FACEY, F/O Harold Richmond (J16440) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.224 Squadron - Award
effective 24 May 1944 as per London Gazette dated 2 June 1944 and AFRO 1660/44 dated 4
August 1944. Born in Edmonton, 2 May 1917; home there. Educated at Queen's Avenue Public
School and Victoria High School. Longshoreman, deck hand and salesman before the war.
Private in the 49t Battalion, Edmonton Regiment, July 1940 to May 1941. Enlisted in
Edmonton, 12 May 1941 and granted Leave Without Pay. To No.2 Manning Depot, 26 May
1941. To No.2 ITS, 14 July 1941; promoted LAC, 19 August 1941 and posted that date to No.6
EFTS; to No.4 SFTS, 9 October 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 2 January 1942. To “Y”
Depot, 3 January 1942; to RAF overseas, 23 January 1942. Taken on strength of No.3 PRC,
Bournemouth, 10 February 1942. To No.2 (Pilots) AFU, 13 April 1942. To No.7 PRC, 23 June
1942. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 2 July 1942. To No.1 (Coastal) OTU, 18 August 1942. To No.86
Squadron, 13 October 1942. Commissioned 18 December 1942. To No.224 Squadron, 21 April
1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 18 June 1943. Attached to Station Beaulieu, May and June 1943.
Posted from No.224 Squadron to Repatriation Depot, 2 October 1944. Repatriated 22 October
1944. To No.5 OTU, Boundary Bay, 30 November 1944. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 18
December 1944. To Release Centre, 7 September 1945. Released 18 September 1945. Died in
Oakville, Ontario, 5 June 1991 as per Airforce Magazine of October-November-December 1991.
RCAF photo PL-28004 (ex UK-7380) and PL-28005 (ex UK-7381), both dated 19 January 1944,
show RCAF members of No.224 Squadron - F/O F.H. Hackmann (Rocanville, Saskatchewan),
WO1 G.P., Angus (North Bay, Ontario), WO1 C.F. Holmes (North Bay, Ontario) and F/O H.R.
Facey (Edmonton). Photo PL-28007 (ex UK-7383) shows Facey alone.

Flying Officer Facey as captain of aircraft has taken part in a large number of
operational sorties during which he has made two attacks on enemy submarines,
one of which was completed in the face of heavy anti-aircraft fire. The U-boat
was seriously damaged. In December 1943 this officer attacked eleven
destroyers and a blockade runner in the Bay of Biscay. Despite very heavy anti-
aircraft fire and opposition from enemy fighters he pressed home his attack and
scored a near miss. Throughout Flying Officer Facey has completed his allotted
tasks with keenness and exactitude, setting a fine example of devotion to duty.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9627 has original recommendation drafted 28 February 1944
when he had flown 35 sorties (400 operational hours). Text was very detailed.

Flying Officer Facey joined No.224 Squadron in April 1943 as a captain with his
crew, and has been continuously on operations ever since. He has completed
approximately 400 operational hours, comprising some 35 sorties.

Flying Officer Facey has had three submarine sightings, two of which were
attacked. In one attack he straddled the stern of the U-Boat and was awarded
"seriously damaged". This attack was carried out in the face of heavy flak.

In December 1943 he attacked with bombs eleven Narvik destroyers and a
blockade runner in the Bay of Biscay in the face of extremely heavy flak and



secured a near miss. As he was going into this attack he was attacked from
astern by enemy fighters firing rocket missiles at him. This did not deter him and
he pressed home his attack in the face of heavy opposition.

In February 1944 whilst investigating a radar contact by Leigh Light, one of our
own destroyers opened a heavy barrage at point blank range at him, scoring
several cannon shell hits which severely damaged his tail unit as well as severing
many of the control wires. He flew his damaged aircraft safely back to base over
a distance of over 200 miles where a safe landing was effected.

Flying Officer Facey is very keen on operations and has trained his crew to a very
high standard. On two occasions he has met up with enemy aircraft but through
good airmanship and an efficient crew has managed to evade combat and
complete his patrol.

He is a very capable captain and has flow hard and continuously on operations,
always carrying out the job allotted him [with] keenness and quiet exactitude,
thereby setting an example to all in the squadron.

The Group Captain commanding Station St.Eval wrote on 12 April 1944

Flying Officer Facey has well deserved the award for which he is now
recommended. His leadership and aggressive attitude toward the enemy is an
inspiration to other officers and Non Commissioned aircrew in the squadron.

This was further approved at the level of No.10 Group (26 April 1944) and Coastal Command
Headquarters (10 May 1944).

Notes: As of 3 October 1944 he stated he had flown 75 hours 20 minutes on Oxfords as No.2
(Pilots) AFU plus ten hours on Oxfords while attending No.1517 Beam Approach Training Flight
(May 1942). Attended General Reconnaissance School, Harrowgate, 29 June 1942 to August
1942 (times and types uncertain); posted to No.1 (Coastal) OTU, possibly as early as 9 August
1942 where he flew Hudsons (74 hours 15 minutes). Then to No.86 Squadron but flew only 14
hours 35 minutes on Liberators before being hospitalized with appendicitis (December 1942).
On return to No.86 Squadron he flew a further 12 hours 30 minutes but then sent to No.1
(Coastal) OTU again for a further Liberator course. Once posted to No.224 Squadron, he flew
279 hours 15 minutes on operations, hospitalized again (tonsillitis), flew another 514 hours 15
minutes, hospitalized again in July 1944 (hernia) and finally returned to No.224 in September
1944, but flying only three more hours. He summed up his flying as 636 hours 15 minutes on
operations and 372 hours 45 minutes on training (a total of 1,009 hours).

Application for Operational Wing dated 5 October 1944 stated he had flown 636 hours 15
minutes on operations, 13 May 1943 to 2 October 1944.

Training: Course at No.2 ITS was 15 July to 15 August 1941. Courses in Mathematics (92/100),



Armament (83/100), Signals (75/100), Hygiene and Sanitation (29/40), Drill (76/100), Law and
Discipline (49/60). Graded 75 percent in Link. Placed 51%in a class of 224. “A hard working
airman who is conscientious, can accept responsibility, has plenty of initiative, applies himself
well and is recommended for a commission.”

Course at No.6 EFTS was 20 August to 10 October 1941 (Tiger Moth aircraft, 24.45 dual, 40.30
solo, of which 7.20 was on instruments. Also logged 10.30 in Link. “Flying ability is average;
very keen and willing to learn.” (Sergeant L. Waite, 6 October 1941). Ground scholl courses in
Airmanship (160/200), Airframes (72/100), Aero Engines (74/100), Signals, practical (100/100),
Theory of Fligh (74/100), Air Navigation (159/200), Armament, oral (154/200). Placed 21%in a
class of 36. “This airman is very keen and willing to learn; possesses the correct attitude for
flying in Service life; ground school standing above average; conduct very satisfactory.”

Course at No.4 SFTS was 13 October 1941 to 2 January 1942; Crane aircraft (45.05 day dual,
54.30 day solo, 2.20 night dual, 9.40 night solo). Flew 20.20 on instruments and logged twenty
hours in Link. “This pupil made good average progress in his flying training and has obtained a
high average navigational report. He learns quickly and applies his knowledge along the proper
lines in connection with his flying training. He appears to be slightly nervous, but as he gathers
confidence with experienec, this fault should disappear, and he will become an above average
service pilot. Requires more formation and instrument flying practice.” Ground courses in
Airmanship and Maintenance (155/200), Armament, written (69/100), Armament, practical
(71/100), Navigation (120/150), Meteorology (37/50), Signals, written (44/50), and Signals,
practical (100/100). The final assessment of 2 January 1942 placed him 29t in a class of 53.
“This pupil catches on quickly, and has made good average progress during the course here.
Would probably learn a great deal more if he were not so hot-tempered and stand criticism.
Presents a nice appearance, initiative and discipline satisfactory, and appears to be popular
with the other students. Is inclined to be familiar with his instructor at times, and must be
checked for this failing in the future.”

Course at No.1517 Beam Approach Training Flight was 16-25 May 1942 - ten hours on Oxford
aircraft (all beam flying) plus five hours in Link.

Course at No.1 (Coastal) OTU was 20 August to 15 October 1942. Flew 13.15 day dual, 6.50 day
as second pilot, 44.40 day as captain, 31.50 on daylight crew training; 2.30 night dual, 2.00
night as second pilot, five hours night as captain (seven hours night in crew training); two hours
on instruments; also logged 15.30 in Link. “Keen and enduring, with exceptional patience and
determination in getting his tasks completed.” (11 November 1942).

Assessments: Report from No.86 Squadron, covering period 18 December 1942 to 21 April
1943 was vague - “This officer should do well with further experience” (W/C R.D. Williams)

Report dated 2 July 1944 was more detailed. It stated he had joined No.224 Squadron on 14
April 1943. He had flown 1,124 hours (369 in previous six months). “A very fine operational
record. The type of officer who is a very easy going disciplinarian but gets first class results on
operations. A lot to learn on how to be an officer but a fine leader of his crew.” (W/C T.N.T.



McComb). On 15 July 1944, G/C R.C. Mead added his comment - “A really good fighting captain
of aircraft but unfortunately not yet developed to be anything beyond this.”

Report from No.5 OTU, 21 April 1945 was glowing. Under “Self Confidence” he was described
as “Appears so competent that others have confidence in him.” Under “Leadership” he was
“Able to provide good leadership.” Under “Trade Proficiency” he was “Superior - knows his
work and does it well.” Under “Loyalty” he was described as “Always strengthens the hand of
those under whom he serves.”

* % % k %k

FAGUY, F/L Joseph Paul Andre (J15381) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 8
June 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1729/44 dated 11 August 1944. Born
24 September 1919 in Ancienne Lorette. Attending Laval University when he enlisted 21 June
1940 in Quebec City. To No.1 ITS, 30 June 1940. Promoted LAC, 1 September 1940; to
St.Catharines Flying Club, 14 September 1940; to No.9 EFTS, 13 October 1940. Ceased pilot
training, 22 October 1940. To No.1 BGS, 24 November 1940. Graduated and promoted
Sergeant, 21 December 1940. To Halifax, 22 December 1940. To Eastern Air Command, 5
February 1941. Date of posting overseas uncertain but appears to be about February 1941;
served in No.75 (New Zealand) Squadron. Commissioned 1 May 1942. Attained rank of
Squadron Leader, 25 September 1944 Repatriated 7 June 1945. Released 5 September 1945.
Came to Ottawa with his bride from England, becoming a dedicated public servant, retiring in
the position of Deputy Minister Corrections (Commissioner). Died 9 November 2011 in Ottawa.
No citation in AFRO. Mentioned in Forever Strong: The Story of 75 Squadron, RNZAF, 1916-
2000 by Norman Franks (1991) for incident on 12/13 August 1941, Wellington X9764 (AA-V),
operating against Hanover. Pilot P/O Hugh Alfred Roberts (RAAF) crash-landed after rest of
crew had baled out over England. These included Sergeant Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF
(Wireless Operator/Air Gunner, injured).

The following from website https://75nzsquadron.wordpress.com/c-a-hone-crew-03-07-41,
dealing with H.A. Roberts:

3 July 1941 - Bombing Attacks Against Targets at Essen. Sixteen Wellington aircraft of this Unit
were detailed to carry out the above attacks. One of these aircraft, W,5621, captained by SGT.
Reid, failed to return to base. Bombs were dropped by the remaining aircraft and fires were
started. Heavy and light A.A. fire was intense and accurate, as also were searchlights which
were working in cones. A few enemy aircraft were seen, but no attacks were made. The
weather was fine with cloud in some places. There was haze over the target. Navigation was by
D/R, W/T, astro, loop, map reading:

Wellington Mk.Ic L.7848 AA-V
P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 — Pilot.

Sgt. Talbot, RAFVR — 2nd Pilot.
P/O Geoffrey Arnold Bere, RAFVR 63084 — Navigator.



Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 — Wireless Operator.
Sgt. Verdun Cecil ‘Mick’ Strickland, RAFVR 956811 — Front Gunner.
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 — Rear Gunner.

Take Off 23:15 — Landed 04:50
Flight Time 05:35

5 July 1941 — Bombing Attacks Against Munster. Twelve Wellington aircraft were detailed to
carry out the above attacks. All bombs were dropped and the operation proved to be
successful. Several large fires were observed in and around the target area.. A.A> fire was slight,
but searchlights were fairly numerous. One of our aircraft was attacked by a Me.109 which
dived away after out rear gunner had fired two bursts. The weather was fine and clear.

Wellington Mk.lc L.7848 AA-V

P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 — Pilot.

Sgt. Talbot, RAFVR — 2nd Pilot.

P/0 Geoffrey Arnold Bere, RAFVR 63084 — Navigator.

Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 — Wireless Operator.
Sgt. Verdun Cecil ‘Mick’ Strickland, RAFVR 956811 — Front Gunner.
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 — Rear Gunner.

Take Off 23:10 — Landed 03:55
Flight Time 04:45

7 July 1941
Wellington Mk.Ic L.7848 AA-V

P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 — Pilot.

Sgt. Talbot, RAFVR — 2nd Pilot.

P/O Geoffrey Arnold Bere, RAFVR 63084 — Navigator.

Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 — Wireless Operator.
Sgt. Verdun Cecil ‘Mick’ Strickland, RAFVR 956811 — Front Gunner.
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 — Rear Gunner.

Take Off 23:10 — Landed 04:10
Flight Time 05:00

8 July 1941 — Bombing Attacks Against Targets at Munster. Seven Wellington aircraft were
detailed to carry out the above attacks. A mixed bomb load was carried and consisted of
1000lbs; 500lbs; 250lbs; and incendiaries.

RJT.131 reports bombs were seen to burst in target area.

RJT.292 saw bombs burst along railway tracks.

RJT.356 reports S.B.C’s started fire in town.



RJT.607 reports that target area was bombed.

RJT.812 bombed target area.

Target area was bombed by RIT.972.

P/0. Scott reports that fires were started in target area. Large fires were seen in target area. A
number of dummy fires were observed.

Slight but inaccurate heavy A.A. fire was encountered. Few searchlights were in operation.

A few enemy aircraft were seen but no attacks made. The weather was fine, but there was
slight ground haze in target area. Navigation was by D/R, astro, W/T, map reading

Wellington Mk.lc X.9628 AA-A

P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 — Pilot.

Sgt. Talbot, RAFVR — 2nd Pilot.

P/0O Geoffrey Arnold Bere, RAFVR 63084 — Navigator.

Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 — Wireless Operator.
Sgt. Verdun Cecil ‘Mick’ Strickland, RAFVR 956811 — Front Gunner.
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 — Rear Gunner.

Take Off 23:30 — Landed 04:00
Flight Time 04:30

21 July 1941 — Bombing Attacks Against Targets at Mannheim and Cherbourg. Eleven
Wellington aircraft were detailed to carry out individual bombing attacks against the above
targets. A mixed bomb load was carried and was made up of 1000lbs; 500lbs; 250Ibs; and
containers of incendiaries.

CKN.294 reports that bomb bursts were observed. Bursts were observed by CKN.326

Bombs were dropped in target area by CKN.342.

The target was attacked by CKN.380 and bombs were seen to burst. CKN.432 attacked the
docks at Cherbourg and reports hits on North West corner. The target was bombed by CKN.446.
CKN.530 bombed target area but no results were observed.

CKN.591 reports that a large fire was started in target area.

CKN.627 started medium fire slightly south east of target and several explosions were
observed.

CKN.664 saw H.E.’s and incendiaries burst in target area.

P/O. Scott reports that incendiaries were seen burning.

Dummy fires were observed. An aircraft was seen to be caught in searchlights over Ostend. It
was hit by A.A. fire and seen to burst into flames.

A.A. fire was not very intense.

Searchlights were active in target area and at parts of route.

No enemy aircraft were encountered. The weather was fine. Navigation was by D/R, loop,
astro, map reading, W/T.

Wellington Mk.Ic R.1237 AA-G

P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 — Pilot.



P/O John Frederick Fisher, RAFVR 67067 — 2nd Pilot.

P/0O Geoffrey Arnold Bere, RAFVR 63084 — Navigator.

Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 — Wireless Operator.
Sgt. Verdun Cecil ‘Mick’ Strickland, RAFVR 956811 — Front Gunner.
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 — Rear Gunner.

Take Off 22:40 — Landed 05:00
Flight Time 06:20

24 July 1941 — Daylight Attacks Against Battleship Gneisenau at Brest. Six Wellington aircraft of
this unit were detailed to carry out daylight attacks against the above target. One of these
aircraft, N.2854 captained by SGT. Streeter failed to return to base. The bomb load consisted of
24 500Ibs. S.A.P.

Results were unobserved by DNS.772.

DNS.329 reports bombs overshot aiming point. Direct hits on sheds or warehouses about half
mile S.E. of aiming point were observed.

DNS.411 reports that one and possibly two hits were observed on north end of No.1 graving
dock.

Results were not observed by P/). Ashworth.

S/L. Lucas reports that bombs were dropped in target area.

Balloons were observed in the harbour.

A.A. fire was very intense and accurate.

Enemy aircraft were numerous and our aircraft were attacked.

The weather was excellent and visibility was good.

Navigation was by D/R, and map reading.

Wellington Mk.Ic X.3205 AA-L

P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 — Pilot.

Sgt. Talbot, RAFVR — 2nd Pilot.

P/O Dennis Chadwick Barnett, RAFVR 581260/ 45584 — Navigator.
Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 — Wireless Operator.
Sgt. Verdun Cecil ‘Mick’ Strickland, RAFVR 956811 — Front Gunner.
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 — Rear Gunner.

Take Off 10:55 — Landed 17:10
Flight Time 06:15

12 August 1942 — Bombing Attacks Against Targets at Hanover and Le Havre. Nine Wellington
aircraft were detailed to carry out individual bombing attacks against the above targets. One of
these aircraft, SXA.893 captained by P/O. Roberts was attacked over the Zuyder Zee by an
enemy fighter. Our aircraft was damaged but a good hit was scored on the enemy which turned
away in a steep dive. When nearing base out aircraft ran out of petrol and the captain
succeeded in baling out 5 of his crew, but he himself had no time to jump. By the aid of his
landing light he picked out a fire break in a forestry plantation and landed safely with little



additional damage. All bombs were dropped and fires were started. A.A. fire was heavy and co-
operating with searchlights. Search lights were numerous but not troublesome. Thunderstorms
were encountered on route and there was slight cloud and haze in target areas.

Wellington Mk.lc X.9764 AA-V

P/O Hone Anderson Roberts, RAAF AUS.80885 — Pilot.

Sgt. K.M. Smith, RAFVR 930868 — 2nd Pilot.

P/0O Geoffrey Arnold Bere, RAFVR 63084 — Navigator.

Sgt. Henry Charles Hill, RAFVR 912778, 117845 — Wireless Operator.
Sgt. Verdun Cecil ‘Mick’ Strickland, RAFVR 956811 — Front Gunner.
Sgt. Joseph Paul Andre Faguy, RCAF R.55329 — Rear Gunner.

Take Off 21:00 — Landed 04:15
Flight Time 07:15

* %k 3k %k %

FAIR, Sergeant Alan Kirby (R63688) - Mention in Despatches - No0.427 Squadron (AFRO gives
unit as "Leeming") - Award effective 14 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO
1600/45 dated 12 October 1945. Born 19 September 1920. Home in Guelph, Ontario; enlisted
in London, Ontario, 28 May 1940 as Aero Engine Mechanic. To Technical Training School, St.
Thomas, 12 July 1940. Promoted AC1, 9 November 1940. To No.5 SFTS, 13 November 1940.
Promoted LAC, 1 April 1941. To No.6 Repair Depot, 26 July 1941. To No.8 Repair Depot, 23
August 1941. To “Y” Depot, 23 March 1942. To RAF overseas, 1 May 1942. Promoted Corporal,
1 July 1942. Promoted Sergeant, 24 July 1943. Repatriated by air, 23 July 1945. Released 9
October 1945. Died in Guelph, Ontario, 5 August 2015. DHist file 181.009 D.2619 (RG.24
Vo0l.20628) has recommendation forwarded to No.6 Group HQ, 12 February 1945 when he was
a Fitter in "B" Flight, No.427 Squadron. Had served two years in Canada, 33 months in UK.

Coupled with his devotion to duty and ability as a mechanic, Sergeant Fair's
pleasing personality has done much to promote harmony among his
subordinates and to gain the confidence of air crews. Result: excellent
serviceability. This NCO is making an outstanding contribution to the war effort
on this station.

* %k 3k k %

FAIRBAIRN, Corporal Donald Bradford (R170776) - British Empire Medal - RCAF Overseas
Headquarters - Award effective 14 June 1945 (RCAF Routine Order 1127/45 dated 6th July
1945). Born in Beamsville, Ontario, 25 May 1913 (RCAF press release announcing award).
Educated there and Ontario Agricultural College. Farm commentator for CBC, 1939-1942.
Enlisted in Toronto, 12 June 1942. Trained at Queen's University and McGill. Further trained at
No.31 RDF (radar) School, Clinton, Ontario, 18 February to 30 May 1943. Taken on strength of
RCAF Overseas Headquarters, 5 February 1944. Corporal, 1 May 1944; Pilot Officer, 23 January



1945; released 4 August 1945.

A member of the field radio recording unit since its inception, Corporal Fairbairn
accompanied Mitchell bombers into aerial action on D Day to broadcast over
leading international networks Royal Canadian Air Force operations on the
attack. Subsequently covering operations right through into Holland and
Germany, he has taken ever greater responsibilities as sickness, accidents and
enemy action took a toll of other members of the unit. He has done an
extraordinarily productive job far beyond the line of ordinary duty. He has
handled the most difficult assignments, combing with his air force duties those
of a broadcasting system war correspondent. His daily reports to Canada have
been concise, accurate and so authoritative that they are regularly used on other
major networks, bringing to millions of listeners the feats of the Royal Canadian
Air Force.

RCAF photo PL-41172 (ex UK-17866 dated 3 January 1945) captioned “Don Fairbairn, Corporal,
RCAF announcer”.

RCAF photo PL-41175 (ex UK-17869 dated 3 January 1945) shows Corporal Don Fairbairn (left)
and Stanley Maxted (BBC) with RCAF recording truck. PL-41177 (ex UK-17871 dated 3 January
1945) shows Corporal Don Fairbairn (left) and R.L.S. Newman (BBC engineer).

RCAF photo PL-42606 (ex UK-19763) of 27 March 1945 is captioned as follows: “Pilot Officer
Don Fairbairn, CBC’'s commentator with the RCAF in Europe describes a Luftwaffe airfield and
American troops captured near Munchen Gladbach, Germany. He is standing under what is
thought to have been a gallows used to discipline Russian Todt workers in the field. The sign,
translated, reads, ‘No entry; who wishes to enter dies’. In the radio van at rear is Larry
Marshall, chief engineer of the CBC overseas.”

RCAF Photo PL-42608 (27 March 1945) shows F/L Charles Hutchings (Toronto), “in charge of the
RCAF’s radio service on the continent.” At the microphone is P/O Don Fairbairn. “former CBC
commentator who is seen describing a Luftwaffe airfield which the Americans captured near
Munchen-Gladbach, Germany.” Donald is standing beneath what was believed to be a gallows
used to “discipline” Russian slave labour on the aerodrome. At the recording machine in the
radio van at the rear is Larry Mitchell, chief engineer for the CBC overseas. “Larry is a well
known Canadian advertising copy and script writer.”

RCAF Photo PL-42819 (5 April 1945) shows P/O Don Fairbairn (right) indicating point of interest
on a field of a Canadian Spitfire wing in Belgium to E.L. Bushell (Toronto, director of CBC
programmes) centre, and R.G. Cahoon (Montreal, chief engineer of CBC international service).

RCAF Photo PL-43775 (27 April 1945) shows P/O Don Fairbairn interviewing “a group of
released Hollanders” taken near Weser River while awaiting interrogation by Americans and
bus transport home.



RCAF photo PL-44473 (ex UK-21983 dated 7 June 1945) is interviewed as follows: “Flight
Lieutenant Jack Radford, Toronto, being interviewed by P/O Don Fairbairn, RCAF Radio. F/L
Radford’s harness and parachute were torn off when the Lancaster bomber in which he was
navigator blew up on a mission to Schweinfurt. He tells how he managed to clutch it in his
hand as he fell and pull the ripcord. F/L Radford is the eldest son of J.R. Radford, Toronto,
Station Relations Director at the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.”

* % % k %k

FAIRBANKS, F/L David Charles (J9069) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.274 Squadron - Award
effective 23 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 471/45 dated 16 March
1945. American citizen, born 12 August 1922. Enlisted in Hamilton, 18 February 1941 and
posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.4 Manning Depot, 2 April 1941. To Dartmouth, , 8 April
1941; to No.3 ITS, 27 May 1941; promoted LAC, 2 July 1941 and posted that date to No.21 EFTS;
to No.9 SFTS, 1 September 1941. Graduated and commissioned 21 November 1941. To Central
Flying School, Trenton, 22 November 1941; to No.13 SFTS, 14 March 1942. Promoted Flying
Officer, 1 October 1942. To “Y” Depot, 28 February 1943; to RAF overseas, 27 March 1943;
disembarked in Britain, 4 April 1943. To No.17 (Pilots) AFU, 18 May 1943. To No.58 OTU, 3
August 1943. Temporary Duty, Takoradi, September 1943. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 21
November 1943. To No.2 Tactical Evaluation Unit, 31 December 1943. To No.501 Squadron, 12
January 1944. To No.274 Squadron, 11 August 1944. To No.3 Squadron, 8 January 1945.
Promoted Squadron Leader, 10 February 1945. Missing 28 February 1945 (Tempest NV943).
Safe in United Kingdom, 10 May 1945. Repatriated 6 July 1945. To No.1 Composite Training
School, 20 July 1945. To Release Centre, 3 October 1945. Released 12 October 1945. Obtained
a degree in Mechanical Engineering from Cornell University, June 1950. Served with No.401
(Auxiliary) Squadron, 1 September 1951 to 22 October 1952 (service number 105336) in rank of
Squadron Leader. Employed by Sperry Gyroscope Company (Field Service Division), in May
1952 he was sent to No.1 Fighter Wing, North Luffenham to service the AICM radar gunsight.
Accepted for service with RAF Auxiliary (No.504 Squadron) during his time in England. With
No0.401 Squadron again, 1 January 1954 to 31 January 1953. With No.411 (Auxiliary) Squadron,
1 February 1954 to 1 November 1956. No squadron leader position available and his work as
test pilot and executive with De Havilland (Canada) compelled him to request release. Died in
Toronto, 9 September 1975. Photo PL-42441 shows him being interviewed by a BBC
correspondent, 26 February 1945, while with No.274 Squadron. RCAF photo PL-44219 (ex UK-
21710 dated 26 May 1945) shows two former POWSs at Bournemouth: S/L David C. Fairbanks,
DFC (left) and F/L C.H. Bullock, DFM. For additional details see H.A. Halliday, The Tumbling Sky
and Summer 1977 issue of Journal of the Canadian Aviation Historical Society. Medals and
logbook displayed in RCAF Memorial Museum, Trenton, Ontario. Credited with the following
victories (aircraft serials via Chris Shores, Aces High, 2nd edition): 8 June 1944 one Bf.109
destroyed plus one Bf.109 damaged (No.501 Squadron, Spitfire X4272 coded SD-J); 29 August
1944, one V-1 destroyed (No.274 Squadron Tempest); 17 December 1944, two Bf.109s
destroyed and one Bf.109 damaged (No.274 Squadron, Tempest EJ762); 4 January 1945, one
FW.190 destroyed (No.3 Squadron, Tempest EJ777); 14 January 1945, one Bf.109 destroyed
plus one FW.290 destroyed (No.3 Squadron, Tempest EJ690); 23 January 1945, one Ju.52
destroyed (shared with another pilot) plus one Ju.88 probably destroyed plus one Ju.88



damaged (No.3 Squadron, Tempest EJ695; probably and damaged claims on aircraft on airfield);
11 February 1945, one Me.262 destroyed (No.274 Squadron, Tempest NV645; victim was
actually an Ar.234); 14 February 1945, one Me.262 damaged (No.274 Squadron, NV645); 16
February 1945, two Bf.109s destroyed (No.274 Squadron, NV645); 22 February 1945, two
FW.190Ds destroyed (No.274 Squadron, Tempest EJ648); 24 February 1945, one FW.190
destroyed (No.274 Squadron, Tempest NV943); 28 February 1945, one FW.190 destroyed
(No.274 Squadron, NV943; he was shot down and taken prisoner in this engagement).

Flight Lieutenant Fairbanks has completed a large number of sorties and has set
a fine example of determination and devotion to duty throughout. On one
occasion in November 1944, whilst attacking an enemy locomotive, his aircraft
was badly hit and turned completely over while at a low altitude. One of the
petrol tanks was pierced and a fire commenced in one of the wings. Displaying
admirable coolness and great skill, Flight Lieutenant Fairbanks succeeded in
righting the aircraft and set course for home. The fire in the wing died down but
not before it had done much damage. Nevertheless, Flight Lieutenant Fairbanks
succeeded in reaching base. This officer has invariably displayed a high degree
of courage.

FAIRBANKS, F/L David Charles (J9069) - Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross - No.274 Squadron -
Award effective 6 March 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 625/45 dated 13
April 1945.

This officer continues to display a high standard of skill and gallantry. Within
recent weeks he has destroyed five enemy aircraft, bringing his victories to eight.
Flight Lieutenant Fairbanks has also effectively attacked many enemy targets on
the ground. His keenness and determination have set a high example to all.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9044 has recommendation drafted 17 January 1945 by the
Commanding Officer, No.3 Squadron, when he had flown 130 sorties (145 hours) of which 15
sorties (20 hours) had been since his previous award.

Flight Lieutenant Fairbanks has carried out many offensive operations and shown
himself to be an outstanding leader of great skill and determination. In the face
of heavy enemy defences he has carried out many difficult sorties, pressing hime
his attacks to the utmost, destroying and damaging 14 trains as well as barges,
rolling stock and road transport. Since being awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross, this officer has destroyed five and a half enemy aircraft in aerial combat,
including two individually on each of two separate occasions. His energetic and
courageous leadership has largely contributed to the success of the squadron
and has been an inspiration to all the pilots.

Wing Commander Booker wrote (20 January 1945):

Since being posted to No.3 Squadron as Flight Commander a month ago, Flight



Lieutenant Fairbanks has very obviously inspired his Flight by his magnificent
flying and leadership. | strongly support the Squadron Commander’s
recommendation.

Also on 20 January 1945 a Group Captain (signature illegible) wrote:

Since the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross on 9™ December 1944, this
officer has continued to lead his flight in a most outstandingly, successful and
aggressive manner.

Apart from the numerous ground targets destroyed and damaged, he personally
destroyed 2 % enemy aircraft on the 17™ December, one on the 4% January and
a further two on 14, bringing his score in just over three weeks to 5 %
destroyed, and his total victories to 8 %2 enemy aircraft destroyed. Strongly
recommended for the immediate award of a Bar to the Distinguished Flying
Cross.

This was endorsed by the Air Officer Commanding, No.83 Group (23 January 1945) and by Air
Marshal Coningham on 27 January 1945.

FAIRBANKS, S/L David Charles (J9069) - Second Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross - No0.274
Squadron - Award effected 7 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 20 July 1945 and AFRO
1453/45 dated 14 September 1945.

Squadron Leader Fairbanks has destroyed fifteen enemy aircraft. On two
separate occasions since his last award he has shot down two aircraft in one
sortie and in less than a fortnight he has destroyed six, including a jet propelled
aircraft. As a flight and then a squadron commander he has led many daring and
highly successful attacks on enemy communications, principally locomotives and
road transport. In three weeks seventy-two enemy locomotives and vehicles
were successfully attacked. By the excellent example he has set, his initiative
and fine leadership, this officer has inspired the other members of his squadron
and all pilots with whom he has come in contact.

Note: His tombstone in Homer (Cortland County), New York reads, “Be it known that after
many years in the air, Captain David C. Fairbanks, DSO, DFC and Bars was buried at sea on 9
Sept 75 so that he could explore the ocean depths as was his wish.”

Report on the action of 28 February 1945 stated - “Squadron Leader Fairbanks was one of six
pilots airborne at 0720 hours on the 28" of February on an armed recce of the Hamm-Munster-
Osnabruck area. At 0800 hours when the squadron was flying North at 6,000 feet
approximately nine miles North East of Osnabruck they sighted 40-plus FW.190s and ME.109s
flying South at the same height. The squadron turned and engaged the enemy and whilst the
dog fight was in progress, S/L Fairbanks called on his R/T asking for help stating that he had five
enemy aircraft on his tail. No further information is as yet available.”



On 8 March 1945, S/L Walter J. Hibbert (No.274 Squadron) wrote to his mother as follows:
Dear Mrs. Fairbanks,

By now you must have received the news that your sin, S/L Fairbanks, DFC and
Bar is missing from operations. He had been with the squadron for a year and in
that time it is easy to get to know a chap with whom one spends all and every
day. And because we knew him so well we miss him all the more. He was the
most successful pilot of the Wing, having destroyed fourteen and a half enemy
aircraft, most of them since Christmas. No wonder the other pilots were keen to
fly with him, and no wonder they had so much confidence in his leading. For
some reason that | have never understood he was known as “Foob”, and if ever
there was a dangerous job to be done or we had achieved some big success the
other fellows were bound to ask “Where’s old Foob ? What did he do ?”

He was missing after taking on six FW.190s by himself and | have never seen a
party of men so sorry as when we heard the news. He was loved and admired by
his men who have asked me to send their regrets and sympathy to you for his
loss.

A summary of his flying to 31 December 1954 listed the following types: Finch (71.30), Harvard
(1,050.55), Tiger Moth (4.50), Miles Master (56.20), Spitfire (236.15), Auster (1.15), Tempest
(147.35), Typhoon (35 minutes), Martinet (30 minutes), Expeditor (5.30), Cessna (36.15),
Lockheed 12 (2.30), Oxford (5.40), Vampire 1l (113.25), Vampire X (2.25), Meteor VIl and VIII
(166.05), Meteor NF.XI (2.30), Sabre (7.30), Anson (1.30), Bristol Freighter (5.15), Stearman,
Cornell and Cub (3.00).

