFRO 1247/43 dated 2 July
1943. American citizen; born 16 January 1915 in Columbia, South Carolina; home there.
Obtained a private pilots license before the war. Enlisted in Toronto, 9 September 1940; to
No.4 BGS (guard), 8 November 1940; to No.1 ITS, 28 November 1940; graduated and promoted
LAC, 3 January 1941 when posted to No.9 EFTS; graduated 17 February 1941 and posted to
No.1A Manning Depot, 21 February 1941; to No.6 SFTS, 5 March 1941; graduated and
promoted Sergeant, 16 May 1941. Warned for embarkation, 17 May 1941; struck off strength
to RAF overseas, 17 June 1941; taken on strength of No.3 Personnel Reception Centre,
Bournemouth, 17 July 1941; to No.61 OTU, 27 July 1941; to No.55 OTU, 29 July 1941; to No.17
Squadron, 8 September 1941. Crash-landed Spitfire X4783, Tain, 5 October 1941 (wheels had
failed to lock down); uninjured. Commissioned 1 May 1942; promoted Flying Officer 1 October
1942. Posted to No.14 Squadron, 27 November 1942. Transferred to American forces, 21 July
1943. No citation. Chris Shores, Those Other Eagles, lists the following victories: 21 March
1942, one Army 97 fighter destroyed, Mingaladon; 10 April 1942, one Army 01 damaged,
Loiwing; 22/23 December 1942, one “Sally” bomber destroyed, east Calcutta.
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GIBSON, F/L Joseph Vernon (J6942) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.119 Squadron - Award
effective 1 July 1943 as per London Gazette dated 9 July 1943 and AFRO 1724/43 dated 27
August 1943. Born in St.Andrews, New Brunswick, 28 March 1918; enlisted in Moncton, 27
December 1940 when posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.1 ITS, 17 March 1941; graduated
and promoted LAC, 19 April 1941 when posted to No.6 EFTS; graduated 7 June 1941 and posted
next day to No.4 SFTS; graduated and commissioned 20 August 1941. To Halifax, 21 August



1941. Posted to No.31 OTU, 22 November 1941. Assigned to RAF 13 April 1942. Ferried
Hudson H273 to Britain in April 1942, returned to Canada on Queen Mary. Promoted Flying
Officer, 20 August 1942. Ferried PBY FF223 to Britain in August and September 1942.
Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 20 August 1943. Missing in action, 2 September 1943 (Liberator
FL938).

In April 1943, Flight Lieutenant Gibson was captain of an aircraft engaged on a
night operation in the Bay of Biscay. The aircraft became unserviceable and was
brought down on the sea. During the subsequent period all the crew succeeded
in getting to the dinghy, in which they drifted for fifteen hours. Throughout this
trying and difficult experience Flight Lieutenant Gibson maintained a high morale
among his crew and displayed great coolness and initiative. Throughout the
whole of his operational career this officer has always displayed first class
airmanship and courage and has played a full part in anti-submarine operations.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/8961 has recommendation drafted 19 April 1943. He had
flown 21 sorties on his current tour (about 267 operational hours).

Flight Lieutenant Gibson was the captain of a Sunderland aircraft engaged on a
night operation in the Bay of Biscay on the night of [blank] April when, without
warning, two of the airscrews came off on the same side, doubtless due to one
striking the other.

This necessitated immediate ditching, which was carried out successfully under
the most trying and difficult night conditions, and all twelve members of the
crew were able to get out of the aircraft, although three were subsequently lost.

Throughout the 15 hours that Flight Lieutenant Gibson and the survivors of his
crew were adrift in the dinghy he maintained a high morale, and exercised
considerable initiative in accommodating so large a number of personnel in the
one dinghy,

On 19 April 1943 the Station Commander added his remarks:

Flight Lieutenant Gibson is a typical example of the young Hudson trained
Canadians that were converted to Flying Boats within the scope of 119
Squadron., and he has handled his Flying Boat with the greatest skill both in fair
weather and bad, and undoubtedly displayed first class airmanship and courage
on the occasion referred to overleaf.



The Air Officer Commanding, No.19 Group, wrote on 23 April 1943.

| agree with the above remarks, and though opportunities for special distinction
have not come his way, Flight Lieutenant Gibson has been a credit to No.119
Squadron and has played a full part in anti-submarine operations.

Senior officers appear to have been anxious to encourage members of a squadron which had
seen little action; see entry for A.S. Jackson (CAN/RAF).

On 15 April 1943 he was captain of Sunderland DP176, and had 857 hours to his credit (352 on
type). Report of loss read as follows:

At approximately 2330, on climbing to operational height, a hole appeared in
port outer exhaust ring. At cruising revs and boost this hole appeared to grow
no larger. At 0010 hole appeared to be increasing in above mentioned exhaust
ring so we decided to set course for base. At 0210 a blinding flash appeared as
port outer airscrew flew off and into port inner engine also tearing this airscrew
off. The fire extinguisher for port outer engine was pressed but engine still
flaming when aircraft hit the water at 90 knots airspeed. On landing the port
float and wing tip dug into the water and swung the aircraft to port until its nose
dug in and aircraft stood on its nose in water up to its mid-upper turret for a few
minutes before sinking.

The Engineer Officer, No.119 Squadron, wrote:

Failure of the exhaust manifold through burning has been fairly frequent on the
Pegasus XVIIl installation on Sunderland aircraft, but has not been followed up
by any engine failure. The oil pressure and temperature of the port outer
engine, as far as can be ascertained, were normal up to the time of the aircrew
failure. A sudden seizure, however, may have caused failure of the reduction
gear casing. Insufficient evidence is available to form a definite opinion as to the
cause of the failure.

It was noted that the aircraft had been compelled to alight at night, and although the sea was
moderate, there was a large swell. Aircraft, having lost port float and wing tip, had nosed up
and sunk in eight minutes. Crew drill was deemed satisfactory as far as circumstances allowed.
W/C R.C. Lovelock (Commanding Officer, No.119 Squadron) made no further comment, but the
Group Captain commanding Pembroke Dock was more enthusiastic:

| concur, but would add that in my opinion the Pilot did well in landing this



aircraft in the open sea at night with two engines on the one side completely
gone and sufficiently well to enable all the crew to get out, though subsequently
three were lost.

The crew were J6937 F/L J.V. Gibson (pilot, uninjured), 119546 F/O E.T. Every (second pilot,
uninjured), 1034189 Sergeant A.W. Parker (third pilot, injured), 19902 F/O J.V. Waters
(navigator/B, missing), 1376898 Sergeant V. Lower (navigator/B, injured), 564328 Sergeant H.J.
French (Fitter, uninjured), 531114 Sergeant T. Galloway (Fitter, missing), J8633 F/O R.H. Tierney
(WOP, uninjured), 49812 P/O P.R. Mclntosh (WOP, uninjured), R87936 Sergeant A.A. Thompson
(WOP, injured), 983597 LAC E. Owen (Rigger) and 78682 F/L L.J. Davies (air gunner, missing).

Mention that all got out but that three were lost is curious. It appears that Waters was last
seen holding on to aircraft the aircraft wreckage but that he was unable to reach the dinghy.

* %k k %k %

GIBSON, F/L William Dudley James (J21206) - Mention in Despatches - No.292 Squadron -
Award effective 1 January 1946 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 388/46 dated 12
April 1946. Born 10 May 1920. Home in Toronto; enlisted there 5 November 1941. Trained at
No.5 ITS, Belleville (15 March to 6 June 1942; promoted to LAC 9 May 1942), No.20 EFTS.
Oshawa (7 June to 1 August 1942) and No.9 SFTS, Centralia (2 August to 4 December 1942;
commissioned 20 November 1942). Posted to No.1 GRS, Summerside, 4 December 1942; to
No.31 Personnel Reception Depot, Moncton, 27 February 1943; to No.111 OTU, Nassau, 17
March 1943 when posted to No.45 Group . Ferried Liberator BZ909 to Britain in September
1943; to India, 25 September 1943; to No.354 Squadron, 31 November 1943; to No.292
Squadron (No.1 Air/Sea Rescue Flight), 18 November 1944; repatriated 31 July 1945; released
25 September 1945. See RCAF photo PL-18839 (ex UK-7936 dated 11 February 1944) showing
Sergeant Ralph McKillan (R158827, Ingersoll, Ontario, wireless air gunner), Pilot Officer William
Dudley “Bill” Gibson (J21206, Toronto, pilot), Pilot Officer Lloyd Taylor (Halifax, pilot), members
of No.354 Squadron. “All easterners and members of a Liberator coastal command squadron
‘somewhere in India’, the fliers came to India three months ago after taking their operational
training in Nassau, Bahamas.”

As of 14 July 1945 he stated he had flown 372 hours 35 minutes on operations, 318 hours 20
minutes non-operational and 36 sorties with Nos.354 and 292 Squadrons; his last sortie had
been on 24 May 1945. His flying times on various aircraft types was listed as follows: Liberator
(680 hours 25 minutes), Hudson (seven hours 35 minutes), Tiger Moth (45 minutes), York (one
hour), Walrus (40 minutes), Canso (30 minutes). He had destroyed two motor launches and
three sampans.



On 2 June 1945 S/L R.H. Alcock wrote of him, “This officer, since his arrival, has been
commanding a detached flight of the unit. He has shown himself to be completely reliable and
far above average in zeal and efficiency generally; commands absolute confidence.”

* %k 3k k X

GIDDENS, F/O James Arthur (J23624) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.207 Squadron - Award
effective 6 January 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 January 1945 and AFRO 508/45 dated
23 March 1945. Born 12 October 1918 in St.Stephens, New Brunswick; home at Rolling Dam,
New Brunswick. Educated at University of New Brunswick (electrical engineering, Bachelor
Degree). Electrician in Saint John Drydock before he enlisted in Moncton, 17 December 1941;
posted that date to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.1 ITS, 15 April 1942; graduated and promoted
LAC, 19 June 1942 but not posted to No.7 EFTS until 1 August 1942; may have graduated 25
September 1942 but not posted to No.16 SFTS until 10 October 1942; graduated and promoted
Sergeant on 5 February 1943. Subsequently commissioned on 12 February 1943 with effect
from 5 February 1943. To No.1 Flying Instructor School, Trenton, 20 February 1943. To No.1
GRS, 8 April 1943; to “Y” Depot, Halifax, 26 June 1943. Embarked from Canada, 8 July 1943;
disembarked in UK, 16 July 1943; to No.19 (Pilots) AFU, 5 August 1943; to No.16 OTU, 2
November 1943. To No.51 Base, 23 February 1944, Attached to No.1514 Beam Approach
Training Flight, 6-15 March 1944. To No.1654 Conversion Unit, 1 April 1944 (Stirlings). To
No.207 Squadron, 25 May 1944 (Lancasters). Repatriated 15 November 1944; to No.167
Squadron, 15 January 1945; released 23 July 1945. Member, RCAF Primary Reserve, 26 June
1953 to 19 March 1957 (220507) with intermittent service at Greenwood. Died 6 November
1967 at Saint Stephen, New Brunswick as per Legionary of January 1968.

This officer has proved himself to be a skilful and courageous pilot who has
shown the utmost determination to complete his mission. On one occasion his
aircraft was detailed to attack Pommerval. It was attacked by enemy fighters
four times but by most skilful airmanship he enabled his gunners to destroy one
fighter, damage another force the others to abandon the attack. Flying Officer
Giddens has always displayed great courage and devotion to duty.

Public Records Office Air 2/9038 has recommendation dated 16 October 1944 when he had
flown 34 sorties (169 hours 35 minutes), 27 May to 27 September 1944; recommended citation
citation differs only slightly from that published:

27 May 1944 - St.Valery en Caux (3.30)
4 June 1944 - Maisy (3.45)

5 June 1944 - La Pernelle (4.10)

6 June 1944 - Caen (4.30)



12 June 1944 - Caen (4.35)

14 June 1944 - Anney sur Odon (4.40)
16 June 1944 - Beauvoir (3.45)

21 June 1944 - Wesseling (4.15)

24 June 1944 - Pommerval (3.15)

27 June 1944 - Marquis (2.45)

4 July 1944 - St.Leu d'Esserent (4.15)
14 July 1944 - Villeneuve (3.45, DNCO)
18 July 1944 - Caen (3.30)

18 July 1944 - Revigny (5.15)

20 July 1944 - Courtrai (3.00)

23 July 1944 - Kiel (4.40)

24 July 1944 - Stuttgart (8.30)

25 July 1944 - Stuttgart (8.25)

28 July 1944 - Stuttgart (8.00)

30 July 1944 - Cahagnes (5.00)

31 July 1944 - La Roche (5.45)

2 August 1944 - St.Maximim (4.25, day)
6 August 1944 - Bors de Casson (4.25, day)
11 August 1944 - Givors (8.50)

12 August 1944 - Brunswick (5.25)

14 August 1944 - Brest (4.55)

15 August 1944 - Arnheim (3.40)

18 August 1944 - Foret de I'lsle (4.20)
11 September 1944 - Le Havre (3.25)
11 September 1944 - Darmstadt (5.20)
12 September 1944 - Stuttgart (6.40)
23 September 1944 - Handers (5.20)
26 September 1944 - Karlsruhe (6.45)
27 September 1944 - Kaiserlautern (6.35)

A determined and conscientious pilot, this officer has completed 33 successful
sorties against most of the enemy's strongly defended targets in Germany. He
has proved himself to be a skilful and courageous Captain whose determination
to attack every target with accuracy has been a prominent feature throughout
his tour.

When detailed to attack Pommerval his aircraft was on four occasions attacked
by enemy fighters but by skilful handling of his aircraft he enabled his gunners to
destroy one fighter, damage another and force the others to break off their



attack.

Flying Officer Giddens has always displayed outstanding ability in the air and
been a fine example to his crews.

Training: Interviewed 17 December 1941 in Moncton by F/O W.G. Hughes. “Should make an
excellent observer - would be qualified also as an aeronautical engineer for AES course. Believe
he would develop into a good man after completion of Observer’s course as Non-Pilot
Navigation Instructor.”

Course at No.1 ITS was 27 April to 19 June 1942. Placed 13% in class of 90. “Capable, reliable
airman. Deportment good.”

Course at No.7 EFTS was 3 August to 25 September 1942. Tiger Moth aircraft (34.55 day dual
with 11.15 dual to first solo, 38.40 day solo, 3.00 night dual, 9.55 on instruments and 8.45 in
Link. Placed 17" in a class of 29. “Average pupil pilot. Has developed steadily with good
application. No outstanding faults. Conduct and deportment good.”

Course at No.16 SFTS was 12 October 1942 to 5 February 1943. Anson aircraft (52.00 day dual
with 4.15 dual needed to first solo, 52.25 day solo, 9.20 night dual, 6.55 night solo). Of these
times, 20.00 on instruments; also logged 26.10 in Link. Placed ninth in a class of 47. “Above
average in ground school. Has shown intelligent interest in his work, slow but thorough.
Capable of handling responsibilities. Dress and deportment good. Recommended for
commission.”

Course at No.1 GRS was 12 April to 11 June 1943. Flew Anson aircraft (47.10 day, 47.10 night).
Courses in DR Intermediate (85/100), DR Navigation Final (186/300), DR Navigation Air Work
(214/300), Reconnaissance (168/200), Reconnaissance Air Work (64/100), Astro Navigation
(81/100), Compasses and Instruments (142/200), Meteorology (101/200), Signals (63/100,
Coding (60/100), Ship Recognition (142/200), Photography (72/100), Visual Signals (Pass).
Placed 20%™ in a class of 21. “Rather quiet and serious. Worked hard on the course but should
be capable of getting better results.”

Course at No.19 (Pilots) AFU was 10 August to 11 October 1943. Oxford aircraft (6.45 day dual
to first solo, 29.20 total day dual. 48.40 day solo; 3.15 night dual to first solo, 8.20 total night
dual, 12.00 night solo). Of this, 8.25 on instruments. Logged nine hours in Link. Flying tests on
General Flying (265/400), Applied Flying (130/200), Instrument Flying (135/250), Night Flying
(65/100) and Link (32/50). “A good average pilot with no special faults. Did a good course here
and should become very useful with experience.”



Course at No.1514 Beam Approach Training Flight was 6-15 March 1944 in Oxfords (14.40, all
dual and Beam flying). Also logged 4.45 in Link. “High average. In a short course this pilot
grasped the beam procedure very well. His instrument flying was rough to begin with but had
improved a lot by the end of the week. He should experience no difficulty in using the beam in
an emergency.”

Course at No.1654 Conversion Unit was 27 March to 9 May 1944. May have gone to No.5
Lancaster Finishing School before posting to squadron. Others in crew were 1579996 Sergeanr
Rootes (flight engineer), 125873 F/O Speir (navigator), 126342 F/O Zagrash (Air Bomber),
1578311 Sergeant Henderson (WOP), R204784 Sergeant Caldwell (Mid-Upper Gunner) and
R211404 Sergeant Beattie (Rear Gunner). He flew 7.50 day dual, 15.35 day solo, 5.00 night dual
and 16.20 night solo. “A little slow but thorough and has consistently put up a steady
performance.”

Notes: Application for operational wing dated 18 November 1944 stated he had flown 33
sorties (166 hours), 25 May to 2 November 1944.

* %k k %k %

GIESELMAN, F/L Leon Emanuel (J20950) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.47 Squadron - Award
effective 26 February 1945 as per London Gazette dated 5 March 1946 and AFRO 418/46 dated
18 April 1946. Born in Bladworth, Saskatchewan, 6 February 1920; home in Sardis or Humboldt,
Saskatchewan. Enlisted in Saskatoon, 16 September 1941. To No.3 Manning Depot, 10
November 1941. To No.10 SFTS (guard), 16 January 1942. To No.7 ITS, 28 February 1942;
graduated and promoted LAC, 22 May 1942 but not posted to No.19 EFTS until 6 June 1942;
graduated 31 July 1942 and posted next day to No.10 SFTS; graduated and commissioned 20
November 1942. Posted to No.31 GRS at uncertain date; to “Y” Depot, Halifax, 27 February
1943; to RAF overseas, 9 March 1943; promoted Flying Officer, 20 May 1943; promoted Flight
Lieutenant, 20 November 1944. Repatriated 4 September 1945; retired 18 October 1945.
News clipping of 1986 notes that he was prominent in Veterans Against Nuclear War.

This officer commenced operational flying in January 1944, and has completed
many sorties against the enemy in the Middle East and Burma. His missions
have included low level attacks against shipping and airfields which were
accomplished successfully. He has destroyed many locomotives, river craft and
motor transport. Flight Lieutenant Gieselman has always displayed outstanding
courage and determination in pressing home his attacks and his skilful leadership
has been an inspiration to all.

* k 3k k X



GIFFORD, F/L Cuthbert Gorham (J13360) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.7 Squadron - Award
effective 5 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 17 July 1945 and AFRO 1558/45 dated 5
October 1945. Born in Montreal, 3 October 1918; home there. Attended McGill University and
United College (BA). Student minister. Enlisted in Montreal, 10 November 1941 and posted to
No.2 Manning Depot. To No.35 SFTS (guard), 3 January 1942. To No.4 SFTS (guard), 27 January
1942.To No.3 ITS, 12 February 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 11 April 1942 when posted
No.8 AOS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 14 August 1942 but not posted to No.1 CNS until
5 September 1942, having been commissioned with effect from 17 August 1942. To No.8 AQS,
21 September 1942; to No.9 AQS, 30 September 1942; promoted Flying Officer, 17 February
1943. To “Y” Depot, Halifax, 6 April 1944; posted overseas 29 April 1944. Promoted Flight
Lieutenant, 17 August 1944. Repatriated 5 August 1945. Released 5 September 1945. No
citation other than "in recognition of gallantry and devotion to duty in the execution of air
operations against the enemy". Public Records Office Air 2/9082 has recommendation dated
13 March 1945 when he had flown 37 sorties (170 hours 35 minutes), 3 September 1944 to 12
March 1945. The sortie list is almost identical to that of F/L G.S. Patchett, suggesting they were
crewed together for all but three sorties.

3 September 1944 - Gize Rijen (2.50)

6 September 1944 - Emden (4.00)

10 September 1944 - Le Havre (2.45)

11 September 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (3.20)
12 September 1944 - Wanne Eickel (3.20)
20 September 1944 - Calais (2.15)

25 September 1944 - Calais (1.35)

26 September 1944 - Calais (3.25)

27 September 1944 - Calais (2.05)

5 October 1944 - Saarbrucken (4.05)

6 October 1944 - Dortmund (5.10)

14 October 1944 - Duisburg (4.20)

19 October 1944 - Stuttgart (5.50)

23 October 1944 - Essen (4.30)

25 October 1944 - Essen (3.55)

28 October 1944 - Cologne (3.45)

29 October 1944 - Walcheren (2.25)

2 November 1944 - Dusseldorf (4.15)

18 November 1944 - Wanne Eickel (4.20)
21 November 1944 - Sterkrade (4.10)

27 November 1944 - Freiburg (5.05)

29 November 1944 - Dortmund (3.45)



24 December 1944 - Cologne (4.35)

4 February 1945 - Gelsenkirchen (4.40)

7 February 1945 - Cleve (4.20)

8 February 1945 - Politz (8.05)

13 February 1945 - Dresden (8.35)

20 February 1945 - Dortmund (5.10)

23 February 1945 - Pforzheim (6.50)

24 February 1945 - Kamen (4.45)

27 February 1945 - Mainz (5.15)

2 March 1945 - Cologne (4.00)

5 March 1945 - Chemnitz (8.20)

7 March 1945 - Dessau (8.25)

8 March 1945 - Hamburg (6.00)

11 March 1945 - Essen (5.00)

12 March 1945 - Dortmund (4.35)

This officer has now made 37 operational sorties, all in the Pathfinder Force, of
which 33 have been with a Marker Crew. At all times regardless of his personal
safety, he has shown a high degree of courage, great determination and
endurance under very try circumstances. His cheerfulness, strong devotion to
duty and fearlessness in the face of danger are worthy of the highest praise.

* %k 3k k %

GIFFORD, FS Edward (R51847) - British Empire Medal - AFHQ - Award effective 1 January 1946
as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 1946. Born 23 October
1915. Home in Sudbury, Ontario; enlisted there on 4 June 1940 as Equipment Assistant. Posted
to Technical Training School, St.Thomas, 14 June 1940; to No.6 (BR) Squadron, 29 July 1940;
promoted AC1, 4 September 1940; to No.4 SFTS, 11 September 1940; to No.7 ITS, 8 December
1941; date of posting to AFHQ uncertain; released 31 October 1945.

This non-commissioned officer has consistently put in long hours of arduous
work and displayed a high degree of initiative and foresight in the efficient
planning and calculation of aircraft and engine programmes on which new
provisioning and overhaul requirements, involving the expenditure of millions of
dollars, were based. From time to time special tasks have been given to him
outside his ordinary work and invariably these have been performed in a
completely satisfactory way. His unfailing devotion to duty and exceptional
keenness have set a very fine example.

* k 3k k X



GIFFORD, Frederick Charles, Sergeant (R86032) - No.83 Group - Mention in Despatches -
awarded as per London Gazette dated 1 January 1945. This award was long overlooked as the
London Gazette of that date records a Mention in Despatches to 1386032 Sergeant F.C. Gifford
(suggesting an RAF award). The fact that the (apparent ) RAF man had almost the same service
number as his RCAF counterpart appears more than coincidental. The service documents of
R86032 Frederick Charles Gifford state that he was awarded a Mention in Despatches but
(unusual in such records) give no date or direct London Gazette reference. The authority for
the award is given as “36866" and “DB 22-126". The meaning of “DB 22-126" has not been
established, but it turns out that “36866" is the issue number assigned to the London Gazette
of 1 January 1945. Biographical details as follows.

Born either 12 April 1912 in Winnipeg or 28 October 1918 in Montreal (different sheets on file
give wildly differing information). He described his prewar work as “Labourer” (1927-1932),
“Decorator” (1932-1937) and “Police Work” (1938-1940, West Kildonan, including cruiser
work). Enlisted in Winnipeg, 9 December 1941 with rank of Aircraftman 2" Class. And classified
as General Duties (Guard). Posted to No.2 Manning Depot (Brandon) on enlistment, staying
there until 5 February 1941. To Station Vancouver, 6 February 1941. Promoted Aircratman 1°
Class, 9 March 1941. Promoted to Leading Aircraftman on 9 October 1941. Posted to
Composite Training School, Trenton, 7 January 1942. Reclassified as Service Policeman and
promoted Acting Corporal, 14 February 1942; posted on 15 February 1942 to No.5 Manning
Depot, Lachine. Posted to No.7 Equipment Depot, Winnipeg, 13 December 1942.. Posted to
“Y” Depot, Halifax, 27 February 1943; on strength of that until 27 March 1943. Disembarked in
United Kingdom, 4 April 1943. Taken on strength of No.3 Personnel Reception Centre,
Bournemouth, 5 April 1943 where he remained until 16 April 1943 when he was posted to
Station Topcliffe. He appears to have attended RAF Police School from uncertain date to 22
June 1943. Posted to RAF Police Headquarters, 30 June 1943. Posted to Tactical Air Force
Headquarters, 21 September 1943. Attended a motorcycle course at Station Burnham, 23
September to 15 October 1943. Posted to No.83 Group, 2 April 1944 and eventually moved to
the Continent following the invasion. Promoted to Sergeant, 1 May 1944. Promoted Flight
Sergeant, 8 November 1944. During his service he was briefly attached to No.85 Group Police,
22 February to 28 February 1945. Embarked from Ostend on 14 September 1945 to Britain.
Repatriated to Canada, 23 October 1945. Released in Winnipeg, 30 October 1945. With CPR
Investigations Department, 1945 to 1978.

While attending a Service Police Course at Trenton in January-February 1942 he received 294
marks out of 400 in theory, 60 marks out of 100 in practical aspects, and graduated 11% place in

a course of 95.

A Squadron Leader in No0.83 Group (name illegible) wrote of him on 4 January 1945: “Searches



for ways to improve his service knowledge” and “Organizes effectively and gets things done”.
Under the heading of “Trade Proficiency” he was described as “Satisfactory - Does his work as
well as average” and under “Dependability” is written “Can definitely depend upon his loyalty.”
Overall he was described as “Keen on operations, skilful, responsible”.

A Department of Veterans Affairs assessment dated 4 December 1945 stated “He has an
excellent service record, mentioned in despatches for outstanding service”. On another portion
of the same assessment is written, “Enlisted December 9, 1940 as Service Police. Trained and
served in this trade in Canada, United Kingdom and Europe. Made very good progress in his
trade - obtained highest character and trade proficiency assessment. Mentioned in
Despatches”.

* %k k %k %

GIGGEY, F/O Douglas Lloyd (19445) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No0.83 Squadron - Award
effective 6 August 1943 as per London Gazette dated 13 August 1943 and AFRO 1849/43 dated
10 September 1943. Born in Saint John, New Brunswick, 25 May 1917; home there. Enlisted at
Moncton, 28 February 1941 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To Trenton, 10 April 1941. To
No.3 WS, 5 July 1941; promoted LAC, 7 August 1941; graduated and posted to No.8 BGS, 22
November 1941; graduated and commissioned, 22 December 1941. To “Y” Depot, 23
December 1941. To RAF overseas, 8 January 1942; promoted Flying Officer, 1 October 1942;
promoted Flight Lieutenant, 4 August 1944. Repatriated 31 October 1943; to No.2 Training
Command Headquarters, 13 December 1943; to No.3 BGS, 22 December 1943; to No.9 AQS, 31
March 1944. Further postings unclear; in RCAF from 4 March 1952 to 1960 as Ground Observer
Corps officer.

Flying Officer Giggey has completed a large number of operational sorties. At all
times he has proved himself an extremely capable wireless operator displaying
the utmost keenness and efficiency in his duties which contributed much to the
success attained by his crew. He has participated in attacks on Essen, Duisburg,
Dusseldorf and Berlin and in daylight attacks on Le Creusot and Milan.