Training: Interviewed 17 February 1941 by F/O C.C. Conover - “A good type of American
boywho should be satisfactory as a pilot with training.” Noted that his hobbies had been
building model aircraft and using diving equipment.

Attended No.3 ITS, 28 May to 3 July 1941. Courses in Mathematics (77/100), Armament,
practical and oral (55/100), Signals (96/100), Hygiene and Sanitation (32/40), Drill (77/100) and
Law and Discipline (45/60). Placed 62" in a class of 238. “Good background. Serious. Quiet
talker. Neat. Good appearance. Very keen and alert. Youthful. Depend able type.”

Attended No.21 EFTS, 3 July to 1 September 1941. Fleet Finch aircraft - 28.45 dual, 29.40 solo.
Was 5.25 on instruments. Logged eight hours in Link. “Good progress, Quick to learn”. (A.M.
Snowdon, Chief Flying Instructor). Ground courses in Airmanship (166/200), Airframes
(59/100), Aero Engines (74.5/100), Signals, practical (100/100), Theory of Flight (92/100), Air
Navigation (133/200)and Armament, oral (154/200). Rated 110/200 in Qualities as an Officer.
“Quite young. Inclined to treat G.I.S. like high school. Conduct fair. Work very good. Ability
above average.” (Clyde J. Fitch, Chief Ground Instructor).



Attended No.9 SFTS, 1 September to 21 November 1941. Harvard Il aircraft - 34.30 day dual,
42.30 day solo, 1.15 night dual, 11.15 night solo. Was 20 hours on instruments; logged 20.15 in
Link. “Smooth and capable - excellent material.” (S/L J.W. Gledhill). Courses in Airmanship and
Maintenance (152/200), Armament, written (76/100), Armament, practical (76/100),
Navigation (124/150), Meteorology (43/50), Signals, written (46/50) and Signals, practical
(100/100). “Above average student. Quick and intelligent. Conduct and deportment good.”
(S/L D.C. Cairns, Chied Ground Instructor). Placed second in a class of 52. Recommended for
fighters but also to be instructor. W/C E.M. Mitchell wrote, “Exceptional pilot all through his
training. Reliable, amazing in quickness to learn, impressive, smart.”

Attended Central Flying School, 24 December 1941 to 12 March 1942. Flew single-engine
primary aircraft (6.00 day dual, 7.05 day solo), single-engine advanced aircraft (15.50 day dual,
19.30 day solo, 2.00 night dual, 1.00 night solo) and twin-engine advanced aircraft (6.45 day
dual, 15.05 day solo, 1.10 night dual, one hour night solo). “A good average pilot. Patter is a
little weak. Tends to become confused if he is interrupted. Acrobatics and instruments good.
Voice clear, manner pleasant. Should become a good instructor with experience.” (F/O D.J.
MacLean). Ground subjects were Airframes (61/100), Engines (64/100), Airmanship (75/100)
and Air Navigation (66/100). Tested 12 March 1942 in a Harvard Il by F/L B.A. Casey who
graded him as follows: Sequence (fair, needs practice), Voice (clear), Manner (interesting),
Ability as Pilot (Average, needs practice in forced landings), and generally “An average pilot who
should improve with experience and diligence.” Rated Category “C”.

Retested 21 March 1943, by which time he had flown 765 hours as instructor. Tested in a
Harvard by F/L C.R. Mills (Visiting Flight). Graded as follows: Sequence (brief), Voice (clear),
Manner (pleasant), Ability to Impart Knowledge (good average), Ability as Pilot (good average -
general knowledge very weak) and generally “A capable instructor. Should study A.P. 129,
chapter 3, to improve his general knowledge). Rated Category “B”.

Assessments: “Does only what is required of him. Makes some mistakes; needs to be checked
up occasionally. Improves his knowledge if not too much effort.” (S/L L.L. Mangeau, No.13
SFTS, 16 August 1942).

“Average officer who is doing a good job as an instructor.” (S/L L.L. Mangeau, No.13 SFTS, 3
February 1943).

“Is possessed of a very strong personality and as a result has considerable influence over his
fellow men. He has always used this characteristic to the best advantage of the squadron. An
extremely keen and enthusiastic pilot and officer. He has shown himself to be aware of his
responsibilities in both capacities and has always carried out his duties with dash and vigour.”
(S/L A.H. Baird, No.274 Squadron, 8 January 1945, when he had flown 1,462 hours, 60 in
previous six months). To this is added, “A fine type of officer who has proved himself to be a
daring and skilful pilot. He possesses a quiet but strong personality and is liked and respected
by all those with whom he serves.” (G/C P.G. Jameson).

* % % k %k



FAIREY, F/L Walter McNutt (J14324) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.624 Squadron - Award
effective 17 August 1944 as per London Gazette dated 25 August 1944 and AFRO 2231/44
dated 13 October 1944. Born in Calgary, 6 August 1911; home in Lloydminster, Saskatchewan.
Salesman in Winnipeg before the war. Had acquired a Private Pilots License before the war (ten
hours dual, 49 hours solo). Enlisted in Winnipeg, 27 September 1940 and posted to No.2
Manning Depot. Attached Brandon Flying Club, 1 October to 23 December 1940 for instructor
training. To No.14 EFTS, Portage la Prairie, 16 January 1941. Promoted Sergeant, 8 February
1941. Granted Leave Without Pay, 17 February 1941 and employed as a flying instructor. As of
19 June 1942 he was posted from No.14 EFTS to No.5 Manning Depot. Posted to No.6 SFTS,
Dunnville, 18 July 1942. Graduated and commissioned as of 11 September 1942. To “Y” Depot,
25 September 1942. To RAF overseas, 19 October 1942; disembarked in Britain, 2 November
1942. To No.15 (Pilots) AFU, 19 November 1942 (Oxfords, 66 hours 45 minutes plus 9.55 at
No.1512 BAT Flight, 5-18 January 1943). To No.23 OTU, 9 February 1943 (Wellingtons, 89 hours
20 minutes). Promoted Flying Officer, 11 March 1943. To No.1659 Heavy Conversion Unit, 7
May 1943. (Halifax Il and V, 50 hours 20 minutes) To No.1575 Flight, 4 June 1943 (he lists this as
No.161 Squadron, Halifax V, special duties, 17.20)). To North Africa, 19 June 1943. To No.624
Squadron, 22 September 1943 (Halifax II, special duties, 570 hours ten minutes, plus 6.15 on
Stirling and 25.20 on radar training in Hudsons) . Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 February 1944.
Promoted Squadron Leader, 5 September 1944. To No.1 BPB (whatever that is), 4 September
1944. Embarked from North Africa, 14 October 1944; arrived in Britain, 23 October 1944.
Repatriated 27 November 1944. To Northwest Air Command, 13 January 1945. To Fort Nelson,
28 January 1945. To Release Centre, 21 October 1945. Released 26 October 1945. Died in
Calgary, 22 February 1991.

Now in his second tour of operational duty, this officer has always shown the
greatest possible determination and has seldom failed to complete an operation.
Flight Lieutenant Fairey's high standard of courage and ability have been an
example to all in his squadron.

FAIREY, S/L Walter McNutt, DFC (J14324) - Croix de Guerre (France) - Overseas - Awarded as
per AFRO 1619/45 dated 19 October 1945. Public Records Office Air 2/8769 has recommended
citation (but not unit).

This officer has completed numerous missions over territory occupied by the
enemy. His courage and determination are outstanding and during more than
50 sorties he has achieved a large proportion of success.

Notes: On a form dated 21 November 1944 he stated he had flown 76 sorties and 587 hours
ten minutes on operations (the last on 1 August 1944). Total flying overseas had been 923.25
which included 88.20 on assorted types (Fairchild Argus, Dakota, Ventura, Fortress, Mitchell,
Baltimore). Also claimed 1,200 hours in Canada as instructor. This appears accurate.

Assessed 16 November 1944 when he had flown 2,300 hours (400 in previous six months).
Flight Commander and captain. “Very good organizer. Thoroughly dependable, above average



pilot. A first class officer who would do well in any capacity.” (W/C C.S.G. Stanbury, No.624
Squadron).

Assessed 22 May 1945 on recommendation for appointment to Temporary Squadron Leader -
“Considered above average officer. Has administrative ability and has handled his station well.”
(G/C V.H. Patriarche, Northwest Air Command Headquarters, Edmonton).

Training: Interviewed 5 September 1940 by F/O F.W. Severin - “Graduated from High School
with honours. Outstanding athlete. Good appearance. Excellent voice and manner. Highly
recommended. Anxious to serve and has spent $ 450 to qualify, He would like instructional
work but quire prepared to serve in the Force if exigencies of service so require,”

Tested as an instructor at No.14 EFTS and one and one-half months work (about 2 April 1941)
by F/L J.C. Wickett - “This instrictor shows a good knowlede of patter, but flying and
demonsttarions are a little weak. It is recommended that he be not given a raise in categoy at
the present time.”

Assessed as Instructor, 25 September 1941 at which time he had flown 510 hours instructing.
Tested on a Tiger Moth by S/L A.J. Shelfoon (No.1 Visiting Flight, Central Flying School) who
described him under the following headings - Sequence (very good), Voice (clear), Manner
(interesting), Ability to Impart Knowledge (high average), and Ability as Pilot (above average).
“A capable pilot with an interesting method of demonstrating,”

Course at No.6 SFTS was 20 July to 11 September 1942. Harvard aircraft - 26.50 day dual, 26.25
day solo, 5.00 night dual, 5.25 night solo. Was 11.40 on instriments and 15 hours in Link.
Ground courses in Airmanship and Maintenance (174/200), Armament, written (89/100),
Armament, practical (93/100), Navigation and Meteorology (129/200), Signals,, written
(75/100) and Signals, practical (48/50). Placed 11t in a class of 31. “Good type of pilot. Above
average ability.”

* %k 3k k %

FAIRHURST, FS James Henry (R54953) - Mention in Despatches - No.5 Squadron (Canada) -
Award effective 14 November 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 2684/44
dated 15 December 1944. Born 24 April 1910. Home in Montreal; enlisted there 31 May 1940
as Aero Engine Mechanic. To Technical Training School, St. Thomas, 5 July 1940. Promoted AC1,
31 August 1940. To No.5 (BR) Squadron, 6 November 1940. Promoted LAC, 1 July 1941.
Promoted Corporal, 1 February 1943. Remustered to Flight Engineer, 1 November 1943.
Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 January 1944. To No.11 (BR) Squadron, 17 October 1944,
Commissioned 16 January 1945 (C52655). To “K”, 23 May 1945. To Eastern Air Command, 1
November 1945. To Release Centre, 30 December 1945. Released 11 February 1946.

This NCO was first flight engineer in an attack against an enemy submarine
during which he exchanged fire, cleared two stoppages, and continued firing at
the submarine, thereby preventing its crew from taking full advantage of their
heavier armament. His shooting on this occasion was very accurate. This NCO



has at all times shown competence and devotion to duty on operational sorties.

* %k % k k

FAIRLEY, P/O James Alan (J17088) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.61 Squadron - Award
effective 3 June 1943 as per London Gazette dated 15 June 1943 and AFRO 1338/43 dated 16
July 1943. Born 15 December 1915. Graduate of Ridley College, St.Catharines, Ontario. Home
in Toronto; enlisted there 26 February 1941. To No.1 Manning Depot, 18 April 1941. To No.31
BGS, 15 May 1941 (non-flying duty). To No.3 ITS, 20 June 1941; promoted LAC, 25 July 1941 and
posted that date to No.17 EFTS; to No.8 SFTS, 13 September 1941. Ceased training, 3 October
1941 and posted away on 4 October 1941. To No.4 AOS, 22 November 1941. To Trenton, 24
February 1942; to No.7 BGS, 28 March 1942. Graduated and promoted Sergeant, 27 April 1942.
To “Y” Depot that date. To RAF overseas, 15 May 1942. Commissioned 23 February 1943.
Repatriated 13 June 1945. Released 13 September 1945. Died at Uxbridge, Ontario, 31 May
1999 as per Royal Canadian Legion “Last Post” website and Legion Magazine of
September/October 1999. RCAF photo PL-28291 (ex UK-9192 dated 23 March 1944) is
captioned as follows: “F/O J.A. Fairley, DFC of 25 Dunbar Road, Toronto (extreme right) recently
went to Buckingham Palace to receive fromthe King the Distinguished Flying Cross. At the same
investiture was the navigator of his crew, Flying Officer W.G. Apps, DFC, who trained in Canada.
The picture shows F/O Apps, his wife on his right, his mother on his left and Flying Officer
Fairley.” Citation drafted when he had flown 34 sorties and 203 hours as an air gunner (Public
Record Office Air 2/8955).

This officer has taken part in numerous sorties against such distant and strongly
fortified targets as Essen, Hamburg, Cologne, Turin and Spezia. Throughout
these attacks his cool courage under heavy anti-aircraft fire has been
exemplary. His keen watchfulness has inspired confidence in his pilot and crew
and thus has contributed much to the successes achieved. His courage and
devotion to duty have invariably been highly commendable.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/8955 has recommendation drafted 27 April 1943 when he had
flown 34 sorties (29 successful) over 203 hours 30 hours. Sortie list and submission as follows:

18 November 1942 Turin (8.10)

8 December 1942  Turin (8.15, bombed from 6,500 feet)

9 December 1942  Turin (8.00, bombed from 6,500 feet)

14 December 1942 GARDENING (2.25, group recall)

20 December 1942 Duisburg (9.10, bombed from 10,500 fee)

21 December 1942 Munich (3.14, unsuccessful, intercom and R/T failure)

9 January 1943 Essen (2.30, unsuccessful, navigational equipment unserviceable).

11 January 1943 Essen (3.10, unsuccessful. oxygen failure)

16 January 1943 Berlin (8.30)

17 January 1943 Berlin (9.05, photo 9 1.2 miles south of aiming point)

30 January 1943 Hamburg (6.45; jettisoned case of incendiaries to gain height)

2 February 1943 Cologne (5.00, saw bombs burst near marker)

3 February 1943 Hamburg (2.10, unsuccessful, oxygen failure)



11 February 1943  Wilhelmshaven (5.00, bombed from 13,000 feet)

13 February 1943  Lorient (5.25, bombed visually from 13,000 feet)

14 February 1943  Milan (9.00, photo one miles from aiming point)

16 February 1943  Lorient (6.10, photo one miles from aiming point)

18 February 1943  Wilhelmshaven (4.40, bombed from 12,000 feet, photo)
25 February 1943  Nuremberg (7.20, bombed from 14,500 feet, photo)

26 February 1943  Cologne (4.50, photo fires)

28 February 1943  St. Nazaire (6.45, photo, fires)

1 March 1943 Berlin (6.50, bombed from 15,000 feet; photo 5,000 yards, aiming
point)

3 March 1943 Hamburg (5.45, photo fires)

5 March 1943 Essen (8.45, damaged by flak, photo fires)

8 March 1943 Nuremberg (7.35, photo aiming point)

22 March 1943 St. Nazaire (6.40, photo fires)

26 March 1943 Duisburg (5.05, hydraulics unserviceable)

27 March 1943 Berlin (6.55, bombed from 17,000 fee, fires)

29 March 1943 Berlin (7.10, photo fires, hit by flak)

3 April 1943 Essen (4.55, photo firee)

4 April 1943 Kiel (5.15)

8 April 1943 Duisburg (5.40)

9 April 1943 Duisburg (4.15, hit by flak)

13 April 1943 Spezia (9.15, photo aiming point “A”)

This officer has taken part in 29 successful sorties against such heavily defended
and far distant targets as Berlin (on five occasions) and Nuremberg as well as
targets in Essen, Hamburg, Cologne, Turin and Spezia. Throughout these
attacks his conduct under heavy anti-aircraft fire has always been exemplary.

His keen watchfulness and the confidence he inspired have enabled his pilot to
show the keenest offensive spirit, and have materially assisted in the success of
the sorties. He is strongly recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross.

Public Record Office Air 50/191 has a combat report for an action involving him as Mid-Upper
Gunner and a F/L Ingham as Rear Gunner:

Herewith Air Gunners report in respect of Lancaster C, ED630 Mark Il which
was attacked by an enemy aircraft from underneath on its homeward track
from Duisburg on the night of 9/10 April 1943.

Aircraft Lancaster C, ED630 whilst engaged on operations to Duisberg on the
night of 9/10 April 1943, was attacked from underneath. After leaving the
target at a position 5287" North 04 50" East at a height of 16,000 feet at 2350



hours. The Lancaster was steering a course of 280 M and stepping down from
20,000 feet, the rear gunner reported that at the moment the enemy aircraft
opened fire the bomber was at the top prior to making a diving turn to
starboard flying at an I.A.S. of 150 m.p.h. The visibility was good being about
4,000 feet. There was no searchlight activity before diving or after the attack
nor were there any star shells or flak or ground lights indicating the bomber
track. The rear gunner states that just previous to the diving turn to starboard a
search had been carried out from a standing position and had revealed no
presence of enemy aircraft below and he suggests therefore that the enemy
aircraft was flying underneath the bomber. Damage to the blade of the port
inner airscrew and the underside of the port inner engine was sustained. The
enemy aircraft was not seen by any member of the crew during its break away
nor were any further attacks made.

The website “Lost Bombers” describes an incident later in his career. Halifax MZ867, No.427
Squadron (ZL-G), target Neuss, 27/28 November 1944. This was one of two No.427 Squadron
Halifaxes lost on this operation (the other was LV945). Airborne at 1656 hours, 27 November
1944 from Leeming. Soon afterwards the starboard inner engine failed and the Halifax began to
lose height. Bombs were jettisoned and the crew returned to base, landing on the grass parallel
to the main runway. Due to damp conditions, the Halifax finished up near the range butts,
damaged beyond repair. No crew injuries; crew were P/O R.R.McKenney, RCAF; Sergeant
H.E.Prior; F/O R.E.Bronson, RCAF; F/O D.J.Fraser, RCAF; P/O S.W.Danks; F/O C.Kelway. RCAF; F/O
J.A.Fairley, DFC, RCAF.

* %k %k k %k

FALCONER, F/L John Robert (J13488) - Commended for Valuable Services - No.7 Bombing and
Gunnery School - Award effective 14 November 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and
AFRO 2684/44 dated 15 December 1944. Born 9 November 1911. Enlisted in Montreal, 24
August 1940. To Eastern Air Command, 14 September 1940. To No.1 ITS, 12 October 1940.
Promoted LAC, 4 November 1940 and posted that date to No.4 EFTS; to No.8 SFTS, 25 December
1940; promoted Sergeant, 7 April 1941, although he had already been posted to No.1 ANS as of
4 April 1941. To No.8 SFTS, apparently to instruct, 8 June 1941. Commissioned 15 August
1942. To No.7 BGS, 31 March 1944. To Release Centre, 6 February 1945. Released 9 February
1945. As of 1947 he was in Saint John, New Brunswick.

This officer has completed over three years as a navigator instructor and has
displayed outstanding qualities of energy and ability and great devotion to duty.

* k 3k k% %

FALLIS, F/O Allan Harry (J16828) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.524 Squadron - Award
effective 5 February 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 February 1945 and AFRO 563/45



dated 29 March 1945. Born in Minnedosa, Manitoba, 4 February 1922; home in Portage la
Prairie, Manitoba. Previously served with Manitoba Mounted Rifles, attending summer camps in
1937, 1938 and 1939. Enlisted in Winnipeg, 15 April 1941 and posted to No.2A Manning Depot.
To No.10 Repair Depot, 7 June 1941. Posted to No.2 ITS, 3 July 1941. Promoted LAC, 3 August
1941) and posted that date to No.2 AOS; to No.2 BGS, 25 October 1941; promoted Sergeant and
posted to No.1 ANS, 6 December 1941. To “Y” Depot, 6 January 1942. To RAF overseas, 23
January 1942. Disembarked in Britain, 9 February 1942. To No.2 (Observer) AFU, 4 May 1942
(Ansons). To No.23 OTU, 2 June 1942 (Wellingtons, 75 hours 15 minutes). To No.218
Conversion Flight, 19 August 1942. To No.1657 Conversion Unit, 14 October 1942 (Stirlings, 50
hours 25 minutes which much include earlier time at Conversion Flight). To No.218 Squadron,
16 October 1942 (Stirlings, 159 hours 40 minutes). Commissioned 3 January 1943. To No.29
OTU, 20 March 1943 (Wellingtons, 82.10), . Promoted Flying Officer, 3 July 1943. Leave in
Canada, 10 May 1944 to 3 July 1944. To No.514 Squadron, 22 July 1944 (Lancasters, 135 hours
15 minutes). Repatriated 23 November 1944. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 3 January 1945. To
No.2 Air Command Headquarters, Winnipeg, 8 January 1945. To No.7 AQS, Portage la Prairie, 9
January 1945. To No.8 Repair Depot, 16 September 1945. To No.2 Air Command, 20 November
1945. Remained in postwar RCAF (19885), reverting to Flying Officer, 1 October 1946. To
Station Winnipeg, 1 March 1947. To No.416 Squadron, Rivers, 10 May 1947. To Northwest Air
Command Composite Flight, Edmonton, 17 August 1947. To No.10 Construction and
Maintenance Unit, Edmonton, 5 April 1948. Transferred to Construction Engineer Branch, 3
March 1949. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 June 1949. To Station Fort Nelson, 2 August 1949.
To Rivers, 1 August 1951. Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 June 1952. Awarded Queen's
Coronation Medal, 23 October 1953, while a Squadron Leader on staff of Canadian Joint Air
Training Centre. To No.1 Air Division, Europe, 20 November 1953. To SHAPE Headquarters, 31
December 1955. To AFHQ, Ottawa, 25 June 1957. Promoted to Wing Commander, 1 April 1959.
To Toronto (Staff College), 4 September 1962. To AFHQ, 27 June 1963. Retired 1 February
1967. Died in Ottawa, 4 May 1989 as per Airforce Magazine of October-November-September
1989. No citation other than "completed...numerous operations against the enemy in the course
of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty."
Public Records Office Air 2/8830 has recommendation dated 4 November 1944 when he had
flown 47 sorties (247 hours 35 minutes), 28 July 1942 to 26 October 1944,

28 July 1942 - Hamburg (8.15)

31 July 1942 - Dusseldorf (5.50)

6 October 1942 - Bordeaux (7.30)

21 October 1942 - West Frisians (3.00)
26 October 1942 - Bordeaux (7.20)

7 November 1942 - Genoa (8.35)

10 November 1942 - West Frisians (4.10)
28 November 1942 - Turin (DNCO, (6.15)
29 November 1942 - Turin (8.20)

2 December 1942 - Frankfurt (6.10)



7 December 1942 - West Frisians (3.20)
8 December 1942 - Kattegat (6.45)

13 December 1942 - ASR, Dutch Coast (5.05)
17 December 1942 - Fallersluben (5.50)
20 December 1942 - Duisberg (3.50)

8 January 1943 - Baltic (7.30)

14 January 1943 - Lorient (DNCO, 3.50)
15 January 1943 - Lorient (3.10)

23 January 1943 - Lorient (5.20)

3 September 1944 - Lindhoven (3.50)

5 September 1944 - Le Havre (3.20)

8 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.05)

10 September 1944 - Le Havre (3.25)
11 September 1944 - Kamen (4.20)

12 September 1944 - Frankfurt (6.40)
23 September 1944 - Dusseldorf (4.00)
28 September 1944 - Calais (2.35)

5 October 1944 - Saarbrucken (5.00)

6 October 1944 - Dortmund (5.30)

7 October 1944 - Emmerich (3.45)

14 October 1944 - Duisberg (4.05)

14 October 1944 - Duisberg (4.25)

19 October 1944 - Stuttgurt (5.00)

21 October 1944 - Flushing (4.25)

22 October 1944 - Nuess (4.30)

23 October 1944 - Essen (5.25)

25 October 1944 - Essen (4.10)

26 October 1944 - Leverkusen (4.15)

Flying Officer Fallis has taken part in forty-seven operational sorties as navigator
of heavy bomber aircraft. These sorties include attacks on all the most heavily
defended German targets.

He is an excellent navigator and has set a most praiseworthy example by the cool
and efficient manner in which he has carried out his work and by his genuine
keenness to take part in operations.

His second tour, which has included attacks against fifteen German targets and
attacks on important targets in enemy occupied territory, has been completed

by flying as spare navigator with no less than five different crews.

Flying Officer Fallis is strongly recommended for the award of the Distinguished



Flying Cross in recognition of his high standard of skill, courage and devotion to
duty.

Note: His postwar work in Construction Engineering was marked by many excellent reports.
The following remarks were written 24 June 1957 by Colonel Leroy Bartlett, USAF, Chief of Air
Installations Section, Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) for services
rendered 16 January to 24 June 1957:

During the above period, he performed the following duties under my
immediate supervision: established airfield constryction criteria, prepared
necessary staff studies to support such criteria, monitored airfield construction
in the Central area, attended conferences with nations to obtain agreement on
criteria and implementation of airfield construction and visited Commands and
nations to assure that criteria were properly followed in airfield construction. In
addition, he assisted the Section Chief in administrative and security functions
and in special staff studies on varied topics.

His manner of performance of duty was superior.

Remarks: Squadron Leader Fallis’ knowledge of NATO airfield infrastructure, his
general engineering construction knowledge and his ability to accomplish his
mission effectively have been of the utmost value to the Airfield Installations
Section. Based on daily personal observation and intimate knowledge of the
work done by Squadron Leader Fallis, | consider him fully qualified for promotion
to higher rank. Superior attitude, interest and ability have been demonstrated
both on work which is normal for an officer of his rank, and on work which
would normally be accomplished by an officer of higher rank.

* % % k %k

FALLON, F/O Frank Charles (129669) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.405 Squadron - Award
effective 10 May 1945 as per London Gazette dated 22 May 1945 and AFRO 1147/45 dated 13
July 1945. Born 8 November 1923. Enlisted in London, Ontario, 4 August 1942 and granted
Leave Without Pay. To No.1 Manning Depot, 14 September 1942. To No.6 ITS, 9 January 1943.
Promoted LAC, 19 March 1943; to No.1 BGS, 17 April 1943; to No.4 AQS, 10 July 1943.
Graduated and commissioned on 20 August 1943. To “Y” Depot, 3 September 1943. Taken on
strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 8 October 1943. Repatriated 19 May 1945. Released 29
June 1945. No citation other than "completed... numerous operations against the enemy in the
course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to
duty". Public Records Office Air 2/9070 has recommendation dated 20 February 1945 when he
had flown 45 sorties (194 hours 35 minutes), 27 May 1944 to 14 February 1945.



27 May 1944 - Le Clipon (4.00)

4 June 1944 - Calais (3.40)

5 June 1944 - Merville (5.50)

6 June 1944 - Conde (5.45)

12 June 1944 - Arras (4.35)

15 June 1944 - Boulogne (4.10)

16 June 1944 - Sterkrade (4.40)

1 July 1944 - Biennais (4.25)

4 July 1944 - Biennais (4.15)

5 July 1944 - Biennais (4.15)

9 July 1944 - Mont Candon (3.45)

7 August 1944 - Caen (2.30)

13 August 1944 - La Pallice (5.30)

14 August 1944 - TRACTABLE 22 (2.35)
18 August 1944 - Bremen (4.50)

25 August 1944 - Russelsheim (6.45)
26 August 1944 - Kiel (5.10))

11 September 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (3.20)
12 September 1944 - Wanne Eickel (3.25)
13 September 1944 - Nordstern (3.20)
20 September 1944 - Calais (2.05)

25 September 1944 - Calais (2.10)

30 September 1944 - Bottrop (3.20)

6 October 1944 - Sterkrade (3.05

14 October 1944 - Duisburg (3.20)

28 October 1944 - Cologne (4.05)

29 October 1944 - Walcheren (2.05)
31 October 1944 - Cologne (4.05)

4 November 1944 - Bochum (3.45)

6 November 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (3.40)
11 November 1944 - Dortmund (4.10)
16 November 1944 - Julich (3.15)

18 November 1944 - Wanne Eickel (4.25)
12 December 1944 - Essen (4.20)

21 December 1944 - Cologne (4.05)
30 December 1944 - Cologne (4.10)

2 January 1945 - Nuremburg (6.15)

5 January 1945 - Hannover (4.20)

5 January 1945 - Rayan (5.00)

22 January 1945 - Duisburg (3.50)

28 January 1945 - Stuttgart (5.50)

7 February 1945 - Cleve (3.50)



8 February 1945 - Politz (7.45)
13 February 1945 - Dresden (8.00)
14 February 1945 - Chemnitz (7.00)

Flying Officer Fallon has shown great keenness for operations. He has
participated in many sorties as Bomb Aimer, and his outstanding example has
helped to maintain a high standard of efficiency amongst the Bomb Aimers on
the squadron. Flying Officer Fallon has, at all times, displayed the greatest
keenness and determination and his example is most commendable. Flying
Officer Fallon has always been eager to engage the enemy and his results are
most gratifying.

* %k k k% %

FALLON, P/O Henry Richards (J86801) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.429 Squadron - Award
effective 1 September 1944 as per London Gazette dated 19 September 1944 and AFRO
2373/44 dated 3 November 1944. American in the RCAF; born in Bryn Mawr, USA, 31 August
1924; home there. To No.6 SFTS, 17 December 1942. To No.3 PAE, 7 March 1943. To No.2 Air
Gunner Ground Training School, 3 April 1943. Promoted LAC, 15 May 1943 and posted that
date to No.3 BGS. Promoted Sergeant, 25 June 1943. To “Y” Depot, 9 July 1943. To United
Kingdom, 15 July 1943. Commissioned 22 May 1944. Repatriated 23 November 1944,
Released 6 February 1945. No citation other than "completed...many successful operations
during which [he has] displayed high skill, fortitude and devotion to duty." DHist file 181.009
D.5524 (RG.24 Vol.20667) has recommendation for a DFM dated 2 June 1944 when he had
flown 29 sorties (188 hours 20 minutes), 15 September 1943 to 24 May 1944. Sergeant at that
date.

This NCO has been engaged on twenty-nine attacks on enemy targets, many of
them the most heavily defended targets in Germany. Throughout his tour as an
operational gunner he has shown a splendid offensive spirit and by his
cheerfulness has helped to encourage the rest of the crew, often under most
trying conditions. By his skill and unfailing watchfulness as a Mid-Upper Gunner
he has on several occasions been able to warn his captain of the approach of
enemy aircraft and to direct evasive action and save the crew from attack. He
has spent long periods in the mid-under lookout position and in spite of fatigue
and discomfort from cold, has carried out his duties cheerfully.

It is considered that this fine example of continual devotion to duty and
aggressive spirit fully merits the award of the Distinguished Flying Medal.

* k 3k k %



FALLOON, Sergeant George Hugh (R62201, later C18262) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.75
Squadron (somehow erroneously reported as No.158 Squadron)- Award effective 12 July 1943
as per London Gazette dated 13 July 1943 and AFRO 1724/43 dated 27 August 1943. Bornin
Strasbourg, Saskatchewan, 28 October 1916. Educated in Saskatchewan. Machine and tractor
operator. Enlisted in Saskatoon, 24 June 1940 as Aero Engine Mechanic. To Technical Training
School, St.Thomas, 14 August 1940. Promoted AC1, 21 December 1940. To No.4 SFTS, 27
December 1940. Promoted LAC, 21 March 1941. Promoted Corporal, 1 December 1941; to"Y"
Depot, 2 January 1942; to RAF overseas, 7 January 1942. To No.407 Squadron, 31 January
1942. To No.4 School of Technical Training, 11 August 1942. Remustered for Flight Engineer
duty, 30 September 1942 (promoted Sergeant that date). To No.1651 Conversion Unit, 1
October 1942. To No.75 Squadron, 13 January 1943. Detached to No.1657 Conversion Unit, 10
May 1943. Commissioned 5 August 1943 (C18862). To No.7 Squadron, 14 November 1943;
attached that date to Night Training Unit. Attached to Loughborough, 27 February 1944.
Embarked for Canada, 27 June 1944, arriving 4 July 1944. To No.1 Flight Engineer School, 25
September 1944. Posted to Station Aylmer, 31 March 1945. To Release Centre, 20 June 1945.
Released 28 June 1945. Photo PL-21859 shows him. Died in Smeaton, Saskatchewan, 28 July
1992 as per Legion Magazine of May 1993.

One night in June 1943, this airman was the flight engineer of an aircraft detailed
to attack a target at Le Creusot. During the operation the aircraft was hit by anti-
aircraft fire and fragments of shrapnel severed the petrol cock control, cables
and an oil pipe line, which caused a considerable quantity of oil to flow in the
fuselage. Sergeant Falloon was unable to operate the petrol cocks or ascertain
the source of the oil leak without entering the wing. By means of an axe he
made an aperture in the side of the fuselage and thus was able to crawl into the
wing and fulfil his task. By his initiative and determination this airman
contributed materially to the safe return of the aircraft.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/4974 has recommendation drafted about 22 June 1943 when
he had flown seven sorties (33 hours 55 minutes). The submission originated with No.75 (New
Zealand) Squadron.

Sergeant Falloon has to date taken part in seven successful operational sorties as
flight engineer.

On the night of 19t June 1943, during an attack on the armament factory at Le
Creusot, his aircraft received a direct hit by a light flak shell which burst inside
the port main plane. The shrapnel severed he petrol cock control cables and an
oil pipe line, which caused a large volume of oil to flow into the fuselage.

Sergeant Falloon was unable to turn on the petrol cocks as required, and was
unable to ascertain the source of the oil leak without entering the wing. In spite



of the fact that the aircraft was still in the target area, he decided to cut a hole in
the side of the fuselage in order that he could crawl into the wing.

Having made a hole in the metal about two feet square with an axe, he crawled
inside the wing and turned on the petrol cocks, and investigated the oil leak
which proved to be a punctured gun turret pipe line. He also examined the
landing gear for damage including the whole of the tyre for shrapnel cuts.

The safe return of the aircraft to base was undoubtedly due to Sergeant
Falloon’s resourcefulness and complete disregard for personal safety, for which
it is recommended that he be immediately awarded the Distinguished Flying
Medal.

The Group Captain in command of Station Newmarket wrote, on 23 June 1943:

The safe return of this aircraft and crew was undoubtedly due to the
resourcefulness and courageous conduct of Sergeant Falloon. After being hit,
the aircraft remained in the target area for 25 minutes endeavouring to pinpoint
the aiming point from a height of only 4,000 feet. This was only possible through
the ability of Sergeant Falloon in reaching the essential petrol cocks in the port
main plane. The immediate award of the Distinguished Flying Medal is strongly
recommended.

Notes: Described 10 December 1941 as follows: “This airman’s work is outstanding in every
department. He is definitely NCO material and strongly recommended for promotion to
Temporary Corporal.”

Seriously injured, shock and lacerations, 24 December 1943. Lancaster lll, serial JB735, letter
“L” of No.7 Squadron, taking off on an operational sortie, had attained 200 feet but was
sluggish and pilot (P/O H.C. Williams, RNZAF, 29 sorties) opted to crash land. Blame on pilot
(faulty cockpit drill). No fatalities but all injured. He reported:

| was thrown forward into the nose of the aircraft and knocked unconscious
when the aircraft struck the ground and was awakened by the noise from the
ammunition blowing up to find myself almost surrounded by flames. | pulled
myself up through a hole in the roof of the machine and walked approximately
twenty yards where | fell down in the soft field and a few seconds afterwards
was half-covered again by parts of aircraft and earth which was thrown about
when a bomb blew up. | was able to move a short distance farther where | lay
down again and remember very little more until December 26™.

Hospitalized four weeks before going to Rehabilitation Centre, Loughborough. At the time he



had flown about 355 hours (138 hours 45 minutes on operations).

Following repatriation, at Flight Engineer School, Aylmer, described as follows, 8 February 1945:
“A steady, reliable and hard working officer who has settled down and is doing a good job of
work at this unit.”

RCAF Press Release No. 2454 dated 20 July 1943 reads:

A glare of blue-white light suddenly flooded through a jagged hole in the wing of
a four-engined bomber. It lighted for an instant the tense face of a young
Canadian airman crouched, half-kneeling, half-lying amid a maze of pipe-lines
and tangled, severed cable.

Then the big bomber lurched and the huge wing was lIfted high at a steep angle.

Sergeant George Falloon, of Smeaton, Saskatchewan, rose with it, then as
suddenly, bracing his back against the hard rubber cover of a big petrol tank, he
felt himself and the huge wing falling as the pilot flung the bomber hard to the
other side.

Severely times the giant wing soared and fell, and the deadly searchlight glare
flicked on and off. Then the pilot got clear and, weaving only gently, the aircraft
still bomb-laden, sped for home.

Behind it were left the flak batteries and searchlights surrounding the great
armament works of Schneider at Le Creusot, defences which had worked so
furiously against the bombers’ low level attack.

But in the wing of the bomber, crouched behind one of the four roaring engines,
the Canadian flight engineer still worked steadily by the light of his pocket torch.

Completely cut off from his comrades, only the blue glare from below and the
violent gyrations of the aircraft had told him of the struggle to weave out of the
target area.

Now he knew that the bomber was on its course for home, but he also knew that
it was on his efforts out there in the wing that its chances of reaching home
depended. Flak had graced his forehead, but thinking nothing of it, he worked
steadily on.

And when finally oil-drenched and gasping from petrol and monoxide fumes, he
crawled back into the fuselage he knew that everything was okay. There would



be no bale-out over France or Holland, nor a “ditching” near the enemy coast for
his comrades or himself.

It was for his hour of patient work far out in the bomber’s wing and for the
initiative and the determination that inspired it that he has been awarded the
Distinguished Flying Medal.

It was an “immediate award”, and it is the first Distinguished Flying Medal to be
won by a Canadian flight engineer.

The aircraft was over the target area, the bomb aimer vainly trying to locate the
huge buildings of the munitions works through the haze, when the burst of flak
hit it in the port wing.

Oil began to seep into the fuselage and the cables that control the supply to
several petrol tanks sagged and hung uselessly down. An oil pipe-line had been
cut and the cables to the tanks had been severed by the flak.

While the bomb-aimer still peered through the haze, the flight engineer’s mind
raced with the facts and figures of the fuel supply, but above all, stood out
several vital facts.

Unless the cable-ends connecting with the tanks were reached, the bombers
would not get home. And by now, all hope of finding the target having
necessarily been given up, the bombs would have to be carried back as they
could not be jettisoned at random over France.

At the low altitude at which they were flying, they would have little chance of
getting back with an uncertain petrol supply and one engine in danger of failing
through damage to the oil supply. With the added weight of the bombs, it would
be impossible.

The fuel supply of a big bomber is a complicated system. At regular intervals and
often at other times, petrol must be transferred from one tank to another, and
even from one wing to another as necessity arises.

If the control-cocks cannot bee reached, the situation is serious, particularly if
there is a danger of the “loss” of one or more engines when petrol must be

moved to adjust the loading.

Back on the Saskatchewan farm, he worked with his father and his brothers.



George Falloon learned to take stock of a situation quickly and to act upon it
immediately.

As a flight engineer, he acts quickly too.

“There’s only one thing to do,” he told the New Zealander, a squadron leader,
who is his skipper, “I'll have to get at those cables”.

Then he grabbed a short-handled crash-axe and went to work.

While the pilot weaved the bomb-laden aircraft out of the target area, Falloon,
working quickly and carefully, removed several sections of a pipe from the side
of the fuselage then cut through dozens of brackets supporting the carrier for
the insulated electrical wires.

It was a tedious beginning of the job he had to do, and it took him some time.
“Luckily,” he said afterwards, “I knew | had plenty of time, unless one engine
packed up quickly.”

Then, while the wireless operator held the cables safely out of the way, he
swung the crash-axe and cut through the metal alloy skin of the fuselage.

Three sides were cut when he decided to save time by folding back the flap like a
door, so lying on his back, shoulders braced against the floor of the kite, he
shoved in the metal with his feet.

It was not a large hole —about 12 inches by 18, and the Canadian flight engineer
is a tall broad-shouldered chap, well set-up by the strenuous life of the farm and
winters spent in lumber camps. But with a deal of squeezing, he managed to get
through.

When he came out an hour later, filthy with oil, he was gasping from the petrol
and monoxide fumes, but several times later during the trip, he went back into
the wing to make the necessary periodic changes of the tanks. He later
confessed that for two day afterwards he was unable to eat, but on the second
night, he went out with his crew on ops.

During the hour he spent inside the wing, Falloon crawled twelve or more feet
until he found the source of the oil leak. To his relief, it turned out to be from an
auxiliary tank line and not from an engine. Then, he carefully sorted out the
cables to the petrol-cocks and, with the contents of each tank clear in his mind —
a tough job even for a flight engineer to memorize accurately all those tanks — he



manipulated them to make the necessary changes.

“l thought I'd better have a look at the landing-gear then,” he related
afterwards. “It might have been hit by some of the flak.”

So, rising and falling there amid the searchlight beams and flak, he shone his
torch on the oleo leg and joints and the huge landing wheel tucked up in its
recess beneath the wing, turning it slowly round and scanning the tire for
damage. Luckily it had not been hit.

The gallant young Canadian flight engineer is of Irish descent, his grandfather
coming from Armagh to settle in the Eastern Townships of Quebec. His father
moved to Saskatchewan, and Falloon was born on the family farm at Strasbourg
in 1904.

He was married two years ago, before leaving for overseas, and has a little girl
whom he has never seen. His wife is now living in Brandon, Manitoba.

Coming overseas as a fitter, Falloon was attached for a long time to the famous
R.C.A.F. Demon Squadron of Coastal Command. He remustered as a flight
engineer a year ago, and has now done eleven operations.

He has had a busy time since his first trip with bombs aboard on the night of May
23, when Dortmund, in the Ruhr, was the target. With the exception of Le
Creusot, Cologne and Hamburg, all his trips have been to the Ruhr, and during
one busy spell he and his crew were out four nights out of six.

He doesn’t think he did anything “special” in hacking his way into the wing of his
bomber on the night of Le Creusot, though he admits it was a bit out of the
ordinary.

“l didn’t like the idea of baling out or ditching, and the kite had only done three
trips,” he grins, almost apologetically.

But his crewmates are more vocal.

“It’s seldom that flight engineers are in the limelight,” said his captain, the New
Zealand squadron leader, who himself wears the ribbon of the D.F.M., “but it
means everything to a crew to have confidence in the engineer. We would not
have gotten home unless George had gone into the wing, and it was his own
determination that made him do it. It was a damned fine effort.”
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FALLS, P/O Franklin Meredith (J15734) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.97 Squadron - Award
effective 6 November 1942 as per London Gazette dated 20 November 1942 and AFRO
1962/42 dated 4 December 1942. Born in Montreal, 9 October 1920; home in Outremont.
Student. Enlisted in Montreal, 10 October 1940. To Trenton, 23 October 1940. To No.1 ITS, 22
December 1940; graduated and promoted LAC, 27 January 1941; posted that date to No.13
EFTS; may have graduated 17 March 1941 but not posted to No.8 SFTS until 7 April 1941;
graduated and promoted Sergeant, 3 July 1941; posted next day to Embarkation Depot. To RAF
overseas, 20 July 191. Commissioned 5 July 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 5 January 1943.
Repatriated 1 June 1945. Retired 30 July 1945. Died in Montreal, early November 2012. Photo
PL-36380 is a portrait. RCAF photo PL-44477 (ex UK-21941 dated 4 June 1945) taken at
Repatriation Depot in Britain during Federal election overseas; F/O Stan Jennison (Windsor)
checks his constituency on a master chart; seated are returning officers F/O G.R. Treggett
(Quebec City) and F/O D.L. Hutchinson (Pine Falls, Manitoba); in background are F/O D.H.
McLennan (Charlottetown, left) and S/L Franklin Falls, DFC (Westmount).

As captain of aircraft this officer has taken part in many attacks on the Ruhr and
other targets in Germany, including a low level attack on Danzig. Recently he
participated in the daylight attacks on Le Creusot and Milan and one of the night
attacks on Genoa. On each occasion he pressed home the attack with great
determination.

FALLS, S/L Franklin Meredith, DFC (J15734) - Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross - No.83 Squadron
- Award effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 21 September 1945 and
AFRO 1704/45 dated 9 November 1945.

As captain of aircraft, this officer has led his crew with skill and determination,
pressing home his attacks with the utmost vigour, however fierce the opposition.
Since the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross, Squadron Leader Falls has also
done excellent work as a deputy flight commander, setting a fine example of
courage and ability in the performance of all his duties. In January 1945 he took
part in a particularly hazardous mission against an oil refinery at Politz, when the
success of the whole mission was materially assisted by Squadron Leader Falls'
accuracy as a target marker.

NOTE: On 11 May 1945, on repatriated to Canada via Warrington, he filled out a form stating
that he had flown 350 operations hours and 700 non-operational hours. He had flown 56
sorties (last one on 8 April 1945). Non-operational flying had been at a Flying Instructor School
and an HCU. Flying times on types approximately as follows: Wellington (80 hours),
Manchester (125), Lancaster (665), Halifax (60), Stirling (65), Oxford (55)
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FANNING, Sergeant Gerald Glenwood (R88226) - Mention in Despatches - No.44 Squadron
(AFRO says only “Overseas” - Award effective 8 June 1944 as per London Gazette of that date
and AFRO 1729/44 dated 11 August 1944. Born 19 September 1914. Home in Hazel Hill,
Guysborough County, Nova Scotia; enlisted in Halifax, 14 March 1941 and posted to No.1
Manning Depot. To No.4 WS, 5 July 1941; promoted LAC, 1 August 1941; graduated 13 February
1942 when posted to No.3 BGS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 30 March 1942. To “Y”
Depot, 31 March 1943. To RAF overseas, 30 April 1942. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 30
September 1942. Promoted W02, 30 March 1943. Promoted WO1, 30 September 1943.
Repatriated 26 September 1944. Retired 15 February 1945. Worked for 27 years for Canada
Post; also a plumber, fisherman and farmer. Died in Halifax, 1 May 2004 as per Rootsweb. No
citation in AFRO.

RCAF Press Release No. 5549 dated 29 June 1944, rewrite by F/O A.F. Tinsley, transcribed by
Huguette Oates, reads:

WITH RCAF BOMBER GROUP OVERSEAS: --- Any ideas W/O Jerry Fanning,
wireless air gunner from Canso, N.S., had at the start of his operational career
that Lancaster bombers were sedate, dignified and not given to jitterbugging,
were rather rudely dispelled on his very first operation.

Droning with a full cargo, including Jerry, over Duisburg, a huge Lancaster was
the centre of bursting flak on all sides. But W/O Fanning felt reasonably safe.
Nothing, it seemed to him, could arrest the plane’s irresistible flight. But along
came a heavy flak shell. It exploded beneath the Lanc’s nose with an effect that
quickly altered Jerry’s ideas on a Lancaster’s invincibility. The giant craft lifted
majestically upwards, stood on its tail, flopped over on its back, nose backward
into a dive and then described a second reverse somersault. All this time, it was
falling toward the inferno below which was Duisburg.

“l didn’t know what was happening. | couldn’t move. We were pinned to our
seats by terrific centrifugal force. The RAF pilot only realized we were upside
down when the artificial horizon completely disappeared in the instrument of
that name,” related Jerry afterwards. The starboard wing, under terrific
pressure, started to crack and buckle, and rivets burst from it. The Britain pilot
shouted over the intercom, “If | get you out of this, I’ll buy you all double
whiskies”. And he did, too, Fanning testified.

When the aircraft had dropped from 19,000 to 5,500 feet and the skipper and
flight engineer managed to pull the bomber out of its fall and, “in the confusion
we dropped our bombs close to the target area,” Jerry continued. Soon one
outer engine cut, but the Lanc thundered along well on three. All machine guns



were out of order, everything movable in the cockpit was overturned, and the
navigational instruments were almost useless. Navigator F/O Keith “Pop”
Benner, DFC, 35-year-old Cobalt, Ontario resident, worked out the homeward
course with only maps and a string and pencil compass to help him.

Jerry has now completed his operational tour and is a signals instructor at a
heavy conversion unit of the Group. Benner is at the same station.
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FARB, F/O Herbert Reuben (J14222) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.405 Squadron - Award
effective 16 February 1944 as per London Gazette dated 29 February 1944 and AFRO 644/44
dated 24 March 1944. Born in Pontypool, Ontario, 21 March 1914; educated at Jarvis
Collegiate, 1927-1930. Home in Kapuskasing, Ontario (manager, men’s clothing store). Enlisted
in North Bay, Ontario, 30 September 1941 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.1 ITS, 14
March 1942 (unclear as to why the delay). Promoted LAC, 8 May 1942. To No.1 AOS, 23 May
1942; graduated and commissioned , 11 September 1941. To “Y” Depot, 25 September 1942;
to RAF overseas, 22 October 1942, disembarking 9 November 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 11
March 1943. To No.1 (Observer) AFU, 20 April 1943. To No.22 OTU, 18 May 1943. To No.1659
Heavy Conversion Unit, 9 September 1943. To No.1664 Conversion Unit, 21 September 1943.
To No.428 Squadron, 24 October 1943. To No.61 Base, 10 December 1943. To No.405
Squadron, 9 January 1944. Attached to Night Training Unit, 9-19 January 1944. Wounded
30/31 January 1944 (small shrapnel wound in left arm, multiple shrapnel wounds in both
buttocks). To Gransden Lodge, 6 February 1944. To No.428 Squadron, 11 March 1944. To
No.22 OTU, 8 July 1944. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 11 September 1944. Repatriated 23 July
1945; released 14 September 1945. Died in Toronto, 9 May 1986 as per Legion Magazine of
September 1986.

This officer was the navigator of an aircraft which attacked Berlin one night in
January 1944. On the return flight the aircraft was hit by anti-aircraft fire, and a
little later was attacked by a fighter. In the action Flying Officer Farb was
wounded in the arm and the back. Although suffering from the loss of blood and
in much pain, this gallant navigator continued his duties until the mission was
ended. He displayed great fortitude, determination and devotion to duty in
trying circumstances.

Public Record Office Air 50/248 has the Combat Report for his DFC action, 30/31 January 1944,
Some names and numbers that follow are indistinct on document and should be checked. Crew
consisted of 124434 F/O D.E. Biden (pilot and captain), J14222 F/O H.R. Farb (navigator), J23590
F/O F.S. Carr (bomb aimer), R112893 Warrant Officer L.L. Weaver (WOP), R194854 Sergeant S.
Hiskesen (mid-upper gunner, trained at No.2 Air Gunner School, Trenton and No.22 OTU),



R194089 Sergeant G. Lansey (rear gunner, trained at No.1 Air Gunner School, Quebec City and
No.22 OTU) and 1677287 Flight Sergeant E. Wilkieson (RAF flight engineer).

Whilst on operation the night of 30/31st January 1944 on Berlin, Lancaster “D”
JB410 of No.405 (RCAF) Squadron was attacked three times by Me.110 on the
way back from the target at a position 52:45 N 06:45 E heading 270 degrees, 150
knots I.A.S at height of 18,500 feet, visibility fair, clear.

The enemy aircraft was first sighted at 400 yards, heading astern below,
immediately after direct hit by flak, causing fire in aircraft, thus so evasive action
was taken. Enemy aircraft closed in to a range of 150 yards before breaking to
port quarter down. The rear gunner fired 100 rounds. The port outer engine
was hit causing the rear turret to be unserviceable.

The second attack came from the port quarter up. Evasive action action taken
was a corkscrew to port. The mid-upper gunner fired at 150 yards approximately
150 rounds. The enemy aircraft fired a three second burst causing the hydraulic
system in mid-upper to be unserviceable.

The third attack came from the starboard quarter up. Evasive action taken was a
corkscrew to starboard. Enemy aircraft fired a three second burst. Gunners
unable to fire due to hydraulic system shot away.

Both air gunners saw tracers enter the enemy aircraft. Extensive damage done
to own aircraft. Navigator and Wireless Operator were slightly injured.

Training: Interviewed in North Bay, 22 August 1941 - “Quiet, well mannered, quietly dressed,
young Hebrew of Polish ancestry.” (F/O G.E. L’Aventure).

Course at No.1 ITS was 16 March to 8 May 1942. Courses in General Studies (78/100),
Mathematics (129/150), Armament, practical and oral (72/100), Signals (120/150), Navigation
(162/200), Aircraft Recognition (100/100), Drill (81/100), Law and Discipline (94/100). Placed
tenth in an observers class of 19. “Very dependable, aggressive type. Conscientious in his
efforts and fine deportment, manner and service spirit.”

Course at No.1 AOS was 25 May to 11 September 1942. Anson aircraft, 29 hours 55 minutes as
First Navigator by day, 34,25 as Second Navigator by day, 17.05 as First Navigator by night,
18,25 as Second Navigator by night. Marked in Navigation, air work (600/700), Photography,
air work (77/100), Elements of Navigation (314/500), Magnetism and Compasses (84/100),
Instruments (38/50), Signals, practical (100/100), Signals, written (44/50), Maps and Charts
(31/50), Meteorology (77/100), Photography (39/50), Reconnaissance (75/100) and Aircraft
Recognition (99/100). Placed seventh in a class of 29. “One of the best in the class. Not a fast



worker, he has made up for that in accuracy and consistency, particularly in the air, where he
always could be relied upon to do an excellent job.”

Course at No.22 OTU was 29 May to 9 September 1943. Flew 58.46 as First Navigator by day,
30.40 as First Navigator by night. “A good navigator, inclined to be a little careless at times, but
is getting over this fault. GEE 29.30. Uses GEE intelligently.”

Notes: On repatriation form dated 4 July 1945 stated he has flown 40 sorties (245 hours) and
216 non-operational hours. Last sortie was 24 June 1944. Types experience overseas were
Anson (34.45), Wellington (127.10), Halifax Il (255.05) and Lancaster (52.00).

Application for Operational Wing submitted 11 July 1944 stated he had flown 40 sorties
(244.40), 18 November 1943 to 24 June 1944. Broken down as four sorties (24.45) with No.405
Squadron (8 January to 14 February 1944) and 36 sorties (218.55) with No.428 Squadron (15
February to 24 June 1944).

Assessments: “Has completed a very satisfactory tour of operations. Was a good crew member
with well above average ability. Is a good leader.” (W/C W.A.G. McLeish, No.428 Squadron, 19
July 1944)

“A very capable section commander and an above average instructor.” (W/C J.K.M. Cooke,
No.22 OTU, 30 June 1945, when he had flown 560 hours of which 18 were in previous six
months).

* %k %k k %k

FARLEY, Sergeant Thomas Ernest Hiliary (R96410) - Air Force Medal - No.6 SFTS - Awarded 14
November 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 2684/44 dated 15 December
1944. Born 14 January 1917. Home in Ottawa. Enlisted there 10 June 1941 and posted to No.1
Manning Depot. To Trenton, 15 July 1941. To No.1 ITS, 20 August 1941; graduated and
promoted LAC, 9 October 1941; posted that date to No.10 EFTS; to No.6 SFTS, 6 December
1941. Graduated and promoted Sergeant, 27 March 1942. To Trenton, 25 April 1942;
commissioned 15 May 1942 (J10748). To No.1 SFTS, 19 June 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 15
November 1942. To No.20 EFTS, 31 January 1942. To Central Navigation School, 29 April 1942.
To No.8 SFTS, 25 May 1942. Dismissed the service, 29 October 1942 (see below for details; the
record was later changed to “Retired 19 October 1943"). Permitted to re-enlist in Ottawa on 4
November 1943 as Sergeant Pilot. To No.13 SFTS, 14 November 1943. To No.6 SFTS, 7 January
1944. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 4 August 1944. To “Y” Depot, 23 August 1944. Taken on
strength of Np.3 PRC, 28 August 1944. Commissioned 30 March 1945. Repatriated 8 July 1945.
Retired 31 August 1945. Served at University of Ottawa and in federal government. Died in
Ottawa, 1 February 2008. Medals and memorabilia with RCAF Memorial Museum, Trenton.
When recommended for AFM it was reported he had flown 1,314 hours to date, 1,017 as



instructor, 429 in past six months.

This NCO is an excellent instructor of long experience. He has shown skill and
determination in his duties and has at all times shown the greatest willingness to
co-operate for the good of his unit both during and off duty hours.

NOTE: Air Force Routine Orders dated 12 November 1943 carried the following item under the
heading “Sentence of a General Court-Martial”:

1. Flying Officer Thomas Ernest Farley (J10748), an officer of the Royal Canadian
Air Force serving at No.8 SFTS, Moncton, New Brunswick, was tried by a general
court-martial on the 7™ day of September 1943, and was found guilty on the
following charges:

(a) Flying a Harvard aircraft in such a negligent manner as to permit it to strike a
tree, thereby causing danger of loss of life to his passenger.

(b) Negligently damaging a Harvard aircraft by flying in such a negligent manner
as to permit it to strike a tree, thereby causing damage to the value of $ 48.75.

2. He was sentenced to be dismissed from His Majesty’s Service. The finding and
sentence, having been confirmed by the Governor General in Council, were
promulgated to the accused.

* %k %k k %k

FARMER, WO Alfred Clayton (R134906) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.12 Squadron - Award
effective 5 February 1944 as per London Gazette dated 15 February 1944 and AFRO 644/44
dated 24 March 1944. Born in Sault Ste.Marie, Ontario, 13 July 1921. Home in Prue Falls,
Manitoba. Papermaker. Enlisted in Winnipeg, 3 November 1941 as “Tradesman” and posted to
No.1 Manning Depot. To Trenton, 15 November 1941. Classified as Guard, 5 November 1941.
To No.3 BGS, 6 December 1941. Promoted AC1, 3 February 1942. Promoted LAC, 3 May 1942.
To “H”, 12 May 1942. To No.3 BGS, 18 July 1942; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 28 August
1942. To “Y” Depot, 29 August 1942. To RAF overseas, 21 October 1942. Promoted Flight
Sergeant, 28 February 1943. Promoted W02, 28 August 1943. Commissioned 12 March 1944
Promoted Flying Officer, 12 September 1944. Repatriated 11 November 1944. Retired 23
March 1945. Also reported to have flown with No.100 Squadron. No citation other than
"...completed...many successful operations against the enemy in which [he] displayed high skill,
fortitude and devotion to duty." Public Records Office Air 2/8782 has recommendation dated 9
December 1943 when he had flown 26 sorties (184 hours), as follows:

11 June 1943 - Dusseldorf



12 June 1943 - Bochum

21 June 1943 - Krefeld

22 June 1943 - Mulheim

28 June 1943 - Cologne

6 July 1943 - GARDENING

24 July 1943 - Hamburg

29 July 1943 - Hamburg

2 August 1943 - Hamburg

9 August 1943 - Mannheim

17 August 1943 - Peenemunde
22 August 1943 - Leverskusen
22 September 1943 - Hanover
3 September 1943 - Berlin

5 September 1943 - Mannheim
23 September 1943 - Mannheim
27 September 1943 - Hanover
29 September 1943 - Bochum

1 October 1943 - Hagen

22 October 1943 - Kassel

3 November 1943 - Dusseldorf
10 November 1943 - Modane
18 November 1943 - Berlin

16 December 1943 - Berlin

20 December 1943 - Mannheim
23 December 1943 - Berlin

Flight Sergeant Farmer is a Canadian mid-upper gunner and has now participated
in twenty-seven operations against targets in Germany and northern ltaly,
outstanding amongst which are Cologne, Milan, Nuremburg, Hanover and Berlin.
Flight Sergeant Farmer has frequently faced heavy odds in the form of enemy
fighters, but the same coolness and courage which he has instilled into the
members of his squadron has been instrumental in extricating his aircraft from
many perilous situations. This cheerful confidence has moreover inspired a high
standard of moral in his crew. This NCO's fine example fully merits the award of
the Distinguished Flying Medal.

* %k 3k k %

FARMER, W/C Alfred Wells (C14763) - Member, Order of the British Empire - AFHQ - Award
effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January
1946. See Canadian Who’s Who, 1968. Born in Lake Mary, Florida, 3 October 1903. Educated
at University of Toronto (Medical School) graduating 1927, then taking five years post-graduate
training. Subsequently on staff of Sick Childrens' Hospital. Maintained private practice in plastic



surgery and taught at University of Toronto. Enlisted 5 October 1942 with rank of Squadron
Leader. Served in No.1 Training Command, 8 November 1942 until 1 June 1943, after which he
was appointed surgical consultant at AFHQ. Promoted Wing Commander, 1 October 1943. Left
the RCAF, 30 August 1945 but was appointed a member of advisory medical committee to the
RCAF and consultant in surgery (1946), remaining on RCAF Reserve. Awarded Queen's
Coronation Medal, 23 October 1953 (Group Captain). Surgeon-in-Chief, Hospital for Sick
Children, 1956 to 1966; Surgeon-in-Chief and Consultant to Sunnybrook Hospital, 1966 to
1976. Died 31 July 2002.

This officer came to the Royal Canadian Air Force as an outstanding general
surgeon and a recognized authority in plastic surgery. Shortly after
commissioning he was appointed Consultant in Surgery to the Royal Canadian Air
Force. He has been responsible for an organization of surgical arrangements
which has not only ensured the best possible treatment in the shortest possible
time, but also has reduced the numbers and degree of disabled and pensionable
cases. He has been a leading factor in the development of the Medical
Reconditioning Programme for the physical rehabilitation of all surgical cases. In
1943 he visited the United Kingdom and co-ordinated arrangements with
Canada. He has been willing to personally treat cases requiring the services of
his great skill. His energy and devotion to duty have been exemplary.

Note: Appointed Member, Order of Canada, 23 December 1985 (invested 9 April 1986) with the
following citation:

Struck by the sight of horribly maimed victims of fires and explosions during
W.W. II, he developed methods of burn treatment and related reconstructive
surgery which are in universal use today. During his career as a renowned
surgeon, administrator and teacher, largely at the Hospital for Sick Children and
the University of Toronto, he has made varied contributions to the field of plastic
surgery and is considered to be the father of reconstructive hand surgery in
Canada.

The following is from a website,

http://journals.lww.com/plasreconsurg/Fulltext/2003/09010/Alfred_Wells_Farmer, C M_, M
_B_E_, M_B_,.34.aspx:

Dr. Alfred Wells Farmer’s academic professional life could be divided into three
eras. First, from 1942 to 1945, he was Chief Surgical Consultant to the Royal
Canadian Air Force. Next, he was Surgeon-in-Chief to The Hospital for Sick
Children, from 1956 to 1966. Last, he was Surgeon-in-Chief and Consultant to
Sunnybrook Hospital, from 1966 to 1976. When he died on July 31, 2002, he was
98 years old. Dr. Farmer was affectionately known as “Farm” or, occasionally,



“Alfie” or “Al” by his many friends and senior associates.

Farm was born in Florida, one of seven children, of British parents. His father
graduated from Cambridge University as a lawyer but never practiced law.
According to Dr. Farmer and his wife, he was an unusual man. Rarely home, he
spent a great deal of time researching citrus farms in Africa, South America,
Cuba, and Florida; during later trips, he taught fruit farming. He was a stern man
who had wanderlust. Dr. Farmer’s mother was from a well-to-do family. She was
a schoolteacher in Britain, spoke both French and German, and was an artist.
Apparently, one or two family letters have been found that show concern about
the marriage. Nevertheless, there were seven children, born quite close
together, including Dr. Farmer, in Florida, where his father had acquired a fruit
farm of mostly orange trees. Dr. Farmer had wonderful memories of life in
Florida, including watching alligators in the farm pond catch chickens by the
mouthful. He never forgot the smell of oranges in the sand. “Having an orange
grove in Florida in those days was a measure of success,” he said. “The well-to-
do from Boston took the train to Florida to spend their holidays in their orange
groves.”

His father, ever conscious of social status and education, decided to move the
family to a farm on the outskirts of Boston. They made the very difficult trip by
horse and wagon with six children. At that time, Dr. Farmer was the youngest
and a twin. His twin brother died shortly after birth. This move was not
successful, as his father did not want his children to have a Boston accent. The
family moved to England next, by which time all the children were in school.
After a few years, his father decided he wanted a peach farm, saw a place on the
map known as the Niagara Peninsula, and moved his family to a peach farm on
the outskirts of St. Catharines, Ontario.

Dr. Farmer had three brothers. Arthur went into the British military and was
badly wounded at Gallipoli. Richard joined the U.S. Marines, became fatally ill
with a parasite, and later died in the United States. Robert developed
tuberculosis at about 15 years of age and died. Farm had three sisters, all of
whom were very good to him. Aileen was a secretary for a major law firm; Molly
looked after her mother, the house, and family and became a champion golfer;
and Freda worked for the Bank of Commerce.

Farm was very successful in high school. He was a medalist and passed all
possible subjects in grade 13, eighteen in all, excelling in math and sciences. A
choirboy, he maintained his fine tenor voice throughout his lifetime. One of his
daughters said that he liked to sing with the family when driving to the farm on
the weekends. He frequently sang hymns, and later recalled singing the songs of
today as a choirboy. He rowed in the 8’s and 4’s for his school on the Henley



course at nearby Port Dalhousie. He was a quarterback on his school’s football
team, a position he continued to play on into medical school at the intramural
and varsity levels. For his successes, he earned his university’s block T. One could
say that he quarterbacked all the way through his academic professional life.

Dr. Farmer had successful summer jobs in medium to heavy industry. One
summer he served as a tallyman during the excavation of the Welland Canal,
recording the number of wagonloads removed daily. When he was too young for
university, he took a job as an office boy with Alcan. He is said to have
reorganized the whole office during those 2 years. Once he recalled an incident
that happened when he was sent to pick strawberries at the Laura Secord Family
farm. After he ate so many strawberries that he became sick, he moved over to
the asparagus patch, emptied his stomach, and returned to the berry patch to
pick and eat more. He had a strong desire to enter the business world, but his
mother very much wanted a doctor in the family; to her wishes he succumbed,
keeping his business interests as one of his successful hobbies throughout his
life.

In talking about business, he told of a somewhat related experience. He had
cared for a Newfoundland politician’s son who had been severely burned. After
discharging the boy from a long hospital stay, Dr. Farmer made out the bill for
$2000 and had his secretary mail it to the family. In due course, a representative
from the medical insurance company responsible for government employees’
health care appeared at Dr. Farmer’s office and thanked him for keeping the bill
so reasonable. He then handed over an envelope, shook hands, and left. When
Dr. Farmer’s secretary opened the envelope, she found a check for $20,000! Of
course, it was returned post haste.

Farm was elected to the Alpha Omega Alpha fraternity before graduating with a
bachelor’s degree in medicine from the University of Toronto in 1927 and
completing his doctorate in medicine in 1928. There followed 5 years of
graduate training starting at Toronto General Hospital and The Hospital for Sick
Children. The last year of training was arranged by Dr. W. E. Gallie, then Surgeon-
in-Chief of Toronto General Hospital and later the Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine of the University of Toronto. Dr. Gallie saw the need for surgeons
trained in reconstructive surgery and made arrangements for two young general
surgeons, Dr. Farmer and Dr. Stuart Gordon, to train in England under Dr. Harold
Gillies (later Sir Harold Gillies). Dr. Farmer did not always agree with Dr. Gillies’s
teachings and left to study at several centers on the continent. In 1932, he was
appointed to the active staff at The Hospital for Sick Children and the teaching
staff of the University of Toronto. In 1939, the Royal College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Canada certified him in three specialties, plastic surgery, orthopedic



surgery, and general surgery.

From 1942 to 1945, Dr. Farmer served in the Royal Canadian Air Force as Chief
Surgical Consultant responsible for the organization and direction of surgical
services. He was awarded the rank of Group Captain. He was also responsible for
the creation of specialty services within the Army, Navy, Air Force (Royal
Canadian Air Force), and Department of Veterans Affairs. This led to the concept
of the joint service use of specialists within the Canadian military. In 1943, in
preparation for the event of large-scale casualties, with the Department of
Veterans Affairs and the Royal Canadian Air Force he formed a Plastic Surgery
Unit at Christie Street Hospital in Toronto. For his work he became, in 1945, a
Member of the British Empire, received the Coronation Medal, and was
appointed Queen’s Honorary Surgeon for a period of 2 years (QHS).