* %k %k k %k

GIGUERE, W/C Joseph Hollis (C1997) - Mention in Despatches - No.63 Base - Award effective 14
June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1395/45 dated 31 August 1945. Born
in Cobden, Ontario. Enlisted 27 April 1931 as clerk stenographer; employed at Camp Borden,
Trenton and AFHQ (as of 30 September 1936), rising to Flight Sergeant (as of 15 December
1939) employed in administrative duties. Commissioned 1 May 1940 (Personnel Administration
Branch) and made assistant to Air Member for Organization and Training. Promoted Flight



Lieutenant, 15 August 1941. Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 May 1942. Promoted Wing
Commander, 1 May 1943. To “Y” Depot, 7 November 1943 at which time he reverted to
Squadron Leader. Taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 15 November 1943; to RCAF
Overseas Headquarters, 3 December 1943. Appointed Chief Administrative Officer to No.144
Wing and formed it. Duties included requisitioning personnel, allocating and training them, and
enforcing discipline. Promoted Wing Commander again, 20 September 1944. In November
1944 he was posted to No.6 Group as Senior Administrative Officer, Leeming, and finally to
No.6 Group Headquarters. In September 1945 he went to RCAF Overseas Record Office,
London and repatriated to Canada, 31 March 1946. To No.9 (Transport) Group, 9 April 1946.
To AFHQ, 3 September 1946. Served in postwar RCAF (19955) until retirement, 27 April 1962.
Reverted to Squadron Leader, 1 October 1946 but regained Wing Commander rank, 1
September 1947. RCAF photo PL-33575 (ex UK-16076 dated 26 October 1944) during Victory
Loan bond drive. DHist file 181.009 D.2619 (RG.24 Vol.20628) has recommendation forwarded
2 February 1945 to No.6 Group HQ.

Wing Commander Giguere has served with distinction first as Station
Administrative Officer and later Base Administrative Officer. His work has at all
times been characterized by a forcefulness and energy backed by long
administrative experience. He has cheerfully and willingly worked the long hours
demanded of him and no task beyond the normal call of duty has ever found him
wanting...

GIGUERE, W/C Joseph Hollis (C1997) - Officer, Order of the British Empire - Award effective 1
January 1946 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 155/46 dated 15 February 1946.
No citation to OBE found.

* %k %k k %k

GIGUERE, LAC Pierre Benoit (R55087) - Mention in Despatches - N0.9425 Servicing Echelon
(No.62 Base in AFRO) - Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and
AFRO 425/45 dated 9 March 1945. Born 13 November 1918. Home in Dorchester, Quebec.
Enlisted in Quebec City, 8 January 1940 for General Duties and posted to Rockcliffe. Promoted
AC1, 8 April 1940. Promoted LAC, 8 July 1940. To RCAF overseas, 20 August 1940. To No.112
(Army Cooperation) Squadron, 6 September 1940. To No.110 (Army Cooperation) Squadron, 21
January 1941. Remustered to Armourer, 1 July 1941. Promoted Corporal, 1 July 1942.
Repatriated 29 November 1945. To No.8 AOS, 7 January 1945. Retired 26 February 1945. No
citation in AFRO; DHist file 181.009 D.1719 (PAC RG.24 Vol.20606) has recommendation
forwarded 31 July 1944 confirming he was Armourer (Guns) and had served in Canada eight
months, North Africa 5 months, UK 40 months.



With always the interests of his fellow workers and the Service at heart, this
airman works conscientiously and tirelessly for long hours, maintaining his
cheerful and modest disposition under most trying circumstances. His superior
tradesmanship and bearing stand him out among others.

* %k 3k k %

GILBERSTAD, F/O Robert Arthur (J16352) - Commended for Valuable Services - No.7 EFTS,
Desford (AFRO gave unit only as “Overseas”) - Award effective 8 June 1944 as per London
Gazette of that date and AFRO 1729/44 dated 11 August 1944. Born 1 January 1919 in Port
Arthur; home in Winnipeg; enlisted there 12 March 1941. At No.1l Manning Depot, 12 March
to 10 April 1941; at No.1 ANS, Rivers, 11 April to 8 June 1941; at No.2 ITS, 9 June to 27 July 1941
(promoted LAC, 9 July 1941), at No.14 EFTS, Port Arthur, 28 July to 13 September 1941; at
No.11 SFTS, Yorkton, 14 September 1941 to 6 December 1941 (promoted Sergeant, 5
December 1941). To “Y” Depot, Halifax, 7 December 1941; at No.3 Personnel Reception Centre,
Bournemouth, 21 January 1942; to No.5 SFTS, 21 February 1942; to No.51 Group, 25 April 1942;
at No.7 EFTS, 26 April 1942 until 3 April 1944 as instructor (commissioned 28 November 1942;
promoted Flying Officer, 28 May 1943); to No.7 (Pilots) Advanced Flying Unit, 7 April 1944; to
No.61 OTU, 30 May 1944; to No.83 Group, 3 August 1944; to No.411 Squadron, 14 August
1944; promoted Flight Lieutenant, 28 November 1944; from the continent to UK, 31 March
1945; to Canada, 2 May 1945; released 7 September 1945. Died in Vancouver, 2 July 1986 as
per British Columbia Vital Statistics. Photo PL-42921 shows him as member of No.411
Squadron. Photo PL-42923 (ex UK-19856) dated 29 March 1945 is captioned as follows: “At
readiness at a forward airfield in Holland are these fighter pilots. Left to right they are, F/L Jack
Boyle, London, Ontario and Toronto, F/O C.D. Wilson, Hamilton, Ontario, F/O A.D. McNiece,
Montreal, F/L R.A. Gilberstad, Winnipeg and Norwood, Manitoba.” No citation.

While at No.7 EFTS he damaged Tiger Moth T7809 (12 July 1942); engine stopped during badly
executed aerobatics followed by forced landing. As of 16 April 1945 he reported having flown
178 hours 45 minutes on operations, 1,732 hours 50 minutes non-operational, 138 combat
sorties up to 28 March 1945. His flying times on types overseas were as follows: Tiger Moth
(2,599 hours 25 minutes), Master (55 hours 30 minutes) and Spitfire (256 hours 40 minutes).
Aerial claims as follows: one FW.190 destroyed plus one FW.190 damaged, 29 December 1944
in Rheine area. In addition he claimed 12 MET destroyed and 19 damaged, five locomotives
destroyed and 13 damaged, railway rolling stock of four destroyed and 39 damaged, and other
vehicles, one destroyed and seven damaged.

On 10 April 1944, while at No.7 EFTS, he was assessed as follows:

Pleasant and cheerful disposition. In addition to doing well as a flying instructor



he has done excellent work as salvage oicer at this unit. A hard working and
capable officer, service outlook well developed. Should do well as an
operational pilot.

* %k 3k k X

GILBERT, F/L Anson Edward (J85413) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.428 Squadron - Award
effective 5 February 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 February 1945 and AFRO 563/45
dated 29 March 1945. Born 23 February 1924 in Hamilton, Ontario; home in Aurora. Enlisted in
Toronto, 7 May 1942 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.4 Manning Depot, 2 July
1942. To No.5 ITS, 18 September 1942; promoted LAC, 5 December 1942; to No.10 EFTS, 28
December 1942; to No.9 SFTS, 20 March 1943; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 9 July 1943.
To “Y” Depot, 23 July 1943; to United Kingdom, 2 August 1943. Commissioned 13 March 1944,
Promoted Flying Officer and Acting Flight Lieutenant, 10 September 1944. Repatriated 8
December 1944. Released 20 March 1945. Died at Penetanguishene, Ontario, 27 April 2009. No
citation other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of
which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty." DHist
file 181.009 D.3260 (RG.24 Vo0l.20637) has recommendation dated 29 October 1944 when he
had flown 33 sorties (179 hours 25 minutes), 31 May to 25 October 1944. Incidents described
were either 24 or 25 July (Stuttgart) and 27 September (Bottrop).

This officer has shown a high degree of courage, skill and initiative throughout
his tour of operations. Of his 33 sorties, 16 were on major targets, all heavily
defended, and he displayed dogged determination to press home the attack
despite opposition. On one occasion, on an attack on Stuttgart, his aircraft was
attacked four times by enemy fighters and it was badly holed by flak on the
Bottrop raid. On both occasions he carried on to the target and bombed
successfully. His courage and determination have been an inspiration to the
squadron.

The sortie list was as follows:

31 May 1944 - Boulogne (3.45)
5 June 1944 - Marville (5.40)

6 June 1944 - Coutances (5.25)
5 July 1944 - Gardening (5.40)
18 July 1944 - Wesseling (5.25)
20 July 1944 - L'Hey (3.40)

23 July 1944 - Kiel (5.25)

24 July 1944 - Stuttgart (8.40)



25 July 1944 - Stuttgart (8.50)

28 July 1944 - Hamburg (5.35)

1 August 1944 - Acquet (4.25)

3 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (4.35)
4 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (4.40)
5 August 1944 - St. Leu (4.45)

7 August 1944 - Mer de Magna (4.15)
16 August 1944 - Stettin (8.10)

18 August 1944 - Bremen (6.20)

25 August 1944 - Russelheim (8.35)
27 August 1944 - Mimoyecques (3.35)
29 August 1944 - Stettin (9.25)

6 September 1944 - Emden (4.20)

10 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.25)
17 September 1944 - Boulogne (4.05)
20 September 1944 - Calais (3.15)

25 September 1944 - Calais (4.35)

26 September 1944 - Calais (4.00)

27 September 1944 - Bottrop (6.00)
28 September 1944 - Cap Gris Nez (3.45)
14 October 1944 - Duisburg (5.25)

15 October 1944 - Wilhelmshaven (5.05)
19 October 1944 - Stuttgart (6.40)

23 October 1944 - Essen (5.30)

25 October 1944 - Essen (5.30)
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GILBERT, S/L Charles Henry Edward (C6984) - Mention in Despatches - Western Air Command
Headquarters - Western Air Command Headquarters - Award effective 2 February 1946 as per
Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 280/46 dated 15 March 1946. Born 5 March 1898.
Enlisted in Toronto, 16 July 1940 as a Disciplinarian. To “H”, 28 September 1940. Promoted
Corporal, 1 October 1940. To No.1 WS, 21 January 1941. Promoted Sergeant, 1 April 1941.
Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 July 1941. Commissioned as Flying Officer and reclassified Provost
and Security Service, 1 September 1941. To No.16 SFTS, 2 January 1942. Promoted Flight
Lieutenant, 1 June 1943. To Western Air Command, 22 September 1943. Promoted Squadron
Leader, 1 December 1944. To “A”, 18 September 1945. To Release Centre, 1 January 1946;
retired 8 January 1946. Died 13 December 1957.



This officer has discharged most important duties over a long period in a
superior manner. He has shown exceptional qualities of organization and
administration in his work and a tireless effort in carrying through arduous duties
often at a sacrifice of his off-duty hours. This officer has been given
responsibilities over and above those normally required of an officer of his rank,
which responsibilities he has consistently discharged in a most efficient manner.
His exemplary conduct and outstanding devotion to duty have proven an
inspiration to all those with whom he comes in contact.

* %k k k% %

GILBERT, F/L George Frederick (C1291) - Air Force Cross - No.4 Repair Depot - Award effective
28 May 1943 as per London Gazette dated 2 June 1943 and AFRO 1459/43 dated 30 July 1943.
Born at Yorkton, Saskatchewan, 1 January 1909. Projectionist (1929-1939); also Service Man
and Pilot (1929-1939). In 1931 obtained Air Engineer License “C”; ungraded to Air Engineer “A”
in 1933. Enlisted in Camp Borden, 3 October 1939; commissioned as Flying Officer that date.
To Trenton, 12 December 1939. To Rivers, date uncertain. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1
January 1941. To Pennfield Ridge, 22 August 1941 for course in Air Navigation where he flew
Ansons; “Below average; knows more than the results of exams show. Suffers from inability to
explain clearly and concisely. Would not make an instructor.” To Rivers, 21 October 1941. To
No.4 Repair Depot, Scoudouc, 2 February 1942, assuming post of Chief Test Pilot. Thereafter he
was in almost constant motion on Temporary Duty to points from Trenton to Old Orchard and
place in the Maritimes. Typical would be the period 28 September 1943 (Scoudouc-Dartmouth
and return), 29 September 1943 (Scoiudouc-Moncton and return), 18 October 1943 (Scoudouc-
Trenton), 19 October 1943 (Trenton-Scoudouc) and 27 October 1943 (Scoudouuc-Pennfield
Ridge-Dartmouth-Scoudouc). Helped salvage Anson L7054 of No.34 OTU which landed in a field,
Trescott, Maine, January 1943, in a snowstorm. Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 December 1943.
To Scoudouc, 14 July 1945. To No.6 Release Centre, Regina, 5 September 1945. Released 7
September 1945. Died in Victoria, 27 July 1974.

This officer has shown exceptional devotion to duty and competency as Chief
Test and Communication pilot at this unit since February 1942. He has tested as
many as eight different types of medium and heavy training and operational
aircraft in one day. He has also been outstanding in flying in crashed aircraft,
temporarily repaired, from small fields, thereby effecting a saving of thousands
of hours of mechanics' time. He has always displayed fearless determination to
complete his allotted task.

Original recommendation raised 11 February 1943 by S/L E.L. Atkinson (initials not clear) when
Gilbert had flown approximately 1,500 commercial hours, 1,550 hours with RCAF including 500



hours with No.4 Repair Depot.

This officer has shown exceptional devotion to duty and competency as Chief
Test and Communication pilot at this unit since 3™ February 1942. He has tested
as hight as eight different types of medium and heavy training and operational
aircraft in one day; also has also been outstanding in flying in crashed aircraft,
temporarily repaired, from small fields from which other pilots stated they could
not be flown, thereby effecting a saving of thousands of hours of mechanics'
time.

W/C M.L Colp endorsed this the same day. Further endorsed, 24 February 1943 by the Air
Officer Commanding, Eastern Air Command.