Dr. Farmer was postwar Chairman of the Medical Advisory Committee to the
Royal Canadian Air Force until the three services were combined. After that, he
was their orthopedic and plastic surgery consultant. He organized the panel on
burns and wounds for the Defense Research Board of Canada. For part of this
time, he was a member of the advisory board on burns for the Shriners of
America, which was responsible for the centralization and focusing of burn
treatment in major burn centers in North America.

In 1956, he was appointed Surgeon-in-Chief at The Hospital for Sick Children and
remained in that position until 1966. His first contribution in that position was to
reorganize the Department of Surgery into seven divisions: general surgery,
orthopedic surgery, neurology, urology, cardiac surgery, plastic surgery, and
research. Next he formed an outpatient surgery facility, the first in Canada,
greatly decreasing the length of patients’ hospital stays. During this time and
before, he served as Chairman of the Medical Advisory Committee of the Ontario
Society for Crippled Children, which later became the Easter Seal Society.

Dr. Farmer was a visionary. He could see what needed to be done and how to go
about doing it. He was a rapid decision maker. If a treatment or procedure was
not working quite right, he was quick to recognize the defect and correct it. He
had an inquiring mind, which led to surgical innovation. He was a stimulator and
a facilitator, always with kindness, which was sometimes submerged by his
outgoing manner and tough exterior.

In 1966, Dr. Farmer was invited by the University of Toronto to set up the
Department of Surgery and its divisions in its new acquisition, Sunnybrook
Hospital (now the Sunnybrook and Women’s College Health Sciences Center).



In 1978, the Canadian Society of Plastic Surgeons established the A. W. Farmer
Lectureship. Since then, 24 lectures have been given, each by a leading-edge
plastic and reconstructive surgeon.

Dr. Farmer was a dexterous and imaginative clinical plastic and reconstructive
surgeon and made a number of original contributions. In the case of patients
with avulsion injuries, he pioneered transferring bone from one leg to the other
in such a way that the bone being transferred never lost its blood supply, and he
added greatly to our concept of the treatment of children’s birth deformities. As
Chief Surgeon, he had the ability to supply the ideal conditions for superlative
work, to stimulate those working under him, and then to hope they would
produce. His teaching ability developed many capable plastic surgeons who
became teachers of the generation that followed.

Dr. Farmer was a founder of both American and Canadian plastic surgery. He was
a founding member of the American Board of Plastic Surgery, Inc., the certifying
body for American plastic surgeons, and of the American Society for Surgery of
the Hand. He was a very early member of the American Association of Plastic
Surgery, the oldest organized body of plastic surgeons in the world. He was also
a founding member of the Canadian Society of Plastic Surgeons. Many consider
him to be the father of Canadian hand surgery, now a sophisticated subspecialty.
His experiments with cellophane as an interposition substance led to
improvements in tendon surgery, and his concepts of pedicle flaps and free skin
grafts greatly improved the reconstruction of the burned and severely
traumatized hand. His research findings and clinical improvements have been
reported in 64 peer-reviewed publications and resulted in his award of the Order
of Canada (C.M.).

Dr. Farmer was predeceased by his wife. Together they developed their
beautifully landscaped farm and Ontario Heritage home at Blue Mountain in the
Collingwood region of Ontario. They were very proud of their two daughters,
four grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren. Dr. Farmer retired around
1981, a kind and thoughtful father and doctor, and a great surgeon, teacher, and
administrator.

* %k 3k k %

FARMER, P/O Henry Horatio (J17773) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 8
June 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1729/44 dated 11 August 1944. Born
in Stratford, Ontario, 4 May 1915; home there. Upholsterer and feltman. Enlisted in North Bay,
28 October 1940 for General Duties. To No.5 BGS, 23 December 1940. Promoted Corporal, 8
January 1941. Remustered to aircrew, 4 June 1941 when he reverted to AC2; posted to No.1



WS, 19 July 1941. Promoted LAC, 22 August 1941. To No.1 BGS, 31 January 1942. Graduated
and promoted Sergeant, 2 March 1942. To “Y” Depot, 3 March 1942. To RAF overseas, 19
March 1942. Commissioned 15 May 1943. Repatriated 8 June 1945. Retired 5 September 1945.
No citation in AFRO.

FARMER, F/O Henry Horatio (J17773) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.429 Squadron - Award
effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 21 September 1945 and AFRO
1704/45 dated 9 November 1945. No citation other than "completed...numerous operations
against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude,
courage and devotion to duty." DHist file 181.009 D.2610 (RG.24 Vo0l.20627) has
recommendation dated 18 April 1945 when he had flown two tours. The first was 34 sorties
(218 hours 40 minutes), 26 October 1942 to 24 July 1943 (including six anti-submarine patrols
from 26 October 1942 to 11 November 1942 plus an Air/Sea Rescue trip on 13 November 1942;
gap in operations from then to 16 February 1943); second tour was 18 sorties (121 hours 45
minutes), 6 December 1944 to 10 April 1945.

This officer, who has already completed one operational tour, has participated in
eighteen sorties on his second. He has at all times displayed an exceptionally
high standard of courage, leadership, skill and determination in performing his
duties as wireless operator air gunner. His cheerfulness and devotion to duty
have been most praiseworthy.

It is considered that Flying Officer Farmer's ability and fine example, combined
with an aggressive fighting spirit, fully merit the non-immediate award of the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

The sortie list was as follows:

First Tour:

26 October 1942 - anti-submarine patrol (8.15)
29 October 1942 - anti-submarine patrol (11.00)
2 November 1942 - anti-submarine patrol (9.00)
5 November 1942 - anti-submarine patrol (7.15)
8 November 1942 - anti-submarine patrol (10.55)
11 November 1942 - anti-submarine patrol (8.40)
13 November 1942 - Air/Sea Rescue (3,30)

16 February 1943 - Lorient (6.15)

21 February 1943 - Bremen (5.45)

25 February 1943 - Nuremberg (8.35)

26 February 1943 - Cologne (4.50)

28 February 1943 - St. Nazaire (6.00)

8 March 1943 - Nuremberg (7.30)



9 March 1943 - Munich (7.25)
11 March 1943 - Stuttgart (6.35)
12 March 1943 - Essen (4.50)

29 March 1943 - Berlin (4.30 - duty not carried out)
3 April 1943 - Essen (5.35)

4 April 1943 - Kiel (5.10)

26 April 1943 - Duisburg (5.00)
27 April 1943 - Gardening (3.35)
30 April 1943 - Essen (4.50)

4 May 1943 - Dortmund (4.50)
23 May 1943 - Dortmund (5.05)
25 May 1943 - Dusseldorf (4.30)
27 May 1943 - Essen (5.20)

29 May 1943 - Wuppertal (5.10)
11 June 1943 - Dusseldorf (4.45)
12 June 1943 - Bochum (5.40)

3 July 1943 - Cologne (5.30)

8 July 1943 - Cologne (5.45)

12 July 1943 - Turin (10.00)

15 July 1943 - Bologne (9.30)

24 July 1943 - Leghorn (7.35)

Second Tour

6 December 1944 - Osnabruck (6.15)
18 December 1944 - Duisburg (6.15)
28 December 1944 - Opladen (5.40)
30 December 1944 - Cologne (5.55)

2 January 1945 - Ludwigshaven (6.50)
6 January 1945 - Hanau (7.10)

1 February 1945 - Mainz (7.20)

4 February 1945 - Osterfeld (6.00)

19 February 1945 - Bohlen (8.00)

8 March 1945 - Hamburg (6.00)

9 March 1945 - Gardening, Oslo (7.40)
11 March 1945 - Essen (6.20)

13 March 1945 - Wuppertal (5.45)

14 March 1945 - Zweibrucken (7.05)
15 March 1945 - Castrop Rauxel (6.05)
31 March 1945 - Hamburg (5.55)

4 April 1945 - Merseburg (9.20)

10 April 1945 - Leipzig (8.10)



Application for Operational Wing dated 23 April 1945 states that on second tour he had flown
19 sorties (127 hours), 6 December 1944 to 22 April 1945.

* % % k %k

FARQUHARSON, Section Officer (N/S) Elizabeth Rebecca (C5410) - Associate, Royal Red Cross -
No.3 Manning Depot - Award effective 28 May 1943 as per London Gazette dated 2 June 1943
and AFRO 1459/43 dated 30 July 1943. Enlisted in Edmonton, 28 May 1941 as Nursing Sister.
On staff of No.3 Manning Depot from 9 September 1941 onwards; granted rank of Section
Officer, 1 September 1942; promoted Flight Officer, 28 November 1942; to Technical Training
School, 7 May 1943. Appointed Matron, 1 July 1943. To Rockcliffe, 8 August 1944. To “Y”
Depot, 16 February 1945 but does not appear to have gone overseas and may have been
posted there to meet returning draughts. Retired 4 October 1945.

This Nursing Sister has rendered most efficient and valuable service and has
shown extreme devotion to duty in the capacity of senior nurse. She has
unselfishly devoted many extra hours to instructing and preparing hospital
assistants, for examinations and tests, thus increasing their usefulness to the
service. She has been most useful in the selection of prospective nurses and has
been responsible for training a number of these new nurses sufficiently to
permit them to be employed readily and effectively in hospital work.
Frequently, during periods of shortage of hospital help, she has voluntarily
performed many duties not usually required of a nursing sister.

* %k %k k %k

FARQUHARSON, F/O Gordon Henry Taylor (J15976) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.416
Squadron - Award effective 21 August 1944 as per London Gazette dated 29 August 1944 and
AFRO 2373/44 dated 3 November 1944. Born in Toronto, 10 May 1921. Home in Corbeyuville,
Ontario. In Cadet Movement for five years. Enlisted in Toronto, 28 October 1940. To No.7
Equipment Depot, 28 November 1940. To No.2 ITS, 15 January 1941; graduated and promoted
LAC, 20 February 1941 and posted next day to No.2 EFTS; may have graduated 22 April 1941
but not posted to No.32 SFTS until 3 May 1941; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 15 July
1941. To Embarkation Depot, 16 July 1941; to RAF overseas, 14 August 1941. Promoted Flight
Sergeant on 1 February 1942. Further trained at No.54 OTU. Posted to Malta, 3 May 1942,
arriving via aircraft carrier fly-off on 9 May 1942; assigned to No.126 Squadron. Promoted
Warrant Officer on 1 August 1942; subsequently commissioned with effect from 1 July 1942.
Returning to Britain, he was injured in a Liberator crash at Gibraltar, 31 October 1942. Assigned
to No.61 OTU, 2 December 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 1 January 1943; promoted Flight
Lieutenant, 10 April 1944. To No.416 Squadron, 10 September 1943. Repatriated to Canada, 29
September 1944, arriving 7 October 1944. To No.1 Composite Training School, 15 November



1944; staff posting to No.6 Repair Depot, 5 January to 17 May 1945; to AFHQ, 18 May 1945.
Released on 14 September 1945. Practiced law for 55 years after the war (QC, LSM). Also with
RCAF Auxiliary, 11 August 1947. Died in Peterborough, Ontario, 13 June 2004. The following
list of victories is gleaned from Chris Shores, Malta: The Spitfire Year and from Directorate of
History and Heritage fighter claims cards: 15 June 1942, one BR.20 damaged (actually a Ju.88);
6 July 1942, one Z.1007 damaged; 11 July 1942, one Re.2001 destroyed (claimed as an
MC.202); 13 July 1942, one Ju.88 damaged; 28 July 1942, one Ju.88 destroyed (shared with four
others); 27 August 1942, one Bf.109 damaged (flying Spitfire BP992); 13 October 1942, one
Bf.109 probably destroyed plus one Ju.88 probably destroyed (separate sorties); 14 October
1942, one Bf.109 destroyed; 28 June 1944, one Bf.109 destroyed.

Flying Officer Farquharson is a keen and enthusiastic fighter pilot. He has led his
flight on numerous occasions and has proved himself a good and capable leader.
He has destroyed at least four enemy aircraft.

* k 3k %k %

FARQUHARSON, WO John Ernest (R144254 and J90794) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.622
Squadron - Award effective 27 October 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO
2637/44 dated 8 December 1944. Born 7 April 1917 in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island.
Photographer; home in Toronto; enlisted there 21 November 1941. To No.1 Manning Depot,
29 January 1943. To No.1 Training Command, 28 February 1942. To No.1ITS, 23 May 1942;
graduated and promoted LAC, 17 July 1942 but not posted to No.4 AOS until 15 August 1942;
graduated and promoted Sergeant, 4 December 1942. To "Y" Depot, Halifax, 27 December
1942; taken on strength overseas on 4 January 1943. Promoted to Flight Sergeant on 4 June
1943; commissioned 24 October 1944. Repatriated to Canada 29 November 1944. To No.1
Composite Training School, 14 March 1945. To No.1 Equipment Depot, 22 April 1945.
Promoted Flying Officer, 24 April 1945. To No.6 OTU, 18 December 1945. Re-engaged for
Interim Force and posted to Greenwood, 27 February 1946. To Eastern Air Command
Communication Flight, 10 March 1946. To No.1 Composite Training School, 10 April 1946. To
Release Centre, 11 August 1946. Retired 21 September 1946. Died 11 October 1968 as per
DVA letter dated 21 October 1968. Cited with FS A.C. Cole, RAF (awarded CGM).

In August 1944, Warrant Officer Farquharson and Flight Sergeant Cole were
navigator and wireless operator respectively of an aircraft detailed to attack
Stettin. On the return flight the aircraft was intercepted and severely damaged
by an enemy fighter. Although seriously wounded and in great pain, Warrant
Officer Farquharson continued his navigational duties but was finally persuaded
to be removed to a rest bed where he was given an injection of morphia.
Meantime, Flight Sergeant Cole, although injured in the thigh by a piece of
shrapnel, concealed the seriousness of his wound and took over the task of
navigating the aircraft back to base. The English coast was eventually crossed



and a landing was made at the first available airfield. Weak from loss of blood,
Flight Sergeant Cole was on the verge of collapse and was removed to a hospital.
These airmen have completed many sorties and their gallantry and devotion to
duty have been of a very high order.

Public Record Office Air 2/9160 has recommendation drafted by W/C P.Ck. Swales, 3
September 1944 when he had flown 27 sorties (125 hours 50 minutes):

Warrant Officer Farquharson has now completed 27 operational sorties as
Navigator, many against long range targets in Germany and his navigation has
always been of a very high standard.

On one occasion when returning from Germany the two outer engines failed and
the reduced speed of the aircraft left it far behind the main bomber stream. By
skilful navigation Warrant Officer Farquharson cut short the route and avoiding
all defended areas he was primarily responsible for the safe landing of the
aircraft in this country.

On the 29t August 1944, his aircraft was attacked by an enemy night fighter and
badly damaged. Warrant Officer Farquharson was hit by over 60 pieces of
shrapnel and collapsed over the navigation table. Although seriously wounded
and in great pain he was quite conscious and loathe to leave his navigational
duties. He was finally persuaded to leave the navigation to the Wireless
Operator and was removed to the rest bed where his wounds were treated and
he was given an injection of morphia.

Throughout his operational tour he has always shown determination and
gallantry in action of outstanding merit for which | recommend the award of the
Distinguished Flying Cross.
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FARQUHARSON, W/C Ray Fletcher (C35055) - Member, Order of the British Empire - No.1 Air
Command Headquarters - Award effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date
and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 1946. Born in Claude, Ontario, 4 August 1897; attended
University of Toronto where he subsequently taught. Conscripted into the Canadian Army on
15 May 1918, serving in the Canadian Field Artillery (67th Battery) as a gunner. He did not serve
overseas, and was recalled from the military to complete his medical schooling, graduating in
1922. Home in Toronto; enlisted in RCAF there 25 August 1943 in Medical Branch and granted
rank of Wing Commander. With No.1 Training Command from then until posted to Britain, 4
July 1944; returned to No.1 Air Command as of 15 January 1945; released 22 November 1945.
During the war, he chaired the Penicillin Committee of Canada, which regulated the distribution



of penicillin to the armed forces, and was a consultant to the RCAF's Director of Medical
Services. He was also consulted on medical matters by both the other branches of the Canadian
armed forces and by various Allied medical groups. He supervised medical experiments
involving penicillin therapy conducted in Ontario hospitals in 1943—-44, and was temporarily
appointed Director of Medicine at Christie St. Veteran's Hospital in Toronto. After V-E Day, he
travelled to Belgium to supervise the administration of penicillin therapy, and later became
involved in the care and treatment of war veterans. After the war served with Banting Institute
and Defence Research Board; awarded Queen's Coronation Medal in October 1953. Director of
medicine for Toronto veterans' hospitals from 1945 to 1947, and at the same time served as
president of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. He became a member of
the National Research Council of Canada in 1951,[ and in 1957 was named the director of the
Division of Medical Research. In 1958, he chaired a Privy Council Committee tasked with
producing a report on the state of medical research in Canada; this charge was in response to a
1957 report by the Association of Canadian Medical Colleges to the Prime Minister, which
suggested that medical research in Canada was underfunded. While researching his report, he
visited the Soviet Union in 1959 as part of a contingent representing the Research Council; he
remarked on the country's apparent emphasis on scientific research, and invited Soviet
scientists to visit Canada. Farquharson concluded that existing government support for research
in Canada failed to specifically address medical research as an independent discipline and was
financially insufficient. His "Farquharson Report" led to the formation of the Medical Research
Council of Canada in 1960, over which he presided until his death. Died in Ottawa, 1 June 1965,
while attending a conference. Posthumously inducted into the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame
in 1998. See Wikipedia entry about him.

An outstanding figure in the field of medicine, this officer has given service well
beyond the ordinary requirements of his position. Chief among his achievements
have been his chairmanship of the Penicillin Committee of Canada and his
correlation of consultant services, not only in the Royal Canadian Air Force but
also of other branches of the Armed Forces and from an international point of
view. He arrived in Belgium after VE-Day to observe the practical application of
penicillin therapy which he has done so much to develop. For his outstanding
services to suffering humanity he is deserving of the highest praise.

* %k 3k k %

FARQUHARSON, S/L William (C3139) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 14
June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1395/45 dated 31 August 1945. Home
in Toronto; enlisted there 25 April 1941 with rank of Flight Lieutenant (Works and Buildings
trade); at No.4 EFTS until posted overseas, 31 March 1942; promoted to Squadron Leader, 8
March 1943; repatriated to Canada in April 1945; to Station Edmonton, 13 April 1945. Released
24 May 1945.
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FARRELL, S/L Desmond William (C1462) - Mention in Despatches - No.407 Squadron (deceased)
- Award effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 721/45 dated 27
April 1945. Born in Montreal, 21 September 1915. Initially educated in Montreal but then
attended Ampleforth College, England for nine years. Attended McGill University for three
years (arts, switching to engineering). Employed by Canadian Industries Limited (CIL), 1938-
1939 as a Technical Officer. Enlisted in Montreal, 2 January 1940 (commissioned effective from
that date). Wife in Montreal. To Air Training Command Headquarters, 2 January 1940.
Attached to Border Cities Aero Club, 2 January 1940. To Station Trenton, 25 March 1940. To
No.1 ITS, Toronto, 23 April 1940; At Camp Borden for uncertain period; to Station Trenton, 13
August 1940. To No.12 EFTS, Goderich, 21 September 1940; to Camp Borden again, 11 October
1940; to No.2 EFTS, Fort William, 11 February 1941. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 15 September
1941. Instructed at Fort William to 15 March 1942 when posted to No.10 SFTS, 16 March 1942
and served there to 30 December 1942. Attended No.1 General Reconnaissance School,
Summerside, 31 December 1942 to 19 March 1943. Posted overseas 25 March 1943;
disembarked in Britain on 11 April 1943. To RAF Station Luivavady (?), 4 May 1943. To No.3
(Coastal) OTU, 22 May 1943. To No.407 Squadron, 30 June 1943. As of 31 August 1943 his
Commanding Officer wrote of him, "This officer will make a good flight commander." Promoted
Squadron Leader, 19 December 1943. Killed in action 6/7 June 1944 (Wellington HQ149). DHist
file 181.009 D.2620 (RG.24 Vol.20628) has recommendation for a DFC dated 27 June 1944; this
was turned down at Station Chivenor, 1 July 1944 because it had been submitted after Farrell
went missing. He had made attacks on U-boats on 22 December 1943 and 11 March 1944,
RCAF photo PL-28137 (ex UK-8740 dated 17 March 1944) shows Flight Sergeant H.W. Ridge
(Hamilton) and S/L D.W. Farrell (Montreal). Photo PL-28148 (ex UK-8751 dated 17 March 1944)
shows two pilots of N0.407 Squadron - S/L D.W. Farrell (Montreal, left) and F/L Hugh Laidlaw
(Ottawa, right).

This officer served in this unit for a period of just under thirteen months. He had
to his credit two attacks on submarines and one sighting. In his capacity as Flight
Commander he was an inspiration and help to all junior officers under him, a
decided asset to the squadron. Squadron Leader Farrell failed to return from a
Ranger Patrol on the night of June 6th, 1944,

NOTE: Assessments demonstrate his progress and keenness. On 4 December 1940, F/L H.A.
Johnson, No.2 EFTS, described him thus:

A willing instructor but as yet he lacks the experience to properly organize and
control the training of his pupils. Professional and all other, relatively below

average.

By 11 June 1941, F/L Johnson had improved his opinion of Farrell:



A thoroughly reliable officer doing a good job and keen on his work; is careful in
his administrative work. Is inclined to be shy giving an errobeous impression of
lacking responsibility.

As of 15 December 1941, S/L (as he now was) Johnson wrote:

Has sound knowledge of flying and training matters. Extremely loyal.
Conscientious and reliable. Executes his duty with thorough method. Inclined to
make hasty decisions on seemingly unimportant matters. Takes his work
seriously.

Farrell was restless, however, and on 26 January 1942, as Assistant Supervisory Officer, No.2
EFTS, he wrote to the Chief Supervisory Officer:

| respectfully request that | be posted. It is, in my opinion, in the best interests

of the Service that | be moved to another Station. My reasons for this request

and my preferences are as follows:

| would prefer to be posted Overseas or to an Operational area as | have been
engaged in training since July 1940. If this is impossible and my posting is to be
to another Training Unit, | would wish to be posted to a Service Flying Training
School.

| have been at Fort William testing elementary pupils in Tiger Moths since
February 1941. During this time, except for a few flights in Airspeed Oxfords and
Cessna Crane aircraft, | have not had the opportunity to fly Service type aircraft.
The types of advanced aircraft which | have flown are Airspeed Oxford, Avro
Anson, Harvard Mark | and Il, Yale, Lockheed 10 and 12, and Cessna Crane. On
account of the character of the surrounding country, | have not been able to
perform cross country or navigational practice flights.

Since coming to Fort William | have had much valuable experience in
administrative work and in the general running of a Station and the handling of
men, but under the new system which is about to come into effect in which
Thunder Bay Air Training School intends to run their own School, | feel that the
knowledge and experience gained will no longer be of service.

RCAF Press Release No. 17 dated 19 January 1944 from S/L Tilley described the U-boat attack
made by F/L D.W. Farrell crew on December 2, 1943, in Wellington N/407.

A Canadian crew from the R.C.A.F. Demon Squadron of Coastal Command
recently sighted and attacked a fully surfaced U-boat in the Bay of Biscay and



later celebrated the event by feasting on a roast chicken as their Wellington
bomber carried them back to base in England.

F/L Desmond William Farrell, 28-year-old pilot of 3449 Ontario Avenue,
Montreal, was Skipper of the attacking aircraft which intercepted the enemy sub
as it was trying to reach the Allied shipping lanes undetected. It was his first U-
boat attack although he’d made a sighting during a previous patrol.

Flying “N for Nan” on a routine operational flight over the Bay of Biscay, the
Demon crew took off at dusk and picked up the enemy sub when they were on
patrol. Intense enemy flak, coming from four anti-aircraft guns on the sub’s
deck, was encountered during the attack which followed. But a rough sea,
experienced at the time, interfered with the aim of the Nazi gunners and the
Wimpy escaped undamaged.

Farrell, who has been flying with the Demon Squadron since last summer, had
four other Canadians with him when the attack was made. They were W.0O.1 G.A.
Biddle, 2204 Parent Avenue, Windsor, Ontario, 2nd pilot; F/O A.J. Hoddinott,
Birds Hill, Manitoba, navigator; F/S C.J. Hall, R.R.3, Kelowna, B.C., WOP-AG; and
F/L W.H. Brown, 40 Winston Avenue, Amherst, N.S., a WOP-AG who is on his
second tour of ops, having finished a tour with the Demons in the days when
they were flying Hudsons on shipping strikes off the Dutch coast. The third air-
gunner, Sergeant T.A. Webb, London, England, was the only non-Canadian in the
crew.

When the Wellington got back to base, Hoddinott, the navigator, told how his
skipper had been the first to spot the enemy sub.

Des Farrell saw what looked to be a white line of phosphorescence straight
ahead of us,” he said. “It was a fully surfaced U-boat all right, and we could all
see it perfectly when we got within three quarters of a mile range.”

The Nazi gunners lost no time in opening fire at the Wimpy, and Hoddinott,
aiming straight at the conning tower, replied from the aircraft’s front gun.
Farrell immediately took the bomber down for the attack and Webb, who was
operating the rear gun, reported that the depth charges straddled the sub half
way between the conning tower and its stern. It was impossible, however, for
the crew to observe the exact damage.

The force of the explosions shook the aircraft and all of the Nazi guns were
silenced a few seconds after the depth charges were released. The U-boat
remained on the surface for eight minutes and then disappeared. No trace of it



was seen again. But “N for Nan” kept circling the area for about an hour before
dropping markers and heading back to base.

W.0.I Biddle, the second pilot, almost electrified his teammates during the
return flight when he suddenly produced a roast chicken which in wartime
England is now becoming almost as scarce as a U-boat in the Bay of Biscay.

“It was certainly a grand way to celebrate,” Hoddinott exclaimed. “I sat and
chewed away on a drumstick all the way home.”

Almost all aircrew who fly with Coastal Command have their pet superstitions
although many of them won’t admit it. And Art Hoddinott is no exception. He
always takes a piece of string and ties a white donkey good-luck charm to his tie
clip before going out on a sub hunting expedition. Two days before this trip,
while flying with a different crew, he’d been in on a sighting but his first actual U-
boat attack occurred during his 13th patrol.

The successful performance of “N for Nan” during this attack was largely due to
the R.C.A.F. ground crew entrusted with its maintenance. LAC C.A. Huntley, of
Baildon, Sask., was the fitter, and LAC C.T. Bootle, 42 Lawrence Street, Brantford,
Ontario, was the rigger who made certain that the Wellington was in perfect
condition before it took off on this particular patrol.

* %k %k k %k

FARRELL, F/O James Francis (J44106) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 1
January 1946 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 388/46 dated 12 April 1946. Born
14 May 1918. American in the RCAF; born 14 May 1918; home in Jersey City, New Jersey.
Enlisted in Montreal, 20 February 1941 and posted to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.1 BGS
(guard), 23 March 1941; to No.1 ITS, 11 May 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 21 June 1940
when posted to No.12 EFTS; graduated 8 August 1941 when posted to No.14 SFTS; graduated
and promoted Sergeant, 24 October 1941). To "Y" Depot, Halifax, 25 October 1941; taken on
strength overseas, 11 November 1941; promoted to Flight Sergeant at uncertain date and to
Warrant Office 2nd Class, 1 April 1943; repatriated to Canada in June 1943 and posted to No.1
OTU; commissioned 24 November 1943; to “Y” Depot, 22 February 1944; taken on strength of
No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, 5 March 1044; promoted to Flying Officer 24 May 1944; repatriated 2
August 1945; to United Kingdom, 22 November 1945; repatriated again, 31 March 1946;
released 12 April 1946.
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FARRELL, P/O Leonard (J90896) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.432 Squadron - Award
effective 5 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 20 July 1945 and AFRO 1619/45 dated 19



October 1945. Born 22 November 1923 in Bay du Hord, Newfoundland; home there.
Lumberman. Enlisted in Halifax, 16 February 1943 as Airdrome Defence and posted to No.5
Manning Depot. To “Y” Depot, 9 April 1943. To No.1 Manning Depot, 26 June 1943 on
remuster to aircrew. To Air Gunner Ground Training School, 7 August 1943; promoted LAC, 18
September 1943 when posted to No.9 BGS; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 29 October
1943. To "Y" Depot, Halifax, 12 November 1943; taken on strength overseas on 25 November
1943; commissioned 16 October 1944; repatriated 6 February 1945; promoted to Flying Officer,
16 April 1945; released 25 April 1945. No citation other than "completed...numerous
operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost
fortitude, courage and devotion to duty". DHist file 181.009 D.2618 (RG.24 Vol.20627) has
recommendation dated 23 March 1945 when he had flown 34 sorties (162 hours ten minutes)
between 24 June and 6 December 1944.

This officer has completed thirty-four successful sorties over enemy territory.
His tenacity of purpose, endurance and fine offensive spirit have contributed
largely to the success of the crew.

His splendid record and high degree of courage warrant a strong
recommendation for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross (Non-
Immediate).

The sortie list was as follows:

24 June 1944 - Bernieres (3.55)

27 June 1944 - Foret d’Eary (3.25, day)

3 July 1944 - Biennais (3.50, day)

5 July 1944 - Biennais (3.40, day)

7 July 1944 - Caen (4.10, day)

12 July 1944 - Thiverny (4.15, day)

15 July 1944 - Nucourt (4.10, day)

17 July 1944 - Caen (4.00)

1 August 1944 - Ferme de Forrestel (4.00, day)
3 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.50, day)
4 August 1944 Bois de Cassan (4.35, day)

5 August 1944 St.Leu d’Esserent (4.25, day)
7 August 1944 - La Hogue (4.40, day)

9 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.35)

10 August 1944 - La Pallice (6.20)

14 August 1944 - Bons Tassily (4.15, day)
15 August 1944 - Brussels (3.45, day)

16 August 1944 - Kiel (5.30)

28 August 1944 - Brest (3.30)



31 August 1944 - lle de Cezembre (4.45, day)
6 September 1944 - Emden (3.50, day)

9 September 1944 - Le Havre (4.45, day)

15 October 1944 - Wilhelmshaven (4.35, day)
23 October 1944 - Essen (5.40)

25 October 1944 - Hamburg (5.15)

6 November 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (4.45, day)
16 November 1944 - Julich (5.00, day)

18 November 1944 - Munster (5.45, day)

21 November 1944 - Castrop Rauxel (7.05)
27 November 1944 - Neuss (5.10)

30 November 1944 - Duisburg (6.25)

2 December 1944 - Hagen (7.25)

5 December 1944 - Soest (6.20)

6 December 1944 - Osnabruck (5.35, day)
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FARRELL, P/O Norman Bushell (C26200) - Commended for Valuable Services - No.4 EFTS -
Award effective 5 May 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1133/44 dated 26
May 1944. Born in Montreal, 14 July 1910. Driving instructor (1928-1930), Aircraft Apprentice
Flying and LaSalle Services, 1930-31, company failed), salesman with Shell Oil (1934-1936) and
circulation department, Montreal Gazette (May 1936 to enlistment). Learned to fly at
Montreal Light Aeroplane Club in 1939 on Aeronca, Fairchild 22 and Rambler Mark | (54 hours
solo and eleven hours dual). Interviewed 15 June 1940 at which time it was noted that he was
“Bilingual enough to instruct in French.” Enlisted in Montreal, 24 July 1940 and posted to
Trenton. Graded as a Temporary Sergeant on 17 August 1940 and posted to No.4 EFTS,
Windsor Mills on the same day as instructor, having been granted Indefinite Leave Without Pay
to serve as a civilian. Recalled to service, 1 December 1942 and granted rank of Warrant Officer
Second Class with effect from 17 February 1942; to No.5 Manning Depot, 8 January 1943; to
No.6 SFTS, Dunnville, 6 February 1943 for training; commissioned 30 April 1943. Posted to
No.3 Flying Instructor School, Arnprior, 14 May 1943; to No.4 EFTS, Windsor Mills, 28 April
1943; promoted to Flying Officer, 30 October 1943; to No.13 EFTS, St. Eugene, 29 May 1944;
promoted to Flight Lieutenant, 1 August 1944; released 30 January 1945. As of award had
flown 2,836:25 hours, 2,718:10 as instructor, 417:30 in past six months. Returned to Gazette
after war. Died in Sherbrooke, Quebec, 5 December 1976.

This officer has been employed on flying instruction at Elementary Schools since

1940 and his exceptional ability and conscientious devotion to duty, together

with his systematic handling of pupils, has reflected his sincerity and whole-

hearted effort in his work.

This began with a recommendation for an AFC from No.4 EFTS, 6 January 1944, by F/L G.O.



Palmer. Flying hours as noted above. Submission read as follows:

This officer enlisted on June 17, 1940. Since that time he has attended several
courses and has won his wings. He started instructing in 1940 as a Cilian, being
on indefinite leave without pay from the RCAF. He has done exceptionally good
and conscientious work. He has handled his pupils very systematically. He has
trained over 100 pupils and only five of these were ceased training. He has
never had a flying accident. During the period January 1, 1942 to December 31,
1942, he flew 1,000:15 hours. He has a sincere and earnest desire to do his duty
for the war effort to the greatest possible extent.

This was supported on 25 January 1944 by A/V/M Adelard Raymond (Air Officer Commanding,
No.3 Training Command. However, at an uncertain date, this was reduced to a Commendation
by Air Commodore H.L. Campbell.

FARRELL, F/L Norman Bushell (C26200) - Air Force Cross - No.4 EFTS - Award effective 1 January
1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 1946. Governor
General's Records (RG.7 Group 26, Volume 59, file 190-1, dossier 8) has citation. When
recommended he had flown 2,836 hours (as of January 1944), 2,718 as instructor, 417 in
previous six months.

This officer began instructing in 1940 as a civilian. He has done exceptionally
good and conscientious work without a flying accident. He has handled his
pupils very systematically and has trained over 100 pupils and only five of these
were ceased training. He has a sincere and earnest desire to do his duty and has
done so with skill and praiseworthy devotion to duty.