NOTE: The nature of his work is clear from the many flying incidents in his career. These
included the following: 24 March 1942, Finch 4113, engine failed, forced landing and aircraft
turned over in deep snow; 26 May 1942, Bolingbroke 9046, Aircraft and Engine Test, brakes
defective when landing, ran off runway, nosing up in rough ground; “ineffective brake action,
discovered point where going around again hazardous this type of aircraft due inability to
regain climbing speed short distance, runway short and obstructions both ends.”; 16 June
1942, Hudson V AM764, retraction test, starboard undercarriage leg collapsed and propeller
touched ground, but he kept the wing tip up and maintained straightforward movement until
the wing finally touched and aircraft swung; 3 February 1943, Anson | AX239, delivery flight
from salvage to No.31 GRS, Charlottetown, following forced landing at emergency field he
turned off runway into soft snow, tail rose and wood propeller broke; 26 May 1943, Hurricane
BW835, Aircraft and Engine Test, taxying for takeoff, aircraft swung in gusty wind, brake
ineffective and slight damage caused; 1 July 1943, Hurricane 6725, Aircraft and Engine Test,
engine faltered on takeoff, picked up again, then almost totally failed, so he closed controls,
touched down, ran of runway and overturned causing Category "B" damage; 16 July 1943,
Canso 9821, Aircraft and Engine Test with full crew, while landing all crew assured him it was
fine but flight engineer had failed to check landing gear and the aircraft touched down with
wheels up, flight engineer grounded and Gilbert's log book endorsed; 22 March 1944, solo in
Ventura V 2159, salvage flight with gear down, but eight minutes into flight the starboard
engine almost totally failed and he had to retract undercarriage to maintain height, after which
he found no fuel pressure in main tank, and switched to main rear tank which had only five
gallons; landed Scoudouc with the port engine nacelle smoking; blame placed on numerous
technical failures.

RCAF Press Release 2355 dated 25 October 1943 reads as follows:

Back in the boom days of 1929, when a number of “intrepid fliers” were



establishing “first” flights from this point to that on the earth’s surface, George
Frederick Gilbert of Yorkton, Saskatchewan was bitten by the aviation bug.

He and his uncle secured plans for a Russell parasol type monoplane from an
aeronautical magazine and slowly constructed the tricky aircraft, which was little
more than a motorcycle engine with wings.

With the barest fundamentals of the theory of flight to go on, Fred Gilbert
“checked” himself out solo on his first hop. The craft crashed while taking off,
due to the inexperience of its pilot and, no doubt, faulty construction.

Shortly after they had laid the remains of the “crate” away in a dark corner of
the garage, Fred moved to nearby Melville and decided to take up aviation
seriously. “Seriously” meant driving 200 miles to the Regina Flying Club on four
successive Sundays, on the third of which he went solo under the practiced
teaching of Roland J. Groom - who held No.1 Commercial Flying Certificate for
Canada. On the fourth he put in three hours of solo flying and obtained his
license. That was in the days before a pilot had to pile up 100 flying hours to
secure a commercial ticket.

Flight Lieutenant Fred Gilbert flies practically every type of aircraft used in
Canada - in all stages of repair - and just as he “checked” himself out on the little
Russell monoplane 14 years ago, he now more often than not familiarizes
himself with strange types by flying them solo without any preliminary
instruction on their peculiar habits.

Since he was posted to No.4 RCAF Repair Depot over a year ago, Fred has flown
20 different makes of aircraft and 56 different types - a type being a modified
version of an existing make. His log book records a total of 3,300 hours in the air.
One entry shows that in one day he flew ten different types, ranging from a light
single-engined Fleet trainer to a big twin-engined Canso patrol amphibian
weighing many tons.

When an Air Force plane in Eastern Air Command needs repairs which cannot be
made at its own air station, it goes to No.4 Repair Depot either under its own
power or on rails or a trailer truck. At times several hundred assorted types of
airplanes jam the concrete aprons and overflow on to the airfield there. Gilbert -
or his assistant, Warrant Officer T. Lanham, Moncton, New Brunswick - has to
test-fly every one of these before it can be certified “serviceable” once more.



Gilbert is frequently called out by the salvage crews to fly damaged planes out of
swamps, off country roads or many other difficult locations. In such cases he
uses just enough gas to fly to the nearest airfield so the craft will be light for
take-off. Its damaged parts are patched, taped, wired together to make it
airworthy for just a short hop. Once he took off on two three-foot wide
duckwalks, with a deep draining ditch on either side.

“Service flying over Europe has demonstrated that aircraft can be flown
hundreds of miles after being shot full of holes,” says Gilbert. A few years ago
the hottest test pilot probably wouldn’t have flown some of the machines that
are brought in here under their own power - but times have changed.”

One of the hardest things about his job, he says, is to keep from forming habits.
When a pilot climbs into a machine he flies regularly he automatically reaches
here for the hydraulic undercarriage release, there for the “boost” pressure
plunger and some place else again for the throttle. But the position of gadgets
vary in different aircraft. On the larger planes, that cockpit drill is a nightmare to
the green pilot, but Gilbert can hop out of a Hurricane, into a Tiger Moth trainer,
then into a Hudson bomber, and reach for the controls in the right spots every
time.

After he had learned to fly, Gilbert bought a second-hand Avro Avian light plane
which he used for charter flying, while continuing with his radio and garage
business on week days. In 1937 he sold it and went to Vancouver where he
instructed at Gilbert’s Flying Service, an aviation school and charter firm owned
by another air-minded uncle of his. In October 1939 he joined the RCAF.

He was staff pilot at an Air Navigation School for a time, teaching fledgling
navigators to find their way around without getting lost; then, after several
courses at Camp Borden and Trenton, came to No.4 Repair Depot.

The Gilbert’s are a flying family. His wife flies, and his three children had all been
up for a flight before they were six weeks old.

Assessments: His posting to No.4 Repair Depot had interesting antecedents. Initially a staff
pilot at No.1 ANS, Rivers, he was described on 15 December 1940 as follows: “As staff pilot and
flight commander this officer performs his duty very satisfactorily at No.1 ANS. Recommended
for promotion to Flight Lieutenant. Professional; relatively above average.”

On 11 June 1941, W/C F.R. Miller wrote, “A staff pilot and flight commander. Not particularly



gifted but a steady pilot who will carry out instructions. Appearance and bearing only average.
Is interested in station activities.

On 7 December 1941 G/C A. Lewis wrote a scathing assessment: “This officer has neither the
qualifications nor ability to acquit himself of the responsibility of his rank. Quite a Senior Flight
Lieutenant and should, by reason of his seniority, be second in command of the Flying Squadron
and should most certainly be second in command of a Flight, but in the interests in the
efficiency of this Station he is not being employed even in the latter capacity. Has been
intemperate in use of liquor, untidy in his dress and appearance, and most definitely has not
been a good example to his subordinates. Has not displayed the tact required of a commander
with result he has become unpopular with those over whom he has exerted authority.
Behaviour in regard to liquor has improved during past few weeks, as result of warning given by
CO. CO cannot see fit to give this officer any command; therefore considered in the interest of
the officer concerned he be posted to No.2 ANS, where he will come under command of his
former CO who must have een satisfied with his work, and under whom he obtained his
promotion.”

As of 22 January 1942, No.2 ANS was not interested in him as a Flight Lieutenant (suggested he
might be acceptable if he reverted to Flying Officer “because he is, apparently, a capable
pilot”). Admitted that he “lacks ability to handle men or to associate amicably with brother
officers.” It was suggested he be posted to a Ferry or Communication Flight.

At No.4 Repair Depot he was an immediate success, as the report of 12 May 1942 showed:
“This officer has given satisfaction since being posted to this unit as Test Pilot, which has
included general transportation and ferrying. He has qualified on six additional types of aircraft
recently to enable him to test all types passing through this Depot. He has proven to be
reliable, ambitious and keenly interested in all matters pertaining to flying, and willing to take
on additional duties. Perhaps lacking in knowledge of General Service Procedure, apart from
Flying Regulations. To date his deportment has been considered satisfactory apart from a
certain degree of carelessness in the matter of dress, of which he has been advised. The
remarks of his previous CO on his confidential file are appreciated, and it is felt that he has
shown improvement.” (W/C M.L. Colp).

Thereafter his assessments were good, even when relations with other officers were strained.
On 27 November 1943, W/C L.D. Wickwire (Chief Engineer Officer) wrote, “Very thorough in his
work, careful of detail with a good knowledge of airframe and engine technical characteristics.”
On 29 November 1943, G/C M.L. Colp added, “This officer’s Engineering Qualifications have
proven a real asset in his present position as Chief Test Pilot. His deportment since arriving at
this unit has been very good. Recommended for promotion to the rank of Squadron Leader,
whether classified as accelerated or ordinary promotion.”



As of 6 February 1945, G/C M.G. Doyle was supporting his continued retention by the RCAF, age
notwithstanding, in his capacity as Officer Commanding, Test Servicing Flight and Chief Test
Pilot at No.4 Repair Depot: “”It is considered that the safety and efficient operation of aircraft
in this Operational Command is greatly dependent on the retention of S/L Gilbert’s services,
and until this Command is given an equally qualified replacement to whom could be entrusted,
with equal assurance, the responsibility of supervising the testing of the aircraft used in this
Command, it is considered necessary that S/L Gilbert’s services be retained.”

* %k k k% %

GILBERT, F/O Grant Lester (J28892) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.405 Squadron - Award
effective 10 May 1945 as per London Gazette dated 22 May 1945 and AFRO 1147/45 dated 13
July 1945. Born 21 April 1922 at Plommer, Ontario; home in Sault Ste.Marie; educated there
ans New York Institute of Photography. Employed in Sault Ste. Marie as laboratory assistant
for Abitibi Paper, 1941-1942 and Tomlinson’s Construction Company, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia
(oiler, 1942). Enlisted in North Bay, 18 September 1942 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot,
Toronto. To No.6 ITS, 10 January 1943; graduated and promoted LAC, 19 March 1943 but not
posted to No.1 BGS, Jarvis until 4 April 1943; graduated 26 June 1943 and posted next day to
No.4 AOS, London; graduated and commissioned 6 August 1943. Posted that date to “Y”
Depot, Halifax. Embarked from Halifax, 26 August 1943. Disembarked in Britain, 1 September
1943. To No.9 (Observer) AFU, 26 October 1943. To No.24 OTU, 14 December 1943. Promoted
Flying Officer, 6 February 1944. To No.61 Base, 24 March 1944. Attached to Dalton Battle
School, 24 March to 2 April 1944. Attached to No.1664 Conversion Unit, 2 April to 6 May 1944.
To No.429 Squadron, 6 May 1944. To No.405 Squadron, 6 August 1944. Attached to Night
Training Unit, 27 September to 11 October 1944. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 16 February
1945. Repatriated via Lachine, 8 April 1945. To No.1 Air Command, Trenton, 17 April 1945. To
No.6 Repair Depot, Trenton, 19 May 1945 (station adjutant). To No.4 Release Centre,9 August
1945. Released 10 August 1945. Rejoined RCAF, 9 April 1946 (service number 20354) in rank of
Flying Officer. Attended course of instruction, No.1 Composite Training School, Toronto, 15
April to 10 June 1946 when assessed that he was not suitable for administrative duty. To
Station Trenton, 28 July 1946 where he attended School of Flying Control. To Headquarters,
No.1 Air Command, Trenton, 23 February 1947. To No.1 Flying Training School, Centralia, 25
February 1947 (Station Armament Officer and Flying Control Officer). Transferred to Station
Centralia, 1 April 1947 (Flying Control duties). To Station Chatham, 7 August 1949 (Flying
Control and officer in charge of Search and Rescue). Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 July 1953.
Finally reclassified in Flying Control Branch, 28 August 1953. To Training Command
Headquarters, Trenton, 3 October 1953 (Senior Controller). To Station Trenton, 7 August 1956
(Senior Controller). To No.2 (Fighter) Wing, Grostenquin, 4 June 1959 (Flying Control officer and
Radar Approach Controller). To Station Bagotville, 6 July 1963 (deplaned in Trenton 7 July 1963)



where he was Senior Air Traffic Control Officer. To Air Transport Command Headquarters, 2
August 1964 (Officer Commanding, Rescue Coordination Centre, Deputy Staff Officer Air
Services, Member of CFHQ Air Traffic Control Technical Study Team). Retired 7 November 1969
to Carrying Place, Ontario. Died in Toronto, 30 November 1993. No citation other than
"completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably
displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty". Public Records Office Air
2/9070 has recommendation dated 20 February 1945 when he had flown 50 sorties (241 hours
three minutes), 22 May 1944 to 14 February 1945.

22 May 1944 - Le Mans (5.30)

31 May 1944 - Au Fevre (5.15)

7 June 1944 - Paris (4.50)

10 June 1944 - Versailles (5.15)

16 June 1944 - Pas de Calais (4.35)

21 June 1944 - Pas de Calais (4.40)

24 June 1944 - Bonnetot (4.25)

25 June 1944 - Gorenflos (4.05)

27 June 1944 - Wizernes (3.45)

28 June 1944 - Metz (6.30)

4 July 1944 - Villeneuve St.George (6.00)

18 July 1944 - Caen (4.45)

19 July 1944 - Wesselring (5.30)

20 July 1944 - Fermes du Grand Bois (3.35)

24 July 1944 - L'Hey (3.30)

25 July 1944 - Stuttgart (8.15)

28 July 1944 - Hamburg (5.30)

30 July 1944 - Normandy (4.05)

1 August 1944 - L'Hey (3.05)

3 August 1944 - Hazenbrouck (3.30)

27 August 1944 - Homberg/Leurbeck (3.05)

29 August 1944 - Stettin (8.30)

6 September 1944 - Emden (3.55)

12 September 1944 - Wanne Eickel (3.25)

27 September 1944 - Bottrop (3.20)

6 October 1944 - Sterkrade (3.10)

11 October 1944 - Fort Frederick Hendrick (2.15)

14 October 1944 - Duisburg (4.00)

15 October 1944 - Wilhelmshaven (4.00)

19 October 1944 - Stuttgart (5.15)

23 October 1944 - Essen (4.10)

26 October 1944 - Homberg/Leurbeck (3.25)



28 October 1944 - Walcheren (2.00)
16 November 1944 - Julich (3.45)

18 November 1944 - Wanne Eickel (4.25)
21 November 1944 - Castrop (4.25)

2 December 1944 - Hagen (5.30)

4 December 1944 - Urft Dam (4.05)

6 December 1944 - Merseburg (6.15)
17 December 1944 - Ulm (5.55)

4 January 1945 - Saarbrucken (4.45)

5 January 1945 - Hannover (5.05)

16 January 1945 - Zeitz (6.50)

28 January 1945 - Stuttgart (5.35)

1 February 1945 - Mannheim (5.25)

2 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (4.05)
7 February 1945 - Cleve (3.40)

8 February 1945 - Wanne Eickel (3.55)
13 February 1945 - Bohlen (6.50)

14 February 1945 - Chemnitz (7.10)

Flying Officer Gilbert is one of the most able Bomb Aimers on the squadron. In
spite of the many hazardous and difficult tasks he has been asked to undertake,
his zeal and energy in the performance of his duties have been unfailing. Flying
Officer Gilbert has contributed in a very large measure to the successes achieved
on many operational sorties.