Notes: Instructor course had been taken 25 July to 15 August 1940. Given a Categorization Test
by S/L William M. Foster, Visiting Flight, Central Flying School, whose report was dated 19
September 1941. At that time he had flown 1,000 hours solo and 64 hours 50 minutes dual.
Tested on Finch 4682 and graded in following categories - Sequence (“Good”), Voice (“Clear”),
Manner (“Convincing”), Ability to Impart Knowledge (“Average”), Ability as Pilot (“Average,
instrument flying needs practice”) plus general remarks (“This pilot is a capable instructor and
presents his demonstrations in a convincing manner. Instrument flying needs practice”).
Graded as Class Il Instructor.

Accident at No.4 EFTS, Windsor Mills, 10 December 1941; Finch 1004, night flying practice.
Aircraft struck deep snow bank while taxying, nosed over, breaking propellor.

Report on course at No.3 Flying Instructor School dated 8 June 1943 stated his course had been
examined that day on a Cornell. Course had involved 26 hours solo (day), 1.30 solo (night),
11.40 dual (day) and 1.30 dual (night. “A particularly fine instructor in character, manner and



ability.”

Tested by CFS Visiting Flight, 26 September 1944, at which time he had 3,181 hours total of
which 2,920 hours were on elementary instructional aircraft. He had flown Fleet, Tiger Moth,
Cornell, Harvard and Yale aircraft.

* % % k %k

FARRELL, P/O William Henry (J16461) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.101 Squadron - Award
effective 7 May 1943 as per London Gazette dated 14 May 1943 and AFRO 1078/43 dated 11
June 1943. Born in Toronto, 14 December 1920 (obituary notice); home in Toronto; educated at
Riverside Collegiate where he was an outstanding participant in football, basketball and track.
Enlisted in Toronto 8 January 1941. Trained at No.3 ITS (graduated 9 June 1941), No.13 EFTS,
No.2 BGS (graduated 15 February 1942), No.3 AOS (graduated 31 December 1942), and No.1
CNS (graduated 18 March 1943). Dave Wallace reports that he was posted to the squadron, 30
September 1942 from No.22 OTU, so his sortie of 12 September 1942 (listed below) was
presumably with the OTU. Following tour with No.101 Squadron he had a second tour with
No.428 Squadron; total record was 46 sorties. Invested with DFC at Buckingham Palace.
Postwar he attended University of Toronto (BA, Victoria College), 1948, Bachelor of Education,
Ontario College of Education, 1949). Subsequently earned a Masters Degree in Education
(1958). Rejoined RCAF on 17 May 1950 in the Training and Development Field, holding senior
positions in Air Training Command including Chief of Training Standards. Retired in rank of
Squadron Leader, 30 September 1969. Joined Department of Manpower and Immigration
(Chief of Staff Training and Development Division) until retiring again in 1984. Died in Ottawa,
10 September 2009.

This officer has proved to be an outstanding navigator who has displayed
exceptional keenness and skill. One night in December 1942, during an attack on
Munich, his aircraft was severely damaged by anti-aircraft fire The fine
navigational skill displayed by Pilot Officer Farrell, considerably assisted his
captain in flying the aircraft safely back to this country, despite heavy rain and
low cloud. On another occasion while on a flight to Berlin his co-operation and
support again enabled his pilot to return safely though heavy damage had been
sustained during a combat with an enemy fighter. By his coolness, courage and
devotion to duty, this officer has contributed to the successful completion of
many operational sorties.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/8950 has recommendation drafted 23 March 1943 when he
had flown 30 sorties (202 hours minutes), including a very detailed sortie sheet:

13 September 1942 - Bremen (8.05) - Duty carried out
20 November 1942 - Turin (8.00) - Target identified and bombed



22 November 1942 - Stuttgart (8.10) - Bombed from 5,000 feet; bursts seen

28 November 1942 - Turin (8.30) - Fires started; bursts seen southeast of aiming point.
2 December 1942 - Frankfurt (7.45) - Duty carried out; landed on beam in 300 yards
visibility.

6 December 1942 - Mannheim (7.20) - Target bombed; heavy flak encountered
8 December 1942 - Mining (6.00) - Successful trip

9 December 1942 - Turin (8.00) - Bursts observed in target area.

11 December 1942 - Turin (7.10) - Target not attacked; appalling weather conditions,
unable to maintain sufficient height to cross Alps.

20 December 1942 - Duisburg (4.15) - Successful attack

21 December 1942 - Munich (8.15) - Flak damage; elevator, trimming tab control
severed.

3 January 1943 - Mining (7.20) - Successfully carried out.

16 January 1943 - Berlin (8.15) - Target bombed

17 January 1943 - Berlin (8.50) - Combat with Me.110 which was destroyed, but
Lancaster suffered severe damage.

23 January 1943 - Dusseldorf (4.40) - Duty carried out in 10/10 cloud.

27 January 1943 - Dusseldorf (5.05) - Successful trip.

30 January 1943 - Hamburg (5.55) - Target bombed in 10/10 cloud.

2 February 1943 - Cologne (5.25) - Fires started; good trip

4 February 1943 - Turin (8.15) - Successfully carried out.

18 February 1943 - Wilhelmshaven (4.45) - Bombed target area

21 February 1943 - Bremen (5.00) - Objective attacked

25 February 1943 - Nuremburg (8.00) - Target bombed

28 February 1943 - St.Nazaire (6.25) - Very successful trip

1 March 1943 - Berlin (7.20) - Duty carried out

3 March 1943 - Hamburg (5.15) - Good show under excellent conditions

5 March 1943 - Essen (4.30) - Duty completed; heavy flak experienced

8 March 1943 - Nuremburg (8.15) - Well concentrated effort

9 March 1943 - Munich (8.05) - Successful sortie

11 March 1943 - Stuttgart (8.50) - Target bombed

During his tour of operations on Lancaster aircraft with this squadron, Pilot
Officer W.H. Farrell, a Canadian, has shown outstanding determination to
achieve the very best results by his keenness and skill as a navigator.

On the occasion of the attack on Munich on the night of 21 December 1942,
when his aircraft was severely damaged by flak, the superb navigation by this
officer aided his captain to bring the aircraft safely back to this country despite
heavy rain and low cloud.

His splendid team spirit and cooperation with his captain was again displayed



on the night of the 17th January 1943, when their aircraft successfully returned
to base following heavy damage sustained as a result of a combat with a
Messerschmitt 110 over enemy territory.

By his coolness, courage and devotion to duty, this officer has largely
contributed to the successful completion of many operational flights and his
fine record of service, and the example he has set fully merits his
recommendation for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

This document was minuted by the Officer Commanding, RAF Station Holme-on-Spalding Moor,
Yorkshire on 24 March 1943:

Pilot Officer Farrell has shown outstanding ability combined with a strong sense
of duty and determination throughout his operational tour. He has set his mind
at all times on the task in hand and displayed high qualities of courage and
initiative. His cheerful confidence has set a magnificent example and has
inspired a high morale throughout his squadron. | regard his devotion to duty
and fine record of achievement as fully deserving of recognition by the award
of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

This was duly approved by the Air Officer Commanding, No.1 Group, on 30 March 1943 as a
recommended for a non-immediate Distinguished Flying Cross.

Dave Wallace provides the following details from the Operational Record Book respecting the
sorties mentioned in the recommendation to his award:

He went to Munich with F/L Misselbrook in Lancaster W4309 "B" on Dec.21/22.
Form 541 - Up: 17:15, Down:1:30 " Bombed at 21:20, height of 13,000 ft..
heading 315; after the Wurnsee had been pinpointed and an island in the river,
although a thin layer of cloud obscured the target. Many incendiaries were
seen to burst in the target area and a built up area was seen west of the aiming
point. The aircraft was damaged by 'Flak' but returned to base and landed
successfully in spite of bad weather, the captain reporting a successful trip."
Form 540 just reports all aircraft returning safely, one landing away from base.

Jan.17/43 Target was Berlin and Misselbrook was again the pilot, aircraft was
Lancaster | ED321 "K", up: 16:30; down: 1:30. Form 541: "Bombs were not
dropped and Captain decided to find Baltic port rather than bomb haphazardly.
Unfortunately attacked by M.E. 110 which set fire to the starboard outer, holed
one tank and hit the rear part of the fuselage, putting both turrets out of
action. three attacks were made by M.E. 110 before gunners shot it down in
flames. Bombs were jettisoned."



Form 540: "The aircraft captained by F/L TD Misselbrook was attacked by an
M.E. 110, three attacks were made and the starboard outer engine was
damaged in addition to damage to the fuselage. the gunners and Captain
however fought off the attacks and were able to shoot down the enemy aircraft
in flames, for which an immediate award of the DFC to F/L Misselbrook and the
DFM to the rear gunner, Sgt. Harrison, A. were made.

* %k k k% %

FARREN, F/L Joseph Norman (J23013) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.423 Squadron - Award
effective 19 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 27 July 1945 and AFRO 1672/45 dated 2
November 1945. Born 31 May 1914 in Saint John, New Brunswick; home there; service station
attendant. Enlisted in Moncton, 22 November 1940. To No.33 SFTS (guard duty), 6 January
1941. To No.2 ITS, 9 February 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 27 March 1941 when posted
to No.8 EFTS; may have graduated 16 May 1941 but not posted to No.3 SFTS until 27 May 1941;
graduated and promoted Sergeant, 20 August 1941. To No.13 Operational Training Squadron,
21 August 1941; to Western Air Command, 24 November 1941; to No.4 (BR) Squadron, 4
December 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 20 February 1942. Promoted W02, 20 August
1942. Commissioned 31 August 1942, Promoted Flying Officer, 28 February 1943. To No.160
(BR) Squadron, 5 May 1943. Date of posting overseas uncertain; possibly May 1944 . Promoted
Flight Lieutenant, 28 August 1944. Repatriated no later than 6 September 1945. Retired 9
November 1945. RCAF photo PL-33686 (ex UK-15417 dated 29 September 1944) is captioned
as follows: “The crew of a Sunderland flying boat squadron in Ireland always fly with a white
mouse and a dog, and the dog, Leading Air Dog ‘Elmer’, has 60 operational hours in. Sitting on
the bows in a launch with the white mouse are the navigator, captain and second pilot, F/O P.A.
Simpson of Ottawa, F/O J.N. Farren of Saint John, New Brunswick, and F/O S.B. Hawthorne of
Renfrew, Ontario. And the mouse is usually crawling around the insides of a battle dress tunic
to keep warm.”

Flight Lieutenant Farren has completed two tours of operational duty during
which he has taken part in numerous sorties and has participated in two attacks
on enemy submarines. These attacks were made in September and December
1944 and were completed with skill and precision and with good results in both
cases. At all times this officer has displayed a fine fighting spirit and great
devotion to duty.

RCAF Press Release No. 4515 dated 7 November, 1944, transcribed by Huguette Oates, reads:
WITH RCAF IN COASTAL COMMAND: -- The safety of an important Allied

convoy was threatened when a Nazi submarine recently succeeded in reaching
the North Atlantic shipping lanes undetected. But the U-boat, before it got a



chance to do any damage, was hunted down and attacked by an RCAF
Sunderland flying boat crew led by F/O J.N. Farren, 248 Guilford Street, Saint
John, N.B. The convoy was unmolested.

The enemy sub was only a few miles away from the convoy when it was first
sighted by the 30-year-old Maritime skipper. The subsequent attack was
carried out in daylight with the Canadian crew able to depth-charge their target
unopposed by Nazi anti-aircraft fire.

It was the first time F/O Farren had ever attacked a U-Boat and eight other
members of the RCAF were in his crew in the engagement. Helping to score
this latest success for Coastal Command were F/O Charles Strobl, Winnipeg
(480 Mathison Avenue), 1st pilot; F/O R.A.W. Simpson, Ottawa (221 Queen
Street), navigator; F/O S.R. Hawthorne, Renfrew, Ontario (220 Arnprior Street),
WOP-AG; P/O R.W. Markley, Milton, Ontario (Main Street), WOP-AG; WO2 S.
Semenchuk, Cudworth, Saskatchewan, WOP-AG; F/S G.F. Tait, Dilke,
Saskatchewan, 1st fitter; Sergeant C.E. Goobel, Spruce Grove, Alberta, and
Sergeant J.W. MacDonald, Wallaceburg, Ontario (340 Wellington Street), both
air-gunners.

A few hours after taking off in Sunderland “D” for Donald” from a base in
Northern Ireland, the RCAF crew headed out over the North Atlantic on a
routine anti-sub patrol. F/O Farren spotted the U-Boat. Although an
immediate attack was carried out by the Canadians, the U-Boat submerged
completely exactly one minute before the Sunderland’s depth charges were
releases. Three warships, part of the escort protecting the convoy, soon
arrived to join in the hunt. No further trace of the sub was seen although F/O
Farren circled the area for some time.

Farren and his Canadian crew fly for Coastal Command as members of an RCAF
flying boat squadron commanded by W/C P.J. Grant, of Assiniboia,
Saskatchewan.

* %k 3k k %

FARREN, F/L Joseph Norman (J23013) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.423 Squadron - Award
effective 19 July 1945 as per London Gazette dated 27 July 1945 and AFRO 1672/45 dated 2
November 1945. Born 31 May 1914 in Saint John, New Brunswick; home there; service station
attendant. Enlisted in Moncton, 22 November 1940. To No.33 SFTS (guard duty), 6 January
1941. To No.2 ITS, 9 February 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 27 March 1941 when posted
to No.8 EFTS; may have graduated 16 May 1941 but not posted to No.3 SFTS until 27 May 1941;
graduated and promoted Sergeant, 20 August 1941. To No.13 Operational Training Squadron,



21 August 1941; to Western Air Command, 24 November 1941; to No.4 (BR) Squadron, 4
December 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 20 February 1942. Promoted W02, 20 August
1942. Commissioned 31 August 1942, Promoted Flying Officer, 28 February 1943. To No.160
(BR) Squadron, 5 May 1943. Date of posting overseas uncertain; possibly May 1944 . Promoted
Flight Lieutenant, 28 August 1944. Repatriated no later than 6 September 1945. Retired 9
November 1945. RCAF photo PL-33686 (ex UK-15417 dated 29 September 1944) is captioned
as follows: “The crew of a Sunderland flying boat squadron in Ireland always fly with a white
mouse and a dog, and the dog, Leading Air Dog ‘Elmer’, has 60 operational hours in. Sitting on
the bows in a launch with the white mouse are the navigator, captain and second pilot, F/O P.A.
Simpson of Ottawa, F/O J.N. Farren of Saint John, New Brunswick, and F/O S.B. Hawthorne of
Renfrew, Ontario. And the mouse is usually crawling around the insides of a battle dress tunic
to keep warm.”

Flight Lieutenant Farren has completed two tours of operational duty during
which he has taken part in numerous sorties and has participated in two attacks
on enemy submarines. These attacks were made in September and December
1944 and were completed with skill and precision and with good results in both
cases. At all times this officer has displayed a fine fighting spirit and great
devotion to duty.

RCAF Press Release No. 4515 dated 7 November, 1944, transcribed by Huguette Oates, reads:

WITH RCAF IN COASTAL COMMAND: -- The safety of an important Allied
convoy was threatened when a Nazi submarine recently succeeded in reaching
the North Atlantic shipping lanes undetected. But the U-boat, before it got a
chance to do any damage, was hunted down and attacked by an RCAF
Sunderland flying boat crew led by F/O J.N. Farren, 248 Guilford Street, Saint
John, N.B. The convoy was unmolested.

The enemy sub was only a few miles away from the convoy when it was first
sighted by the 30-year-old Maritime skipper. The subsequent attack was
carried out in daylight with the Canadian crew able to depth-charge their target
unopposed by Nazi anti-aircraft fire.

It was the first time F/O Farren had ever attacked a U-Boat and eight other
members of the RCAF were in his crew in the engagement. Helping to score
this latest success for Coastal Command were F/O Charles Strobl, Winnipeg
(480 Mathison Avenue), 1st pilot; F/O R.A.W. Simpson, Ottawa (221 Queen
Street), navigator; F/O S.R. Hawthorne, Renfrew, Ontario (220 Arnprior Street),
WOP-AG; P/O R.W. Markley, Milton, Ontario (Main Street), WOP-AG; WO?2 S.
Semenchuk, Cudworth, Saskatchewan, WOP-AG; F/S G.F. Tait, Dilke,
Saskatchewan, 1st fitter; Sergeant C.E. Goobel, Spruce Grove, Alberta, and



Sergeant J.W. MacDonald, Wallaceburg, Ontario (340 Wellington Street), both
air-gunners.

A few hours after taking off in Sunderland “D” for Donald” from a base in
Northern Ireland, the RCAF crew headed out over the North Atlantic on a
routine anti-sub patrol. F/O Farren spotted the U-Boat. Although an
immediate attack was carried out by the Canadians, the U-Boat submerged
completely exactly one minute before the Sunderland’s depth charges were
releases. Three warships, part of the escort protecting the convoy, soon
arrived to join in the hunt. No further trace of the sub was seen although F/O
Farren circled the area for some time.

Farren and his Canadian crew fly for Coastal Command as members of an RCAF
flying boat squadron commanded by W/C P.J. Grant, of Assiniboia,
Saskatchewan.

* %k 3k %k %

FARRIS, F/L Loran Wendell (J29517) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.156 Squadron - Award
effective 5 February 1945 as per London Gazette dated 16 February 1945 and AFRO 563/45
dated 29 March 1945. Born in Chipman, New Brunswick, 3 March 1918; home in Sydney, Nova
Scotia. Enlisted in Truro, Nova Scotia, 18 June 1942. To No.5 Manning Depot, 12 July 1942. To
No.9 SFTS (guard duty), 19 August 1942. To No.1 ITS, 24 October 1942; graduated and
promoted LAC, 30 December 1942 but not posted to No.5 AOS until 11 February 1943;
graduated and commissioned 20 August 1943. To “Y” Depot, 3 September 1943; to United
Kingdom, 12 September 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 20 February 1944. Promoted Flight
Lieutenant, date uncertain. Repatriated 9 February 1945. Retired 11 April 1945. Died in
Barbados, 19 January 2002, No citation other than "completed...numerous operations against
the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage
and devotion to duty." Public Records Office Air 2/8831 has recommendation dated 17
November 1944 when he had flown 42 sorties (154 hours 35 minutes).

9 April 1944 - Lille

10 April 1944 - Laon

11 April 1944 - Aachen
20 April 1944 - Cologne
22 April 1944 - Laon

5 May 1944 - Montdidier
11 May 1944 - Hasselt
22 May 1944 - Orleans
27 May 1944 - Aachen
31 May 1944 - Tergnier



6 June 1944 - Houlgate

8 June 1944 - Fougeres

9 June 1944 - Le Mans

23 June 1944 - Coubronnes

2 July 1944 - Oisemont

7 July 1944 - Vaires

10 July 1944 - Nucourt

11 July 1944 - Gapennes

15 July 1944 - Nucourt

19 July 1944 - Rollez

23 July 1944 - Donges

24 July 1944 - Stuttgart

7 August 1944 - Caen battle area
8 August 1944 - Foret d'Engloss
11 August 1944 - Somain

14 August 1944 - Falaise

16 August 1944 - Kiel

26 August 1944 - Kiel

31 August 1944 - Lumbres

5 September 1944 - Le Havre

9 September 1944 - Le Havre
10 September 1944 - Le Havre
11 September 1944 - Gelsenkirchen
12 September 1944 - Scholven
13 September 1944 - Gelsenkirchen
6 October 1944 - Sterkrade

7 October 1944 - Cleve

14 October 1944 - Duisburg

19 October 1944 - Stuttgart

23 October 1944 - Essen

25 October 1944 - Essen

28 October 1944 - Cologne

Flight Lieutenant Farris has now completed 42 operational sorties with the
Pathfinder Force, 35 of which have been Marker sorties. Many German targets
are included in this total.

This officer is a navigator of outstanding ability. He has flown many sorties on
Master Bomber duties, during one of which the aircraft was hit and damaged
by predicted flak. Flight Lieutenant Farris has, however, always carried on with
his duties cooly and undeterred by the hazard around him. His efficiency and
courage have made him a valuable member of his crew.



He has always shown a devotion to duty of a high order, and | recommend him
for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

* % % k %k

FAST, FS Alvin Peter (R101037 and J18383) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.156 Squadron -
Award effective 6 August 1943 as per London Gazette dated 13 August 1943 and AFRO 1849/43
dated 10 September 1943. Born in Laird, Saskatchewan, 26 January 1917; home in Langley
Prairie, British Columbia. Labourer. Enlisted in Saskatoon, 15 May 1941 and posted that date
to No.1 Manning Depot. To No.1 SFTS, 9 June 1941 (guard duty); to No.4 WS, 3 August 1941;
promoted LAC, 4 September 1941; to No.4 BGS, 20 December 1941; graduated and promoted
Sergeant, 19 January 1942. To No.31 OTU, 8 February 1942; to “Y” Depot, date unclear; to RAF
overseas, 27 February 1942. Commissioned 15 July 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 15 January
1944. Repatriated 1 May 1944. To No.2 WS, 12 June 1944. To Release Centre, 30 November
1945; released 29 January 1946. Died at Aldergrove, British Columbia, 9 December 2006 as per
Royal Canadian Legion “Last Post” website and Legion Magazine of November/December 2007.
Photo PL-21640 refers.

Flight Sergeant Fast is a wireless operator of outstanding ability and it has been
due, in no small measure, to his skill that many of his missions have been
successful. He has taken part in operational sorties, many of them of long
duration and over very heavily defended enemy territory. Amongst the targets
attacked have been Cologne, Wuppertal, Dortmund, Duisburg and Spezia.

Public Record Office Air 50/221 has Combat Report for 11/12 June 1943. Crew were F/L G.L.
Mandeno (captain, awarded DFC), FS Atkin (navigator), FS Fast (WOP), Sergeant Chapman (FE),
P/0 Saunders (BA), Sergeant Foybec (MUG) and FS Knight (rear gunner). Lancaster X/156
(ED829), target Munster.

On the night of 11/12 June 1943, aircraft Z/156, Captain F/L Mandeno, was
detailed to attack Munster, marking and illuminating the target by means of
Special Equipment. The aircraft was airborne at 2326 hours and it was found
that the ASI was unserviceable in the pilot’s cockpit, but it was decided to
proceed with the sortie, the navigator calling out the reading of his ASI at
regular intervals. Evasive action was consequently not as effective as it might
have been, and at position 51.37 N 06.40 E, 0148 hours, 19.500 feet, Course
095 Magnetic, speed 140 knots, an Me.110 was encountered.

The Me.110 was first sighted, identified and reported by the tail gunner on the
starboard quarter, 15 degrees below, and making a climbing attack at an
estimated range of 400 yards. The tail gunner gave directions to turn starboard



and the captain complied, turning with 45 degree bank, rate two turns. Fire
was opened simultaneously by both aircraft, the tail gunner of the Lancaster
giving two two-second bursts, the enemy aircraft giving a four second burst of
amber coloured tracers from four positions in the nose, judged to be cannon
fire. This fire from slightly less than 400 yards was accurately placed, coming up
under the starboard tail plane and into the fuselage of the Lancaster, injuring
the mid-upper gunner, one shell entering his turret on the starboard side and
taking his earphones and microphone attachment and damaging his left-hand
master grip.

The enemy aircraft broke his first attack at what was judged to be 100 yards,
and breaking away and above to starboard, making a complete circuit and
positioning himself for a second engagement, again under 15 degrees, this time
slight to port off stern, range 400 yards. The same evasive maneouvre was
attempted by our aircraft, this time to port. Fire was first opened by the
Lancaster tail gunner in a four-second burst. Return fire in one short two-
second burst delivered at an estimated range of 200 yards. This burst also
made contact with our aircraft, hitting the underdar blister and entering the
port bomb doors.

The Me.110 again broke the attack at the same range as before, this time
upward and to port of our aircraft and was last observed disappearing on the
port quarter.

The tail gunner is certain that the enemy aircraft was hit in both attacks. A gray
smoke coming away from the port engine on tge breakaway after the first
attack and was noted again in the second, this time in greater volume. The
fighter’s closing speed has been commented on in both attacks as being
extremely fast.

All the tail guns were in operation throughout the attacks and it is estimated
that 200 rounds were expended.

Air 50/221 also has the following Combat Report for 16/17 June 1943. Crew were F/L G.L.
Mandeno (captain, awarded DFC), FS Atkin (navigator), FS Fast (WOP), Sergeant Chapman (FE),
P/0O Saunders (BA), S/L Everson (MUG) and FS Knight (rear gunner). Lancaster X/156 (ED829),
target Cologne.

On the night of the 16/17th June 1943, Lancaster Ill Z/156 was detailed as a
Marker on the raid against Cologne. On the homeward journey, at position
51.00 N 04.20 E, 0243 hours, 18,000 feet, course 295 M, an enemy aircraft,
subsequently identified as an Me.110, was sighted by the tail gunner 15



degrees below, dead astern, making a climbing attack. The enemy aircraft
opened fire and approximately 400 yards range. Firing bright yellow trace from
cannon from cannons and machine gun in a four second burst. Fire was
accurate in damaging port elevator and starboard tail plane, puncturing
starboard engine inner petrol tank and port inner engine. Tail gunner
attempted to open fire at 400 yards but found guns inoperative due to their
being frozen up. Mid-upper gunner gave direction to the captain for
emergency starboard. The captain, having seen trace passing above, had
already commenced diving turn in that direction. Enemy aircraft closed to a
range of approximately 250 yards and at this distance became visible to Mid-
upper gunner who opened fire with a two second burst before the enemy
aircraft broke away to port. Extreme brightness of the enemy aircraft’s trace
prevented any strikes being observed. Enemy aircraft turned away to port in a
steep turn 20 degrees upwards and was last observed flying away from the
Lancaster, crossing from port to starboard astern, range 200 yards. Lancaster,
having completed an orbit to starboard, continued on course having lost
approximately 1,000 feet in height. Enemy aircraft was not seen again. Its
closing speed is commented on as being extremely fast.

Accident Report, 23 March 1944, No.22 OTU, Wellesbourne, Wellington LN481 (XN-J), 1245
hours, circuits and landings. Crew was J6390 F/L B.M. Adilman (later killed), C175 W/C E.M.
Mitchell (RCAF pupil), 118383 P/O A.P. Fast (WOP/AG, screened Canadian) and J1848 F/O J.L.
Fontaine (AG, screened Canadian). They had done a few circuits ("a few landings") and four or
five overshoots Adilman was instructing in single engine flying and feathering. Feathered
starboard propellor and then it would not unfeather. Adilman made a single-engine landing.
Minor damage and no injuries.

* %k %k k %k

FAULDER, F/L John Murray (J22749) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.408 Squadron - Award
effective 1 December 1944 as per London Gazette dated 8 December 1944 and AFRO 337/45
dated 23 February 1945. Born 22 July 1920 in Cockermouth, Cumberland, England (letter from
Douglas G. Faulder dated 22 June 1997). Home in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. Former militia
service (King's Own Rifles, Bandsman, 2 May 1938 to 17 October 1939). Enlisted in Regina, 29
October 1940 as Airframe Mechanic. To No.1 Manning Depot, 30 November 1940. To Technical
Training School, St. Thomas, 6 December 1940. To No.5 BGS, 14 May 1941. Promoted LAC, 1
October 1941. Remustered to aircrew and posted on 4 January 1942 to No.7 ITS; to No.6 EFTS,
14 March 1942; to No.4 SFTS, 23 May 1942; graduated and commissioned 11 September 1942,
To No.31 GRS, 25 September 1942; to Western Air Command, 4 December 1942; to No.32 OTU,
5 December 1942 (Hampden aircraft). Promoted Flying Officer, 11 March 1943. To “Y” Depot,
17 April 1943. Embarked from Canada, 27 May 1943; disembarked in Britain, 4 June 1943 and
posted to No.3 PRC. Detached to ACOS (whatever that is), 5-31 July 1943; detached to No.4



EFTS, 6-22 October 1943 (five hours on Tiger Moths). To No.23 OTU, 26 October 1943 (90.15 on
Wellingtons). To No.61 Base, 18 February 1944 where he attended Battle School and converted
at No.1666 Conversion Unit to Lancasters (37.50). To No.408 Squadron, 28 March 1944 (228.25
on Lancasters and Halifaxes). Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 11 September 1944. To No.86 OTU,
30 September 1944. To No.82 OTU, 15 October 1944. Repatriated 15 January 1945. To No.2 Air
Command, 26 January 1945. To No.6 Release Centre, Regina, 21 March 1945. Retired 23
March 1945. Member, 20 Saskatchewan Armoured Regiment, 24 June 1949 to 9 May 1951.
Rejoined RCAF as a pilot on short service commission, 10 May 1951 (38906). To FIS Trenton, 17
September 1951. Deemed unsuitable as an instructor owing to nervousness over spinning. To
No.2 ANS, Winnipeg, 12 January 1952 as staff pilot. To Recruiting Unit, Regina, 5 July 1954. To
AFHQ (Air Member for Personnel Division), 18 August 1955. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 July
1956. To No0.129 Aircraft Acceptance and Ferry Flight, Calgary, 29 August 1959. Retired 9
November 1964. Died at Qualicum Beach, British Columbia, 15 November 1993 as per Legion
Magazine of February 1994. RCAF photo PL-35036 taken on his repatriation with Jean
Dickenson (Canadian soprano) and his war bride wife; ge had tripped on railway platform
running to meet her and ended up in hospital with a twisted ankle, although he had gone
through 35 sorties without a scratch. No citation other than "..in recognition of gallantry and
devotion to duty in the execution of air operations against the enemy." DHist file 181.009
D.1633 (RG.24 Vol.20603) has recommendation dated 4 September 1944 when he had flown 30
sorties (137 hours five minutes), 9 April to 30 August 1944.

Flying Officer Faulder has completed a very large number of operations against
the enemy. On many of these sorties he penetrated deep into Germany to
bomb such heavily defended targets as Friedrichshafen and Karlsruhe.
Throughout his tour, this officer has displayed a fine offensive spirit and great
keenness to participate in all operations against the enemy. On all occasions he
pressed home his attack with great determination and seldom returned
without an excellent picture of the aiming point attacked.

Flying Officer Faulder by his cheerful determination and operational ability has
set a splendid example to this whole squadron. Therefore, | recommend that
he be awarded a non-immediate Distinguished Flying Cross.

The sortie list was as follows:

9 April 1944 - Villeneuve St. George (5.12, second pilot)
24 April 1944 - Karlsruhe (6.36, second pilot)

27 April 1944 - Friedrichshafen (8.38)

1 May 1944 - St. Ghislain (4.09)

9 May 1944 - Calais (3.13)

19 May 1944 - Franceville (4.20)

27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (4.52)



31 May 1944 - Au Fevre (3.55)

12 June 1944 - Cambrai (4.18)

14 June 1944 - St. Pol (3.34)

15 June 1944 - Cologne (3.55)

16 June 1944 - Sterkrade (4.15)

23 June 1944 - Bientques (3.45)

24 June 1944 - Bamieres (4.20)

26 June 1944 - Foret d’Eawy (4.05)

4 July 1944 - Villeneuve St. George (5.05)
5 July 1944 - Siracourt (3.50)

7 July 1944 - Caen (4.15)

17 July 1944 - Caen (5.00)

20 July 1944 - ’Hey (3.30)

5 August 1944 - St. Leu d’Esserent (5.10)
7 August 1944 - Caen (3.25)

8 August 1944 - Foret de Chantilly (4.55)
9 August 1944 - Foret de Nieppe (3.50)
10 August 1944 - La Pallice (6.00)

12 August 1944 - Montrichard (5.25)

15 August 1944 - Brussels (4.00)

25 August 1944 - Brest (5.05)

28 August 1944 - |le de Cezembre (4.15)
30 August 1944 - Ile de Cezembre (4.30)

This appears to be incomplete. On repatriation he stated he had flown 35 sorties (164.50) and
last sortie Was 12 September 1944; also recorded 196.40 non-operational hours overseas. His
application for Operational Wing (19 September 1944) claimed 34 sorties (158.45), 9 April 1944
to 12 September 1944.

Notes: Incident on 10 January 1944, No.23 OTU, Wellington NE701. Apparent engine failure
through disintegration of parts. No injuries. Crew included Warrant Officer R.C. Harvey
(navigator) who was later commissioned and awarded DFC.

In stating his flying times (27 September 1950) he listed the following: Tiger Moth (94.30),
Crane (167.40), Oxford (8.10), Anson (43.30), Hampden (72.20), Wellington (90.15), Lancaster
(218.45) and Halifax (47.35). On 14 October 1950 his application to join the postwar RCAF was
rejected because of age. This was reversed in May 1951.

RCAF Press Release No. 8074 dated 4 January, 1945 from: F/O George Sinclair reads:

WITH RCAF IN BRITAIN: -- A bomber operation, on which he safely crossed the
enemy coast on the return leg to base without having experienced any danger,



turned out to be the worst flight of his tour for Flight Lieutenant J.M. Faulder,
DFC, Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan (614 Ominica Street East).

Now passing through an RCAF repatriation depot on his way home, F/L Faulder
said he had been bombing a target at Bourg Leopold in Belgium and had just
left the enemy coast behind him when a Ju88 dived to attack him. Faulder
threw his aircraft into a violent corkscrew and evaded the German, but in a few
minutes the Junkers again came in to attack. For the entire journey across the
North Sea, the determined German dogged the bomber, making ten attacks
before giving up when the English coast was reached.

Still a keen flyer after hundreds of hours with the RCAF, F/L Faulder would like
to join a civil airline upon leaving the service.

* %k k %k %

FAULKNER, FS Albert Rice (R53088) - British Empire Medal - Eastern Air Command
Headquarters - Award effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO
82/46 dated 25 January 1946. Born 15 July 1906. Home in Aurora, Ontario. Enlisted in
Toronto, 6 November 1939 as a Cook (reclassified Chef, 1 June 1943). To Technical Training
School, St. Thomas, 5 January 1940; promoted AC1, 29 February 1940; promoted LAC, 29 May
1940; promoted Corporal, 15 August 1940; to No.4 BGS, 11 November 1940; promoted
Sergeant, 5 February 1941; promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 August 1942; to Shellburne, 24
November 1943; to No.1 Naval Air Gunnery School, 1 December 1943; to Eastern Air Command
Headquarters, 3 February 1944; to Release Centre, 25 March 1946; released 5 April 1946.

The high standard of morale at the barracks for this command may be
attributed in large measure to the efforts of Flight Sergeant Faulkner. This non-
commissioned officer has been in charge of Messing for the Officers, Sergeants
and Other Ranks Messes on this unit for over a year. He instructs and
supervises his own staff and works many hours beyond the normal call of duty.
In five years service in Eastern Air Command he has gained a record of
outstanding meritorious service.

* %k 3k k %

FAULKNER, WO Victor Herbert (R127997) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.158 Squadron -
Award effective 1 September 1944 as per London Gazette dated 19 September 1944 and AFRO
2373/44 dated 3 November 1944. Born 20 December 1922 in Toronto. Home there. Enlisted
Toronto, 26 August 1941. Posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.3 PHU, 15 December 1941; to
No.3 WS, 14 March 1942; promoted LAC, 15 April 1942; to No.3 BGS, 24 October 1942;
promoted Sergeant, 22 January 1943; to "Y" Depot, 5 February 1943; to RAF overseas, 8 March



1943. Further trained at No.10 OTU and No.1658 Conversion Unit; commissioned 12 October
1944 (J90401); repatriated 22 October 1944; to No.4 BGS, 24 November 1944; to Mountain
View, 2 February 1945; to Release Centre, 22 March 1945; released 27 March 1945. Died in
Winnipeg, 8 February 2007. No citation other than "completed...many successful operations
during which [he has] displayed high skill, fortitude and devotion to duty." Public Records
Office Air 2/9276 has recommendation dated 15 June 1944 when he had flown 29 sorties (177
hours 58 minutes operational flying time).

25 July 1943 - Essen (4.40)

27 July 1943 - Hamburg (5.04)

29 July 1943 - Hamburg (5.54, attacked by Ju.88s on three occasions; no damage)
2 August 1943 - Hamburg (5.41)

9 August 1943 - Mannheim (7.10)

10 August 1943 - Nuremburg (7.03)

17 August 1943 - Peenemunde (7.30)

22 August 1943 - Leverkusen (6.07)

23 August 1943 - Berlin (7.47)

27 August 1943 - Nuremburg (4.32)

15 September 1943 - Montlucon (7.04)

16 September 1943 - Modane (7.36)

22 September 1943 - Hanover (5.49)

23 September 1943 - Mannheim (6.55)

27 September 1943 - Hanover (5.36)

4 October 1943 - Frankfurt (8.21)

11 November 1943 - Cannes (9.31)

18 November 1943 - Mannheim (8.04)

15 March 1944 - Stuttgart (8.17)

30 March 1944 - Nuremburg (4.06, early return, navigator sick)
9 April 1944 - Villeneuve St.Georges (5.23)
20 April 1944 - Ottignes (4.07)

22 April 1944 - Dusseldorf (5.06)

24 April 1944 - Karlsruhe (6.47)

27 April 1944 - Aulnoye (4.20)

27 May 1944 - Bourg Leopold (4.38)

2 June 1944 - Trappes (5.10)

6 June 1944 - Chateaudun (5.37)

7 June 1944 - Versailles (4.03)

On the night of 29/30 July 1943, this Non-Commissioned Officer was rear
gunner in an aircraft detailed to attack Hamburg. It was a night of intense
fighter activity and Ju.88s made no fewer than three separate attacks on his
aircraft. From his position in the rear turret this Non-Commissioned Officer



coordinated perfectly with his colleague in the mid-upper turret and combat
manoeuvre was given so effectively to his captain that the night fighters failed
to effect even one strike on the aircraft. Then on his third operational sortie,
Warrant Officer Faulkner revealed high qualities of coolness and courage in the
face of the enemy's fire, and throughout the remainder of his tour, which totals
29 trips, he has confirmed the high opinion then formed of his qualities.

Keen, efficient and courageous, he has been an excellent influence in his
section, and has always been willing to give of his best in the training of new
men. His example and conduct at all times have been magnificent. For his
outstanding record on operations and his unfailing devotion to duty at all times,
it is recommended that he be awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross.

Public Record Office Air 50/222 has the following Combat Reports:

29/30 July 1943: Halifax Il Series IA, D/158 (HR780); target Hamburg; 0047 hours; position 54
13" North 08 50" East; height 18,000 feet; I.A.S. 155 m.p.h.; heading 113. Weather, no cloud or
moon; ground haze. Searchlight activity prior to attack. Monica indicated aircraft in the
vicinity; IFF off; flak during attack. The Mid-Upper Gunner was Sergeant D.R. Courage (RAAF)

15t Attack: Mid-Upper Gunner sighted Ju.88 on starboard quarter up range 100
yards carrying no lights. Mid-Upper Gunner ordered a diving turn to starboard
and opened fire with a three-second burst from 400 yards to 250 yards as Ju.88
passed over own aircraft from starboard quarter up to Poet Beam up where it
broke away and was not seen again. There was no searchlight activity during
combat. No damage to bomber or casualties to crew. No damaged claimed to
enemy aircraft, Mid-Upper Gunner fired 150 rounds.

2"d Attack: Time 0115 hours; position 53 33" North, 10 00" East; height 18,000
feet, I.LA.S. 155 m.p.h.; Heading 171 T. Weather, no cloud, no moon. Ground
haze. Searchlights active prior to attack.

No warning was given by Monica; I.F.F. off. There was flak - close proximity
during combat.

Mid-Upper Gunner sighted one Ju.88 at 800 yards on starboard beam level our
course, not carrying lights. As enemy aircraft commenced to turn in at 700
yards, Mid-Upper Gunner gave pilot order to make a diving turn to starboard.
Enemy aircraft passed over our aircraft and broke away on the port quarter up
at. 600 yards. Enemy aircraft then turned and made another attack from fire
[?] port quarter up. Mid-Upper Gunner gave pilot order to corkscrew with
initial turn to port. Enemy aircraft followed through and both gunners fired a
short burst simultaneously at 300 yards and closed at about 200 yards. Enemy



aircraft broke away on starboard beam downward and was not seen again. No
searchlight activity during attack. Enemy aircraft did not open fire. No damage
claimed to fighter. Mid-Upper Gunner fired 200 rounds; Rear Gunner fired 100
rounds.

3rd Attack: Time 01365 hours; position 53 48" North, 08 32" East; height
13,000 feet, I.A.S. 175 m.p.h.; Heading 304 T. Weather, no cloud, no moon.
Ground haze. No searchlights activity prior to attack but Monica indicated
aircraft in the vicinity. IFF off. Very little flak at time of attack.

Mid-Upper Gunner first sighted Ju.88 on starboard bow up at 500 yards passing
across track of own aircraft to port bow up. Enemy aircraft came in to attack
from port bow up 700 yards and was immediately joined by another Ju.88
which appeard to turn into attack with first enemy aircraft from port beam at
same range. Mid-Upper Gunner gave pilot order to make a diving turn to port.
As first enemy aircraft passed over our aircraft Mid-Upper Gunner opened fire
at about 500 yards and closed at 350 yards. This enemy aircraft broke away on
starboard beam and was not seen again. During attack Mid-Upper Gunner lost
sight of second enemy aircraft which was also not seen again. Enemy aircraft
did not open fire. No searchlight activity during attack. No damage to bomber
or injuries to crew. No damage to fighter claimed. Mid-Upper Gunner fired
100 rounds.

27/28 September 1943: Halifax Il Series IA, (LW244); target Hanover. Position, target area;
Time 2213; height 18,500 feet. Speed 206; heading 112 T. Weather clear. Searchlights very
active. No previous warning of attack and Monica was unserviceable. IFF was off. Flak
moderate. The Mid-Upper Gunner was Sergeant H. Barrett.

Mid-Upper Gunner reported sighting of aircraft, identified as Ju,88 without
lights on starboard beam at a range of 800 yards and firing at own aircraft.

Rear gunner at the same time sighted two more aircraft, identified as Ju,88s
without lights, one dead astern at a range of 600 yards and the other one on
the port quarter up at a range of 400 yards. All three aircraft were firing at the
same time and the Mid-Upper Gunner reported that his turret was hit and
unserviceable after firing a short burst. Rear Gunner gave pilot combat
manoeuver to corkscrew at the same time firing at the aircraft which was dead
astern. The guns in the rear turret then ceased firing due to stoppages, two of
which were later cleared by the Rear Gunner. Combat manoeuver to corkscrew
was continued and all enemy aircraft were lost to sight. Own aircraft was not
coned during attack but searchlights were active. Mid-Upper Gunner was hit by
machine gun fire in right arm and Rear Gunner was hit in the right leg and
suffered graze. Damage to own aircraft consisted of port and starboard



elevators, starboard mainplane and fuselage riddled. Hits were claimed by Rear
Gunner on one enemy aircraft.

Own aircraft landed away at Marham and number of rounds fired not known.

* % % k %k

FAUQUIER, W/C John Emilius (C1399) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.405 Squadron - Award
effective 29 July 1942 as per London Gazette dated 4 August 1942 and AFRO 1413/42 dated 4
September 1942. Born 19 March 1909 in Ottawa. Attended Ashbury College, Ottawa, 1919-
1928. Home in Toronto. Served in Royal Highlanders of Canada, 1929 to 1931. He was owner
and operator, Commercial Airways, 1933-1937; owner and manager of Pro Products of Canada,
1937-1939. Enlisted in Toronto, 1 November 1939 as Pilot Officer and Temporary Flying Officer.
To Station Camp Borden, 6 November 1939. Attended Intermediate Flying Training course, 14
November 1939 to 10 February 1940. Took Flying Instructor Course, 3 January to 6 February
1940 and graded Category “B”. To Station Trenton, 20 January 1940. To Camp Borden again,
12 February 1940. Authorized to wear RCAF Wing, 19 February 1940. Took Advanced Flying
Training course, 14 February to 2 March 1940. To No.1 SFTS, Camp Borden, 16 June 1940. To
Trenton, Took another Flying Instructor course at Trenton, October 1940 and rated “A2".
Promoted Flight Lieutenant on 1 November 1940. To Station Trenton again, 22 November
1940. Flying Instructor course at Trenton, March 1941 and reclassified “A-1.” To AFHQ, 19 April
1941. To Embarkation Depot, Halifax, 16 June 1941. To Overseas, 18 June 1941. To Central
Landing Establishment, 7 July 1941. To No.22 OTU, 16 August 1941. To No.405 Squadron, 20
September 1941. Promoted Squadron Leader, 13 December 1941. Promoted Wing
Commander, 23 March 1942. To RCAF Overseas Headquarters, 8 August 1942, serving there to
24 October 1942. To No.6 Group Headquarters, 24 October 1942, serving there to 18 April
1943. To No0.405 Squadron, 18 April 1943, serving there to 21 January 1944; promoted Group
Captain, 1 August 1943. To RCAF Overseas Headquarters, 26 January 1944. To Station East
Moor, 8 February 1944. To No.6 Group Headquarters, 22 March 1944. To No.62 Base and
promoted Air Commodore, 28 June 1944. To No.6 Group Headquarters again, 15 September
1944. Reverted to Group Captain and posted to No.617 Squadron, 28 December 1944. To RCAF
Overseas Headquarters, 14 May 1945. To No.8 Aircrew Holding Unit, 4 June 1945. Repatriated 6
October 1945. To No.1 Air Command, Trenton, 17 October 1945. Retired 4 December 1945.
RCAF photo PL-31688 (ex UK-13566 dated 14 August 1944) shows him being invested by the
King. RCAF photo PL-32515 (ex UK-13798 dated 23 August 1944) shows him talking to the King;
PL-32637 (ex UK-13759 dated 26 August 1944) is another view with the King. PL-37203 with
mother on repatriation, October 1945; also in PL-31382 and 31383; PL-31384 is Fauquier and
Slemon; PL-31385, Fauquier and G/C D.D. Millar. RCAF photo PL-40162 (ex UK-16731 dated 21
November 1944) shows (left to right), A/V/M C.M. McEwen (AOC No.6 Group, Air Commodore
J.L Hurley (present commander, No.62 Base), Air Commodore A.D. Ross (former commander of
base), and Air Commodore J.E. Fauquier (former commander, No.62 Base, holding official crest
of base newly presented). RCAF photo PL-40163 (ex UK16732 dated 21 November 1944 shows



(left to right), A/V/M C.M. McEwen (AOC No.6 Group, Air Commodore J.E. Fauquier (former
commander, No.62 Base), Air Commodore J.L. Hurley (present commander, No.62 Base, holding
official crest of base newly presented) and Air Commodore A.D. Ross (former commander of
base). See Tom Coughlin, The Dangerous Sky: Canadian Airmen in World War Il, Miles
Constable website http://www.constable.ca/caah/fauquier.htm and lengthy obituary notice in
Toronto Globe and Mail of 4 April 1981. Died in Toronto, 3 April 1981 as per Airforce
Magazine, Summer 1981. Medals held in Canadian War Museum (AN 1985-0003-001).

Throughout the many sorties in which he had participated this officer has
displayed the highest quality of courage and leadership. His ability and grim
determination to inflict the maximum damage on the enemy have won the
admiration of the squadron he commands. Wing Commander Fauquier took
part in the two raids on Essen when a thousand of our aircraft operated each
time. He is an exceptional leader.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9591 has recommendation drafted 5 June 1942 when he had
flown 19 sorties (114 hours 31 minutes) by a Group Captain whose signature is illegible:

Wing Commander Fauquier has now completed 19 sorties against the enemy
and has shown the highest qualities of courage, leadership and determination.
His ability, selflessness and grim determination to destroy the targets he sets
out to attack have excited the admiration of the squadron he commands and
this has stiffened the determination of all the aircrews to find and attack their
targets, whatever the scale of opposition.

Wing Commander Fauquier personally led his squadron on the two raids of the
“Thousand Plan” and then because his crews were called upon to operate the
following night, he again went out although physically and mentally tires after
organising and leading the two previous operations. For his courage,
selflessness and high qualities of leadership, | recommend that he be given an
immediate award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

Air Vice-Marshal Tarr (Air Officer Commanding, No.4 Group) added his remarks on 7 June 1944

A born leader. Wing Commander Fauquier has shown the greatest courage
during his entire operational tour and by his skill, energy and fine example has
brought his squadron up to a high operational standard. | very strongly
recommend him for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

FAUQUIER, W/C John Emilius, DFC (C1399) - Distinguished Service Order - No.405 Squadron -
Award effective 31 August 1943 as per London Gazette dated 17 September 1943 and AFRO
2198/43 dated 29 October 1943.


http://www.constable.ca/caah/fauquier.htm

This officer is a first-class leader whose skilful and courageous example has
proved most inspiring. His sterling qualities were well illustrated during an
operation against Peenemunde one night in August 1943, and again a few
nights later in an attack against Berlin. Wing Commander Fauquier has
displayed boundless energy and great drive and has contributed, in a large
measure, to the high standard of operational efficiency of the squadron he
commands.

FAUQUIER, G/C John Emilius (C1399) - Bar to Distinguished Service Order - No.405 Squadron -
Award effective 19 March 1944 as per London Gazette dated 31 March 1944 and AFRO 921/44
dated 28 April 1944.

This officer has commanded the squadron with notable success during the past
nine months. He has frequently taken part in sorties against distant and well
defended targets including several attacks on the German capital. Heis a
forceful and gallant leader whose outstanding ability and unswerving devotion
to duty have been reflected in the fine operational work performed by the
whole squadron. Group Captain Fauquier has set an example of the highest
order.

FAUQUIER, A/C John Emilius, DSO, DFC (C1399) - Mention in Despatches - No.6 Group - Award
effective 1 January 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 337/45 dated 23
February 1945.

FAUQUIER, G/C John Emilius, DSO, DFC (C1399) - Second Bar to Distinguished Service Order -
No.617 Squadron - Award effective 1 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO
1147/45 dated 13 July 1945.

Since assuming command of the squadron in December 1944, this officer has
taken part in almost all the sorties to which the formation has been committed.
Early in February 1945, Group Captain Fauquier led the squadron in an attack
on the U-Boat pens at Poortershaven. Photographs obtained showed that the
bombing was accurate and concentrated. Since then, this officer has
participated in a number of sorties during which the railway viaduct at
Bielefeld, a railway bridge over the river Weser and a viaduct over a flooded
meadow near to Ardbergen bridge were all rendered unusable by the enemy.
By his brilliant leadership, undoubted skill and iron determination, this officer
played a good part in the successes obtained. He has rendered much loyal and
valuable service.

FAUQUIER, A/C J.E., DSO, DFC (C1399) - Chevalier of the Legion of Honour (France) - AFRO



485/47 dated 12 September 1947 and Canada Gazette dated 20 September 1947

FAUQUIER, A/C J.E., DSO, DFC (C1399) - Croix de Guerre avec Palm (France) - AFRO 485/47
dated 12 September 1947 and Canada Gazette dated 20 September 1947. External Affairs file
“French Awards to Canadian Armed Forces - Particular Cases” (Library and Archives Canada,
RG.25, Box 4140) has the following citation which is peculiar in that the text bears little relation
to his actual operations:

Air Commodore Fauquier was Commanding Officer of operational units of the

Royal Canadian Air Force which aided Free French Forces by supplying them

with weapons, clothes and medical supplies. His efforts were responsible for

the evasion of capture and escape of Allied airmen from Occupied Territories.
Note: The following is extracted from No.405 Squadron’s Operational Record Book. It is
incomplete as of transcription on 22 December 2010.:

Posted in 20 September 1941.

10 October 1941 - Wellington “W” - Sergeant Williams, F/L Fauquier, Sergeant Donkin, Sergeant
James, Sergeant Tatro, Sergeant Bourgeau. One of five aircraft bombing Essen. “Pockington
Operation Order No.39. Five crews detailed. Bombload: 1 x 1,000, 4 x 500, 2 x 250 (.025), two
S.B.C. All aircraft to carry Nickels. ‘W’ and ‘Q’ to carry cameras. Weather bad: 8/10 to 10/10
cloud over the target areas with some breaks. Between 0229 and 0305 from heights of 12,000
to 15,500 feet all our aircraft attacked the target area and bursts were observed. Some bombs
hung up because of sever icing. ‘Q’ (Sergeant Sutherland) spent half an hour trying to locate
the actual target and eventually unloaded west of Essen. ‘G’ (Sergeant Suggitt) was struck while
returning by an electrical discharge which burned the trailing aerial but caused no other
damage.”

12 October 1941 - Wellington “H” - S/L Bisset, F/L Fauquier, Sergeants Roy, Francis, Forbes,
Pickard - target Nuremburg (1942-0341) “Pockington Operation Order No.41. Seven crews
detailed. Bombload: 1 x 1,000, 4 x 500, 1 x 250 (.025), twoS.B.C.. N-G-Q-R to carry cameras; W-
X-A Nickels. Weather good on the trip with some haze on the target area. Between 23330 and
2359 hours, from heights 6,000 to 14,000 feet; only two aircraft attacked the target - ‘H’ (S/L
Nisset) and ‘A’ (P/O Frizzle), and huge blazes were observed in the area of the railway station
and marshalling yards; lights from the first were reflected onto the railway tracks to the north
and two pillars of smoke reaching up to about 5,000 feet were seen and fires were visible 100
miles away from the target. Owing to engine trouble aircraft ‘Q’ jettisoned bombs on an
unidentified town near Aschaffenburg, the port engine cut out and there was no power on the
return journey. The river bend S.E. Altdorf and a locality believed to be Augsburg Machine
Works was attacked; large fires were seen in this area, and also gutted factory buildings. A
photograph was taken by S/L Bisset and forwarded to Group Headquarters. Of the remaining
aircraft detailed, three could not take off, and one returned early owing to engine trouble.”



20 October 1941 - Wellington “B” - Target Emden. F/L Fauquier, Sergeant Vautour, P/O Gibson,
Sergeant Curtis, Sergeant Shaw, Sergeant Pickard. “Pocklington Operations Order No.45. Two
crews detailed. Bombload 1 x 1,000, 4r x 500, 2 x 250 (.025), two S.B.C. (No M.L.D.). Weather
7/10 cloud and haze made pinpointing difficult at 2045 hours, from 12,500 feet. Only aircraft
“B” (F/L Fauquier) made the attack and was not undul inconvenienced by flak, which was not
with searchlights but on the barrage system. IFF was used at one second intervals and aircraft
was not caught by searchlights. Bombs were believed to have fallen south of the river Ems,
incendiaries were seen burning white.”

31 October 1941 - Wellington “B” - Target Hamburg (1735-2307) - F/L Fauquier, Sergeant Scott,
P/O Gibson, Sergeant Tatro, Sergeeant Shaw, Sergeant Andrew. “Pocklington Operation Order
No.49. Nine aircraft detailed. Bombload: 3 x 500, 1 x 250 M.L.D., 6 S.B.C. (360 Ibs). Aircraft G-
D-L-Q-P-U to carry cameras. Weather 10/10 cloud for most of the trip, haze over target.
Between 2036 and 2148 hours from heights 10,000 to 15,000 feet. Seven aircraft attacked the
target area. ‘E’ piloted by P/O Frizzle, ‘G’ piloted by Sergeant Suggitt, ‘L’ by F/L McCormack and
‘B’ (F/L Fauquier) identified dock features at Hamburg and their bombs probably fell in that
area. Incebdaries from ‘G’ were seen to take nroth of aiming point but in most cases results
were not observed. ‘W’ Sergeant Williams, ‘Q" Sergeant Sutherland and ‘D’ Sergeant Hassan
attacked the area but cannot be said to have bombed the actual target, though saw a red glow
through clouds which might have been a big fire. ‘Q’ Sergeant Sutherland was held by blue
searchlight and several times evasive action had to be taken. ‘P’ Sergeant McLennon returned
early owing to intercom trouble. Cameras have no results. There were no casualties.”

7 November 1941 - Wellington “B” - Target Berlin (2307-0803) - F/L Fauquier, Sergeant Scott,
P/0 Gibson, Sergeant Tatro, Sergeant M.R. Robson, Sergeant Andrew. Ten aircraft detailed but
only seven “known to have bombed the target area” given bad weather, 10/10 cloud with few
breaks. Bombload: 1 x 1,000, 4 x 500, 1 x 250 (.025), two S.B.C. Fauquier, unable to find
primary target, “bombed Kiel in clear weather observing explosions on west side of harbour.
Incendiaries were seen turning from white to red. The aircraft was heavily damaged by flak
when caught by searchlights, but escaped, and port wing and tailplane were damaged by steel
obstruction poles on Hutton Cranswick when landing was made.” One aircraft missing.

22 December 1941 - detailed for operations but two crews (including Fauquier) cancelled (not
explained in ORB).

28 December 1941 - Wellington “F” - Target Emden (1645-2120) - F/L Fauquier, Sergeant Scott,
P/O Gibson, Sergeant Tatro, Sergeant M.R. Robson, Sergeant Andrew. - “Pocklington Operation
Order Mo.66 - Five aircraft detailed. Bombload: 1 x 1,000, 4 x 500, 2 x 250, 25 B.C. Weather -
Perfect over the target and snow showed up every visible feature in the moonlight. A most
successful attack on the target which was clearly identified. Between 1854 and 1905 hours,
from heights 12,000 to 16,000 feet, four aircraft bombed the docks. Searchlights and flak



seemed to lack strength and purpose. Two large fires were seen by one aircraft; sticks were
dropped on the docks west of them and on railway bridges. Nickels were dropped as briefed
and are estimated to have fallen in Oldenburg area. ‘F’ (F/L Fauquier) had one clear
photograph of country north of Jarrsum and ‘U’ (F/L McCormack) had two excellent photos of
Emden and Ternmingten immediately over dock area.” One aircraft missing.

7/8 January 1942 - Wellington “B” - Target St. Nazaire (1706-2236) - F/L Fauquier, Sergeant
Scott, P/O Gibson, Sergeant Tatro, Sergeant Beare, Sergeant Montgomer. “Pockington
Operational Order No.68. Five aircraft detailed. Bombload: four aircraft to carry cameras; ‘B’,
V', ‘Q’, ‘N’; aircraft ‘X’ and ‘N’ to carry Nickels. 1 x 1,000, 4 x 500, 2 x 250 T.D. .025, 2 x S.B.C.
Weather - 3/10 cloud and ground haze over France. Only in one case were dock features
discernable. Four aircraft from heights of 5,000 to 15,000 feet bombed the target area. Bomb
bursts were observed and incendiaries added to four or five small fires already burning on
believed west side of dock area. ‘X’ (Sergeant Allison) observed individual dock features and
attacked in a glide from 5,000 feet. Bomb burst in the dock area were followed by a blue
explosion from a dock building. The rear gunner (Sergeant Spencer-Mathews) machine-gunned
dock buildings. ‘V’ (Sergeant Taylor) brought bombs back owing to wireless generator and
anometer failures. ‘B’. ‘Q" and ‘H’ photographed target area with moderate results. Nickels
were dropped as briefed in the triangle Ploermel-Vannes-St. Nazaire. No casualties.

17/18 January 1942 - Wellington “J” - Target Bremen (1712-2306) - S/L Fauquier, Sergeant
Scott, P/O Gibson, Sergeant Tatro, Sergeant M.R. Robson, Sergeant Andrew. No.405 detailed
eight aircraft, one of which was reported missing. There was thick cloud over the North Sea
and only “J” (Fauquier) experienced clear weather. Results were uncertain except for him, as he
reported dropping his 4,000-pounder “in dock area”.

21/22 January 1942 - Wellington “)” - Target Bremen (1722-2325) - S/L Fauquier, Sergeant
Zimmerman, Sergeant Gardner, Sergeant Tatro, Sergeant Beare, Sergeant Brough. Nine aircraft
detailed nbut only four bombed primary, including Fauquier with a 4,000-lb bomb which he
dropped “with devastating results. Observed a terrific flash and long lane of blast.”

26/27 January 1942 - Wellington “)” - Target Hanover (1718-2346) - S/L Fauquier, Sergeant Fast
(?), Sergeant Gardner, Sergeant Allen, Sergeant Beare, Sergeant Montgomery. He had a 4,000-
Ib bomb. Unable to find primary, he recognized Bremen and dropped his bomb in built-up area
N.W of city. “Flash and explosion observed. Engaged by friendly destroyer and despite
identification signals Captain had to resort to evasive action to avoid persistent fire.”

31 January-1 February 1942 - Wellington “)” - Target Brest (1716-2350) - S/L Fauquier, W/C
McMaster, Sergeants Gardner, Tatro, Beare, Spencer-Mathews. Five aircraft detailed; his was

the only one with a 4,000-Ilb bomb. Unable to pinpoint Brest and brought his bomb home.

14/15 February 1942 - Wellington “B” - Target Mannheim - his sortie was cancelled.



17 February 1942 - Fauquier assumed command of No.405 Squadron. This was significant,
coming as the squadron became largely RCAF. Strength as follows:

1 February 1942 - 9 RCAF officer aircrew, two RCAF officer ground crew, 65 RCAF NCO aircrew,
217 RCAF ground crew, 11 RAF officer aircrew, one RAF officer ground crew, 69 RAF NCO
aircrew, 265 RAF NCO ground crew (total 293 RCAF, 340 RAF).

29 February 1942 - 16 RCAF officer aircrew, two RCAF officer ground crew, 69 RCAF NCO
aircrew, 202 RCAF NCO ground crew, 12 RAF officer aircrew, one RAF officer ground crew, 39
RAF NCO aircrew, 229 RAF NCO ground crew (total 289 RCAF, 281 RAF).

18 February 1942 - Wellington “B” - Target battleships at sea (1356-1726) - S/L Fauquier,
Sergeants Hill, Gardner, Tatro, Beare, P/O Andrews. Enemy ships not found

3 March 1942 - Wellington “)” - Target Renault Works, Paris - ten aircraft detailed and nine took
part but his trip cancelled, altimeter unserviceable.

9/10 March 1942 - Wellington “J” - Target Essen (1949-0148) - S/L Fauquier, Flight Sergeant Hill,
Sergeant Gardner, Flight Sergeant Tatro, Sergeant Beare, P/O Andrews. Three aircraft
(including his) carried 4,000-Ib bombs; others had 2 x 1,000, 2 x 500, 4 x 250. All carried Nickels
and cameras. Weather was medium cloud up to 5/10, tops at 7,000 feet.. “All seven of our
captains were able to pinpoint water features and our aircraft were able to reach target greatly
assisted in identifying Essen by the large number of flares so effectively dropped by aircraft of
earlier sections reaching target. A very successful attack was carried out. // Captains found five
or six big red fires on arrival and could see the glare long before arriving at target. ‘J’ (S/L
Fauquier) who later became involved in Ipswich balloon barrage and probably cut ballon adrift,
observed bursts from his bombs on east side of town. ‘A’, ‘N’ ‘R’ all saw their bombs burst in
centre of town and ‘N’ (Flight Sergeant Baltzer) noticed an enormous fire emitting black smoke
immediately south-east of Krupps. ‘W’, ‘M’ both released their bombs over the target but were
too busy taking evasive action from the violent flak to make observations. ‘N’ [Baltzer] and ‘)’
[Fauquier] had minor flak damage to aileron and bomb door respectively while ‘W’ [P/O Taylor]
had fixed aerial shot away. ‘X’ (Flight Sergeant Morris) bombed and observed bursts in south-
west of town. Oxygen supply and gyro defective. Searchlights in target area exceeding
numerous with cones up to 30. Heavy flak was described only as moderate (though
cooperating with searchlights) but light flak considerable. ‘J’, ‘A’, ‘W’ report flashless heavy
shell bursts and ‘)’ and ‘R’ report dummy fires in target area. 15 packages of nickels dropped as
instructed at briefing, estimated to have fallen in Ruhr district.”

1 April 1942 - Should restart 1942 notes here.

24 July 1943 - Halifax “E” - Target Hamburg (2201-0325) - C1399 W/C J.E. Fauquier, DFC, 18817



S/L P,G. Powell, DFC, J4780 S/L G.T. Pearson, DFC, J10021 F/O J.G. Lowther, J17751 P/O J.R.
Sipple, J15167 S/L J.H. Clark, DFC, 52286 P/O L.R. King, DFC. Squadron detailed 15 aircraft (all
safe). His portion of Form 541 read, “There was good visibility above smoke screen with no
cloud in target area. Load was released at 0106 hours from 15,000 feet between two red
Target Indicators. Target could not be identified visually. Aircraft returned to base
undamaged.” This was his only attack on Hamburg in the July/August 1943 series of raids (of
which there were four). In these, No.405 Squadron’s contribution was as follows:

24/25 July 1943 - 15 aircraft detailed, 14 bombed, one early return; no losses.
27/28 July 1943 - 14 aircraft detailed, 13 bombed, one early return, no losses
29/30 July 1943 - 14 aircraft detailed, 12 bombed, two early returns

2/3 August 1943 - 16 aircraft detailed - five bombed primary, two attacked targets of last
resort, six jettisoned bombs without finding a target and three missing.

17 August 1943 - Halifax “)” - Target Peenemunde (2114-0441) - C1399 W/C J.E. Fauquier, DFC,
18817 S/L P,G. Powell, DFC, R76463 Flight Sergeant E.H. Anthony, J10021 F/O J.G. Lowther,
J17751 P/0 J.R. Sipple, J15167 S/L J.H. Clark, DFC, 52286 P/O L.R. King, DFC. Squadron detailed
12 aircraft; one missing. His report in Form 541 read: “Visibility was good in the target area
with full moon and nil cloud. Target was identified visually. Whole target area was under visual
observation from 0011 hours to 0055 hours. Load was released at 0055 hours from 8,000 feet.
Aiming Point ‘B’ was covered in smoke and no results were observed. Aiming Point ‘R’ was
gutted and four buildings on sea side of Aiming Point ‘F’ were enveloped in flames. Aiming
Point ‘E’ was a mass of flames with Green Target Indicators spread around . Bomb bursts were
outlining the whole peninsula. Good fires enveloped all buildings. The Target Indicators carried
only to be used if necessary, and were not required to be used.”

Assumed command of No.405 Squadron, February 1942. Relinquished command, August 1942
on return to Canada, at which time the squadron paid the following tribute:

Johnny leaves an envious record behind him...a record that not only will be an
inspiration to those who will succeed him but one which will ever exist in the
spirit of the squadron itself. His daring exploits and undaunted leadership more
than justified his recent award of the DFC.

Various Notes: In application dated 18 September 1939 he stated he had already flown about
2,000 hours - wheels, skiis and floats - on Moth, Rambler, Avian, Waco, Fairchild and Bellanca

aircraft.

Report on flying at Central Flying School: “Flying Officer Fauquier demonstrates and explains all



phases of the sequence in a highly efficient manner. Experience merits raise in category.” (S/L
D. Edwards, 10 October 1940).

Report on his Flying Instructor assessment, 20 March 1941, at Central Flying School, Trenton,
indicated that his flying times were as follows: Single Engine, Solo - 480.15; Single Engine Dual -
31.55; Twin Engine Solo - 79.15; Twin Engine Dual - 5.30. He had been instructing at the Central
Flying School (approximately 500 hours). “An excellent instructor whose experience and work
at CFS warrants the highest category.” (S/L G.D. Macallister).

Selected Assessments: “Above average instructor. Has a capacity for work and can be
depended upon to get a job done. Has a pleasant personality and a sterling character,
Professional and otherwise abve average.” (Trenton, 9 December 1940).

“Employed as an instructor and Flight Commander in Central Flying School. An A-1 instructor
who could always be relied on to organize and carry out a job effectively. Well liked by those
who worked under him. Requires additional administrative experience in the Service to round
out his training.” (S/L G.P. Dunlop, CFS Trenton, 29 May 1941).

“Wing Commander Fauquier has served four months in the capacity of ‘Air I’ under me at No.6
Group Headquarters. He has proved himself to be a very capable staff officer.” (G/C C.. Slemon,
SASO, No.6 Group Headquarters, 11 March 1943).

“An exceptionally capable Squadron Commander and a fine leader.” (G/C S.W.B. Menaul, 22
July 1943).

“A forceful and effective leader. Carried out his duties during the period under review with
outstanding ability.” (G/C G.P. Dunlop, 26 April 1944, noting that he had flown 1,500 hours, of
which 126 were in previous six months. A/V/M D.C.T. Bennett added, “An exceptional officer.”