Notes: Attended No0.1664 Conversion Unit, 3 April to 2 May 1944. Crewed were J25956 F/O
D.A. McNaughton (captain, later DFC), J27491 F/O V.J. Small (havigator), J28892 F/O G.L
Gilbert (bomb aimer, later DFC), R119130 Warrant Officer T.W. McEachern (WOP, later DFC),
621781 Sergeant R.A. Forsdyke (RAF flight engineer, later commissioned and DFC), R254704
Sergeant K.A.T. Harper (mid-upper gunner) and R201917 Sergeant P.F. Hunt (rear gunner, later
commissioned and awarded DFC). Gilbert dropped nine practice bombs by day, took 31 astro
shots on ground and nine in air. Spent two hours 45 minutes in Link,. Rated above average,
“Very capable and efficient.”

Repatriation form dated 21 March 1945 stated he had flown 53 sorties (244 hours 30 minutes),
the last being on 2 March 1945. Non-operational flying was 250 hours 40 minutes. Types
experienced were Anson (51.20), Whitley (76.15), Halifax Il, lll and V (154.30) and Lancaster lII
(213.05).

Commendation:



Following searches for Mustang and Vampire aircraft from No.1 (Fighter) Operational Training
Unit, Chatham, the following Letter of Commendation was drafted, 22 January 1952, by W/C
R.C. Wilson, Commanding Officer of that unit:

1. During the recent search for two RCAF aircraft missing from this base 4
January - 17 January 1952, the above-noted officer who is the Senior Flying
Control Officer and Officer Commanding Search and Rescue Unit carried out his
duties in an extremely commendable manner.

2. Flying Officer Gilbert was on leave at the time of the first accident and he
returned to duty immediately and organized a 24 hour watch in the Control
Tower and alerted SAR personnel and vehicles. During the course of the next 13
days, he led the SAR teams on all the ground searches day and night under
difficult and often hazardous conditions. Twice, he led the stand-by team after
being out the previous day and night with the regular team. He effectively
organized civilian search parties under the local RCMP and at all times displayed
a willingness to work long arduous hours, initiative in the handling of his
personnel and equipment and a creditable aggressive spirit.

3. It is considered that Flying Officer Gilbert has organized an effective SAR unit
and has displayed those qualities which reflect with considerable credit on the
RCAF.

Further to the above, an except from a letter (W/C P.S. Turner, Station Chatham to Air Officer
Commanding, Air Defence Command, 21 March 1952) is worth noting:

In March 1952, a party of three senior officers from the Protective and
Emergency Kit Committee, AFHQ, visited this Station and went through the SAR
Unit which Flying Officer Gilbert has organized and set up during the past two
years. Their comments were very praiseworthy and they went on record as
saying that this SAR Unit was the finest that they has seen in Canada. This
statement is all the more commendable when it is realized that there is no
establishment for the SAR equipment and personnel and the entire organization
is the result of the energy and hard work on the part of Flying Officer Gilbert.

Selected Assessments
Assessment dated 23 March 1945 noted he had flown 140.15 in past six months. “An above

average officer and although inclined to become excitable carried out good work in the air and
on the ground.” (S/L R.S. Boast).



“This officer is above the average on knowledge of tower equipment and in improvising
equipment for a job when the ideal equipment is not available. He is unfortunately
handicapped by a lack of tact when dealing with allied services and in his controlling of air
traffic. His manner may be due to the fact that he has long desired the pilots course and seems
to have formed a complex when dealing with pilots.” (F/L K. Ogilvie, Centralia, 15 June 1948)

“Flying Officer Gilbert tries very hard to successfully carry out his duties. Unfortunately, his
manner is at times tactless. Nevertheless, while his approach to a problem may be unorthodox,
he does exhibit keenness, and is vitally interested in the welfare of his particular section. He
takes an active part in mess functions and is popular with his associates. Flying Officer Gilbert’s
staff duties are slightly below average, especially when writing to superior authority; his letters
appear to be abrupt and lacking in tone. Possibly Flying Officer Gilbert could be better
employed as a ‘survival instructor’, a trade in which he has displayed considerable ability. Not
recommended for a permanent commission.” (S/L R.T.P. Davidson, Station Chatham, 18
December 1950).

“Flying Officer Gilbert is outstanding as Senior Flying Control Officer and has few equals in
knowledge and ability in ground search and rescue operations. He has shown above average
ability in the organization, supervision and leadership required for the position of Senior Flying
Control Officer and ground search master. This officer’s deportment, service attitude and sense
of responsibility are above reproach. Strongly recommended for promotion.” (S/L W.W. Fox,
Station Chatham, 17 February 1953)

“This officer has worked hard to overcome his previous deficiency (lack of tact) with the result
he is now working much better with others. It is felt he will improve further in this regard
providing he continues to work at it. Flight Lieutenant Gilbert continues to add improvements
to the Rescue Coordination Centre, all of which have increased the efficiency of the centre. He
still has some difficulty in expressing himself on paper, but is improving all the time through
constant practice on the subject.” (S/L R.H. Strouts, Training Command Headquarters, Trenton,
2 March 1955).

“Flight Lieutenant Gilbert is a competent and reliable officer. His extensive trade experience has
been invaluable to the Senior Flying Control Officer with the result that operating conditions
within the section have been greatly improved. He is a perfectionist, outspoken and rather set
in his ways. This combination has resulted in minor friction between this officer and the pilots.
However, he remains a conscientious and capable controller. He is an excellent administrator
and has performed the duties of Deputy Senior Flying Control Officer in a creditable manner.

He recently completed a 12-month tour as President of the Messes and Institutes Audit Board
and his efforts have been rated as excellent by the Senior Administrative Officer. Suitable for
promotion.” (S/LR.V. Virr, 2 Fighter Wing, 29 December 1960).
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GILBERT, F/O Joseph Evangeliste Josaphat (J26356) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.425
Squadron - Award effective 5 February 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 February 1945
and AFRO 563/45 dated 29 March 1945. Born 17 June 1915 at Jackman, Maine; home in
Quebec City. Enlisted in Quebec City, 6 July 1942. To No.5 Manning Depot, 21 July 1942. To
No.9 BGS, 11 September 1942. To No.3 ITS, 24 October 1942. Promoted LAC, 31 December
1942. To No.7 BGS, 23 January 1943; graduated and commissioned 14 May 1943. To “Y”
Depot, 28 May 1943. To United Kingdom, 22 June 1943. Later at No.22 OTU. Repatriated 5
August 1945. Released 13 September 1945. No citation other than "completed... numerous
operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost
fortitude, courage and devotion to duty." DHist file 181.009 D.1730 (PAC RG.24 Vo0l20607) has
recommendation dated 27 October 1944, when he had flown 33 operations (154 hours 40
minutes).

A keen and outstanding navigator of a bomber aircraft, Flying Officer Gilbert has
contributed largely to the good bombing results and safe return of his crew
throughout his first tour of operations over very heavily defended targets.

On the night of August 10th, 1944, when detailed to attack Kiel, the aircraft was
struck by lightning and all navigation equipment was rendered unserviceable.
Undaunted by these adverse flying conditions, this officer, after two hours of
flight, had navigated directly to the target, made possible accurate bombing and
a safe landing home. On many other occasions when over enemy territory,
Flying Officer Gilbert has displayed exceptional gallantry and outstanding
devotion to duty which have been an inspiration to the members of his crew.

The sortie list was as follows:

10 May 1944 - Ghent (4.10)

22 May 1944 - Le Mans (5.10)

27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (5.00)
31 May 1944 - Au Fevre (4.25)

2 June 1944 - Neufchatel (5.45)

5 June 1944 - Houlgate (5.25)

6 June 1944 - Coutrances (5.50)

7 June 1944 - Acheres (4.55)

21 June 1944 - St. Martin (4.45)

23 June 1944 - Bientques (4.00)



24 June 1944 - Bamieres (3.55)

27 June 1944 - Foret d’Eary (4.10)

1 July 1944 - Biennais (3.55)

3 July 1944 - Biennais (4.15)

7 July 1944 - Caen (4.20)

17 July 1944 - Caen A.1 (4.10)

18 July 1944 - Wesseling (6.10)

20 July 1944 - Ferme-du-Forestel (4.05)
24 July 1944 - Ferfay (4.00)

28 July 1944 - Hamburg (6.15)

30 July 1944 - Amaye-sur-Seulles (4.30)
3 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (5.40)
14 August 1944 - Bons Tassily (4.30)

15 August 1944 - Brussels (4.00)

16 August 1944 - Kiel (6.00)

28 August 1944 - Ferfay (3.25)

3 September 1944 - Volkel (4.05)

11 September 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (5.25)
13 September 1944 - Osnabruck (4.35)
27 September 1944 - Bottrop (6.00)

30 September 1944 - Sterkrade (5.15)
14 October 1944 - Duisburg (5.25)

14 October 1944 - Duisburg (5.50)
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GILBERTSON, S/L Forbes Sangster (J21299) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.414 Squadron -
Awarded as of 27 April 1945 as per London Gazette dated 8 May 1945 and AFRO 966/45 dated
8 June 1945. Born in Montreal, 8 March 1921; home in Toronto (service station attendant).
Enlisted in Toronto, 18 April 1941 as Radio Mechanic. To No.1 Manning Depot, 18 May 1941.
To University of Western Ontario, 13 June 1941. Remustered for aircrew, 6 October 1941 and
posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.1 ITS, 23 November 1941; promoted LAC, 22 January
1942; to No.3 EFTS, 22 January 1942; to No.14 SFTS, 11 April 1942; graduated and
commissioned 31 July 1942. To No.1 GRS, 28 August 1942. “Y” Depot, 14 November 1942. To
RAF overseas, 21 November 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 31 January 1943. Promoted Flight
Lieutenant, 31 July 1944. Promoted Squadron Leader, 9 April 1945. Repatriated 19 May 1945.
Retired 22 June 1945.

During the last nine months Squadron Leader Gilbertson has completed
numerous tactical reconnaissance photographic and artillery reconnaissances.



He has throughout achieved outstanding success despite adverse weather and
strong opposition from the enemy defences. This officer's operational ability
together with his fine fighting spirit has set a magnificent example which has
been reflected in the efficiency of the flight which he commands.

RCAF press release 5785 drafted 7 April 1945 describes the work of RCAF tactical
reconnaissance pilots and includes the following:

Returning from a photographic reconnaissance mission, F/L F.S. Gilbertson (790
Eglinton Avenue, Toronto), watched Allied heavy bombers plastering Viersen,
southeast of Venlo and decided to take some photographs for bomb damage
assessment purposes. Whilst circling the still smoking target he was hot by light
flak. He asked his number to see what had happened, and was told that his
rudder had been blown off. The elevators were jammed too, but he brought the
aircraft and the valuable photographs back to base.
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GILBERTSON, W/C Paul Adair (J3709) - Mention in Despatches - Station Dartmouth - Award
effective 21 April 1945 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 802/45 dated 11 May
1945. Born 13 July 1917. Home in Simcoe, Ontario; enlisted in Hamilton, 24 June 1940. To No.2
ITS, 30 June 1940; promoted LAC, 15 August 1940; to No.7 EFTS, 17 August 1940; to No.1 SFTS,
4 November 1940; commissioned 24 January 1941. To RAF, 23 February 1941 To Homr
Establishment, 18 April 1942. To Eastern Air Command, 4 May 1942. To No.125 (Fighter)
Squadron, 18 May 1942. To No.126 (Fighter) Squadron, 3 June 1942. Promoted Flight
Lieutenant, 1 July 1942. To No.127 (Fighter) Squadron, 27 November 1942. Promoted
Squadron Leader, 1 May 1943. To No0.129 (Fighter) Squadron, 11 January 1944 until 21
September 1944 when posted to Headquarters in Newfoundland. Promoted Wing
Commander, 1 December 1944. To Release Centre, 3 August 1945; retired 21 August 1945.
Died in Simcoe, Ontario, 24 March 1992 as per Airforce Magazine, issue of July-August-
September 1992.

This officer has filled his position of Wing Commander flying in a most efficient
manner. His cheerfulness and willingness to co-operate have been largely
responsible for the high standard of flying on his station. His qualities of
leadership are worthy of the highest praise.
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GILCHRIST, W/C Norman MclLeod (C2345) - Member, Order of the British Empire - AFHQ -



Award effective 13 June 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 660/46 dated 5 July
1946. Enlisted in Toronto, 10 July 1940 (Administrative Branch) and placed on strength of Air
Force Headquarters. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 15 May 1941. Promoted Squadron Leader,
15 June 1942. Promoted Wing Commander, 1 March 1945. To Release Centre, 16 July 1945.
Retired 27 July 1946.

Wing Commander Gilchrist has, throughout six years in the Royal Canadian Air
Force, rendered exceptionally meritorious service. This officer was entirely
responsible for the development of Royal Canadian Air Force bands and
entertainment units and, under his direction, they reached an exceptionally high
standard of proficiency. The Royal Canadian Air Force bands, through their
musical excellence, deportment and discipline, won the highest praise in Canada,
the United States and Overseas, and have brought great credit to the Royal
Canadian Air Force and to Canada. The personal efforts of Wing Commander
Gilchrist, who has shown outstanding ability and application to duty, have been a
major factor in maintaining the morale of the Royal Canadian Air Force at a high
level. For the past year, this officer has been in charge of the Special Services
Branch in the Directorate of Personnel during which time he has made a further
invaluable contribution to the Royal Canadian Air Force. Wing Commander
Gilchrist has sacrificed his own personal considerations for the good of the
service and, through his devotion to duty, untiring efforts and willingness to put
in long hours of overtime, this officer sets an excellent example.
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GILDNER, F/O Earl Norman (J28872) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No0.428 Squadron - Award
effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 25 September 1945 and AFRO
1768/45 dated 23 November 1945. Born 27 August 1921. Home in Kitchener, Ontario; enlisted
in London, Ontario, 1 July 1942. To No.5 Manning Depot, 30 July 1942. To No.16 SFTS (guad),
22 September 1942. To No.6 ITS, 27 December 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 5 March
1943 but not posted to No.4 AOS until 20 March 1943; graduated and commissioned, 6 August
1943. To “Y” Depot, 20 August 1943. To United Kingdom, 25 August 1943. Promoted Flying
Officer, 6 February 1944. Repatriated 1 June 1945. To No.1 WS, 14 July 1945. Retired 4
September 1945. Died in Stratford, Ontario, April 2001; see Kitchener-Waterloo Record of 14
April 2001. No citation other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the
course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to
duty." DHist file 181.009 D.1941 (RG.24 Vol.20612) has recommendation by S/L R.W. Swartz
dated 20 April 1945 when he had flown 27 sorties (183 hours 25 minutes). These began with
two sorties in No0.429 Squadron ( 12 and 14 July 1944); resumed operations with No.419
Squadron (14 trips, 6 October 1944 to 2 January 1945) and then switched to No.428 Squadron



(7 January to 13 April 1945).

This officer has displayed a high degree of courage and determination
throughout his tour. Although handicapped by illness, he has disregarded
personal feelings and carried out his duties with a fine record of achievement.
He has shown exceptional ability as a navigator and his efforts have been
invaluable to his pilot.

His devotion to duty, both in the air and on the ground, has been exceptional
and outstanding and it has contributed in a large measure to the efficiency of the
squadron as a whole.

The sortie list (which closely resembles that of P/O Leo William Bouvier) was as follows:

12 July 1944 - Acquet (4.45)

14 July 1944 - Anderbelk (3.55)

k 3k ok ok ok

4 October 1944 - Bergen (6.25)

6 October 1944 - Dortmund (6.15)

9 October 1944 - Bochum (6.15)

15 October 1944 - Wilhelmshaven (5.25)
19 October 1944 - Stuttgart (7.10)

30 October 1944 - Cologne (6.55)

1 November 1944 - Oberhausen (6.25)

2 November 1944 - Dusseldorf (6.25)

4 November 1944 - Bochum (5.20)

6 November 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (5.10)
30 November 1944 - Duisburg (6.30)

2 December 1944 - Hagen (7.25)

5 December 1944 - Soest (6.50)

21 December 1944 - Cologne (6.55)

28 December 1944 - Opladen (6.00)

30 December 1944 - Cologne (6.35)

2 January 1945 - Nuremberg (8.40)
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7 January 1945 - Munich (8.25)

2 February 1945 - Wiesbaden (7.15)

13 February 1945 - Dresden (9.30)

27 February 1945 - Mainz (7.30)

28 February 1945 - Neuss (2.55, recalled)
1 March 1945 - Mannheim (7.25)



7 March 1945 - Dessau (9.15)

12 March 1945 - Dortmund (6.50)

20 March 1945 - Hemmingstadt (5.10)
4 April 1945 - Merseburg (9.05)

10 April 1945 - Leipzig (8.45)

13 April 1945 - Kiel (5.45)
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GILES, F/O Harold Trevor (J46845) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.11 (BR) Squadron - Award
effective 7 July 1945 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 1291/45 dated 10 August
1945. Born in Gadsby, Alberta, 17 July 1922 (birth date from obituary). Home in Calgary;
enlisted there 12 September 1940. Trained at No.1 ITS (graduated 20 February 1941), No.12
EFTS (graduated 4 May 1941) and No.5 SFTS (graduated 1 September 1941). Remained in RCAF
(24341) until 14 February 1970. Died in Victoria, 26 February 1997. As of recommendation he
had flown 2,099 hours (995 operational, 192 sorties). No citation in AFRO other than "in
recognition of valuable services in the air." Following from DHist files:

Flying Officer Giles has completed two tours of operational flying over the North
Atlantic. In spite of adverse weather and trying conditions, he has invariably
shown great keenness, efficiency and devotion to duty in the execution of many
arduous sorties. Recently while engaged in transporting personnel across the
North Atlantic, his high sense of duty was shown when he established a record
number of trips completed under most trying conditions. He has been a splendid
example to his crew and this squadron.

* %k %k k %k

GILES, Sergeant Raymond George (R71729) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.161 Squadron
(Canada) - Award effective 21 April 1945 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 802/45
dated 11 May 1945. Born 13 June 1917. Enrolled in Toronto, 21 August 1940 as Aero Engine
Mechanic. To Technical Training School, St. Thomas, 18 September 1940. Promoted AC1, 1
February 1941. To No.11 (BR) Squadron, 5 February 1941. Promoted LAC, 1 July 1941. To “K”
(whatever that is), 4 July 1941. Promoted Corporal, 1 September 1942. To No.1 BGS, 9
November 1942. To No.5 SFTS, 8 December 1943. Remustered to aircrew (Flight Engineer), 15
January 1944 and posted to No.9 BGS that date; reported to have graduated 23 February 1944
but this date is suspect; to Eastern Air Command, 11 March 1944; to No.161 (BR) Squadron, 20
March 1944; promoted Sergeant, 15 April 1944 on qualifying as Flight Engineer. Promoted
Flight Sergeant, 15 January 1945. To Eastern Air Command Headquarters, 11 April 1945. To
Moncton, 12 April 1945. Retired 22 June 1945.Governor General's Records (RG.7 Group 26



Volume 58, file 190-I, dossier 6) has citation. When recommended he had flown 982 hours, 827
on operations (92 sorties).

This Sergeant has flown hundreds of operational hours over the North Atlantic
and Gulf of St.Lawrence areas on anti-submarine duties. Throughout these
sorties as flight engineer he has at all times displayed a high standard of skill and
his devotion to duty has been of the highest order. Keen and enthusiasticin all
he undertakes, he has contributed greatly to the high morale of his crew.
Throughout, he has set a splendid example of efficiency and zeal.
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GILL, P/O Frederick Allan (J89089) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.428 Squadron - Award
effective 6 January 1945 as per London Gazette dated 19 January 1945 and AFRO 508/45 dated
23 March 1945. Born in Brandon, Manitoba, 7 January 1923; home in Vancouver (mechanic).
Enlisted in Vancouver, 27 October 1942. Granted Leave Without Pay until 3 November 1942
when posted to No.3 Manning Depot. To No.2 WS, 8 January 1943; promoted LAC, 12 February
1943; to No.8 BGS, 21 August 1943; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 4 October 1943. To “Y”
Depot, 18 October 1943; taken on strength of No.3 PRC, 21 October 1943. Commissioned 16
August 1944. Repatriated 27 November 1944. To Western Air Command, 16 January 1945. To
No.6 OTU, 18 January 1945. To No.1 School of Flying Control, 5 February 1945. Promoted Flying
Officer, 16 February 1945. To Northwest Air Command, 21 April 1945. To Fort Nelson, 1 May
1945. To Moncton, 16 May 1945. To No.4 Repair Depot, 26 May 1945. To Scoudouc, 14 July
1945. To No.1 ANS, 29 October 1945. To Gander, 8 January 1946. To Eastern Air Command
Headquarters, 1 April 1946. Retired 21 June 1946. No citation other than
"completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably
displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty." DHist file 181.009 D.3260
(RG.24 Vol.20637) has recommendation dated 10 October 1944 when he had flown 34 sorties
(186 hours), 31 May to 27 September 1944. Recommendation gives number as J89158 (see P/O
J. Waddell, below).

This officer has proved himself to be an outstanding member of a gallant crew,
possessing great determination, initiative and skill. His co-operation, coolness
and devotion to duty have contributed in a large measure to the success of his
crew on their operational tour of 34 sorties, many on major targets such as
Bremen, Hamburg, Stettin, Stuttgart, Emden, Bottrop, Brunswick and
Russelheim.

For his outstanding ability and strong sense of duty | recommend the non-
immediate award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.



The sortie list was as follows:

31 May 1944 - Mount Couple (3.50)

1 June 1944 - Gardening (4.10)

3 June 1944 - Gardening (3.50)

5 June 1944 - Merville (5.50)

6 June 1944 - Coutances (5.25)

18 June 1944 - Gardening (3.55)

23 June 1944 - Gardening (6.50)

26 June 1944 - Gardening (5.45)

27 June 1944 - Gardening (5.55)

12 July 1944 - Acquet (4.30)

25 July 1944 - Stuttgart (9.45)

28 July 1944 - Hamburg (5.15)

1 August 1944 - Acquet (4.20, day)

3 August 1944 - lle d’Adam, Paris (4.55, day)
4 August 1944 - Bois de Casson (4.40, day)
5 August 1944 - St. Leu d’Esserent (5.10, day)
7 August 1944 - Mer de Magna, Caen (5.25)
8 August 1944 - Foret de Chantilly (5.15, day)
9 August 1944 - Coulonvilliers (4.05, day)
10 August 1944 - La Pallice (6.35)

12 August 1944 - Brunswick (6.10)

14 August 1944 - Falaise (4.50, day)

15 August 1944 - Soesterburg (4.35, day)
16 August 1944 - Stettin (8.50)

18 August 1944 - Bremen (5.50)

25 August 1944 - Russelheim (6.40)

28 August 1944 - Mimoyecques (3.30, day)
29 August 1944 - Stettin (8.50)

6 September 1944 - Emden (4.30, day)

10 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.25, day)
17 September 1944 - Boulogne (4.25, day)
18 September 1944 - Bomberg (5.40, day)
25 September 1944 - Calais (5.10, day)

27 September 1944 - Bottrop (5.30, day)
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GILL, FS Harry Lewis, (R64935) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.607 Squadron - Award
effective 17 March 1942 as per London Gazette dated 17 March 1943 and AFRO 611/42 dated
24 April 1942. Born in South Devon, New Brunswick, 9 May 1922; home there (labourer, Devon
Lumber Company, 1939 and service station attendant, 1939-1940 when laid off, after which he
became a bottle washer). Next of kin given as Mrs. Herbert Gill (born Mabel Leverington, born
Seeleys Bay, Ontario) and Herbert Spencer Gill (born South Devon, New Brunswick). Applied to
join RCA in February 1940 and advised to wait for aircrew intakes. Enlisted in Moncton, 22
August 1940. To No.1 Manning Depot, Toronto, 24 August 1940. To No.2 SFTS for guard duty, 3
September 1940. To No.1 ITS, Toronto, 9 November 1940. Promoted LAC, 10 December 1940;
posted that date to No.11 EFTS. Posted on 28 January 1941 to No.2 SFTS. Graduated from
No.2 SFTS, 10 April 1941 and promoted Sergeant. Posted to Embarkation Depot, Debert, Nova
Scotia, 21 April 1941. Embarked from Halifax, 24 April 1941. Taken on strength of No.3
Personnel Reception Centre, Bournemouth, 19 May 1941. Posted to No.55 OTU, 26 May 1941.
To No.124 Squadron, 14 July 1941. To No.607 Squadron, 15 July 1941. Promoted Flight
Sergeant, 1 November 1941. Proceeded with No.607 Squadron to India about 21 June 1942.
Promoted Warrant Officer, 1 May 1942. Killed in action, 17 January 1943 (Hurricane BN327)
while attacking four Ki.43 Oscar fighters. Chris Shores, Those Other Eagle, lists the following
victories: 23 December 1942, one Japanese Army 01 fighter destroyed plus three Army 97
bombers damaged, Gurusataung.

Since joining the squadron in July 1941, this airman has carried out several
offensive fighter patrols over enemy territory both by day and by night. Targets
attacked included power stations, large concentration distilleries and factories.
On one occasion Flight Sergeant Gill sighted two of our aircraft which had been
forced down onto the sea and remained over them until driven off by a
formation of enemy fighters. On 12th February 1942 this airman participated in
operations against a German battleship and their escorts and pressed home his
attack with great determination in the face of fierce enemy opposition. He
damaged at least one enemy motor vessel and one enemy aircraft. This airman
has always displayed initiative and keenness and has proved himself to be an
inspiration to his fellow pilots.

At No.1 ITS he took Mathematics (59 out of 100), Armament (Practical and Operations - 97 out
of 100), Visual Link Trainer (92 out of 100), Drill (85 out of 100) and Law and Discipline (90 out
of 100). Placed 94™ in a class of 198. Described as “Well recommended for pilot. Tried hard
throughout his Initial Course and fought hard for his pass marks.”

At No.11 EFTS he flew Fleet Finch (25 hours 20 minutes dual, 25 hours 45 minutes solo). As ca
pilot graded as “Slightly below average”. Also, “Methodical type. Once he gets something he
keeps it. With more experience should make a good reliable pilot. Can fly for long periods
without signs of fatigue. In a tight spot, he has a very slow reaction, and maybe would do



nothing to remedy the situation.” (P.M. Boisvert, Chief Flying Instructor). In Ground Training he
took Airmanship (143 out of 200), Airframes (148 out of 200), Aero Engines (157 out of 200),
Signals (37 % out of 50), Theory of Flight (65 out of 100), Air Navigation (167 out of 200),
Armament (160 out of 200) and was graded in personality as 140 out of 200 (good to be NCO
but not officer). Placed 22" in a class of 32.

At No.2 SFTS he flew 3 hours 20 minutes dual and eight hours solo in Yale aircraft plus 34 hours
35 minutes day dual in Harvard, 40 hours 40 minutes day solo in Harvard, 90 minutes dual at
night in Harvard and eight hours 30 minutes solo at night in Harvard. Ground school included
Airmanship (122 out of 200), Armament W (40 out of 100), Armament P (60 out of 100), Air
Navigation (121 out of 200), Signals (138 out of 150). Placed 55 in a class of 63; described as
“Good at the things he is interested in.”

At No.55 OTU he flew five hours 40 minutes (dual) and 51 hours 50 minutes on operational
aircraft. The Commanding Officer of the OTU wrote:

Above average as a pilot. He is apt to be rather slack in discipline and somewhat
unpunctual. Shows keenness. Formation and fighter attacks good.

He has broken two aircraft whilst on this unit, but on each occasion had a certain
amount of excuse.

Trained in Canada and had difficulty at first in coping with small aerodromes
such as this.