“Air Commodore Fauquier was posted to command No.62 (RCAF) Base on 28t June 1944. He
has had a brilliant operational record, having commanded No.405 (RCAF) Squadron in No.8
Pathfinder Force Group for the duration of his second tour. This officer has also had command
of RCAF Station Eastmoor and held the position of Wing Commander Operations at this
Headquarters prior to posting into his present appointment. Air Commodore Fauquier is much
above the average in his ability to fly, command and operate modern aircraft and is fully
qualified to command an operational base.” (A/V/M C.M. McEwen, No.6 Group, 31 August
1944).

* %k k %k %

FAUROT, F/L Vincent Joseph James (J15479) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No0.226 Squadron -
Award effective 8 August 1944 as per London Gazette dated 11 August 1944 and AFRO 2101/44



dated 29 September 1944. Born 1 January 1917 in Niagara Falls. Home there. Educated Mt.
Carmel College, Ottawa. Offered services to RAF in 1938 (education insufficient at that time).
Enlisted Niagara Falls, 22 July 1940. To No.7 EFTS (non-flying duties), 28 July 1940. To No.2 ITS,
31 August 1940; promoted LAC, 22 October 1940; to No.1 EFTS, 22 October 1940; to No.2 SFTS,
11 December 1940; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 21 February 1941. To Embarkation
Depot, 4 March 1941; to RAF overseas, 25 March 1941. To No.17 OTU, 22 April 1941. To
No.226 Squadron, 31 July 1941. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 1 September 1941. Commissioned 1
May 1942. To No.1659 Conversion Flight, 19 October 1942. To No.74 Wing, Calibration Flight,
10 June 1943. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 27 September 1943 on reposting to No.226
Squadron (but see sortie list). To Repatriation Depot, 29 February 1944. Repatriated to Canada,
12 March 1944. To No.5 OTU, 21 April 1944 as Mitchell instructor. Promoted Squadron Leader,
1 April 1945. To Station Suffield, 16 December 1945. Reverted to Flight Lieutenant in postwar
RCAF, 1 October 1946 (service number 19605). To AFHQ, 25 August 1947 for special duties. To
Canadian Joint Staff, Washington, 2 October 1947. To AFHQ, 23 December 1947. Promoted
Squadron Leader. 1 June 1950. To Air Transport Command Headquarters, Rockcliffe, 28 August
1950. To Air Transport Command Headquarters, Lachine, 10 August 1951. To RCAF Staff
College, 9 September 1953. To Recruiting Unit, Vancouver, 27 June 1954. To AFHQ for duty in
Indo-China, 2 August 1957. To No.5 Air Division, Vancouver, 3 August 1958. To Station Namao,
25 September 1961. Retired 19 July 1964. Died in North Vancouver, 24 September 1987 as per
British Columbia Vital Statistics.

During his first tour of operations this officer completed several low level
shipping attacks. Now on his second tour he has continued to display
outstanding courage and determination and under his leadership the crew have
achieved many successes.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9633 has recommendation drafted 3 December 1943. The
form itself indicates had flown 30 sorties (73 hours 15 minutes), but the sortie sheet itself
shows 31 trips.

9 August 1941 - Circus to Gravelines (1.15) - Bombs dropped

10 August 1941 - Dunkirk (45 minutes) - Low level to Dunkirk Harbour, from Manston,
attacking shipping; bombs dropped.

12 August 1941 - Circus on Le Trait (1.00) - No bombs dropped.

7 September 1941 - Operation of shipping (2.50) - Bombs dropped

11 September 1941 - Operation of shipping (3.00) - Bombs dropped.

15 October 1941 - Circus to Le Havre (3.15) - Bombs dropped.

9 March 1942 - Sea search, dinghies (2.00)

14 March 1942 - Le Havre (2.00) - Armed M.C. [merchant cruiser ?]; cloud over harbour;
bombs dropped.

15 March 1942 - Channel Islands (3.00) - A.M.C. [armed merchant cruiser ?]; not found;
bombs not dropped.



25 March 1942 - Circus, Lille (30 minutes) - Recalled; bombs not dropped.

27 Apriil 1942 - Circus on Flushing (1.50) - Bombs dropped.

17 May 1942 - Circus on Boulogne (2.00) - Bombs dropped.

31 May 1942 - Sea search, dinghies (1.30) - 35 miles from Dutch coast.

5 June 1942 - Circus on Ostend (1.45) - Bombs dropped.

20 July 1942 - Kuhlmann Chemical (2.00) - Low level, leading; bombs dropped.

17 May 1943 - Ramrod to Dunkirk (1.40) - Four minutes from coast, turned back due to
weather.

18 August 1943 - Ramrod to Flushing (1.45) - Two minutes from coast, turned back due
to weather.

19 August 1943 - Ramrod to Lens (1.55) - Bombs dropped.

28 September 1943 - Sea search for dinghies (1.30)

15 October 1943 - Sea search for dinghies (1.45)

20 October 1943 - Sea search for dinghies (4.00)

21 October 1943 - Ramrod to Rouen (2.25) - Power station target; turned back three
miles from French coast due to weather.

24 October 1943 - Sea search for dinghies (2.15)

24 October 1943 - Ramrod to Schipol, Holland (1.50) - Bombs dropped.

5 November 1943 - Ramrod, Mimoyecoves (2.00) - Bombs dropped.

10 November 1943 - Ramrod, Cap Gris Nez (1.55) - Leading six; bombs dropped.

11 November 1943 - Ramrod, Cap Gris Nez (2.00) - Leading six; bombs dropped.

19 November 1943 - Sea search for dinghies (3.00)

25 November 1943 - Ramrod, Cap Gris Nez (1.55) - Leading six; bombs dropped.

25 November 1943 - Ramrod, Cap Gris Nez (2.00) - Leading six; bombs dropped.

26 November 1943 - Ramrod, Cherbourg (4.25) - No fighter cover; turned back.

This officer has completed one tour of operations, including several low level
shipping attacks, and is now in the middle of his second tour. He has proved
himself to be an exceptional leader during high level formation sorties, and has
always pressed home his attacks with the greatest determination, thereby being
a source of inspiration to the other members of his squadron.

The Station Commander (signature illegible) added, on 11 December 1943:

This young officer is doing extremely well in every respect. His first tour was
completed during a period of heavy losses. After excellent work at Operational
Training Unit during his rest, he is now an outstanding captain and leader in his
squadron. His experience and example have been of inestimable value to the
numerous fresh crews in the squadron. His leadership is such that there is
competition amongst crews for a position in his formation, which he leads
remarkably well with the sole object of hitting the enemy as hard and frequently
as possible. His level headed courage, his fine example and the service he has



given and is giving, deserve recognition in the award of the Distinguished Flying
Cross.

On 20 December 1943, Air Vice Marshal Basil Embry wrote:

| endorse this recommendation. This officer sets a high example to his squadron
and well deserves the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

This was further endorsed by the Air Marshal (signature illegible) commanding Allied
Expeditionary Air Force (1 January 1944) and by Air Chief Marshal Trafford Leigh-Mallory, Air
Commander-in-Chief, Allied Expeditionary Air Forces (31 May 1944). The delay between
recommendation and gazetting is remarkable, as is the delay between 1 January and 31 May
1944,

Accidents: On 3 October 1941, No.226 Squadron, Long Kesh aerodrome, Blenheim Z27292.
“After making a three-point landing | ran about 100 yards at which point ran over the slight
slope in the runway ‘B’ which increased my speed; the breaking proved inadequate to diminish.
| slowly started to swerve off the runway, struck the soft shoulder. The starboard wheel
dropped into a sump [swamp?], the nose dug in as well as the starboard engine and [illegible].
The brakes were satisfactory and in no way to blame for the accident.” Airframe beyond repair
but engines salvageable.

At 1800 hours on 19 September 1943, Mitchell FV902, returning from sortie to Lens, five miles
over the English coast the starboard engine cut and fire was seen coming from air intakes.
Feathered the engine and made a single-engine landing at Kings North. Crew were himself,
139615 F/O D.G. Farquhar (navigator), 141758 P/O G.H. Lees (WOP/AG), 919436 Flight
Sergeant F. Perrian (Air Gunner) and Lieutenant Commander Breedveld (Dutch co-pilot).

Notes: Letter dated 8 March 1944 stated he had flown 41 sorties with No.226 Squadron
(Blenheims, Bostons and Mitchells). Non-operational tour with No.74 Wing had meant flying
Spitfires and Hurricanes on RDF duties (41 trips or the equivalent of 20 sorties). Service had
included shipping strikes and low-level bombing in Channel ports.

Application for Operational Wing: document submitted 17 May 1944, listing the following, all
with No.226 Squadron but not all agreeing with sortie list in DFC submission:

5 August 1941 - Blenheim - Shipping strike, ships in convoy (1.15)

10 August 1941 - Blenheim - Shipping strike, ships in convoy (45 minutes)
12 August 1941 - Blenheim - Shipping, Le Trait docks (1.00)

7 September 1941 - Blenheim - Shipping, ships in convoy (2.50)

11 September 1941 - Blenheim - Shipping, ships in convoy (3.00)

15 October 1941 - Blenheim - Shipping, docks and ships (3.15)



9 March 1942 - Boston - Sea search, lost dinghy, Dutch coast (2.00)
14 March 1942 - Boston - Shipping, armed merchant cruiser (2.00)
15 March 1942 - Boston - Shipping, armed merchant cruiser (3.00)
25 March 1942 - Boston - Circus, Lille, recalled (30 minutes)

27 March 1942 - Boston - Ramrod, power station, Ostend (2.00)
24 April 1942 - Boston - Ramrod, docks at Flushing (1.50)

17 May 1942 - Boston - Ramrood, docks at Boulogne (2.00)

31 May 1942 - Boston - sea search, lost dinghy (1.30)

5 June 1942 - Boston - Ramrod, power station and docks (1.45)

27 June 1942 - Boston - Ramrod, docks at Boulogne (2.20)

20 July 1942 - Boston - low level Ramrod, Kuhlman Chemical Co. (2.00)
k 3k ok ok ok

17 August 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Dunkirk docks (1.40)

18 August 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Flushing docks (1.45)

19 September 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Lens power plant (1.55)
28 September 1943 - Mitchell - sea search, dinghy survivors (1.00)
15 October 1943 - Mitchell - sea search, dinghy survivors (1.45)

20 October 1943 - Mitchell - sea search, dinghy survivors (4.00)

22 October 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, power station (2.15)

24 October 1943 - Mitchell - sea search, dinghy survivors (2.15)

24 October 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, aerodrome, Holland (1.50)

5 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, rocket guns (2.15)

8 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, rocket emplacement (2.00)
10 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, coastal guns (1.55)

11 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, staff headquarters (2.00)
19 November 1943 - Mitchell - sea search, dinghy survivors (3.00)
25 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, rocket emplacements (1.55)
25 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, rocket emplacements (2.00)
26 November 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Cherbourg rockets (3.25)
20 December 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Boulogne rocket (2.20)

22 December 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Boulogne (2.35)

23 December 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Dieppe (2.25)

30 December 1943 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Abbeville (2.20)

5 January 1944 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Rouen (2.50)

6 January 1944 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Abbeville (2.35)

7 January 1944 - Mitchell - Ramrod, Boulogne (2.50)

25 January 1944 - Mitchell - Ramrod, St, Omen (1.50)

Types Flown: A list dated 14 February 1957 gave his types as follows:

Fleet Finch (68.55)
Yale (12.10)



Harvard (66.30)
Blenheim I (8.10)
Blenheim IV (150.10)
Boston (82.35)

Tiger Moth (13.45)
Master (45 minutes)
Hurricane (77.25)
Hornet Moth (21.15)
Spitfire (4.00)
Mitchell (768.35)
Mosquito (20 minutes)
Taylor Craft (55 minutes)
Liberator (2.25)
Anson (78.50)

Beech (126.25)
Norseman (4.05)
Dakota (102.35)
North Star (33.40)
Piasecki (2.40)
Canso (1.30)

Stirling (30 minutes)
Kittyhawk (3.15)

Near the end of the war a document summarizing his flying listed the following:

No.1 EFTS, Malton, Ontario: 24 October to 11 December 1940: Finch II: 27.35 dual, 22.00 solo
plus 4.25 in Link

No.2 SFTS, Uplands: 12 December 1940 to 21 February 1941: Yale aircraft: 4.15 day dual and
4.45 day solo; Harvard aircraft: 34.40 day dual, 38.30 day solo, 1.45 night dual, 4.15 night solo
plus ten hours in Link.

Overseas Flying, 31 July 1941 to 30 July 1942, No.226 Squadron, Blenheim and Boston aircraft,
35.15; dates for Mitchell not listed but hours flown on type were 56.40 operational.

No.5 OTU, Boundary Bay, July to December 1944: two hours by day solo on single-engine
aircraft, 180 hours solo by day on multi-engine aircraft, 30 hours night solo on multi-engine
aircraft.

No.5 OTU, Boundary Bay, January to June 1945: one hour 50 minutes at night at first pilot, two
hours ten minutes at night as second pilot (single engine aircraft) - 8.25 as first pilot on multi-
engine aircraft, 4.35 as second pilot and two hours dual on multi-engine aircraft.



RCAF Detachment, Suffield, July to December 1945: 20.10 by day on single-engine aircraft; 150
hours 30 minutes by day as first pilot on multi-engine aircraft, 31.20 by night on multi-engine
aircraft.

Selected Assessments: “During service with this unit Flying Officer Faurot showed very high
qualities of enthusiasm, skill and leadership. While mentally far more suited to operational
flying, he did an excellent job with the flight.” (F/L D. Tracy, No.74 Wing Calibration Flight, 26
June 1943). “A keen and enthusiastic officer who worked hard during the year he was with the
flight.” (W/C C.F. Pearce).

“Has had experience on Mitchells. Recommend course at Flying Instructor School when he can
be spared following which he will be returned to No.5 OTU.” (S/L C.D. Banwell, 4 April 1944).

“This officer has always shown aptitude and keenness in his work. He has completed two tours
of daylight operations and has had previous experience as flight commander on an operational
squadron. He is a most efficient instructor and is strongly recommended for temporary rank.”
(W/C W.H. Malkin, No.5 OTU, 21 July 1944).

“This officer has filled the position of Flight Commander (Mitchells) for considerable time. He
has always carried on his duties in a very efficient manner. Strongly recommended for
promotion to the rank of Acting Squadron Leader (Paid).” (W/C H. Malkin, No.5 OTU, 31 March
1945)

“This officer made steady progress throughout the course. His individual work from the
beginning of the course indicated familiarity with service matters in general. His exercises
were submitted in a very neat fashion and were usually completed in a competent manner. At
times he experienced some difficulty in determining the relevancy or otherwise of material in
some exercises. He displayed keen interest in all phases of the course and was especially
prominent in sports activities. In syndicate exercisers he participated actively and was
responsible for much of their successful completion. He was assessed Average in service
writing, law, office organization RCAF organization, financial services and equipment.” (27
October 1946, No.1 Composite Training School assessment)

“Liaison Officer - This officer has been assessed only on his specialist duties performed at
DIDand not on his professional capabilities. Without previous experience in Headquarters
administration he has rapidly become conversant with inter-service routine. He is clean-cut,
keen and intelligent, has a pleasant personality and is a good mixer. Is stable financially and
spiritually. Displays a great interest in sports both as a participant and as spectator. While
successful in the role of Liaison Officer it is considered that he could with equal success perform
the duties of a personnel counsellor or command a unit.” (Lieutenant-Colonel H.A. Decellier,
AFHQ, 20 October 1948).



“This officer has filled a very difficult appointment as Chief Administrative Officer at Station
Lachine. He has received considerably less than the normal direction which a CadO should have.
In a situation where he was serving either a new Commanding Officer, an Acting Commanding
Officer, or a Commanding Officer whose main time was spent receiving air training, most of the
administrative responsibility for Station Lachine fell on his shoulders. From the observations
which | have been able to make in the short time he worked for me, | feel that he did a
remarkable good job, all things considered. | know that there was a clash of personalities
between this officer and W/C Douglas, the previous Station Commander. My inclination is to
support S/L Faurot in any instance where this clash in viewpoint may be reflected in
assessments on S/L Faurot. In my opinion he worked willingly and hard and well deserves
credit for much which has been achieved in the growth of Station Lachine. In view of the short
space of time that he was under my command, it is recommended that promotion considered
be based on previous assessments but that account be taken of the fact that a personality clash
did exist between this officer and the previous Station Commander. My impression is that he is
capable of carrying Wing Commander rank.” (W/C E.R. Johnston, Station Lachine, 21 September
1953).

“Squadron Leader Faurot has for the most part been employed on duties far removed from
normal RCAF employment. He has, however, proved himself to be willingly adaptable.
Squadron Leader Faurot is by nature friendly and gregarious. He will go out of his way to merit
the friendship of others. He is perhaps a little over-sensitive in this regard. He is tactful and
cooperative. Squadron Leader Faurot’s deportment and appearance were satisfactory. Heis a
smart-looking officer. This officer is ast his best when given an independent task which will
keep him busy. He has his own ideas of how a job should be done and applies himself
thoroughly to doing it. His work is well organized. He expresses himself satisfactorily.” (hand-
written assessment from MCCD, Saigon, June 1958, signature looks like “Lieutenant-Colonel W.
Wobber, Assistant Military Advisor,” on letterhead of “Canadian Delegation”).

“During the past year Squadron Leader Faurot’s principal job has been the organization and
management of the RCAF contribution to the British Columbia Provincial National Exhibition.
Last year he was chairman of the tri-service committee. He has considerable enthusiasm for
this task and the effectiveness and success of the Armed Forces Display is largely due to his
efforts, sometimes rather at the expense of other service duties. This officer presents a good
experience, enjoys meeting strangers and is suitable for public relations, air cadet work orin a
liaison capacity.” (W/C W.M. Foster, 11 August 1961).

* %k 3k k %

FAUX, Sergeant Allan Walter (R52194) - Mention in Despatches - Linton-on-Ouse - Award
effective 14 June 1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1600/45 dated 12 October
1945. Born 23 March 1916. Home in Toronto. Enlisted 18 November 1939, London as Aero



Engine Mechanic. To Technical Training School, St. Thomas, 12 January 1940. Promoted AC1,
29 February 1940. Promoted LAC, 1 June 1940. Posted to “R” (Rockcliffe ?), 30 June 1940.
Promoted Sergeant, 1 July 1941. To “Y” Depot, Halifax, 11 March 1943. To RAF overseas, 27
March 1943. Repatriated to Canada, 18 June 1945 for Tiger Force preparations. To No.8 OTU,
19 June 1945. To Station Greenwood, 31 July 1945. Served there until 4 September 1945.
Released 7 September 1945. Died 6 October 2005 at Perth-on-Tay, Ontario as per Royal
Canadian Legion “Last Post” website and Legion Magazine of March/April 2006. AFRO gives
unit only as "Overseas"; DHist file 181.009 D.1725 (PAC RG.24 Vol 20607) has list of MiDs this
date with unit. DHist file 181.009 D.1719 (PAC RG.24 Vol.20606) has recommendation
forwarded 3 February 1945 stating he was then a Fitter IIE and had served 42 months in
Canada, 21 months overseas.

This NCO is a fine outstanding man. His work as an NCO and tradesman has
been of the highest calibre. On numerous occasions aircraft have taken off on
operations due to the ability of this NCO. He is like and respected by all those
with whom he works.

* %k 3k %k %

FAWCETT, W/C George Maurice (C1563) - Member, Order of the British Empire - AFHQ - Award
effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January
1946. Born in Calgary, 1 March 1909; educated at University of Manitoba. Canadian Pacific
deckhand, July to December 1925 and March 1926 to February 1927; Cadet and Radio Officer
with Canadian Pacific Steamships, February 1927 to August 1931. Indo-China S.N. Company
(Hong Kong), September 1931 to March 1934 (third and second mate). Reuters Limited, Hong
Kong, May 1934 to February 1936 (radio station installation and operation). Employed from
May 1936 onwards by RCA Victor, Montreal as Radio Engineer; Associate Member of the
Institute of Radio Engineers since 1934. Enlisted in Montreal, 29 December 1939. To No.1 WS,
Trenton, 15 January 1940; to No.1 WS, Montreal, 22 February 1940 . To No.120 Squadron,
Jericho Beach as Signals Officer, 25 March 1940. To be Station Signals Officer for Patricia Bay,
June 1940. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 1 November 1940. Attached to RAF overseas, 12
December 1940 to 22 May 1941 (radar courses at No.1 Radar School, Yatesbury to January
1941 followed by attachment to Air Ministry while obtaining operational radar experience).
While there he participated in three operational sorties in No.172 Squadron Whitley aircraft
from RAF Station Limavady (eight hours each, April 1941) and two in No.210 Squadron
Sunderlands, Station Oban (March 1941, 12-hour flights - employed in dual role of Observer
and Special Assistant on newly installed radar equipment under instructions from Air Ministry.
To Station Rockcliffe, 22 May 1941. To Eastern Air Command Headquarters, 24 June 1941
(siting radar equipment). To No.12 Technical Detachment, 29 August 1941 (“Carried out work of
a highly classified nature with Research Enterprises”). Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 February
1942. To AFHQ, 16 November 1942 (“Employed in various engineering appointments including
that of Director of Electronic Development.”) Promoted Wing Commander, 1 August 1943.



Retained in postwar RCAF as Wing Commander. To RCAF Staff College, 21 March 1947. To
AFHQ, 21 September 1947 (Director of Development, Armament, Radio Photography). To
Canadian Joint Staff, Washington, 10 December 1947 (Chief Signals Officer). Promoted Group
Captain, 1 January 1950. To Air Material Command Headquarters, 2 March 1950 (Senior
Telecommunications Officer). To AFHQ, 15 August 1952 (Officer in charge of RCAF Section,
Pinetree Project). Received Queen's Coronation Medal, 4 November 1953, when he was back
at AFHQ. To Air Material Command Headquarters, 21 October 1954 (Senior
Telecommunications Staff Officer). Retired 11December 1962. Died in Victoria, British
Columbia, 13 January 1977 as per British Columbia Vital Statistics.

This officer displayed keen initiative in the development of radar equipment for
use in the Royal Canadian Air Force. His excellent judgement and diligence
exercised in the establishment of such systems have resulted in increased
effectiveness of operational squadrons in this country. By his complete devotion
to duty and willingness to accept any responsibility, this officer has set a fine
example for all personnel with whom he has served.

He was first recommended for an award, 11 September 1943 by W/C W.A. Acton, “For
outstanding contributions to the development of RCAF special radio equipment.” His unit was
AFHQ/AMAE/DRE. Supported by A/V/M A. Ferrier (11 September 1943) but did not reach
Priority List for New Year 1944 awards.

Recommended again (this time for an OBE), 1 March 1944 by W/C H.A. Robinson, A/DREE, as
follows:

This officer displayed keen initiative in the development of radar equipment for
use in the Royal Canadian Air Force. His excellent judgement and diligence
exercised in the establishment of such systems have resulted in increased
effectiveness of our operational squadrons in this country.

This was supported by Ferrier but again did not reach Priority Lists.

Selected Assessments: “An exceptionally good type of signals officer who has had an
abundance of sound experience. He is a hard worker, clever ans has a retentive mind. Has many
years experience at sea and is familiar with the West Coast. Recommended for Flying Boat
Squadron on the West Coast. He appears to be suitable for training as a pilot.” (S/L H.B.
Godwin, Chief Instructor, No.1 WS, Montreal, 18 March 1940).

A letter on file (31 January 1942, G/C R.E. McBurney, D of S to AMAS, regarding his suitability
for accelerate promotion, bears upon radar development in Canada:

1. This officer was one of three officers who were specially selected because of



their outstanding qualifications, both technically and otherwise, to attend a
special course on RDF in England in 1940. These officers proved so outstanding
that Air Ministry arranged special courses for them, far exceeding the usual
instruction given to the average radio officer.

2. Upon his return to Canada, Flight Lieutenant Fawcett gave immediate
indication of his initiative, leadership and outstanding technical ability. After
investigating the NRC Research programme being conducted for the RCAF, the
position of the United States on RDF equipment and the production capabilities
of Research Enterprises Limited, this officer strongly advocated that the RCAF
should proceed with the immediate production of a Canadian prototype of the
latest RAF CHL receiver. He considered the NRC development would take longer
than forecast. This was done and, as a result, we are now in production on
equipment which can be used, whereas the Research programme will not be
completed for several months yet.

3. | consider that this officer has shown, throughout his career in the RCAF,
continued evidence of above average ability, reliability and judgement, and
strongly recommend his accelerated promotion to Squadron Leader. The
position to be filled by him upon completion of his development work at R.E.L. is
that of Radio Officer at Western Air Command Headquarters, which calls for a
Squadron Leader.

Evaluation of 19 July 1943 by W/C W.A. Acton - “In addition to being responsible for RDF
ground engineering, this officer has recently assumed responsibilities for airborne RDF
engineering, resulting in a noticeable improvement in the output and quality of the work.”
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FAWCETT, P/O Herbert Andrew (J86875) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.139 Squadron -
Award effective 27 October 1944 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 2637/44 dated
8 December 1944. Born Yorkshire, 12 November 1922. Home Ramsey, Hertfordshire (also
given as Huntington, Quebec). Enlisted in Montreal 9 October 1941. To No.1 Manning Depot, 9
October 1941. To No.31 BGS, 10 November 1941. To No.5 ITS, 21 December 1941. Promoted
LAC, 27 February 1942. To No.20 EFTS, 14 March 1942; graduated 22 May 1942 and posted
next day to No.3 SFTS; graduated 11 September 1942 and promoted Sergeant. To No.3 AOS, 30
September 1942. To “Y” Depot, 5 June 1943. To United Kingdom, 22 June 1943. Commissioned
1 June 1944. Promoted Flying Officer, 6 September 1944. Repatriated to Canada, 5 August
1945. Released 13 September 1945, retiring to Huntingdon, Quebec.

One night in September 1944, Pilot Officer Fawcett was detailed to attack Berlin.
During the bombing run the aircraft was illuminated by searchlights and



subjected to heavy anti-aircraft fire. Despite this, Pilot Officer Fawcett
maintained a steady run. His aircraft was hit, however, and sustained much
damage. The hydraulic system was put out of action and the port engine
rendered useless. Nevertheless, this pilot turned for home and eventually flew
his damaged aircraft to an airfield in this country and effected a safe landing with
the undercarriage retracted. This officer has completed very many sorties,
fourteen of them against the German capital. He has invariably displayed
outstanding courage and devotion to duty.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/9160 has recommendation drafted 15 September 1944 when
he had flown 53 sorties (183 hours 15 minutes). Sortie list (all on Mosquitos) and submission as
follows:

22 March 1944 - Berlin (4.40)

24 March 1944 - Berlin (5.10)

29 March 1944 - Kiel (3.45)

8 April 1944 - Essen (2.55)

10 April 1944 - Hanover (3.10)

11 April 1944 - Hanover (4.05)

17 April 1944 - Cologne (2.40)

18 April 1944 - Berlin (4.35)

21 April 1944 - Cologne (2.35)

22 April 1944 - Dusseldorf (3.00)
24 April 1944 - Dusseldorf (2.25)
26 April 1944 - Essen (3.10)

28 April 1944 - Hamburg (3.40)

1 May 1944 - Ludwigshafen (3.25)
3 May 1944 - Ludwigshafen (3.35)
6 May 1944 - Ludwigshafen (3.10)
8 May 1944 - Osnabruck (3.00)

10 May 1944 - Ludwigshafen (3.20)
12 May 1944 - Brunsbuttel (3.15)
14 May 1944 - Cologne (2.20)

26 May 1944 - Ludwigshafen (3.15)
27 May 1944 - Dusseldorf (2.20)
28 May 1944 - Ludwigshafen (3.30)
30 May 1944 - Leverkusen (2.25)

3 June 1944 - Ludwigshafen (3.35)
5 June 1944 - Osnabruck (2.55)

6 June 1944 - Ludwigshafen (3.20)
9 June 1944 - Berlin (4.15)

11 June 1944 - Berlin (4.35)



14 June 1944 - Gelsenkirchen (2.40)
16 June 1944 - Sterkrade (2.30)

22 June 1944 - Hamburg (4.00)

28 June 1944 - Saarbrucken (3.15)
30 June 1944 - Homberg (2.30)
5July 1944 - Sholven (2.30)

16 July 1944 - Homberg (2.30)

18 July 1944 - Berlin (4.20)

20 July 1944 - Hamburg (3.20)

21 July 1944 - Berlin (4.40)

23 July 1944 - Berlin (4.40)

25 July 1944 - Stuttgart (3.40)

27 July 1944 - Stuttgart (4.00)

28 July 1944 - Hamburg (3.40)

6 August 1944 - Cologne (2.35)

10 August 1944 - Berlin (4.20)

11 August 1944 - Berlin (4.30)

13 August 1944 - Hanover (3.25)

14 August 1944 - Berlin (4.15)

17 August 1944 - Mannheim (3.20)
18 August 1944 - Cologne (2.50)

6 September 1944 - Hamburg (3.30)
9 September 1944 - Brunswick (3.30)
11 September 1944 - Berlin (4.40)

On the night of the 11/12th September 1944, this officer was the captain of an
aircraft detailed to attack Berlin in the role of marker with special equipment.

Whilst on the bombing run the aircraft was coned by searchlights and hotly
engaged by the flak defences of this heavily defended target. Undeterred, Pilot
Officer Fawcett carried on with his bombing run taking no evasive action in order
to ensure the accuracy of his marker Target Indicators. However, just as he was
about to open the bomb doors a burst of heavy flak hit the aircraft damaging it
seriously and putting the hydraulic system and port engine out of action. Pilot
Officer Fawcett attempted to open the bomb doors using the emergency
method but this had no effect so he was faced with a long flight back to this
country on one engine and still with his bomb load on board. By skilful piloting,
Pilot Officer Fawcett succeeded in bringing the aircraft back to this country
although at one time it appeared as if he would have insufficient petrol owing to
one of his tanks being holed. He arrived over the coast with 20 gallons of petrol
left and decided to make an emergency landing at Woodbridge. On arrival there
he received permission to land and attempted to lower his undercarriage by the



emergency method but found that this also had been put out of action.

He was then faced with the decision as to whether to crash land the aircraft with
the bomb load still on or to bale out. He decided to crash land the aircraft and
this he did on he grass overshoot portion of Woodbridge.

Pilot Officer Fawcett has now carried out 53 sorties with this squadron, many of
these in the role of marker with special equipment. Fourteen of these sorties
have been against Berlin.

For the outstanding courage and devotion to duty displayed by this officer in the
above circumstances | strongly recommend the immediate award of the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

* %k k k% %

FAWCETT, F/L Roswell John (J22867) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.429 Squadron - Award
effective 10 May 1945 as per London Gazette dated 22 May 1945 and AFRO 1147/45 dated 13
July 1945. Born Toronto, 21 May 1918; home there; accountant, ex-RCA. Enlisted Toronto 11
March 1942. To No.1 Manning Depot, 12 April 1942; to No.1ITS, 1 August 1942; graduated 25
September 1942 when promoted LAC; to No.1 BGS, 26 September 1942; graduated 20
November 1942 and next day posted to No.8 AOS; graduated and commissioned 8 January
1943. To “Y” Depot, Halifax, 23 January 1943; to RAF overseas, 25 January 1943. Promoted
Flying Officer, 8 July 1943. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 8 January 1945. Repatriated 18 June
1945 as potential “Tiger Force” volunteer. To Debert, 19 June 1945, remaining on strength of
that station to 10 September 1945. Retired 16 September 1945. Rejoined RCAF in rank of
Sergeant, 27 May 1952 (Signals, 47448). No citation other than "completed...numerous
operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has] invariably displayed the utmost
fortitude, courage and devotion to duty". DHist file 181.009 D.2610 (RG.24 Vol.20627) has
recommendation dated 21 January 1945 when he had flown 32 sorties (183 hours 40 minutes),
22 October 1943 to 15 October 1944. This tour has some large gaps - no sorties between 22
November 1943 and 21 January 1944 or between 6 June and 27 August 1944.

This officer, as Air Bomber in heavy bomber aircraft, has participated in thirty-
two attacks against enemy targets, many of which have been against the heavily
defended areas of industrial Germany, including three attacks on the capital of
the Reich. He is a most competent, skilful and efficient air bomber who has at all
times shown great devotion to duty and has ensured that his attacks were
delivered where they were calculated to do the maximum of damage. On all
occasions he has shown a cheerful co-operation with his crew and with his
section leader to whom he was of great assistance. By his example of cheerful
devotion to duty he has inspired his crew and the other air bombers of the
squadron...