Marks obtained in Recognition Test - 90 percent.
Air Firing - Below Average

Involved in flying accident, 9 November 1941 with No.607 Squadron. Aircraft was Miles
Magister P2504, and incident occurred near St. Peters, Margate. He was reported as having
flown 228 hours 25 minutes (all types) and two hours 30 minutes on Magister. His report as
follows:

| left Abingdon at 1625 hours and flew for an hour and then followed the Redhill
to Ashford railway. After 20 minutes | flew northeast to the coast and then
turned right following the coast lines. | thought by then that the fuel was getting
short and as there was an air raid in progress and seeing enemy action | decided
to make a forced landing as the light was failing. | chose a field and flew low
over it and my port wing struck an obstruction pole. | made another circuit but



had difficulty in controlling the aircraft. | crashed as | touched down. The time
was 1840 hours.

The Commanding Officer wrote (11 November 1941):

The pilot is experienced and fully operational; enemy action in the vicinity whilst
flying non-combatant aircraft probably caused over excitement and the
subsequent accident.

Hospitalized with gonorrhea, August 1942,
Off duty, fell 15 feet from a balcony, 7 November 1942 and injured ankle.

Loss report stated “Aircraft shot down by four Zeros and crashed in flames. Body in several
pieces and could not be identified.”

* %k k %k %

GILL, F/L Robert Frederick (J4900) - Air Medal (United States) - No.430 Squadron (AFRO gives
unit only as 2nd Tactical Air Force) - Award with effect from 3 July 1945 as per London Gazette
of that date and AFRO 602/46 dated 14 June 1946. Born in Verdun, Quebec, 19 November
1921; home there. Enlisted in Montreal, 23 September 1940. To No.2 ITS, 14 October 1940;
graduated and promoted LAC, 15 November 1940 when posted to No.10 EFTS; graduated 4
January 1941 when posted to No.5 SFTS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 20 March 1941.
To Trenton, 30 March 1941; commissioned 20 April 1941. To No.8 SFTS, 22 February 1942;
promoted Flying Officer, 1 May 1942; to No.13 SFTS. 7 July 1942. To No.1 OTU, 20 November
1942. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 20 March 1943. To “Y” Depot, 27 March 1943. To UK, 2 April
1943. Attended No.41 OTU. With No.430 Squadron, 27 August 1943 or 27 August 1944 to 1
June 1945. Repatriated July 1945. Retired 4 September 1945. Public Records Office Air 2/9090
has recommendation by S/L C. Bricker dated 23 March 1945 when he had flown 90 sorties (127
hours 40 minutes).

Operations by this pilot have been many and varied including not only the
normal duties of a pilot but also two periods of duty on a Contact Car, working in
close liaison with Army fighting formations. His service in the latter field of
activity proved of great value.

Missions flown by this officer included Tactical Reconnaissance, Photo
Reconnaissance and Artillery Reconnaissance and results have been consistently
good. The keenness he displayed in carrying out these sorties successfully was in



some measure due to his appreciation of Army problems, gained partly through
experience with the Contact Car.

On June 23rd, 1944, operating from the United Kingdom, [he] carried out a
Tactical Reconnaissance (two aircraft) of the city of Cherbourg. This operation
was of marked importance to the Allied Air Forces since the exact location of
some American units was not known. The reconnaissance was carried out at
zero feet, despite the intensity and accuracy of enemy flak. Two runs were made
from south to north and two runs from west to east from which an excellent
appreciation of the battle situation was obtained. Pictures were taken to
confirm Tactical Reconnaissance information.

NOTE: When finally published in USAAF Orders this had been reduced to the following.

Flight Lieutenant Gill has completed numerous operational flights over enemy
territory and has shown little regard for enemy opposition. His missions have
been varied and the results consistently good. In June 1944 he carried out an
important reconnaissance of Cherbourg at extremely low level, despite the
intensity and accuracy of anti-aircraft fire. He has also participated in several
missions in direct support of the Allied armies. He is a most courageous and
resourceful leader.

* %k %k k %k

GILL, F/O William Thomas Hicks (J7766) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.73 Squadron - Award
effective 22 February 1943 as per London Gazette dated 23 February 1943 and AFRO London
Gazette dated 23 February 1943 and 513/43 dated 26 March 1943. Born in Toronto, 12 June
1920; home there. Enlisted there 18 November 1940. To No.1A Manning Depot, 9 December
1940. To No.119 (BR) Squadron, 31 December 1940. To No.3 ITS, 21 April 1941. Promoted
LAC, 28 May 1941 and posted that day to No.4 EFTS. To No.9 SFTS, 15 July 1941. Graduated
and commissioned, 25 September 1941. To Embarkation Depot, 26 September 1941; to RAF
overseas, 15 October 1941. Promoted Flying Officer, 25 September 1942. Promoted Flight
Lieutenant, 18 February 1943. Repatriated to Canada, 10 December 1944. To “Y” Depot, 12
January 1945. Back of card not copied. Remained in postwar RCAF, attaining rank of Squadron
Leader, 1 June 1952. Retired 31 March 1957. RCAF photo PL-44491 (ex UK-21382 dated 22
May 1945) taken at investiture at Buckingham Palace.

Flying Officer Gill has taken an outstanding part in the squadron's night flying
operations and during the operation leading up to the fall of Tripoli achieved



many excellent results from low level attacks. Throughout, his cheerfulness,
determination and fine fighting spirit have set a splendid example to all.

RCAF Press Release by F/L Don MacMillan dated June 30, 1944 read as follows:

Right from the beginning, enigmatic old Maw Nature intended Bill Gill (57 Lynd
Avenue, Toronto, Ontario), for a pilot.

First, she gave him that long, lean, liable-to-bend-in-the-middle frame that is so
often associated with top line birdmen. And, second, she gave him the desire to

fly.

As usual, Maw Nature batted a thousand. He’s Lieutenant Bill Gill, D.F.C. now.
And he’s seen half (or two-thirds, we hope!) a war before he’s much more than
old enough to drive the old man’s car and stay out after twelve.

When the other boys were playing ball or hockey back at Parkdale Collegiate in
Toronto, Ontario, Bill was at home tinkering with model airplanes.

He didn’t know much about the new infield fly rule in baseball, but he knew all
about the leading and trailing edges of wings.

What’s more, he didn’t confine his work entirely to models. He scraped enough
nickels and dimes together to hang around the Toronto Flying Club without
being thrown off as a trespasser.

Before he finished High School, he had a private licence and often thought,
privately, that had Euclid been able to fly he wouldn’t have worried so much
about pointless things like theorems.

And, as for learning the shortest distance between two points, the smart thing to
do was to fly it in a Tiger Moth and find out for yourself.

Came October, 1940, and Bill did a hop, skip and jump into the R.C.A.F. He was
just crowding twenty then.

By October, 1941, he was in England and was attached to the famous “Hammer
and Sickle” squadron which had served, for a time, in Russia.



By this time, Jerry was getting a bit cagey with his Luftwaffe and wasn’t doing as
much sky-sailing against England as had been his habit. But, out in the Middle
East, Rommel and his sunburned supermen were putting up a pretty fair effort
and Bill decided to have a look-see.

He volunteered for Middle East service and wound up with “Cobber” Cain’s old
outfit. Those boys were fliers and Bill got his tour in the hard way; but hard.

He flew on a Hurricane squadron and did both day and night Ops. When things
got dull, they relieved the monotony with some target practice on live Jerrymen
of the Afrika Korps.

Needless to say, this annoyed the Korps no little and they always speeded their
departing guests with bursts of machine gun fire, rifles, and anything that was
handy.

Bill, who had come a long way since the old Moth and model days, saw all this
action and went through to Sicily with the Eighth Army.

He was then posted back to Egypt for a “rest”. But, as is so often the case, the
word “rest” was merely relative in meaning. His new job was as a test pilot.
At a certain desert squadron, his job is to take up kites which have been badly
shot up or otherwise damaged but which the ground crew now think are
serviceable. If you’re the worrying-type, don’t apply for this job; you wouldn’t
like it.

Bill fears just one thing: a question about his D.F.C. Asked how he came by it, he
blushed and stammered and acquired the pained expression of a kid who has
just dropped his brand new, double decker, chocolate ice cream cone.

After a strained silence in which he shifted his weight from one foot to the other
he managed to blurt out: “You just don’t talk about those things”. Obviously, he

didn’t want to be rude but that was how he felt about it.

If that’s how he felt about it, it was all right with us.
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GILLANDERS, FS Gordon Clarke (R189496) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.424 Squadron -



Award effective 13 October 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 2534/44 dated
24 November 1944. Born in Vancouver, 15 March 1924; home in Fraser Hills, British Columbia
(tug boat crewman). Enlisted in Vancouver, 14 September 1942 for wireless repair training. To
No.3 Manning Depot, 21 September 1942. To No.3 Repair Depot, 15 January 1943.
Remustered for aircrew, 19 February 1943. To No.4 SFTS, 21 March 1943. To No.2 Pre-Aircrew
Education Unit, 2 May 1943. To No.2 Air Gunner Ground Training School, 28 May 1943.
Promoted LAC, 10 July 1943 and posted that date to No.3 BGS; graduated and promoted
Sergeant, 17 September 1943. To “Y” Depot, 1 October 1943. Embarked from New York, 8
October 1943; disembarked in Britain, 16 October 1943. To No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 17
October 1943. To No.82 OTU, 9 November 1943 (Wellingtons, 92.25). To No.61 Base, 19
March 1944. Attached Dalton Battle School, 19 March to 2 April 1944; attached to No.1659
Conversion Unit, 2 April to 12 May 1944 (Halifax, 43.35). To No.424 Squadron, 12 May 1944
(Halifaxes, 298.45). Promoted Flight Sergeant, 17 June 1944. Repatriated 22 November 1944.
Released 14 February 1945. RCAF photo PL-32721 (ex UK-14590 dated 7 September 1944) is
captioned as follows: “Flying Officer J.A. ‘Pheas’ Partridge (Regina), veteran of 29 trips over
enemy territory with RCAF Bomber Group, hands a cup of hot coffee to his fellow Tiger
Squadron member. Flight Officer Jim G. Keys, Allerton, Pennsylvania, also has 29 sorties to his
credit, on the latter’s return from attacking German shipping in Brest harbour. With them in
the Tigers’ interrogation room is Flight Sergeant Gordon C. Gillanders, Vancouver, rear gunner.
F/O Partridge, star athlete, played for the Regina Roughriders, four times Western football
champions. He also was on the RCAF Hurricanes team when it won the Dominion
championship. Flight Officer Keys recently transferred from the RCAF to the USAAF but will
finish his tour of operations flying with the RCAF.” Died in Surrey, British Columbia, 26 March
1997 as per Legion Magazine of September 1997.

Flight Sergeant Gillanders was the rear gunner of an aircraft which, in August
1944, was detailed to attack Brunswick. On the return journey the bomber was
attacked by an enemy fighter. Flight Sergeant Gillanders opened fire with a long
burst which caused the enemy aircraft to burst into flames. The second burst of
fire caused the fighter to explode in the air. Flight Sergeant Gillanders has
always shown courage, coolness and determination to fulfil his duty.

NOTE: DHist file 181.009 (D.2611), in National Archives of Canada RG.24 Volume 20627 has a
detailed recommendation drafted by S/L J.A. Westland on 15 August 1944 when he had flown
22 sorties (112 hours). Text as follows:

Flight Sergeant Gillanders is the rear gunner of a four-engined bombing aircraft.

On the night of August 12th, 1944, after an attack against Brunswick, the aircraft
"G" MZ.802 was attacked by a single engine enemy (ME.109). The rear gunner



gave it a fully long burst upon which it burst into flames and on the second burst
it exploded in the air and the pieces floated to the ground. Just a few minutes
previous to this both the mid-upper gunner and the rear gunner shared in the
destruction of a twin-engine fighter (ME.210). They both opened fire at 450
yards and on the first strike it burst into flames and gradually dived to the
ground where it was seen to explode by the pilot, the flight engineer and the air
bomber.

It is felt that the courage, coolness and fine cooperation shown by the whole
crew is worthy of great praise and in my considered opinion Flight Sergeant
Gillanders is deserving of high commendation and | recommend him for the
award of the Distinguished Flying Medal.

Notes: On repatriation form dated 4 November 1944 he stated he had flown 170 hours five
minutes on operations (33 sorties) plus 174.40 non-operational and training. Last sortie was 4
October 1944,

Application for Operational Wing dated 9 October 1944 also gave 33 sorties (165 hours), flown
26 May to 4 October 1944,

Training: Course at No.3 BGS was 9 August to 17 September 1943. Battle aircraft - flew 27
hours five minutes, completed seven cine exercises. Fired 400 rounds air to ground and 3,575
rounds air-to-air (eight percent hits in air). Used Vickers gas-operated gun in air, Vickers and
Browning guns on ground. Turrets used were Bristol, Frazer-Nash and Boulton-Paul; Fired
1,100 rounds from turrets on ground and spent 15 hours on turret manipulation.

Rated in Aircraft Recognition (146/200), Guns practical (174/200)0, Guns, Pyrotechnics and
Ammunition (174/200), Sighting (175/250), Signals (60/100) and Turrets (138/200). “Average
student, works hard, keen on Air Gunnery; quite neat in appearance; cooperates well; good
NCO.”

Course at No.82 OTU was 5 November 1943 to 25 February 1944. Wellington aircraft. 53.30
flown by day and 38.55 by night. Fired 200 rounds on 25-yard range, 1,200 rounds in Fighter
Affiliation, shot at 90 Clay targets (hit 29). Air work included ten day cine gun exercises, three
day and two night air-to-sea firing exercises, one air-to- air firing exercise by day (1.5 percent
hits).

Assessed in Aircraft Recognition and Range Estimation (194/200), Guns (134/200), Reporting
and Fighting Control (146/200), Sighting including practice on GTS (148/200) and Turrets, drill
and components (130/200). “A gunner who has successfully completed the course. Discipline



good.” (F/LJ. Cleary).
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GILLESPIE, F/L George MacDougall (C2004) - Commended for Valuable Services - No.112 Wing
(Training), although the AFRO gave his unit as "Overseas"). - Award effective 1 September 1944
as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 2637/44 dated 8 December 1944. Born in Albert,
New Brunswick, 13 April 1907. Educated at Chatham High School, Pictou Academy and
University of New Brunswick. Began flying in 1928 (instructor and barn stormer, 1931-1934;
but see his own account below). Applied to the RCAF for a commission in both the regular and
reserve but to accept a navigation course at Camp Borden, Instead he was taken on strength of
Camp Borden, 7 September 1931 as a Sergeant Pilot for a navigation course. He was then
struck off strength of Camp Borden, 23 December 1931 but continued to be carried on the
books as a Sergeant Pilot (unpaid) until 4 September 1934. Enlisted again on 22 February 1940
(Sergeant Pilot); commissioned at Trenton, 1 April 1940. To No.4 SFTS, Saskatoon, 4 July 1940.
To Central Flying School, Trenton, 22 March 1941. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 September
1941. Struck off strength of Station Trenton, 28 February 1943 for posting overseas, but this
was cancelled when his hearing problems were discovered. Taken on strength of No.3 Training
Command, Montreal, 6 June 1943. To AFHQ, Ottawa, 11 January 1944. To No.301 Camp Unit,
Dorval (Ferry Command), 1 May 1944. Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 May 1945. To Station
Lachine, 17 July 1945. Retired 9 November 1945. Rejoined RCAF in Halifax, 19 February 1952 in
Special List (203562) and assigned to Ground Observer Corps. Served in that Corps to 18
February 1957 (all in Halifax and Truro areas). Died in Truro, Nova Scotia, 15 April 1982 as per
Legion Magazine of July 1982 (which gives number correctly but lists him as “George G.
Gillespie). No citation in AFRO. Public Record Office Air 2/9019 has the following, drafted when
he had flown 2,872 hours (377 in previous six months).

This officer is a very capable and zealous instructor on the various types of
aircraft employed for training in No.45 Group. In this capacity he instills
confidence in his pupils.

GILLESPIE, S/L George MacDougall (C2004) - Air Force Cross - No.313 Ferry Training Unit -
Award effective 7 September 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1647/45
dated 26 October 1945. Public Records Office Air 2/9117 recommendation (identical to below)
states that he had flown 3,194 hours, 914 on ferry or transport duties, 300 in past six months.

This officer is flight commander of the RAF Conversion Flight at his station. He
has done excellent work as a flying instructor and flight commander and kept up
this high standard when attached for three months to No.5 Operational Training
Unit for the purpose of giving ferry training to Liberator crews. His work during



this time was of great benefit to both units.

Note: On 1 October 1931, S/L G.E. Brookes, Chief Flying Instructor, Camp Borden, wrote of
Sergeant G.M. Gillespie:

Pleased be advised that | tested the above mentioned Airman Pilot for progress
this date. Approximate flying is 11 hours.

Flying generally is satisfactory and flying errors noted are confined to forces
landings.

Sequence 15: Sergeant Gillespie does not use the method taught in this
organization. It is felt that if instruction is commenced at once, using the fields
provided, that he will adjust his approaches quite quickly.

| would suggest that F/L Sporadbrow should be instructed to commence this
phase of the Course immediately.

On 18 November 1931, F/O E.T. Morris reported, :”Sergeant Gillespie has satisfactorily passed a
forced landing test in Puss Moth aircraft. He is considered fully qualified to carry out Cross—
Country flights on this type of aircraft.”

Examined for Air Pilotage, 22 November 1931, he scored 75 % on “Tactical Problems”, 78 % on
“Route Cards”, 83 % on “Practical Navigation”, 68 % on an Intermediate Examination. Others
taking the course were Sergeants A.G. Sims, H.C. Yule, T.F.K. Edmison, L.N. Gill, R.H. Batty, F.B.
Briscoe, C.E. Keating, G.A. Blunden, C.R. Robinson, D. Imrie, W.R. Munroe, and S.C.L. Bailey, plus
Sergeant-Major G.E. Clarke and Flying Officers J. Laxdall, H.H. Langford, M. Ogilvie Forbes and
R.G. Pigeon, as well as Pilot Officers L. Gendron, R.L. Coote and R. Lacroix.

On 1 December 1931, Gillespie wrote to the Officer Commanding, Station Camp Borden:

Immediately prior to coming to Camp Borden for the Navigation Course in
September | was employed in Toronto as Pilot on a privately owned plane. It has
been ascertained that the position will not be available for me on completion of
the course, having been filled by another pilot.

In view of prevailing conditions of the labour market and that | have no
immediate prospects in view, the chances of obtaining employment would
appear to be much better if | returned to my home in Newcastle, New
Brunswick.



In the connection it would be very much appreciated if at the completion of the
course, | could be granted free transportation to my home.

The above request was turned down - he would be paid for travel to place of enlistment
(Toronto) and no further.

In a letter dated 3 April 1935 to AFHQ he applied to enlist in the RCAF, citing his previous
course. He stated that during the course he had flown 15 hours 55 minutes on instruments, 37
hours ten minutes on General Flying, six hours 30 minutes night flying, 18 hours 55 minutes on
solo navigation, and 36 hours as “Acting Navigator.” He also wrote, “At the present time my
solo flying time amounts to 237 hours and 15 minutes”, which suggests that in subsequent
accounts he “padded” his flying times. However, subsequent letters confirm that he was
rejected (6 April 1935), again described as “too old” (14 November 1939) and then offered an
opportunity to enrol as a Temporary Sergeant (2 February 1940), given that the RCAF proposed
to hold a special instructor course at Trenton for civilian pilots in anticipation of BCATP
requirements.

Assessed as instructor, 12 June 1940 - “A sound knowledge of sequence, but although his voice
is clear he is not convincing enough in his delivery. Flying also lacks pep. Should be good
enough after some experience. Aerobatics average. ‘C’ Category recommended.”

Involved in accident at Trenton, 18 June 1941, Harvard 1550 (Sergeant H.M. Byers) and Fleet
4675 (F/O Gillespie and 15221 P/O A. Arnason). No injuries. Harvard landed and swung, striking
interplane strut of Fleet with starboard wing (“Carelessness on part of Harvard pilot.”)

Retested as instructor, 13 November 1941 by S/L William M. Foster (No.2 Visiting Flight). By
then he had flown 1,000 instructing. Tested on Moth and Lockheed. Assessed under following
headings - Sequence (“Above average”), Voice (“Clear”), Manner (“Steady”), Ability to Impart
Knowledge (“Above average”), and Ability as pilot (“High average”). Described as “A capable
pilot with above average ability to impart knowledge. Demonstrates flying maneouvres in an
instructive manner and with detailed explanation. Ability and experience warrant a higher
category.” Awarded A.2 category.

On 28 October 1942 while testing F/O G.J.H. Billing, No.32 EFTS, minor accident with Stearman
FJ907 seven miles west of Netook Relief Landing Field; Gillespie uninjured, Billing slightly
injured. “Accidental removal of harness pin. Accidentally removed by flying suit fastener
catching loose pin when aircraft inverted.”

Retested by W/C J.G. Stephenson, 8 June 1943 when he had flown about 2,000 instructional



hours. Tested on Cornell and Crane. Assessed under following headings - Sequence (“Above
average”), Voice (“Clear”), Manner (“Instructive”), Ability to Impart Knowledge (“Above
average”), and Ability as pilot (“Above average”). Described as follows: “This officer’s ability
and experience warrant the highest category”. Reclassified A.1.

Excerpt of letter, 20 January 1945, W/C L. de S. Duke, RCAF Liaison Officer with No.45 Group to
Air Officer Commanding, No.1 Air Command:

Your instructions dated 20™ January 1945 to transfer the above named officer to
the RCAF Reserve is very much deplored and greatly regretted by this
Headquarters, and in consequence | have been directed to lay before you the
following in regard to this officer. Flight Lieutenant Gillespie was posted for duty
with No.45 (AT) Group in 1944 for trans-Atlantic ferrying duties.

Having completed many successful Atlantic crossings in which he early
demonstrated a more than average ability as a captain, he was posted to this
Group’s Ferry Training Unit at North Bay in the capacity of Flight Commander,
and whilst filling this responsible position was continuously recommended for
promotion to the rank of Squadron Leader.

When very recently it was decided to establish at No.5 OTU, Boundary Bay, a
detachment of instructors from No.45 Group in order to ensure that crews from
that Unit, who are designated for India, are trained to the necessary standard
required by this Group to enable them to make successful trans.-Atlantic
delivery, Flight Lieutenant Gillespie was especially chosen as officer in charge of
this detachment in view of his varied experience both as a Flight Instructor and
as a transport pilot qualified on large four engine aircraft.

In view of the important and particular nature of duties which this officer is now
engaged, and difficulty of replacing him at the present time, it is requested that
every consideration will be given to postponing Gillespie’s transfer to the above
for a period of at least six months.

His file contained the following (undated) narrative, apparently drafted as part of his
application to rejoin the RCAF.,

It seems that all my life | have been interested in aircraft and flying. | first
became an enthusiast during World War | while attending school in Chatham,
New Brunswick, where | received my Junior Matriculation. This was followed by
a year at Pictou Academy, after which | enrolled at University of New Brunswick



in 1925 to study Forestry. At the same time | became interested in the COTC and
was asked by our Commanding Officer if | could get my parents’ permission to go
into the RCAF. The prospect filled me with enthusiasm which was not reflected
by my father and in the summer of 1927, while timber cruising in northern New
Brunswick, an epidemic of boils, brought on by the diet which we were forced to
live on in the bush killed my enthusiasm for a forest existence.

In 1928 | attended Success Business College in Truro, Nova Scotia and received a
certificate in Bookkeeping and Accountancy. Following this | went to work for
the T. Eaton Company in Moncton, expecting to be in the office. Instead, | found
myself selling merchandise during the Christmas rush and, when Canadian
Airways opened a school at the new Moncton Airport, | enrolled as a student
pilot with practically no assets but unbounded optimism. From different sources
| raised enough money to pay for my lessons and eventually soloed a Gipsy Moth
in 6 % hours. My instructor thought | was rather slow to take so long.

In the spring of 1930 | went to Buffalo, New York and, after getting my private
and commercial license in the U.S.A. | went to work for Curtiss-Wright Flying
Services. During 1930 and 1931 | did considerable flying all over the States,
instructing, ferrying and testing. In the spring of 1931 | went to Toronto and
received my commercial license in Canada. Times were not good financially and
for some time | shuttled back and forth across the border, flying in both
countries when opportunity offered. Although | cannot produce logbook
evidence to back me up, during the early thirties | flew at least 30 different
aircraft types, ranging from the Heath “Parasol” to the Ford Trimotor.

In the fall of 1931 | enlisted in the RCAF Reserve and spent four months at camp
Borden taking a Navigation course. In September 1934 | received my discharge
by registered mail.

At the time, | was living in Toronto and had taken a course in Authorship and
Journalism from Shaw Schools, Completing the course, | began knocking out
short stories that sold reasonably well to the pulp papers and, when | returned
to the Maritimes in 1936, | decided to get married. Settling in Amherst, Nova
Scotia, where my daughter was born in 1939.

When war broke out in September of that year | felt | had something that
Canada could use and applied to the Saint John, New Brunswick Auxiliary
Squadron for a commission. In sending the necessary forms, the Adjutant of the
squadron warned me that | was overage (32) but that my experience might



counteract this. | due time | was advised to report to the Recruiting Office in
Moncton for a medical examination and later a notification from Ottawa
informed me that a review of my application has disclosed that | was too old to
be useful to the RCAF.

In February 1940 | received a telegram asking if | could enlist as an Aircraftsman
to take an Instructors Course at Trenton. My reply in the affirmative brought a
further signal to report to Moncton and complete my enlistment.

| reported to Flying Instructors School and took my first flight in a Fleet on
February 28, 1940, soloing in two hours 20 minutes. In March | soloed the
Harvard Mark | in 2:05 and checked out at night in the same aircraft in 1:10.
After receiving my instructor’s category on May 26 | soloed the Oxford on May
27%in 1:35.

In June | received my commission, backdated to April 1%, and spent the summer
of 1940 ferrying aircraft around Ontario and Quebec, eventually being posted to
No.4 SFTS, Saskatoon in September [but see postings above.] In March 1941 |
returned to Flying Instructor School as a staff instructor. The following
September | went out as second-in-command of a Central Flying School Visiting
Flight and remained on this job until the spring of 1943. At that time | managed
an overseas posting to RAF Bomber Command but for the first time | failed to
pass a Medical, due to my hearing. This was judged to be middle-ear deafness
and my hearing in the air remained as acute as ever.

In April 1943 | was sent to Fingal, Ontario to convert single-engine pilots to
Bolingbroke aircraft and remained for a week. Following this | returned to
Central Flying School until June when | was posted to 45 Group, RAF Transport
Command. Here | checked out in all available types as a Trans-Atlantic captain
and instructed on all of them. During the summer of 1943 | spent most of my
time at North Bay, Ontario on Hudson aircraft before returning to Dorval from
where | made trips to the Gold Coast, England and Egypt. Eventually | returned
to North Bay as a Flight Commander, which position | held until August 1945,
except for three months when | was Officer Commanding of a 45 Group
detachment sent to No.5 OTU, Boundary Bay, B.C. to assist in Liberator training.
On returning from this detached duty in May | was put in charge of Lancaster
training and Radio Range instruction at North Bay.

At the time | was posted to the RAF Transport Command | held an A-1
instructor’s category and when | left the RAF on posting to the Release Centre at



Lachine, Quebec, | was assessed as an exceptional pilot and instructor and held
their Command Pilot instrument rating. On September 1, 1944 | was awarded a
King’s Commendation and on September 7%, 1945, the Air Force Cross.

| was discharged from the RCAF in November 1945 and was employed by War
Assets Corporation in Montreal. In 1947 | returned to Nova Scotia and since
then have been selling insurance and acting as local representative for Maritime
Automobile Association and two brokerage firms. | have been very active in the
community life of this area, was founder and organizer of No.102 (Colchester)
Wing, RCAF Association, and have been its President for more than two years. |
am First Vice President of the Nova Scotia Rifle Association and Vice-President of
the North Nova Scotia Highlanders Rifle Association, an active member of the
Truro Curling Club and the Truro Golf Club.

Assessments (sample): “This officer needs more drive and initiative and a great deal more
service experience.” (4 December 1940).

“Conscientious and industrious, pleasing personality, but his pupils, although well-trained, are
often behind schedule due to lack of organization on the part of this instructor. Deficient in
ability to organize and manage flight activities and lacks initiative, administr