The sortie list was as follows:



22 October 1943 - Kassel (7.00)

3 November 1943 - Dusseldorf (4.10)
18 November 1943 - Mannheim (7.25)
19 November 1943 - Leverkusen (6.25)
22 November 1943 - Berlin (8.00)

21 January 1944 - Magdeburg (7.35)

15 February 1944 - Berlin (7.30)

2 March 1944 - Meulen les Mereaux (5.15)
22 March 1944 - Frankfurt (7.05)

24 March 1944 - Berlin (7.30)

9 April 1944 - Villeneuve St. George (5.35)
10 April 1944 - Ghent (4.25)

18 April 1944 - Le Bourget (5.50)

20 April 1944 - Mons (4.30)

22 April 1944 - Dusseldorf (5.40)

24 April 1944 - Karlsruhe (7.00)

10 May 1944 - Ghent (4.05)

19 May 1944 - Le Clipon (3.00)

24 May 1944 - Aachen (4.55)

27 May 1944 - Bourge Leopold (5.05)
31 May 1944 - Au Fevre (5.05)

5 June 1944 - Merville-Franceville (4.45)
6 June 1944 - Conde sur Noireau (6.10)
27 June 1944 - Marquis (3.30)

28 June 1944 - La Rochelle (6.30)

15 September 1944 - Oslo (6.25)

24 September 1944 - Calais (4.10)

27 September 1944 - Sterkrade (4.40)
4 October 1944 - Oslo (6.50)

12 October 1944 - Wanne Eickel (4.55)
14 October 1944 - Duisburg (5.50)

15 October 1944 - Wilhelshaven (5.50)

* %k %k k %k

FAWTHORP, F/O Donald Arthur (J29737) - Belgian Croix de Guerre 1940 with Palm (deceased) -
Awarded 17 July 1948 as per Canada Gazette of that date and AFRO 455/48 dated 23 July 1948.
Born Cornwall, Ontario, 8 October 1922. Home there; ex-Northern Electric. Enlisted in
Montreal, 15 August 1941. To No.1 Manning Depot, 31 August 1941. Posted to RCAF Base
Trenton, 26 September 1941; to No.5 ITS, 10 November 1941. Promoted LAC, 2 January 1942.
To No.14 EFTS, 3 January 1942. To No.11 SFTS, 29 March 1942. Promoted Sergeant, 17 July
1942. To No.1 Flying Instructor School, 16 August 1942. Deemed to be poor instructor material
and recommended for Staff Pilot duties. To Station Mountain View, 5 October 1942 and



assigned to No.6 BGS. Commissioned 11 June 1943. To “Y” Depot, Halifax, 24 February 1944.
Embarked from Canada, 10 April 1944, being taken on strength of No.3 PRC, Bournemouth, that
day. Disembarked in Britain, 18 April 1944. To No.5 (P) AFU, 23 May 1944. To No.57 OTU, 19
September 1944. To No.83 Group Service Unit, 11 December 1944. To No.421 Squadron, 22
December 1944. Killed in action with No.421 Squadron, 11 March 1945, Spitfire RK910.
Returning from a sortie and just after crossing Allied lines he radioed that his engine had
stopped. The squadron had just begun a descent into cloud and had to continue until breaking
clear at 2,000 feet. He appears to have lost control (possibly panicked) while trying to fly on
instruments in the cloud and crashed. The Accident Investigation Report turned up evidence of
the engine being in dreadful condition - an accident waiting to happen. S/L W.B. Boggs (Chief
Technical Officer, No.127 Wing) wrote, “It was found that seven connecting rods had broken
and that the supercharger was completely unserviceable, due to worn bearings, and that the
induction system was full of fine aluminum dust from the supercharger and casing.” Buried in
Belgium. At the time of his death he had flown 1,225 hours 20 minutes (100 hours on Spitfires
and 70 hours in previous six months) and was described by his Commanding Officer (S/L J.D.
Browne) as “barely an average officer”. He had two siblings in the forces: 96000 Roy Victor
Fawthorp (RCAF overseas) and Nursing Sister Jesse Ann Fawthorp (No.12 Canadian General
Hospital) as well as two other brothers and one other sister.

* %k k %k %

FAY, Flight Sergeant Arthur Edward (R61629) - Distinguished Flying Medal - No.78 Squadron -
Award effective 21 January 1943 as per London Gazette dated 5 February 1943 and AFRO
757/43 dated 30 April 1943. Born 26 December 1920. Home in Lebret, Saskatchewan.
Student. Enlisted in Regina, 21 June 1940. To No.2 ITS, 30 June 1940. Promoted LAC, 17
August 1940; to No.1 WS, 18 August 1940; to No.2 BGS, 20 December 1940; graduated and
promoted Sergeant, 20 January 1941. To Embarkation Depot, 30 January 1941; to RAF
overseas, 2 March 1941. Shot down 11 August 1942 but evaded capture and returned to
Britain via Gibraltar on 7 November 1942. To Home Establishment, 9 December 1942 for
retraining as pilot. To No.2 ITS, 22 January 1943. To No.15 EFTS, 3 April 1943. To No.4 SFTS, 29
May 1943. Qualified as pilot and commissioned 17 September 1943. It is unclear as to further
movements and retirement, but rejoined RCAF as a pilot on short service commission, 21
October 1950 (service number 33297). Died 30 January 2002 in Westbank, British Columbia as
per Royal Canadian Legion “Last Post” website and Legion Magazine of November/December
2002. No citation - "member of aircraft crew...displayed great gallantry and determination in
attacks against targets in enemy occupied territory." lan Tavender records, in The
Distinguished Flying Medal Register for the Second World War (London, Savanah Publications,
2000) the following recommendation as found in Public Record Office Air 2/4937; Fay was
reported as having flown 23 sorties (126 hours).

Flight Sergeant Fay was the Wireless Operator/Air Gunner in an aircraft which
took off from Middleton St.George at 2100 hours on 11th August 1942 to bomb
Mainz. After completing the operation, the aircraft was attacked and the crew
were forced to bail out. Flight Sergeant Fay showed determination and courage



in evading capture and eventually arrived safely back in this country. |
recommend the award of the Distinguished Flying Medal.

Public Record Office WO 208/3311 has his MI.9 report of evasion based on interview of 8
November 1942; he had left Gibraltar and arrived at Portreath on 7 November 1942.

| took off from Middleton-St.George at 2100 hours on 11 August 1942 to bomb
Mainz. After completing the operation we were attacked on the way back. | had
to bale out at 0230 hours, landing north of Heyst-Opden-Berg (Belgium), 14
miles east-northeast of Malines. The rest of the crew were:-

WO Lunan (pilot) [Transcriber’s note: WO W.E. Lunan, RCAF, killed]
Sergeant Dickenson (second pilot)

Flight Sergeant Jupp (navigator) [Transcriber: FS L.C. Jupp, RCAF, POW]
Sergeant Howes (bombardier) [Transcriber: FS J.K. Howes, RCAF, POW]
Flight Sergeant Wyatt (tail gunner) and

Sergeant Scotland (engineer).

Local inhabitants reported that three were killed and three taken P/W.

I landed in open country with a slightly twisted ankle. After hiding my parachute
and Mae West | walked off northwards about two miles into a wood, where
some children discovered me at about 1000 hours. They fetched their parents,
who brought me food and found me a better hiding place. During the following
night they took me into their house out of the rain. Meanwhile they arranged
for a school teacher who spoke English to visit me at 2300 hours. | went off with
this man on a bicycle to a farm where | stayed for two days, after first recovering
the parachute on the way.

| was then brought into contact with an organisation through which | returned to
the United Kingdom.

Public Record Office WO 40/258 has an Al (K) report dated 11 November 1942 noting that he
had trained at No.19 OTU. The aircraft was Halifax T1061, taking off from Middleton St. George
at 2100 hours to attack Mainz. Attacked by a night fighter and crashed twelve miles northeast
of Malines. Fay was Wireless Operator.

The target was reached without incident and the bombs dropped from 6,000
feet exactly on ETA. Very little flak or searchlight interference was experienced
over the target.

The aircraft was routed to return via Holland, and some time after leaving the
target while at 10,000 feet was suddenly caught by a large concentration of
searchlights and a lot of flak starting. It was assumed that they were somewhat
off track, and had inadvertently flown over Cologne.



The W/OP asked “G” Group for a fix, and immediately while the WOP was still
sending the signal, three heavy shells burst simultaneously under the aircraft.
The port inner engine immediately stopped and caught fire. The port outer
engine stopped. The inter-com became unserviceable, as also the lighting. The
nose of the aircraft was smashed in. The radio was hit by splinters and became
unserviceable. Some electrical equipment started to burn. The bomb aimer was
wounded in the leg. In addition to which the pilot said he thought the rudders
had been shot away. All the crew immediately got ready to bale out.

The fire inside the aircraft was put out, and the pilot operated the fire
extinguisher to the engine, and the fire died down. The aircraft lost height to
2,000 feet but still the pilot kept going. From time to time the port outer engine
started for a short while but produced no power. With the nose of the aircraft
smashed in, it was devilishly cold and unpleasant.

The pilot managed to keep going with only the two starboard engines
serviceable, and as height was being maintained, it looked as though he might be
able to bring the aircraft home, but after 20 minutes, a night fighter attacked
from in front and below and damaged the port wing. The pilot still carried on
and about five minutes later the night fighter again attacked from the same
position, and raked the fuselage.

Flight Sergeant Fay was standing near the pilot and as far as he knows, no one
was wounded, but the aircraft must have been further damaged as the pilot
instructed him by signs to warn the crew to bale out.

Flight Sergeant Fay handed the pilot his parachute, and after telling the
Navigator and the Bomb Aimer who were in the front to jump out, he warned
the Engineer, who was changing over the petrol cocks, and after passing word to
the Rear Gunner, Flight Sergeant Fay baled out by the rear parachute exit at
about 1,000 feet, the second pilot standing immediately behind him ready to
jump. By this time the port wing was well alight.

Flight Sergeant Fay landed twelve miles northeast of Malines and slightly twisted
his left ankle.

The aircraft crashed and blew up about three miles southeast of where he
landed, and he assumes that it had been uncontrollable and turned through 180
degrees.

Flight Sergeant Fay buried his parachute and Mae West under some refuse in a
field. He had his “box” and “purse” with him.



Before takeoff he checked the IFF and TR.1335 detonators, and saw that these
were in order, and assumed they would have detonated when the aircraft
crashed.

Flight Sergeant Fay was loud in his praise of the way that Warrant Officer Lunan
managed to fly the aircraft after it had been so severely damaged. As far as he
knows it was Warrant Officer Lunan’s 26" operation.

While in Belgium he came in contact with a man who had been working on the
Antwerp aerodrome, who told him that at the time of the Dieppe raid 78 fighters
took off during the day from Antwerp/Deurne aerodrome. Of these, 42
returned, only two of which were undamaged.

In Brussels he watched Evere aerodrome from a point of vantage between the
18t™ and 25% August, and noticed that a Ju,88 came in to land every day between
15/1600 hours.

In the morning he saw no activity at all, but in the afternoon aircraft were towed
out by tractors apparently for compass swinging and such-line routine jobs.

He heard that petrol was delivered by lorry once a week to Brussels/Melsbrook.
This was followed by two or three days of aerial activity, which died down until
the next weeks petrol was delivered.

In Brussels in the Royal Park area, more or less opposite the Chinese Tower,
there was some apparatus mounted on top of a house. He saw it was covered
with camouflage netting, and understood that it was for aircraft detection.

In Spain, Sergeant Price [?] was caught by the police and interrogated at Irun, but
not on technical or service matters, although he admitted being RAF.

In the internment camp at Miranda, he was interrogated the day after his arrival,
and after he had been warned by Pilot Officer Watson that this would happen.
He was asked his squadron number, if he had been taken prisoner by the enemy
and escaped, to which he said, yes; how the aircraft was shot down; remainder
of crew; assistance received in France, etc, but gave no information. No attempt
was made to bully him.

* k 3k k %

FEE, S/L John Clark (C773) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.412 Squadron - Award effective 24
August 1942 as per London Gazette dated 11 September 1942 and AFRO 1653/42 dated 16
October 1942. Born Toronto, 23 May 1915. Home Calgary. Employed by International Nickel
before becoming Gentleman Cadet, Royal Military College, 1937 (with Birchall and Carpenter).



Enlisted as P/P/O, 5 July 1937. Trained at Trenton and Camp Borden (wings on 20 May 1938 at
Trenton). To No.1 (F) Squadron, 1 June 1938. Promoted to F/O, 5 July 1938. Proceeded with No.1
(F) Squadron to Calgary, 22 August 1938. Made the last Siskin flight by the unit, 27 February
1939. To No.115 Squadron Detachment, Montreal, 1 March 1939. Promoted Flight Lieutenant,
15 January 1940. Qualified as A.2 Instructor, Central Flying School, Trenton, 7 June 1940. To
No.4 EFTS, Windsor Mills, Quebec, 17 June 1940 to assist in formation of school. On 29 July 1940
wrote to Air Officer Commanding, No.3 Training Command, stating, "l would be of more use to
my country as a Fighter Pilot than as an officer engaged in administrative duties." To No.4 SFTS,
Saskatoon, 21 November 1940. Promoted Squadron Leader, 1 March 1941. As of 8 April 1941,
while at No.4 SFTS, described as having "proved by his ability and work to warrant the highest
category [as an instructor]". He had by then flown 700 hours as an instructor. To No.16 SFTS,
Hagersville, 8 August 1941 as Chief Flying Instructor. A note in file states that during his period
of instructional work "he repeatedly stated his dislike for instructional work on which he was
engaged and desired an overseas posting. Nevertheless he earned the confidence and respect
of all ranks and was invariably reported as being loyal, sensible and dependable. At No.16 SFTS,
Hagersville, he left each of three courses up to or ahead of schedule and with no accidents."
Posted overseas, 28 November 1941. To No.53 OTU, 16 December 1941. Initially overseas with
No.41 Squadron (damaged a Bf.109 near Le Havre on 4 May 1942; damaged an E-Boat and small
flak ship, 21 May 1942). On 16 June 1942 he was assessed by G/C C.H. Appleby as follows: "A
very sound, hardworking and loyal officer in whom | place great faith. He has had a wide service
experience." Atthat time reported to have flown 1,498 hours (153 hours in previous six months).
Took command of No.412 Squadron, Merston, 29 July 1942. On 19 August he led the squadron
on three trips over Dieppe, twice engaging FW.190s. Became W/C (Flying) of Kenley Wing, 27
November 1942 and granted rank of Wing Commander, 1 December 1942. On 4 December he
became detached from squadrons when hood frosted over. He ordered wing to re-assemble
over Boulogne after they had been broken up by German fighters. While heading towards
Boulogne he saw four FW.190s on tail of a Spitfire, chased them off and claimed one "probably
destroyed"). Led wing on unproductive morning sweep, 17 January 1943. Killed in action 17
January 1943 while leading another sweep; bounced by FW.190s that shot down Fee and his
wingman. RCAF photo PL-2279 taken at Windsor Mills; PL-2280 shows him with Windsor Mills
adjutant, F/O C.G. Jeffrey. PL-10739 is a portrait photo.

This officer is a fine pilot and skilful leader. By his outstanding ability he has
been mainly responsible for the high standard of fighting efficiency of the
squadron he commands. He has completed a large number of sorties including
some during the combined operations at Dieppe. Squadron Leader Fee has at all
times set a most inspiring example.

FEE, W/C John Clark (C773) - Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross - Canadian Fighter Wing - Award
effective 25 January 1943 as per London Gazette dated 9 February 1943 and AFRO 373/43
dated 5 March 1943.

This officer, both as a squadron commander and a wing leader, has taken part in

a large number of operational sorties. He has always shown exceptional

enthusiasm to engage the enemy and remarkable coolness when under fire.



Wing Commander Fee is a brilliant leader who has set a splendid example of
courage and determination.

NOTE: On 17 November 1942 he damaged Spitfire AD470, category AC, at which time he had
300 hours on Spitfires and 1,630 hours on all types. Operational sortie, returning to Gatwick
after being forced down by bad weather. Approaching aerodrome he missed it in fog on first
attempt and retracted undercarriage before second attempt. Did not hear horn or observe any
warning lights. Belly landed with undercarriage up. Port wing damaged, propellor broken, air
cooler and radiator damaged. G.CR.L.R. Atcherley (Station Kenley) wrote:

Squadron Leader Fee is now the Wing Leader. | suggest that penalising him for
this incident would undermine his prestige. There was mitigating circumstances
- but the accident was primarily due, in my opinion, to a "lack of method.".

| feel this accident may have served a useful purpose if it convinces the senior
pilots of this Wing that sound flying can only be relied upon when prompted by
habit as opposed to instinct.

As the last RCAF pilot to fly a Siskin, his assessment as of 2 December 1938 is interesting. He
was noted as having joined No.1 (F) Squadron on 1 June 1938, as Adjutant and pilot, and in the
year had flown 136 hours 20 minutes (Fleet and Siskins) plus 11 hours 15 minutes as passenger.
"Very keen on flying and flies with confidence and care. Needs more practical experience and
seasoning in administrative duties. Is suited temperamentally for Fighter Squadron duties." (S/L
E.G. Fullerton).

RCAF Press Release No. 751 dated 10 September 1942 (author “Forster”) read as follows:

He was a Wing Commander last fall, is a squadron leader now, but to Squadron
Leader John Clarke Fee, D.F.C., there is no indication of back-slipping in his Air
Force career. To him, diminished ranks reads like a progress report. It has given
him the opportunity to lead a Royal Canadian Air Force fighter squadron from
one of the most active stations in England, in contrast to being Wing Commander
and Chief Instructor, at a flying training school back home.

“Knobby” Fee has only been on “ops” since March, but into that comparatively
short period, he has crowded a tremendous amount of action. The reason --- he
was primarily posted to a celebrated R.A.F. squadron based at one of the “hot
spots” on the English Channel, just at the time when the long sustained
“sweeping season” was being inaugurated. During the months which followed,
Fee made up for lost time, and he set about combat work with endless vigor. He
was flying under then Squadron Leader Petrus H. Hugo, D.S.0., D.S.C., and Bar,
one of the Britain’s crack pilots, and got his operational training in a decidedly
operational zone.



So well did Fee catch on with the squadron that a month after his arrival he
found himself filling Hugo’s shoes as the unit’s Commanding Officer. Hugo's fine
work resulted in his promotion to Wing Commander, and taking over the wing in
which the squadron operated. Fee became the second Canadian to lead the
unit, Squadron Leader ElImer Gaunce having once been its c.o.

“One could write a book on Hugo. There are few like him,” said Fee, “And he’s
only 25 at that. He’s knocked down a lot of enemy planes, and shot up flakships
with Hurri cannons. The squadron had accounted for 148 planes during the war
up until the time | left it, mostly during the Battle of Britain.”

Indication of the activity which Fee stepped into when he went on “ops” was the
fact that he participated in 48 sweeps during his first three months. He had
lengthened that number to over 70 by the end of the summer. One of the best
shows of his original squadron was on Fee’s second “ops”. The squadron took
on a big formation of Me109Es, and engaged them in a terrific sky duel. They
knocked down seven German aircraft that day — and without a loss to
themselves.

“What a day that was. | got some good squirts at them, but all | hit was air,”
admitted Fee, smilingly. The thick-set, dark-haired squadron leader admitted
nervousness before stepping into that fight, despite his long Air Force
experience, which dates back pre-war. “It was the same feeling one had before
going into a boxing ring, or a hockey game. | felt a little nervous and tense at the
briefing, but once | was in my Spitfire, | forgot all about that.”

Fee took over from S/L Hugo in April, and immediately felt at home, despite the
fact that he was the only Canadian on the squadron. His pilots included
Australians, New Zealanders, Englishmen, Dutchmen, Czechs, South Africans. He
had an American Flight Commander. He led them in many sorties, and had all
sorts of excitement.

Most thrilling of all his encounters was the day his squadron served as escort to
Hurri-bombers during a low level attack on Abbeville, France. They did a big job
in blasting an enemy-occupied aerodrome, and came back feeling it was a job
well done.

“We followed the railway line up the Somme to Abbeville, flying at zero
altitude,” said Fee. “We cut around behind the aerodrome when we hit
Abbeville, and really raised plenty of trouble. | went through the dispersal area
and station headquarters, and gave them all | had in shooting them up. | think
our boys did a really fine job, and | think we left the place in quite a shambles.
We shot up two aircraft on the ground. One of our boys even claimed that he
knocked off the cook. In consideration of the fact that Abbeville is one of the



most heavily defended aerodromes in France, | think we did an exceptionally fine
job. One goes past objects so fast when flying at almost ground level that it is
hard to tell what one has achieved.”

There were lots of Jerries around that day to give the R.A.F. Squadrons trouble,
but the fighters and Hurri-bombers went in so low that the Huns in the sky did
not see them.

“We saw Jerries above us doing aerobatics, but they didn’t see us,” continued
Fee. “One saw some amusing sights on the low altitude trip in. | followed a
country road, and flew over a couple of old ladies in black dresses who dived into
a nearby ditch in their fright. At other points, | passed over farmers who
apparently had different ideas on the subject. They just held their ground and
waved at me.”

Fee had taken over a Royal Canadian Air Force squadron before the big Dieppe
show came along. His switch had come when his squadron was posted overseas.
At the last moment, the posting was cancelled.

“There was plenty of excitement, but not so much for our crowd,” Fee
confessed. “We were mostly tied up on stooge jobs. We saw a few Huns here
and there, and figured as escorts for the Hurri-bombers going in on Dieppe at
nought feet. We had some action with FW190, getting some head on shots, but
the boys were generally disappointed in view of what prevailed with most of the
fighters.”

Escorting Bostons on daylight raids into enemy-occupied territory has provided a
lot of tense action for Fee and his pilots. It was a lot of high speed fun, and
invariably, they had to fight their way home. They often brought back home
souvenirs of their action, fuselage and wings showing shrapnel and fighter
cannon scars.

Standing patrol at the base where Fee’s Canadian squadron is presently based
represents no casual outing. It always holds promise of action along that narrow
section of the Channel, where occupied France stands out plainly in the distance.
There is always the possibility of Fock-Wulfe 190 or Messerschmitt 109s
suddenly dropping out of the clouds, or a bomb loaded Ju88 making a hit and
run attack on one of the many towns which fringe the South Coast. Fee recently
had the opportunity to lead an American fighter wing into action, and got quite a
kick out of that.

Had there not been a crying need for well-trained instructors at the outbreak of
the war, Fee would probably have gone into action two years earlier, and figured
in the Battle of Britain. He was identified with an auxiliary squadron which



served as the nucleus for the famous No. | Canadian Fighter Squadron.

“It was just my bad luck | didn’t stay with them,” said Fee. “They went their way,
and | went to Camp Borden for nine months as an instructor, and then plenty
more instruction was to follow.”

Fee, who comes from Sudbury, Ontario, was educated there, and later enrolled
at Royal Military College. His wife lives in Calgary. During his three years at.
R.M.C., he played outside wing of the football team, and left wing on the hockey
team. On graduation, he joined the Royal Canadian Air Force --- at a time when
war was very close to being a reality. He trained at Trenton, and then joined the
No.1 Fighter Squadron under S/L Elmer Fullerton — now Group Captain Fullerton.

In the Spring of 1939, Fee was posted to the No. 115 Auxiliary Fighter Squadron,
as adjutant, also serving as instructor. It was composed largely of prominent
young civilian fliers in Montreal, and became one of the first Canadian units to
go overseas. It was too early to designate Fee as a fighter pilot, however.
Instructors were at a premium, and preliminary steps in the laying of the
foundation for the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan had been made.
That was to be Fee’s slot for a while.... a long, long while it so happened.

When an elementary flying training school was opened at Windsor Mills,
Quebec, in the late summer of 1940, Fee headed in that direction. He was chief
supervisory officer there for six months, with rank of Flight Lieutenant. Then he
pushed on to the Prairies, where the B.C.A.T.P. was expanding tremendously. He
became a Squadron Commander at the service flying training school at
Saskatoon. With another six months in the training plan back of him, he got a
posting to Ontario. This time it was Hagharsville, another service flying training
school. He had stepped up to chief instructor, and with it went promotion to
Wing Commander.

Like so many instructors in Canada, his main ambition was to get overseas, and
go operational. That opportunity came in November, 1941. It was not before he
had put in over 800 hours as an instructor and supervisor, latterly principally
engaged in check-up work, making progress tests, and keeping a supervisory eye
on things generally. He had flown with hundreds of pilots who were to beat him
overseas. Many of them had already made a very definite mark for themselves
by the time he left Canada. Fee got to England as co-pilot on a Liberator.

Even he, with all his wide experience, was not yet qualified to come to grips with
the enemy. He went to an Operational Training Unit to find out what it was all

about. It did not take him long to pick up the tricks of a new trade.

He went to Hugo’s squadron with less braid on his sleeve than worn at



Hagharsville, but that didn’t worry him. Neither did it bother him, as a squadron
leader supernumary, to be as important as a rookie sergeant pilot, when he first
went “ops” with them. He had reached his objective. A month later he found
himself leading that highly rated squadron.

A purple and white diagonally striped ribbon on his tunic tells the story. Fee has
what it takes, fighter pilot as well as flying instructor. (For picture, refer to U.K.
2397).
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FEE, F/O Kendall Russell (J18452) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.428 Squadron - Award
effective 8 September 1945 as per London Gazette dated 21 September 1945 and AFRO
1704/45 dated 9 November 1945. Born 4 June 1913, Swift Current, Saskatchewan; home there
(drug clerk). Enlisted in Winnipeg, 5 August 1941 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.5
Personnel Holding Unit, 31 August 1941. To No.39 SFTS (guard), 5 December 1941. To No.2 ITS,
17 January 1942; graduated and promoted LAC, 14 March 1942 but not posted to No.3 AOS
until 28 March 1942; graduated and promoted Sergeant, 31 July 1942. To “Y” Depot, 1 August
1942. To RAF overseas, 20 August 1942. Promoted Flight Sergeant, 31 January 1943.
Commissioned 4 June 1943. Promoted Flying Officer, 4 December 1943. Repatriated with
No.428 Squadron, 10 June 1945. Retired 9 September 1945. No citation other than
"completed... numerous operations against the enemy in the course of which [he has]
invariably displayed the utmost fortitude, courage and devotion to duty." DHist file 181.009
D.1941 (RG.24 Vol.20612) has recommendation by S/L R.W. Swartz dated 20 April 1945 when
he had flown 17 sorties (123 hours 30 minutes) of a second tour (4 February to 13 April 1945).

This officer has displayed great courage and determination coupled with
exceptional skill and ability as a navigator. His tenacity of purpose and ability to
concentrate on a particular problem under any circumstance with no regard to
personal comfort or well-being has made him invaluable to his pilot.

His ability and unselfish devotion to duty have been an inspiration to all.

During his two tours of operations he has participated in many sorties on difficult
targets and his efforts and fine navigating have contributed in a large measure to
the operational success of his crew and the squadron as a whole.

The second tour sortie list was as follows:

4 February 1945 - Bonn (7.00)

7 February 1945 - Hassun (6.55)

13 February 1945 - Dresden (10.15)
20 February 1945 - Dortmund (7.25)
21 February 1945 - Duisburg (7.10)



7 March 1945 - Dessau (9.15)

11 March 1945 - Essen (6.40)

14 March 1945 - Zweibrucken (7.20)
15 March 1945 - Hagen (7.05)

20 March 1945 - Heide (5.30)

22 March 1945 - Hildeshein (6.25)
25 March 1945 - Hanover (6.30)
31 March 1945 - Hamburg (6.00)
4 April 1945 - Merseburg (9.20)

8 April 1945 - Hamburg (6.05)

10 April 1945 - Leipzig (8.30)

13 April 1945 - Kiel (6.05)
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FEE, F/O William Burdette (J9247) - Distinguished Flying Cross - N0.98 Squadron - Award
effective 28 June 1943 as per London Gazette dated 9 July 1943 and AFRO 1582/43 dated 13
August 1943. Born in Swift Current, 14 May 1918. Home there. Enlisted King's Own Rifle Corps,
1940. Joined RCAF in Regina, 10 March 1941 and posted to No.2 Manning Depot. To No.1 ANS
(guard), 10 April 1941. To No.2 ITS, 8 June 1941; graduated and promoted LAC, 27 July 1941
when posted to No.15 EFTS; graduated 12 September 1941 and posted next day to No.4 SFTS;
graduated and commissioned, 5 December 1941. To “Y” Depot, 6 December 1941; to RAF
overseas, 7 January 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 1 October 1942. Promoted Flight
Lieutenant, 5 December 1943. Repatriated 24 January 1944. To No.2 BGS, 10 March 1944.
Retained rank of Flight Lieutenant in postwar RCAF (26332); promoted Squadron Leader, 1
January 1952. Died in White Rock, British Columbia, 31 March 2006.

In June 1943 this officer captained one of a formation of bombers detailed to
attack an industrial target in Belgium. Shortly before reaching the objective the
bomber was engaged by enemy fighters. One engine was hit and caught fire
while other equipment was damaged which caused the bomb doors to fall open
and remain hanging. Flying Officer Fee continued with the formation, however,
but was losing height. The enemy made two more attacks in quick succession
and the bomber sustained severe damage making it difficult to control. In spite
of this Flying Officer Fee succeeded in flying clear and course was set for home.
On the return flight the bomber lost height steadily but displaying fine
airmanship Flying Officer Fee flew the damaged aircraft to this country and
effected a successful crash landing at an aerodrome near the coast. In harassing
circumstances this officer displayed courage, skill and determination of a high
order.

NOTE: Public Record Office Air 2/4974 has recommendation drafted 13 June 1943 when he had
flown six sorties (28 operational hours).

Flying Officer Fee was captain of Mitchell FL167 that had been detailed to attack



Langerbrugge power stations in Belgium on the 10" June 1943. He was detailed
to fly in No.4 position of six aircraft.

At a time approximately two minutes before reaching the target, the aircraft was
attacked by enemy aircraft. The first attack set fire to the starboard engine,
partially dislocated the electrical and hydraulic systems, jettisoned the bombs
and left the bomb doors hanging open, and also left the top gunner without a
sight. Flying Officer Fee feathered the starboard propellor and continued with
the formation, but losing height.

A second attack by enemy aircraft badly damaged the port engine and the flaps
were also badly damaged. The port motor then developed a runaway propellor.
As the fire in the starboard engine had subsided, Flying Officer Fee unfeathered,
and the motor, although erratic, picked up. He then feathered the port propellor
as more drag than assistance appeared to be coming from the motor.

Another attack developed shortly after, and all the port control cables, including
the trimming devices, were severed. With the assistance of his navigator, Flying
Officer Moss, the pilot was able to regain control and to take evasive action from
flak near the enemy coast. They then set course for home, the aircraft being
kept on an even keel by both pilot and navigator applying full pressure on the
starboard rudder pedal.

The aircraft was losing height steadily and at one stage the remaining members
of the crew were ordered to their ditching stations. Flying Officer Fee, however,
so successfully piloted the aircraft, as to make the English coast at about 700
feet, and set course for Manston.

On the approach to Manston the starboard motor began to cut through lack of
petrol but, with the assistance of Flying Officer Moss, Flying Officer Fee was able
to control the aircraft and carry out a successful crash landing on Manston
aerodrome. All the members of the crew were unhurt.

| consider that Flying Officer Fee set an outstanding example as a captain of
aircraft, and showed coolness and courage of an extremely high order. His
piloting was of such a high standard that this combination of coolness, courage
and pilotage enabled him to save the lives of his crew, and to get his aircraft back
to this country.

| therefore strongly recommend that Flying Officer Fee be considered for the
immediate award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

On 16 June 1943, the Officer Commanding, Station Foulsham, added his remarks:



The fine team spirit, general efficiency and airmanship displayed by the aircrew
during the air combat and subsequent flight over the sea to home territory, are
largely the result of Flying Officer Fee’s good leadership and aircrew training. His
resourcefulness, skill and courage of a high order, under hazardous
circumstances, are a fine example to other flying personnel. | concur with the
recommendation for immediate Distinguished Flying Cross.

Subsequently the recommendation was supported by A/V/M B.E. Embry (Air Officer
Commanding, No.2 Group, 18 June 1943) and the Air Officer Commanding, Tactical Air Force
(22 June 1943). Final approval was given by Air Marshal Trafford Leigh-Mallory, Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief, Fighter Command (26 June 1943).
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FEIGHT, F/L Cleon Blake (J13022) - Mention in Despatches - Overseas - Award effective 14 June
1945 as per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1395/45 dated 31 August 1945. American
in the RCAF; born 3 January 1919 in Burley, Idaho; home in Long Beach, California. Enlisted
Vancouver 6 August 1941 and posted to No.2A Manning Depot. To No.3 Manning Depot, 22
August 1941. To No.7 SFTS (guard), 13 September 1941. To No.4 ITS, 22 November 1941;
graduated and promoted LAC, 24 January 1942 when posted to No.5 EFTS; to No.7 SFTS, 11
February 1942 (almost immediate graduation from EFTS); graduated and commissioned, 31
July 1942; to No.31 GRS, 28 August 1942. To “Y” Depot, 14 November 1942; to RAF overseas, 21
November 1942. Promoted Flying Officer, 31 January 1943. Promoted Flight Lieutenant, 21
July 1944. Repatriated 23 October 1945. Retired 30 October 1945, to live in Long Beach again.
Died in Salt Lake City, 10 October 2000.
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FELLER, S/L Jacob (C3972) - Mention in Despatches - Leeming - Award effective 14 June 1945 as
per London Gazette of that date and AFRO 1395/45 dated 31 August 1945. Home in Ottawa;
enlisted in Toronto 16 November 1940 with rank of Flight Lieutenant. At No.16 SFTS as of 6 July
1941. To “Y” Depot, 27 September 1942. To RAF overseas, 2 October 1942. To RCAF Overseas
Headquarters that date. Was reported to be Medical Officer to No.429 Squadron in early 1943.
Promoted Squadron Leader, 21 May 1944. Repatriated 14 June 1945. To Rockcliffe, 25 July
1945. Retired 31 October 1945. RCAF photo PL-32295 (ex UK-14603 dated 7 September 1944)
os captioned as follows: “Pilot Officer Herbert Larivee, Lion squadron gunner who has finished
his tour of operations, gets a check-over from S/L Jack Feller of Ottawa, senior medical officer
as an RCAF Bomber Group station. Looking on are F/L Neil S. Gordon of Ottawa and Flying
Officer Jessie Young, an RCAF nursing sister from Acton, Ontario. S/L Feller and F/L Gordon
were both internees at the Ottawa Civic Hospital during their training.” No citation in AFRO or
biographical file. DHist file 181.009 D.2619 (RG.24 Vo0l.20628) has recommendation forwarded
1 February 1945 to No.63 Base HQ. At that time he had served 23 months in Canada, 29
months overseas, and was Station Senior Medical Officer.



Squadron Leader Feller has been Medical Officer at this unit for thirteen months
during which period he has shown himself to be outstandingly efficient in his
duties. His conscientious devotion to duty has been very noticeable, entailing
long hours of work and many extra assignments. His interest in the health of the
Station personnel is more than professional. He has taken an active participation
in many phases of Station life and in all respects is an outstanding officer.
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FELLINGHAM, F/O Arthur Bernard (C37957) - Commended for Valuable Services - No.7
Bombing and Gunnery School - award effective 1 January 1946 as per Canada Gazette of that
date and AFRO 82/46 dated 25 January 1946. Born 2 May 1912. Home in Vancouver. Worked in
Flin Flon mines and played hockey there before the war; enlisted in Flin Flon, Manitoba, 7 April
1941. To No.2 Manning Depot, 28 May 1941. To Trenton, 31 January 1942. To Rockcliffe, 4
February 1942. To No.7 BGS, March 1942. To “Y” Depot, date uncertain; served overseas,
reportedly with RAF units in India; repatriated 23 November 1945; to No.8 Release Centre, 1
December 1945; released 12 January 1946. Lived in Port Coquitlam to 1953 and Kamloops
thereafter (Trans-Mountain Qil Pipeline